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MUST HAVE NEW B. 0. STARS 





B’way Legit OK, but New Year's Eve 
- Worries Cafes; Latter NSG All Over 


+ 


Unlike the New York niteries, 
which look askance at the New 
Year’s eve weekend breaking that 
way ona ~*Saturday night—with its 
restricted 3 a.m. curfew on the Scb- 
bath—Broadway legit is priming for 
the heaviest theatre week of the sea- 
gon, with two holiday Mondays. The 
first of these (26) had 14 extra mati- 
nees, and the Christmas to New 
Year's cleanup on Saturday (31) is 
a natural for holiday performances. 
Four straight shows, three of which 
are hits, are charging $5.50 for the 
New Year’s eve performance, seven 
others being scaled at $4.40 top, 
while four musicals are priced at 
$6.60. 

Conversely, the New York niteries 
look at the long weekend dubiously, 
because of the early Sunday morning 
curfew, both on drinking and danc- 
ing. The liquor thing could be got- 
ten around, of course, by ordering 
in advance, but the Sabbath law 
makes it imperative that the bands 
knock off also, and that usually 
heralds a quick scram-out. 

Of the four big-demand musicals, 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Leave It to Me,’ 
‘Boys from Syracuse’ and ‘I Married 
an Angel,’ the top gross mark will 
be. between ‘Hellz’ and ‘Me.’ With 
four matinees, each anticipates tak- 
ings of more than $40,000. ‘Hellz’ is 
piaying a matinee every day up to 
Saturday and though scaled under 
‘Me,’ it should gross as much. ‘Syra- 
cuse,’ with one extra performance, 
figures to run a good third, all be- 
ing sure to establish new highs in 
point of takings since opening. Two 
musicals ducked the Monday after- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Needles at 40 Paces; 
Or Cleve. Taiiors Will 
Show That Pins’ Bunch! 


Cleveland, Dec. 27. 

Out of some ribbing remarks made 
when International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union brought ‘Pins and 
Needles’ here last month is growing 
another novel, union-sponsored le- 
git- show. It’s a comic operetta 
tagged ‘Bulbul’ and is backed by the 
local of Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America, the tailors’ 
union, Latter got their dander up 
when a ribber cracked the ILGWU 
bunch was better than the ACWA 
group as thespians. The latter then 
shoved through a motion to produce 
a show that would ‘show up those 
hoity sewing-machine gals.’ 

Operetta with 250 amateur actors 
from the plants, is set for a preem 














The Emancipator 





A quip among the 21-Al- 
gonquin crowd is that Raymond 
Massey was so imbued with the 
spirit of his starring vehicle, 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ that he 
went out and freed the Cotton 
Club show. 


CANTOR’S ROAD 
TOUR IDEA FOR 
AIR SHOWS 








Eddie Cantor is evangelicizing as 
‘a logical next development’ in radio 
the roadshowing of pretentious enter- 
tainment units for the purpose of 
holding visual broadcasts in small 
cities and towns that have never had 
a chance to see a de luxe radio per- 
formance actually transmitted. Can- 
tor believes such roadshowng with 
its free ticket distribution would 
exercise a powerful appeal to deal- 
ers and, for this reason, to sponsors. 

Comedian does not believe that 
fear of motion picture industry re- 
prisals would be an important factor. 
In the case some years ago of the 
Esso-sponsored Guy Lombardo tour 
(not entirely similar) all sorts of 
local stumbling blocks were threat- 
ened by film biz in shortening the 
tour. Since then the idea has been 
slumbering. Business men like it, as 
Cantor states. But they don’t like the 
thought of the powerful film indus- 
try or theatre men ‘gunning’ for 
them as unfair competitors. 

Cantor sees big league broadcasts 
in person in the lesser key cities, in- 
stead of anchoring them in New 
York or Hollywood, as primarily now 
being done. He sees units routed like 
bigtime vaudeville, special paper, 
special billing, specific tieups with 
the local community merchants and 
dealers, etc., as part of the radio 
sponsorship for direct returns. 

Radio comedian has been propa- 
gating the thought, on the theory 
that any of the big airshows, which 
have audiences, have the public 


(Continued on page 15) 


Laughton’s ‘Lear’ in U. S. 


Charles Laughton is not opposed 
to returning to the U.S., according 











in the fashionable Masonic Hall Feb. 
16 for three days. Tailors are being 
given time off with pay for nearly 
four weeks of rehearsals. Ten-day 
tour through Ohio and midwest is 
planned as Beryl Peppercorn, busi- 
ness manager of Locals 112-114, 
wants to hit same clothing centers 
that ‘Pins’ played. Sked also calls 
(Continued on page 46) 


to Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. Leughton), 
| who arrived from Europe last week. 
|The English star is planning te do 
| ‘King Lear’ on the N.Y. legit stage 
in between his Mayfiower Picture 
| commitments. He’s a partner with 


| Erich Pommer in that English outfit. 


| Miss Lanchester may do several 
| radio broadcasts in this country be- 
| fore returning to England. 
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NEEDED, OR ELat 


New Stellar Talent, Con- 
spicuous by Its Absence 
in 1938, Believed to Be a 
Major Cause of the Pas- 
sive B.O. of Late—Exhibs 
Asking, ‘What’s Happened 
to Hollywood?’ 


—__— 


RADIO PALLS 











Reaching the end of a year in 
which new star talent has been con- 
spicuous by its absence, industry 
leaders predict that if the major 
film companies do not unearth per- 
sonalities for 1939 that will mean 
something on the marquees, the situ- 
ation will become dangerously seri- 
ous. As the star lists of the various 
studios stand now, with too many re- 
tained who, exhibitors feel, have out- 
lived their vogue, some of the major 
lots are being referred to as ‘old folk 
homes.’ The recent mild business at 
the film b.o.’s is laid partly at the 
doorstep of this situation. 

It is also observed in industry 
circles that seemingly personalities 
from radio wear out rapidly on film, 
possibly because they do the same 
sort of thing over and over again 
though that may not be entirely their 
fault, and, additionally, because they 
are heard on the radio so often. 
Regular film stars who are broad- 


(Continued on page 15) 


WB ABANDONS 
PAYROLL MUSIC 


Warner Bros., which has been per- 
haps the most music-minded film 
company from the start—although 
Metro has since eclipsed it—let its 
last staff composer off the lot last 
week. Harry Warren who, with Al 
Dubin, erstwkile lyricist-partner, 
wrote most of WB’s top filmusicals, 
is no longer on the studio payroll. 

Warners wifl clear its music needs 
via its song publishing subsids, en- 
gaging them as occasion arises, per 
picture, instead of carrying them on 
the studio payroll. 

Reported other drastic slashes will 
follow, in line ‘with the general | 
Hollywood move for a limited num- 
ber of filmusicals. 


Cavalcading Hollywood 

















1 PIX FACES IN. Y. Fair’s 25c Sideshow Come-On; : 


Frisco Expo's Name Band Plans 








Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ a history 





duction in 1939 as one of the top| 
budgeters at 20th-Fox. 
| Darryl Zanuck assigned Ernest | 
| Pascal to write the yarn. 


Retaliation 





One of the backers of Thorn- 
ton Wilder’s ‘The Merchant of 
Yonkers,’ which opens at the 
Guild tonight (Wednesday), is 
said to be Joseph Verner Reed, 
whose book, ‘The Curtain Falls,’ 
several years ago contained a 
vitriolic pen-portrait of Jane 
Cowl. 

Actress, who’s starred in the 
comedy, was recently quoted as 
saying she is readying her auto- 
biography, which will contain a 
chapter intended to ‘drive Reed 
back into his tent.’ 


RIPLEY SHOW 
FOR BROADWAY 
BASEMENT 


ee 











Fitzgerald Bldg., famed Times 
Square landmark, becomes a tax- 
payer wherein will be housed Rob- 
ert L. Ripley’s ‘Believe-It-or-Not’ 
Odditorium. This is a switch away 
from the former idea of possibly 
taking over the Hollywood theatre 
or the loft above it as a site for 
his sideshows. Idea is to coin- 
cide with the N. Y. World’s Fair, but 
on Broadway, not Flushing Meadows. 
Ripley will have the basement. 

Street floor will house a mammoth 
restaurant-cafe and Ben Bernie is 
being flirted with to do a marathon 
sustaining on the radio and cash in 
on his air yogue with the hinterland- 
ne coming to Broadway and the 

air, 


Charity ‘Blues’ Fetes 
Nationally in Honor 
Of Handy, Gershwin 


A national ‘blues’ week in honor 
of 25th anniversary of the first in- 
digo song, ‘Memphis Blues,’ is being 
planned for next April, when two 
monster shows will be given in New 
York, in addition to stunts in Mem- 
phis, St. Louis and Hollywood. The 
silver jubilee of the Blues, as an 
integral part of American music, will 
honor W. C. Handy and the late 
George Gershwin. 

Opening concert at Carnegie Hall, 
New York, April 23, will have Mayor 
LaGuardia presenting portraits of 
Handy to the mayors of St. Louis and 








Memphis for the composer’s blues of | 
of the film colony, is slated for pro- | that name. ‘Memphis Blues’ preceded | g 


‘St. Louis’ by one year. Another 

concert is planned for Madison 

Square Garden later in the same 
(Continued on page 17) 


Maximum admission price to con- 
cessionaire attractions in the amuse- 
ment area of the New York World’s 
Fair 1939, has been pegged at 25c. 
The two-bit tap, it is believed by the 
big show’s directing heads, will be 
an ideal come-on for the family 
trade. With this is view most show- 
men in the district to be called The 
Loop are laying plans for big ca- 
pacities. This is on top of the 75¢ 
gate admish. 

There may be certain exemptions 
in the matter of reserved boxes and 
seats for some of the aquatic dis- 
plays in the Fountain Lake Amphi- 
theatre. General admish, however, 
will be held to a four-for-a-dollar 
basis. 

With four months preparation and 
building ahead, Fair officials feel 
there is ample time to complete all 
the necessary construction in the 280 
acre tract which has been set aside 
for special open air and amusement 
novelty. Work has progressed on 
many of the Fair financed enier- 
prises within the sector, including 
the World’s Fair Music Hall, seating 
2,500. In this building will be per- 
formances of grand opera, ballet, 
pageants, light opera, concerts and 
occasional oratory. 

Largest of the amphitheatres will 
be used for the aquatic displays 
with seating capacity for 10,000. 
Billy Rose is pencilled in to-handle 
the water carnival, probably on more 
expansive lines than his project at 
the Cleveland Exposition several 
years ago. A Barbary Coast conces- 
sion, and shark and alligator wrest- 

(Continued on page 15) 


Cycle of Patriotic Pix 
(U. S. Type) Looks 
To Be ’39 Prod. Trend 


Washington sources believe that 
Samuel Goldwyn may also do a 
patriotic feature, possibly in co- 
operation with the U. S. Govern- 
ment, titled ‘Democracy’ but com- 
pany executives have no knowledge 
of such a plan. 

Picture would be based on achieve- 
ments of the Lima-Pan-American 


conferences, Preliminary discussions 
reported held contemplate financing 
by popula. subscriptions fom entire 
nation, 


James Roosevelt's return to his 











New York desk yesterday (Tues- 
_day), after a visit with the Presi- 
dent over the Xmas holidays, may 
shortly reveal if any discussions 
| were had along this line. UA spokes- 
,;men stated young Roosevelt was 
| denying himself to the press. 

Metro is planning to string to- 
| gether a group of Fitzpatrick travel 
shorts into a 45 or 50-minute subject 
bras would attempt to popularize 


the resources and physical beauties 
‘of America. 
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Loew-MG Bonuses Begin Jan. | 
So Justice Valente May Rush His 
Decision; 3 Weeks’ Trial Over: 


+ | 


Whether N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Louis A. Valente will hand 
down a decision by the first of the 
year on the stockholders’ $30,000,000 
accounting suit against officers and 
directors of Loew’s, Inc., is open to 
doubt should the attorneys decide to 
wait until Thursday, the limit given 
for submission of briefs. This would 
mean the court would have only two 
days to decide a case which took 
more than three weeks to try and 
involve quantities of documentary 
and direct evidence. 

The trial ended last Thursday (22) 
and the court set one week in which 
to file the briefs. The importance 
attached to a quick decision is that 
the old bonus and salary contracts 
for certain Loew and Metro execu- 
tives expire Dec. 31. These contracts 
constitute the backbone of the suit, 
including the cause of action for an 
injunction to enjoin the new agree- 
ments which the court must also de- 
cide upon. 

Should the decision go against the 
defendants, an immediate appeal will 
be taken. This would require months 
-of added time and would temporarily 
halt any bonus split-ups, unless 
bonded. 

Justice Valente is noted as a fast 
worker and it is not improbable that 
he may settle the case in two days’ 
time. 

Italian-German Income 


The trial wound up with the 
straightening out of the _ Italian- 
German financial setup of the com- 
pany’s producing subsids. The plain- 
tiffs, through their chief counsel, 
Emil K. Ellis, emphasized that the 
defendants had shared in the profits 
of the foreign companies, although 
some $1,505,000 profits for 1934-1937 
had never been received in this 
country. Injected into the record 
also were a half-dozen depositions 
of witnesses which had been taken 
on the Coast last summer. 

Everybody, even the Judge, seemed 
glad it was over. Ellis, for himself 
and associates, expressed thanks to 
the court for its patience. ‘We all 
like you very much,’ Ellis said. Judge 
Valente smilingly replied, ‘I hope 
you will feel the same way about me 
after I decide the case.’ 

Former Judge Joseph M. Pros- 
kauer, chief defense counsel, agreed 
with Ellis’ sentiments, saying, ‘That 
was the only time I have agreed with 
the opposing counsel during the 
trial.’ 

The depositions, which were ex- 
clusive of those of the defendants 
which were put in evidence early in 
the trial, were those of Benjamin 
Thau, Bernard Hyman, Lawrence 
Weingarten, Isidor Frey, Mervyn Le- 
Roy, and Arthur Loew. 

‘ Defense Rested Wed. (21) 


The defense rested its case late 
Wednesday (21) with William R. 
Donaldson, of the accounting firm of 
Miller & Donaldson, as its last wit- 
ness. Donaldson, whose firm has 
handled the Loew accounts since 
1911, said that the company had 
written off $11,000,000 carried on its 
books as good will in 1925. 

He corroborated Tuesday’s (20) 
testimony by William Keating, an- 
oiher accountant for the company. 
that $647,000 had been written off 
on unused scripts and continuities. 

- with the exception of about $90,000 
on three pictures on which conti- 
nity is now aciive. 

west August, the witness testified, 
when liquidation of Cosmopolitan 
pleys was completed, $324,090 was 
charged to loss and written off 
Loew’s books, and the five defend- 
ants had their percentage amounts 
deducted proportionately. He said 
$10 000 still being carried on books 
represents the worth of stories 
owned by Cosmo. 

Maricn Bavies’ 150G Per Pic 
Donaldson explained the $150,000 
which Marion Davies received for a 
picture she did not do, according to 
p'tintiffs. The witness said that a 
deal had been made with Cosmo- 
politan Pictures under which the 
latter would release six pictures 
through Metro, two of them starring 

Miss Davies. She made only one 
film and the $150,000 for the other 
was put to the cost of producing the 
picture, ‘Evelyn Prentice,’ in which 
Miss Davies did not take part. This 
film has been written off the books. 

As to the German and Italian 

(Continued on page 17) 


Gags for Wags 


By BILL HALLIGAN 


Most of the gag men in Hollywood 
today are living on a Budget— 
Madison’s. 

The wits boast of their extensive 
humor libraries, where Bugs Baer, 
Dorothy Parker, Ring Lardner and 
George Ade are thumbed over 
hourly to fit a given situation. 


| The most successful of ’em work 
|in teams, a straight man and a comic. 
If you can’t make the director laugh 
at a line it doesn’t go in the picture. 
The loudest and longest guffaw I 
ever heard in a flicker cathedral was 
|Billy K. Wells’ ‘the lay of the 
lland,” in ‘The 
Raoul Walsh directed that one when 
| Winnie Sheehan was the Fox studio 











CANTOR TAKES FLIER 
FOR RKO, BRIT. YARN 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Eddie Cantor’s next picture is ‘The 
Flying Yorkshireman,’ based on a 
British novel by Eric Knight, re- 





cently purchased by RKO. Jack \head. The Hays office must have 

Yellen starts work on the script Jan. | been in a haze. 

3. The grapefruit Cagney made 
It’s straight play, sans songs. | famous made way for the kick in the 


'pants era, and ‘Man Slugs Girl’ did 
okay until the customers went home 


and tried it on their ball-and-chains 


Miss Parker wrote something about 
the guests crawling back into the 
woodwork and that one has been 
worked over into a thousand varia- 
tions until it is as hackneyed as Bugs 
Baer’s classic about the Philadel- 
phian who thought the letter-carrier 
was a Confederate soldier. Every- 
body gets paid for the bon mots ex- 
cept the authors. 


Frank Case, the master of the Al- 
gonquin, has a book on the market 
that seems to be up in the best seller 
class in spite of the fact that he in- 
tentionally omitted a hundred wise- 
cracks because he didn’t want to 
cash in on the other fellows’ humor. 


Cantor’s show biz cavalcade film 


idea will follow. 


WPA SURVEY OF 
FILM COMPANY 
FINANCING 


Washington, Dec. 27. 


Genealogy of film companies with 
securities listed on American ex- 
changes will be published by the particular. That one about ‘I can’t 
Works Progress Administration as | go ti’s the children’s night out and 
part of a white-collar study of data|] have to stay at home with the 
concerning corporations which have 'nurse,’ is a Ring Lardner classic that 
registered with the Securities & | brought him about a buck in revenue. 


Exchange Commission in past four; ,) O'Donnell, the Dallas cinema 
years. First volume, out last week, t ininated: tis ie: “tal 
dealt with a dozen steel producers ycoon, origina . sean gn omaha ak 
with assets over $100,000,000 each. and Funnier, at a banquet where the 
elgg . |late Louis Mann was the speaker. 
Number and identity of the pic-| Another gag on the dialect comic 
ture firms which will be spot-lighted | was the crack about an empty taxi- 
in forthcoming report has not been | cab pulling up to the Friars and 
disclosed. Present plans, still sub- | Louie getting out. (We're too modest 
ject to change, are to publish only | to tell you the author of that one.) 
findings about producers, although Violinsky drops more original and 
study is being made of ‘theatre oper- | witty remarks than any man we ever 
ating enterprises.’ Virtually all ma-|,new. The one about the two bread- 
jors and some smallies will be cov- | jjnes—a rye and a white. And the 
ered if the researchers, while delv-| one about the bad picture—They 
ing into the archives, glance at pa-/| have to take some more retakes be- 
pers of every firm with listed stocks. | fore they put it on the shelf’ are 
Mass of data never before corre- | samples. 
lated was contained in the steel in- Bill Fields told us once, ‘Never tell 
dustry summary. Chief contribution |a comic’s funny wheezes ... write 
was detailed list of all subsidiaries'them down and save them, some 
and affiliates, revealing extent of|day you may need them yourself.’ 
control. Comparable balance sheets | That’s as good advice as, ‘never write 
of all the i2 steel firms, supple-/a letter and never tear one up.’ 
mented by profit-and-loss statements| There are a lot of gag men in 
and analyses of assets and liabili- | Hollywood, of course, who are witty 
ties, gave a broad picture of the and clever and do not resort to other 
financial condition of the industry | writers’ material. Ralph Spence, 
leaders. Harpo Marx, Dorothy Parker, P. J. 
While work is being done under | Wolfson, Bob Benchley, Sam Hoffen- 
supervision of the WPA, the re-| Stein, S. J. Perelman and a lot of 
searchers are consulting with nu- | others. 
merous private organizations for| 1 doff the chapeau to the writer 
purpose of obtaining suggestions and, Who talks as funny as he writes. 
additional information. How soon | Hacks belong behind a hearse, 
the film genealogy will be out can- 
not be foretold because of mechan- 
ical aspects of the chore. 


PAR’S PRUNING KNIFE 
SNIPS TALENT SCHOOL 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Paramount is abolishing its talent 
school Jan. 1 as part of the current 
economy wave. Oliver Hinsdell, 
dramatic coach, was notified that his 
option will not be taken up Jan. 12. 
lereafter the studio will hire out- 
side coaches when young players 
need histrionic polishing. 

Options on Dorothy Howe and 
Mary Parker were allowed to lapse. | 
Virtually all the others in the school | 
group have been dropped in the last | 
few weeks along with the LeRoy | 
Prinz dancers. 

















L. A. to N. Y. 


Ben Blumenthal. 

Vi Bradley. 

Milton Bren. 

J. Edward Bromberg. 
Edgar Cater. ; 
Harry Cohn. 

George Dembow. 

P. J. Friedhoff. 
Walter Goetz. 

Jean Hersholt. 

Jim Lundy. 
Nunnally Johnson. 
Roger Marchetti. 
Burgess Meredith. 
John E. Otterson. 

| Sandra Rambeau. 

| Charles Ruggles. 
Leon Schlesinger. 
Charles P. Skouras. 
James Stewart. 

Mrs. John Hay Whitney. 























~~ Voluminous Testimony Aired 





Taking of testimony in the Loew accounting suit which ended last 
Thursday (22) occupied three weeks, or actually 16 court days. 


Al- 


though only five witnesses were placed on the stand by the defendants 
and one, an accountant, by the plaintiffs, over 2,000 pages of their tes- 


timony was taken. 


fense had 80. 


Besides this 2,500 pages in testimony were taken 
last summer on the Coast in the form of depositions. 

The exhibits introduced by the plaintiffs numbered 139 and the de- 
Besides the plaintiff's accountant, Bernard Reis, who 


occupied the stand intermittently for five day, Nick Schenck was the 


longest to be under fire. 

The importance of the trial was 
that each of the nine plaintiffs, all 
individual counsel. 





Cockeyed World.’ | 


A lot of writers we know are not so} 


the consolidated action. 


He was questioned for three days. 


indicated particularly by the fact 
stockholders, were represented by 


Emil K. Ellis was selected by the court to present 
The defense was fronted by 


former Judge 


Joseph N. Proskauer and three associates, 














14 TO BE MADE BY 20TH! 


IN ENGLAND NEXT YEAR 


20th-Fox is 





} 
planning a heavy 
schedule of production in England 
next year, according to plans 
brought over from England last 
week by Robert T. Kane, company’s 
production head in that country. 
He’s now in Hollywood discussing 
the program with Darryl F. Zanuck. 

A maximum of 14 pictures have 
been lined up, single, double and 
triple quotas, although only eight 
will be completed for the 1939-40 
season. Program is budgeted at ap- 
proximately $5,000,000 for the 14 
films. Three pictures at least will 
be of triple-quota quality on which 
$600,000 to $750,000 each will be 
spent. 

Kane will act as administrative 
liaison executive for the company, 
with Maurice Ostrer and Edward 
Black having general supervision 
over actual production, at the 
Gainsborough studios in Islington. 
The contemplated program is not a 
joint venture with Gaumont-British 
Pictures but will have the effect of 
fewer pictures coming from GB, 
through 20th-Fox virtual takeover 
of all available studio space for its 
own program. Four or five GB stars 
are also being loaned to 20th-Fox. 

First film of the new lineup will 
be ‘Where’s the Fire’ -with Will 
Fyffe starred, shooting to begin Feb. 
1. Balance of pictures to be made 
are ‘Shipyard Sally’ with Gracie 
Fields; ‘Sam and Sally’ with Fields 
and Fyffe; ‘Rob Roy,’ in color, 
starring Michael Redgrave, Margaret 
Lockwood and Fyffe; ‘Gold Rush,’ 
‘London After Dark’ with Sydney 
Howard; ‘Monday Night At Seven’; 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ starring Arthur 
Askey; ‘The Blue Lagoon’ in color 
with Lockwood and Fyffe; ‘Hang- 
man’s House’ with George Sanders; 
two Annabella pictures, one of which 
is ‘Sunshine Susie’; ‘The Girl in the 
News’ with Redgrave and Lock- 
wood; ‘They Came By Night’ with 
Nova Pilbeam and Fyffe. 

All pictures will be distributed by 
20th-Fox, some of.them worldwide. 
Mickey Hood, who made her first 
picture in ‘Inspector Hornleigh,’ is 
being brought to Hollywood for an 
American picture next March. 


Clock Punchers All 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Beginning today (Tues.), clock- 
punching becomes general on the 
Paramount lot. Heretofore only cer- 
tain classifications had been required 
to punch, while the studio awaited 
instructions from Washington on de- 
tails of the Waves and Hours Act. 

Now all but producers and depart- 
ment heads must tote a punching | 











ticket. 





Ted Lesser, out as head of Para- 
mount’s talent department, has been 
succeeded by Arthur Jacobson. Mil- 
ton Lewis, Lesser’s assistant, remains 














knocked off production until March. 


Other News of Interest to Films 


on the job. 
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Ml Pix in Work, and 45 More to Roll: 
~ Hollywood's Heavy Production Sked 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

With 47 features currently in work 
anc 5 more slated to roll next 
month, Hollywood’s army of film 
makers is assured of employment 
until March 1, at least. 

Customary December slump, buga- 
boo of the town in the past, was 
obviated by a rush of production 
this year, giving the neighborhood 
merchants their biggest holiday cash 
business in a decade. Rush con- 
tinued today (Tues.) with seven 
more pictures starting, in addition 
to the 40 already in work. 

Warners leads in January start- 
ers, with eight slated to roll. 20th- 
Fox is putting seven into produc- 
tion. Paramount and Republic six 
each, Metro five. RKO and Univer- 
sal four each, United Artists three, 
and Monogram and Fine Arts one 
each. 

Ten in Two Months at RKO 

Starting dates for 10 more pictures, 
enough to keep the studio busy un- 
til the middle of March, were an- 
nounced by RKO. Shooting begins 
Jan. 6 on an untitled George O’Brien 
western, 

Others to follow are: ‘Picardy 
Max,’ Jan. 10; “They Made Her a 
Spy,’ Jan. 11; ‘What’s a Fixer For’?,’ 
Jan, 24; ‘Little Mother,’ Jan. 26; ‘G- 
Dog,’ Jan. 30; ‘Wildcat Bus,’ Feb. 7; 
‘Sorority House,’ Feb, 7; “The Second 
Shot,’ Feb. 21; ‘Saint in London,’ 
Feb. 25. 

Douglas Corrigan’s first film flight, 
‘Flying Irishman,’ wound up in the 
right place on the RKO lot, but 
finished one week behind schedule, 
Flyer will spend the holidays auto- 
graphing copies of his book, “That's 
My Story.’ 

Work is being rushed at Warners 
to complete six pictures by Jan. 9, 
when Gradwell L. Sears, distribution 
head, arrives with Carl Leserman, 
Sam Schneider and Mort Blumen- 
stock for studio confabs. 

Films are “They Made Me a Crim- 
inal,’ ‘Dark Victory,’ ‘Okahoma Kid,* 
“Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ ‘Dodge 
City’ and ‘Wings of the Navy.’ 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 5 (New York to London), Wil- 
liam H. Fitelson (Manhattan). 

Dec. 28 (Genoa to New York), Lee 
Ephraim (Conte di Savoia). 

Dec. 26 (New York to London), 
Clifford C. Fischer, Louis Dreyfus, 
Countess Keller, Max Milder, Wil- 
liam Skirball, Joseph Somlo, Made- 
leine Carroll, James M. Cain, Fred 
pe Hamish Hamilton (Norman- 
ie), 

Dec. 26 (New York to Genoa), Sam 
H. Harris (Roma). 

Dec. 24 (London to New York), 
Four Franks (Franconia). 


ARRIVALS 


Pearl Buck, Charles Greves, Jac- 
ques Catelain, Robert T. Kane, Ben- 
jamin Miggins, F. L. Harley, Rudolf 
Serkin, Raya Garbousova, Edward 
Scholdam, Carl Dixon, J. Carlo Ba- 
vetta, Gilbert Miller. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


William Bowers. 
Matty Fox. 

Vincent G. Hart. 
Robert T. Kane. 
Walter Woolf King. 
Victor M. Shapiro, 
Harold Tarshis. 


COLLIER-ASTOR SETTLE 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Ruth Collier has settled her com- 
mission suit against Mary Astor 
which has been in cour‘s sx years. 
Under terms of setilement, the 
agent receives $3,000. 
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NOV.’S $1,985,127 
US. TAX TAKE 
BEST IN ’33 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Approach of cold weather hypoed 
film business, latest Treasury De- 
partment figures show, and October 
prosses rose to the highest level 
this year. Continuance of the up- 
and-down jitters saw the Govern- 
ment’s slice, represented by tax col- 
lections during November, hitting 
$1,985,127. 

Break in prolonged gloom was 





emphasized by the $388,761 jump} 


over September collections. Largest 
increase from one monih to the next 
in almost two years. Even though 
the sum was far behind 1937—when 
November Treasury receipts from 


the 10% bite touched $2,242,573—the | 


$1,985,127 haul has been topped only 
three times in approximately five 
years. Previous high for 1938 was 
the $1,773,075 paid into the ex- 
chequer during March. 

Although things took on a rosier 
hue, admissions still are trailing last 
year. Eleven-month collection fig- 
ure was $17,640,945 against $18,684,- 
000 at the same point last year, but 
were $1,400,000 better than the same 
period of 1936. 


Zukor’s Long Trip 
Augurs Chairmanship 





Of Board to Griffis 





Stanton L. Griffis is expected to be 
mamed chairman of the Paramount 
Board some time after the first of 
the year upon his return from a 
Miami vacation. He has denied sev- 
eral times that the chairmanship 
would be shifted from Adolph Zukor. 

When latter was named chairman, 
a more or less honorary title in Par- 
amount, Barney Balaban was brought 
in as president, power in Par being 
vested in the latter office. However, 
in view of the fact that Zukor has 
not been present at more than a 
couple board meetings during the 











Motion Pictures Greatest Year, including the 
$250,000 Movie Quiz contest, winds up on Sat- 
urday night (31). That is, under the rules ¢ 
the public contest, answers to the Quiz mr st 
be in the mail by that date. 


Surely there are some in the industry who 
remember the ‘$1,000,000 Advertising Cam- 
paign for Motion Pictures’ which was inaugu- 
rated last summer by major film companies, 
affiliated theatre circuits and independent the- 
atres. The fund was raised by subscription. 
The majors kicked in $500,000, the affiliated 
circuits $250,000, and independent operators, 
$250,000. 


The program was ambitious and the ends to 
be achieved worthy. Prestige for motion pic- 
tures was to be re-captured and public enthu- 
siasm whipped to a frenzy. There was some 
ballyhoo at the start off, but an honest ap- 
praisal at the end of the effort of four months 
finds the film industry just where it was be- 
fore the drive started. 


That is to say, the good pictures are draw- 
ing good business; mediocre films mean noth- 
ing at the boxoffice. 


The main idea at the start of the drive was 
to win favor of the country’s newspapers and 
get them to say some kind words about the 
film industry. When the management commit- 
tee announced that $600,000 would be spent in 
newspaper advertising during the drive, the 
editorial comeback was tremendous. The dail- 
ies went to town in praising the courageous 
leadership which had united an industry in a 
campaign for boxoffice revival. 


The press outdid itself in some sections in 
supporting the idea of spending a lot of money 
in newspaper advertising. Radio stations, 
which were exempted from any appropriations, 
didn’t think the scheme held much merit. 

Then it was announced that every news- 
paper in every city on the list would get the 
advertising copy, regardless of individual val- 
ues. At this point the editorials began to drop 








picture-going public had lost all zest for this 
type of thing, even months before the cam- 
paign opened. 


Local and regional chairmen were appointed 
to keep the drive at fever heat, but the public 
generally was cool from the start and kept get- 
ting cooler. 





The industry’s trade press, as the medium 
for sustaining exhibitor interest in the cam- 
paign, was completely ignored, and exhibitors, 
bereft of the advantage of accurate, pithy and 
enthusiastic propaganda, became apathetic 
towards the whole scheme, 
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JOLLY MOMENTS 
AT END IN 3 


Old Man Economy Lays 
Heavy Hand on Studio Ex- 
chequers— Execs on Job 
at 8 A.M. as Example Set- 
ters—Oid Institutions Go 








MORE TO COME 





By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 





So a good idea, a prestige advertising cam- 
paign for the entire film industry, has petered | 
out. The prize winners in due season will be 
selected, their names announced, and the 
Greater Motion Picture Year Campaign will, 
be just one of those things which it is not nice 
to talk about. 


| 
| 





It could have been great, its benefits tangible 
and Jasting. 





Trouble is that the planners of the campaign 
completely overlooked the three fundamental | 
essentials in a promotion of this size and im- 
portance, 


Film industry’s good-time-Charleys 
are packing their bags preparatory 
to accompanying Old Man 1938 on 
the grand scram. They are victims 
of the economic revolution that has 
been sweeping the picture business 
for the past 12 months. 

Dawn of 1939 finds filmdom’s New 
Deal thoroughly and securely in- 
stalled in the saddle, speedily re- 
cruiting an army of seasoned, hard- 
working showmen to handle produc- 
tion reins. Art no longer is spelled 
with a capital ‘a’ as a cover-up for 
boxoffice flops. Business acumen 
has become something more than a 
pair of high sounding words, 

Hollywood finally has learned that 
business and play are o.k. when 
blended in proper proportions, but 





Instead of passing out $250,000 in cash to the 
customers, they should have set up awards 
which would have stimulated the making of 
better films in Hollywood. 


Then they should have organized a field staff 
of scores of experienced film exploiteers who, 
working with the circuit and independent the- 
atre managements, would have advertised the 
better-made product in connection with actual 
exhibition. 





They should have put aside enough of the 
appropriation to have financed a consecutive, 
smashing and cumulative campaign in the 


seminate hot-off-the-griddle information and 























that too much play, taken straight, is 
merely grease for the skids that lead 
| to oblivion. Result is that the free- 
and-easy attitude that has marked 
\the business of celluloid manufac- 
ture since the peep show days have 
|been shoved into the discard, and 
| those responsible for task of supply- 
jing the world with cinema product 
are on their toes as never before. 
| Battle for important spots on plant 
|payrolls today has simmered down 
|to a matter of survival of the fittest. 
Imagine Their Surprise 
Metamorphism __ got away to 
gradual start last January when 
studio operating costs began to 
mount in the face of a declining do- 
/mestic theatre take and a tightening 
|of blockades in foreign markets. 


Nel Al 
trade press, the only means at hand to dis-| Alarmed home office biggies began 


making more frequent>trips to the 
Coast, bringing with them ever- 
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past three years and now is off on a eee 
world tour from which he will not | Off. exploitation, (Continued on page 15) 
return for nearly a year, it is con- —_—_— P 
sidered more desirable that some an Meanwhile some millions of copies of a Quiz Latest information from the campaign head- | 
rabies ce gonrdhmg hand to! book were shipped to theatres throughout the | quarters is that a two-page questionnaire is be- 
Due to the fact that Griffis is) country, and full details of the cash distribu- | ing mailed to all exhibitors asking for informa- RIE 
chairman of the executive commit-j tion of $250,000 to the public were carried in| tion on every film subject from double-featur- Tendo, iteitl Hainan 
» po b bone ene og Arges the newspaper ads. It was to be a giant give- | ing to the relative drawing power of the vari- FOUNDED BY SIME. SILVERMAN 
poe thar matters, it is aa a hic| aWay of cash, somewhat comparable to the | ous film stars. ae Bld Blivernee Peek ine. 
chairmanship should be added to his Se dua : hi k 1 . 154 West 46th Street, New York Cit 
duties. Griffis, also, is a director of | Irish Sw eepstakes, which make such funny y 
the company. episodes in the newsreels. Oh, yes, they also are asking exhibitors what ne ale ee 
“uk held 5 brief set pongo — trade papers they read, and what major prod-||| sinaie copies ee. nee be ee 
bet ocd pee Towne pga Lodi lasted The film industry was launched upon the | uct they show, oe 
only a few minutes, with nothing but| greatest of all banknites, screenos, free dishes : Vol. 133 No. 3 
routine coming up, it is understood. | and premiums which ever had been promoted Just what this has to do with Motion Pic- 
G in American salesmanship. tures are Your Greatest Entertainment and the | || #@PPY New Year 
Stockbuger to M-G? ——- $250,000 Movie Quiz contest remains to be NDEX | 
Sacramento, Dec. 27. What no one seemed to realize was that the ' explained. I 
P State Director of Finance Arlin E. rm teeeeees sttsseeseees 40 
tockbuger declined to comment on DURE’ 6 dasa ieses eicen eee. ae 
a capital report that he may become College Rhythm ........ Ls a 
sng res acem KORDA STAYING WEST FOUR PLAYERS DROPPED | isc is x | 
ayer when he leaves office soon LB tbat picket 
because of the change in state ad- FOR UA B D MEETING IN PAR ROSTER REVAMP Dance Bands............. 34 
ministrations, ‘ | Exploitation ........... . - 
Stockbuger, it was said, would be d hi Hollywood, Dec. 27. SB Yours. AGG: v6. vccteas oo 6887 
given a position with the picture| Alexander wen Genten tr io of z ? Options on Joan Bennett, Fran-||| Film Booking Chart... 19 
concern, dealing with financial aga a duction, ‘Thief of Bag- ciska Gaal, Ann Todd and Frances | Film Reviews es 
n ’ ee ee eeee ee 
» Eee, dad ’ and is staying on at Coast for FY IN oan pt Aap. ry wh reomsge pho Foru 47 
the annual stockholders’ meeting to veudio’s canineae taal ar . rt asl widened sme 5 Rai 5 
Hays to Coast Jan. 15 [take place in Hollywood, Jan. 12. dropped from, the tonter whee tant Simme Rewlewes., <sicnses 38-39 
Will Hays, in Sullivan, Ind., for the | Korda’s London Fhe Feeen, contracts expire next month are a i or ers alr ae 
holidays, is due back in New York | Ltd., will produce pictures in Amér- ' John Hart, Nora Gale, Harriette||| Trigeomon e 3 
ame Se i i robably three for the} Executive board of the American | - 4 ele ||| Inside—Radio ..... seesees 32 
in time for the adjourned quarterly | 1¢@ again, os 39-40 program Federation of Musicians is slated to! Haddon, Dorothy Howe, Mary (Pun- | International News 11 
session of the Hays directors Jan. 4. Unitee > - “forth | meet the week of Jan. 9 in New| kins) Parker and Janet Waldo. \|| Joe Lauri asdetusheds 6 
H 1 he C f Korda will shuttle back and forth | Dropped from the writer list were | el © isscveees veeees 
hi grote owas br go i oh 5 aorta between the U.S. and England, where | York to go into a huddle with Pat Doris Anderson, Henry Meye 4 Legitimate ....cscssces ..-41-44 
us regular midwinter visit about he will make two pictures of his|Casey and heads of the producer- Jerry Odlum, who + el 1 stg 12”. errr 45 
Jan, 15, total program of five. These are | owned theatre chains on the ques- Richard English Walter Ferris > | eee Coececesesces 33-34 
‘ ’ ipling’s ‘The Jungle|tion o placing pit orchestras. | : SW ACW i icedsscopveceaes 
Bagdad’ and Kipling’s gle | ti f  piaci h | Robertson White ms ane'\|| New Act 37 
SKOURAS TO GREECE Book.’ Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, returns | : Night Clubs .............. 35-37 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. C. H. Browne, Prudential Assur-| from his California vacation this PUN enescesseanah ed ax 
Charles P. Skouras head of Fox-| ance attorney, who came over with | Tuesday (3). . 100 More Seats Than Pop. Outdoors Peete e cece eevee :. ae 
West Coast Theatres, left for New | Korda from England to protect Pru- | Just before he left for the Coast Minneapolis, Dec, 27. Pictures wigisheche baws 06: ae 
York today (Tues.) on the first leg of| dential interests in Korda’s forth- last November the AFM board and Pierz, Minn., near here, has more | Radio ew bea seveeees oceal-ae } 
s a trip to Greece, where he will spend! coming American setup, has since|the group of studio-theatre officials theatre seats than its population Radio—Internatior=] re 27 
two months on business and pleasure. | returned to England, but is expected | had agreed to table the issue tem- of 600. ||| Radio Reviews ...... oscoe am 
Accompanying him are his wife to return to the U.S. again early in porarily while the latter sought to; Star, recently built, representing | Vaudeville ............... 35-37 
and daughter, Margy. January. j develop a solution. a $10,000 investment, has 700 seats. 4 























VARIETY 


Wednesda Ys December 28, 1938 





Hutchinson of 20th Details Plan 
For Fox Co. and UA to Invade South 
African Field; B. R. 33-63 Houses 


+ 





Considerable progress in the plan 
of American major distributors to 
invade the lucrative South African 
picture market, now more or less 
controlled by the Schlesinger the- 
atrical interests with 200 theatres in 
that territory, was revealed when 
Walter J. Hutchinson, foreign man- 
ager fur 20th-Fox, arrived in New 
York ¢22) after a long survey of 
conditions there. United Artists, on 
its own, will open an exchange in 
Johannesburg in February, and 20th- 
Fox and UA have a joint understand- 
ing to grant long-term franchises for 
their product to independent ex- 
hibitors and theatre operators. 

Principal effect of this has been an 
encouraging stimulous to So. African 
capital to buck Schlesinger interests 
by erecting an independent chain of 
33 houses, which may be extended to 
63 cinemas by the end of 1940. 

Six theatres have been completed; 
three in suburbs of Johannesburg, 
one in Durbin, one in Bloemfontein 
and one in Germiston. Another im- 
portant 2,100-seat theatre will be 
constructed in Johannesburg by pri- 
vate capital, together with 20th-Fox, 
which is contributing $200,000 toward 
the project. Construction starts in 
March. 

Hutchinson pointed out the rich- 
ness of the South African market, 
stating that 80% of the peuple are 
engaged in mining and production of 
gold. Cost of living is high, theatre 
admissions are high and picture 
grosses likewise are high, but in- 
come brackets are on a like plane. 
There isn’t a city in the world where 
a picture is worth as much in a first- 
run engagement as in Johannesburg 
with its 500,000 population, according 
to Hutchinson. 

South African picture situation is 
now resolving itself into three large 
available outlets. First there is the 
Schlesinger chain of theatres, play- 
ing RKO, Warner, Paramount and 
some independent product; (2), the 
theatres through which Metro prod- 
uct flows, and (3) the new chain, 
now being organized for United Art- 
ists and 20th-Fox pictures. 

Foreign grosses of 20th-Fox during 
1938 will show a small increase over 
1937 in actual dollars but, consider- 
ing the volume of sales over the pre- 
vious year, the increase is a large 
one. Constant fluctuation and depre- 
ciation in foreign currencies and ex- 
change have kept actual receipts 
down. 

The foreign division of the annual 
Sid Kent sales drive was won by 
the Far Eastern countries, despite 
unsettled war conditions, England 
produced a good increase in busi- 
ness over last year. Hutchinson 
found film business in South America 
normal. The company opened a new 
exchange in Panama, under super- 
vision of W. W. Sullivan. 

Seuth American Slant 

20th-Fox product in Ecuador is re- 
leased through Metro exchange and 
in Lima, Peru, and Santiago, Chile, 
pictures clear through Metro’s first- 
run theatres. Situation in the Ai- 
gentine is about normal although 
there are currency restrictions and 
an increasing resentment against the 
U. S. because of a reported meat 
embargo. Hutchinson does not be- 
lieve, however, that the government 
will go so far as to nationalize the 
Argentine film industry. Consider- 
able opposition from Spanish-made 
films was felt this year, particularly 
in small towns. 

The general problem in Spanish- 
American countries is necessity of 
exchanging their natural products 
for gold. If they can increase their 
foreign trade in the world market, 
they will have additional purchasing 
power and more money to spend for 
amusement and picture entertain- 
ment. 

Otto Bolle’s pioneering to open the 
film market for 20th-Fox and in 
stimulating building of independent 
theatres in South Africa was lauded 
by Hutchinson. Latter leaves New 
York Jan. 14 for product conferences 
on the Coast, 


So. Africa Cautious 
About Over-Seating 


Capetown, Dec. 10. 
Pending confirmation from United 
Artists head office, Arthur Kelly, 
foreign manager for United Artists, 
at present in South Africa, has fixed 
an agreement with W. J. Hutchinson, 





foreign manager for 20th Century- 








Can’t ‘C’ a ‘B’ 





Big exhib in eastern key city 
who runs off a flock of Bs at one 
of his first-run houses there has 
written the town’s film crix ask- 
ing ‘in behalf of the industry’ to 
refrain from referring to any 
pix as Bs. Note told them it’s 
bad for biz and that Hollywood 
is trying to live down designation 
and would the boys, as a special 
favor, just forget about classify- 
ing them alphabetically. 

One of crix contacted told the 
exhib he would oblige and label 
’em Cs in print. 


COL. GIMP’S SENTENCE 
POSTPONED TO JAN. 5) 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Martin (‘Moe the Gimp’) Snyder, 
found guilty of attempting to murder 
Myrl Alderman, accompanist of his 
former wife, Ruth Etting, will not 
be sentenced until Jan. 5, when the 
‘Colonel’ will ask for a new trial. 
Sentence was postponed from yester- 
day (Tuesday). A jury of six men 
and six women was out 46 hours be- 
fore adjudicating him guilty. Judge 
Thomas Ambrose called it an intelli- 
gent verdict. 

Snyder was absolved of three 
other charges, that of attempting to 











LEO SPITZ HEADS CHI 
DRIVE FOR REFUGEES 


Chicago, Dec, 27. 
. Leo Spitz has accepted the job to 
chairman the show business com- 
mittee, which is part of the general 
Chicago committee, designated to 
raise $2,000,000 for the relief of Euro- 
pean refugees. 

Spitz accepted the post following 
withdrawal of John Balaban, forced 
to give up the job by the pressure 
of Balaban & Katz circuit duties. 


GUILDS AGAIN 
WILL HANDLE 
‘OSCARS 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


Annual Academy ‘Oscar’ awards in 
March will again be supervised by 
the various studio Guilds and crafts, 
it was disclosed this week by Donald 
Gledhill, executive secretary of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 


Academy tops said rules adopted 
last year proved so satisfactory that 
no major changes were anticipated 
this year. Meeting of Academy gov- 
erning board will be called shortly 
after Jan. 1 by President Frank 
Capra to appoint a general awards 
committee. 


While the Guilds have not yet been 
approached by the Academy, Ken- 
neth Thomson, executive secretary 
of the Screen Actors Guild, said he 
knew of no reason why the actors 
would not participate on the same 

















murder Miss Etting and his own 
daughter, 
Edith Snyder, and of violating the 
California gun law. Jury failed. to 
-reach an agreement on the fifth 
charge, that of kidnapping Alder- 
man. It was this charge that kept 
the jury out so long. 

Conviction for attempted murder 
carries with it a sentence of one to 
20 years in the penitentiary. 

The shooting took place Oct. 15 in 
Miss Etting’s Beverly Hills home 
after an argument between Snyder— 
who had been divorced by the singer 
after 17 years of marriage—and Al- 
derman. 

While the trial was in progress, 
Miss Eiting and Alderman flew to 
Las Vegas and were married. 





~ No Time for B’way 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Genevieve Tobin turned down a 
part in Sam Behrman’s Broadway 
play, ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 
Picture werk keeps her in Holly- 
wood, 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Rochelle Hudson inked player pact 
at Columbia. 
Warners renewed Milton Krems’ 
writer ticket. 
Columbia 
writer, 

Norman Krasna given writer con- 
tract at RKO. 

RKO renewed Allan Lane’s player 
contract for one year. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., signed by Metro as 
player-writer. 

Metro renewed George B. Seitz’ di- 
rector ticket. 

Nelson Eddy inked new contract at 
Metro. 

20th-Fox signed Kane Richmond to 
new covenant. 

Hal Roach renewed Harry Lang- 
don’s ticket, 











signed Peter Martin, 





Fox, recently oyer here, for the two 
concerns to combine for the South 
African market, to release their pro- 
grams. Announced that British pix 
will figure in the distribution. 

At the end of March there will be 
more than 30 cinemas carrying the 
programs, with 20 more at the end 
of 1939. 

These plans must be accepted with 
caution, as this country will not 
stand for an overdose of cinemas, 
and it will end in a cut-throat busi- 
ness. It is undoubtedly certain that 
African Consolidated Theatres 
(Schlesinger) and Metro will put up 
a stiff fight to retain their standing 
in South Africa. 

Kelly sailed Dec. 9 for England 





and the States. 


by a former marriage, | 


basis as last year. With the extras 
balloting in the nominations in the 
extra division, the total vote may 
reach 15,000. 


The various special awards will be 
decided by the board of governors 
and general awards committee. One 
of these will be a scientific or tech- 
nical trophy. This will be awarded 
for a device, invention, method or 
discovery that is considered of out- 
standing value to the motion picture 
industry. Device must be actually 
employed in production of pictures 
within the awards period. 

To These the Spoils 


Awards that are certain to be re- 
tained by the Academy include: most 
outstanding film, best performance 
by an actor, best performance by an 
actress, best supporting actor per- 
formance, best supporting actress 
performance, best direction, best 
cameraman, best written screen play, 
best original film story, best picture 
song, best assistant director or unit 
manager, best art direction, best film 
editing, best musical scoring, and va- 
rious awards in short subject divi- 
sions. 

Nominations in the actor division 
will be made by the senior members 
of the Screen Actors Guild, but Class 
B members, or extras, will be per- 
mitted to vote in the finals. Direc- 
tors and writers also will be allowed 
to vote in the actor finals. Directors 
and writers will make their own 
nominations, but the actors will be 
allowed to ballot in the final selec- 
tion of director and writer divisions. 
This is the same policy as was fol- 
lowed last year. 


Acad-Guild Breach Healed 


There was slight tiff between the 
Academy and members of the Screen 
Actors Guild over proposed expan- 
sion program for the Academy, but 
this is beli¢ved to have been healed 
when the plan was ditched. Frank 
Capra is president of both the .Acad- 
emy and the Screen Directors Guild. 
Several members of SDG are also on 
Academy board of governors. 

Definite position to be taken by the 
SDG and the Screen Writers Guild, 
which are now engaged in a fight for 
producer recognition, will not be 
known until invitations for them to 
cooperate are sent out by Academy 
shortly after Jan. 1. 


WB’s New Stars 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

John Garfield, Ann Sheridan, John 
Payne and the Dead End Kids have 
been elevated to stardom at Warners. 
Dead Enders get the boost as a 
group, not as individuals. 

Warners has 76 players, 13 direc- 
tors and 52 writers on its contract 











list, according to latest checkup. 
Studio at normal strength. 





Plenty of Legal Pressure in 39 





> % iA aSe see 
Loew stockholders suit. 


Picture business expects to be under tremendous pressure through- 
out the forepart of 1939. Pressure is expected to come both from legis-« 
lative fronts and from anti-trust litigation and stockholder actions. 

The new Congress swings into action next month. Starting in Janu- 
ary, 44 states out of 48 are scheduled to hold regular sessions although 
some do not convene until spring. Of the four remaining states, special 
legislative sessions are expected in three, ‘ 

Biggest threats in Congress are blockbooking legislation and statutes 
incorporating the theatre divorcement idea. Anti-blockbooking meas- 
ures are assured of introduction and many predict some such measure 
will pass at the forthcoming session. 

Old age security and unemployment pension money puts terrific 
pressure on state solons to dig up new measures of taxation in order 
to supply added funds. Federal social security is forcing the various 
states to raise half of the necessary coin, and inevitably the legislators 
turn to the film industry as a source of new coin, 

At the same time, the picture business is trying te keep down un- 
favorable legislation in perhaps 45 different localities including Wash- 
ington, and it still has the Federal anti-trust civil suit pending. 

Both are expected to provide what additional ammunition is needed 
to jam through expensive (to the industry) iegisiative statutes. 
leaders admit that they are getting the worst possible press on the 


Trade 








Jas. Roosevelt Seen as Key to New UA 
Talk Involving Goldwyn-Korda Bay 





Financing sources through which 
the takeover of United Artists by 
Sam Goldwyn and Alexander Korda, 
cold for some time now, might be 
ultimately carried through, are re- 
ported to have figured in the deal 
under which James Roosevelt . be- 
came a vice-president of Sam Gold- 
wyn Productions. Son of the Pres- 
ident, now in the east to spend the 
Christmas holidays, will headquarter 
at the UA home office for several 
months following New Year’s. 


RE-EDIT ‘ST. MARTIN'S 





The money background to the 
Goldwyn-Roosevelt association, if 
not meaning a revival and possible 
consummation of purchase of com- 
plete control of UA by Goldwyn and 
Korda, could figure in connection 
with production for Goldwyn or 
others in UA. Company presently 
is financing Walter Wanger, having 
added $1,500,000 to original budget 
so that his program for this sea- 
son (1938-39), could be increased 
from five to eight. 

Any financing brought about di- 
rectly or indirectly through Roose- 
velt could also indicate an invest- 
ment in behalf of the President’s 


son and plans by him to become ac- 
tively identified with UA as an in- 
vestor. 

The last time the UA takeover 
by Goldwyn-Korda was up, a total 
of around $3,500,00u mgured in the 


LANE’ FOR U. S. OKAY 


Mayflower (Pommer - Laughton) | 
production of ‘St. Martin’s Lane,’ | 





starring Charles Laughton, has been 
re-recorded, re-cut and reedited to 
conform to the American production 
code suggestions. 

Budd Rogers, American represen- 
tative of Mayflower, expects new 
print to arrive from London by Jan. 
1, Paramount has first option for 
the film’s release, 

Par’s current release of “The 
Beachcomber’ (also Pommer-Laugh- 
ton} likewise had to be reedited for 
U. S. consumption. 


Lubitsch at M-G to 
Direct Garbo’s Next 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Ernst Lubitsch signed as director 
with Metro, drawing the Greta Gar- 
‘ab picture, ‘Ninotchka,’ as his first 
ob. 

Metro also took over his services 
as producer-director on ‘Around the 
Corner,’ the picture he had planned 
to produce independently. Shooting 
will be delayed until the return of 
Margaret Sullavan. 


Leaves It High and Dry 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

To avoid international complica- 
tions, Sam Goldwyn passed up his 
option on ‘Dry Guillotine,’ Pierre 
Belbenoit’s tale of France’s penal 
colony. 

Action followed French govern- 
ment’s protest on Warners’ ‘Devil's 
Island.’ 














‘Nancy’ Gets an Upping 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Budget on Warners’ Nancy Drew 


first of the string featuring Bonita 
Granville. : 

Upping goes into effect on the 
third picture, now in preparation, 
to follow the second of the series, 
‘Nancy Drew, Reporter.’ 


750 Color Prints 


Metro may set a new record for 





series gets a tilt as result of the re- | 
ception of ‘Nancy Drew, Detective,’ | 


negotiations. Since that time, UA 
efiected a plan under which pro- 
ducers share in UA profits in ratio 
to the earnings of their pictures, a 
development that may eliminate fur- 
ther interest in a complete take- 
over. With Douglas Fairbanks, 
planning three during the coming 
year and Charlie Chaplin one, the 
only producer-owne: now not active 
is Mary Pickford. 





UA Partners Parley Jan. 12 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Annual meeting of United Artists 
stockholders is slated for Jan. 12, 
with all five owners expected to at- 
tend. 

Alexander Korda is already here, 
and Douglas Fairbanks has promised 
to return from England in time for 
the huddle. 





London Films $2,780 Net 

London, Dec. 12. - 

London Film Productions, Alexan- 
der Korda managing director, has 
issued its latest annual report for the 
past year, which reveals a profit of 
$2,780. The reason given is the finan- 
cial and political situation and the 


+ controversy waged over the new 


Films Act. 

The company has, however, four 
pictures completed that have not yet 
been released. 


U LOADS UP WITH 
TALENT FOR NEW YEAR 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
With 18 thesps under term con- 
tract and 21 more under special pact 








'for one or more pictures, Universal 
\faces the new year well fortified 


with name and featured players. 

Latest contractee, Richard Arlen, is 
signed for six pictures, Jackie 
Cooper for three, George Murphy 
for four, Margaret Sullavan and 
Danielle Darrieux for three each, 
and Adolphe Menjou, Vincent Price, 
Barton MacLane and Joy Hodges for 
one apiece. 





Harman-Ising Cleared 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Harman-Ising Productions, Inc., 


| was discharged from 77b by Federal 


Technicolor prints on a single fea-| Judge Leon R. Yankwich, who 
ture. To get ‘Sweethearts’ into 375 | praised Hugh Harman, Rudolph Ising 
spots last week nearly 400 prints|and Harry Wurtzel.for having paid 
were turned out. off all creditors in full. 


It is now planned to run the total|. Bankruptcy action involved about 
up to 750. $25,000. 
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Statistics on the Mobs 





Following table for final quarter 


of 1937 and first eight months of 


1938 shows how studios have started to use higher type of extras: 


1937 
MONTH TOTAL $5.50 % $8.25 % $11 % 
Oct. cecsece 27,700 6,703 24 7,366 .23 9,985 36 
Nov. -ee 15,515 1,913 12 4,390 25 6,534 42 
Dec. coccees 20,956 3,475 16 5,015 23 8,591 40 

1838 
Jan. ...ees - 15,655 2,173 13 3,963 25 6,872 A 
Feb. ....- «+ 23,226 5,013 21 7,212 ol 8,042 34 
March 15,326 3,827 24 5,016 32 4.044 26 
April 18,531 4,076 21 5,672 30 5,339 28 
May ..cceee 23,958 5,562 23 7,261 .30 8,471 39 
June - 27,418 5,781 21 8,508 31 8,042 29 
July .occces 29,316 7,696 .26 9,332 31 7,916 27 
Aug . 20,524 4,005 19 7,439 36 5,520 26 








Alleged Holding Out on Strong 
Product Pre-Xmas Riles Quakers 








Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Local RKO exchange execs were 
kept busy last week denying charges 
by exhibs that they were holding 
out product for after Christmas, Ex- 
change delivered only one pic dur- 
ing the whole month of December, 
‘Next Time We Marry,’ a B, and had 
no film for Christmas. RKO main- 
tains that the pictures weren’t being 
held out, but merely werent ready 
for release. 

Exhibs’ pet beef, of late, is that the 
very best product should be fed out 
in bad seasons to offset things. 

Universal was also added last week 
to many exhibs’ frowns, twin bill of 
‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ was 
booked by the exchange into many 
nabes, set to break about the second 
week of January, but it was then 
discovered that ‘Son of Frankenstein,’ 
new, is to be released for first ru 
at about the same time, so the nabe 
dates were pulled to protect the mid- 
town houses on ‘Son.’ Exhibds were 
anxious to get the dualler as it has 
been grossing well at the Studio, 350- 
seater, downtown. Enters its sixth 
week at the house on Thursday. 


Pathe Still Working 
Out: Its New Plan 
To Liquidate Co. 


Directors of Pathe Film Group. 
still are working on a new plan of 
liquidation and recapitalization for 
the company to take the place of 
the one which lost out earlier this 
month. Indications are that the new 
plan will not be ready for submis- 
sion to common stockholders before 
the first of next year. 

Because only about 60% of 585,000 
shares of common were represented 
in person or by proxy at the special 
meeting set to approve the plan 
about two weeks ago, the original 
Pathe plan automatically was de- 








feated. It required approval of at 
least 80% of the common stock- 
holders. 





GILLHAM BACK WEST 
TO REVAMP PAR SETUP 


Bob Gillham, back from the Coast 
in time for Christmas, will leave 
shortly after the first of the year to 
spend several months at the studio, 
coordinating the advertising and 
publicity activities west. 

The setup there, with Terry De- 
Lapp in charge of the publicity de- 
partment and Cliff Lewis over ad- 
vertising, will remain the same. Al 
Wilkie, who was reported possibly 
going out to head the combined de- 
partments, will stay in the east. 








Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Bob Hussey, with Terry DeLapp’s 
publicity staff at Paramount, takes 
command of the studio’s new depart- 
ment of radio exploitation Jan. 1. 
Bert Holloway, news editor, moves 
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Par Sues Catlett 
For Waiking on Pic 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Paramount sued Walter Catlett for 
$8,000 in federal court, charging the 
actor with violating a contract to 
play in ‘I’m From Missouri’ at $1,500 
a week. 

Catlett, the studio claims, worked 
one day and then refused to con- 
tinue in his role. 


UA TOPS PIX 
IN XMAS 
BOUNTY 


United Artists, giving a week's 
salary for all earning up to $200, tops 
the amusement field in Christmas 
bonuses, with most companies re- 
stricting the holiday stocking excess 
to much smaller amounts, In addi- 
tion to the bonuses given by major 
producer-distributors, various New 
York theatres as well as chains 
throughout the country are giving 
out something this year. 

The UA bonus of a week’s salary 
up to $200 applies not only to the 
home office but also to all the com- 
pany’s exchanges. Other majors pay- 
ing Xmas bonuses are Paramount, 
Metro-Loew’s and Warners, latter 
both for the home office and through 
a bonus system placed in effect for 
the exchanges last year, also to the 
sales forces in the various branches 
of this country and Canada. 

Loew-Metro employees bonuses go 
to salaries not over $100. Payment 
was two weeks’ salary unless the 
amount exceeded $50. Paramount 
made all those earning up to $50 a 
week eligible, with a top of $40 paid 
where the salary ranged between 
$40 and $50. 

Twentieth Century-Fox, RKO and 
Universal distributed no bonuses. In 
1937, 20th-Fox handed out liberal 
bonuses to all its employees. 


Arthur Loew Per Usual 

Employees of Metro’s foreign de- 
partment in New York received a 
surprise post-Christmas gift yester- 
day (Tuesday) in the form of $25 in 
cash plus a full week’s salary, re- 
gardless of their weekly pay. It is 
the personal gift of Arthur Loew, 
head of the foreign department, who 
arrived in New York by plane late 
Monday (26) from Miami, final leg of 
his journey to South America. He 
issued instructions yesterday as soon 
as he came into his office. Loew gave 
the same bonus last year. 

Loew, who was accompanied by his 
wife, has been on an inspection tour 
of Latin-American countries for the 
last two months. He was joined by 
his brother, David Loew, and his 
wife, during latter stages of his trip. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Loew arrive in 














up as DeLapp’s chief assistant. 


N. Y¥. by boat today (Wednesday). 


EXTRAS’ COIN OFF $430,000 








lt WAGE TILT 


| 

Studios Called Mob of 296,-| 
137 Last Year for $2,986,- | 
372 Divvy—Daily Average | 
Up to $10.76 — Economy 
Drive Blamed for Slump 





OLDSTERS HIT 





Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Total earnings of film extras 
dropped $430,000 this year despite a 
10% wage tilt. Central Casting re-| 
ports that approximately 40,000 few- | 
er jobs were handed out in 1938, | 
and that loss in earnings would have | 
been even higher but for a 10%| 
wage tilt given atmosphere players. | 

Studios used 296,137 extras during | 
12 months of last year, players di-| 





ments during 1938 were 256,336. | 
Average daily earnings of extras | 
climbed from $10.03 in 1937 to $10.76 | 
this year. 


of atmosphere players in 1938 pro- 
ductions. ‘Captains Courageous’ was 
an example. Less than a handful of 
extra players were used, although 
the film was one of the boxoffice 
hits of the year. 

Actors blame decrease on retrench- 
ment policies of companies. 


been instructed to eliminate se- 
quences and scenes calling for the 
use of iarge numbers of extras. Stu- 


any general policy to cut down on 
use of extras. They insist it just 
happened the class of films produced 
did not call for mob scenes. 

There has been a general policy, 
however, to use a better type extra. 
As a result players in the higher- 
wage brackets have secured most of 
the work. Younger faces also have 
received the majority of calls. Lat- 
ter is especially true of femme ex- 
tras. Those over 35 are getting only 
occasional jobs. 


Swing to Dress Extras 

Records show that although 14% 
of registered extras are over 50 years 
of age, only 5% of group is working. 
Swing to use of higher-salaried ex- 
tras started in fall of 1937 after new 
Wage agreement with the SAG be- 
came_—_ effective and continued 
throughout 1938. 

Of the total number of extras em- 
ployed in October, 1937, 36% were 
paid $11 per day; 42% received $11 
in November of that year, and 40% 
in December, 1937. Higher type ex- 
tra continued to draw the assign- 
ments this year, with 44% receiving 
$11 per day in January, 34% in Feb- 
ruary, 26% in March, 28% in April, 
35% in May, 29% in June, 27% in 
July and 26% in August. Figures 
for the final quarter have not been 
compiled, but directors at Central 
Casting claim the percentage for that 
period will be even higher. 

Percentage of $8.25 players ranks 
second, with those drawing $5.50 
checks in a small minority. 

Heavy production schedules the 
last three months of the year en- 
abled extras to lay up a surplus for 
Christmas. Players received approxi- 
' mately $750,000 for work during that 
period. 

Total job placements for months 
in 1938 compared with 1937 follow: 











|and have petitioned National Labor | GETS SUED FOR $11,987 


|of the charities are unquestionably worthy. 


Some | 
of them claim writers have even'| 


dio executives deny there has been | 





| 


| Relations Board for certification as 


| tras. 


20,981 | of Dr. David Livingstone in the 20th- 
20,000 | Fox big-budget production, ‘Stanley 
| and Livingstone.’ 


1937 1938 
BOR 6 6 Rta rbare 25,280 15,655 | 
[POG seugsebeouss 21,147 23,326 | 
| PROTO dens veces 30,462 15,326 | 
| eeerrr errr sy 33,640 18,531 | 
t oar 19,372 23,958 | 
freer iy 22,226 27,418 | 
WEE sdievns de cesa 29,786 29,316 | 
BEB. ccccccicces 24,881 20,524 
1 OBS ccccese dese 25,139 16,693 
1 PPro rcs 27,700 24,698 
ION viesctudeee 15,515 
BBs. 0.65 ecncssesn eee 
296,137 256,336 


Dip in earnings has resulted in 
| considerable dissension among Class 





NOP ESPITE | MAINSTREETAND ACTORS 





This is the time of the year when actors and entertainers gen- 
erally are asked by innumerable organizations all over the coun- 
try to give their services free. In the name of charity. Many 
Others, perhaps, 
wouldn’t care for any acute probing of who benefits and how 
much, This is not the place to bring up the question of swivel 
chair overhead. Suffice that nation-wide abuses of the charity 
theatrical entertainment have given plausible excuse for a ‘con- 
trol’ system fostered by the so-called Theatre Authority. The 
latter works with and in general has the privately expressed, if 
not publicly proclaimed, blessing of the actor craft unions and 
their membership. 


Not the least guilty, among those who exploit talent and de- 
mand gratis appearances, are certain provincial newspaper col- 
umnists and/or publishers exerting pressure upon these column- 
ists. The only point for trade paper comment is just this— 
there must be no confusion between a ‘favor’ and an ‘obliga- 
tion.’ Performers are famous—and to their credit—for gen- 
erous giving of their services. But this ought to be clearly 
recognized as a voluntary act of kindness and in no sense an 
obligation. There is a not-to-be-tolerated tendency in some 
communities to peevishly translate an occasional refusal into 


viding $2,986,372.89. Total job place-| ungracious inferences that the actor or entertainer is ‘indiffer- 


ent’ to the orphans or other ostensible beneficiaries. Abuse of 
traveling performers, direct or indirect, for declining to partici- 
pate in locally-sponsored charity entertainments is pretty thick. 


Both studio executives and actors | There is no similar thought of stigmatizing or ‘nasty cracking’ 


admit there has been a definite trend; about traveling salesmen or other visitors who, for their own 
away from the use of large numbers | re 


asons, decline to respond to local charity promotions. 


That famous banquet in Detroit a year or more back where 
buttered rolls and other items from the table were thrown by 
drunks at actors that were giving their services to ‘charity’ was 
called exaggerated at the time by the shame-faced gents who 
put the affair over. It was widely resented in the entertain- 
ment profession. Whenever actors get together they tell stories 
of similar abuses of their good nature by the Main Street men- 
about-town. The same breed that thinks no actress is or can be 
a lady. 


Show people are supposed to be fair game for all sorts of 
sensational distortion in newsheads. They are carelessly slan- 
dered in common talk with no factual basis or first-hand infor- 
mation to back it up. Theatres are charged special advertising 
rates and expected to fork up passes to scores of local ‘big shots’ 
(with no thanks) and the whole idea that the local charity 
promotion has an automatic claim upon the services of show- 
men and performers for extraordinary cooperation is fairly 
widespread. 


Let the actors stick to their principles. A small percentage 
deduction from charity entertainments, largely made possible 
by professional talent, is fully justifiable because (a) it’s evi- 
dence of good faith( b) it’s a cross-check on racketeers, and (c) 
show biz must take care of its own. 


Actors should be ‘hard to get’ for charity, otherwise pro- 
moters and others, worthy or otherwise, will think nothing of 
the donation; will take it for granted. Local chairmen, pub- 
lishers, politicians, broadcasters and I-can-fix-it guys will take 
the bows, and those bows mean prestige (and prestige means 
money), to a lot of the charity talk can be realistically assayed 


even while holding every sympathy for the unfortunate and 
underprivileged. 


About the most direct kindness, perhaps, is for entertainers 
to go to hospitals, jails, sanitariums and so on and give their 
performances directly for the benefit of the inmates. Such re- 
quests ought to have priority over all others in local communi- 
ties. But, above all, don’t let the profession be kicked around, 
used as a soft touch by persons or groups that have scant ap- 
preciation of the favor bestowed and a ready temper when an 
overworked, sick and harassed performer begs off. 





\are concealing their identity recent. (LO! GETS FED, METRO 


lly organized Cinema Players, Inc., | 


bargaining representative for the ex- 





They claim SAG tops permit- Boise, Dec. 27. 
ted extra membership to climb to| Federal court jur , 
such a figure that none of the play- | jury couldn’t agree 


ers can earn a living from industry. | on who fed 385 Indians on location at 

McCall, Idaho, last summer for film- 

. ’ ° ing of ‘Northwest Passage.’ Keith 

Hardwicke’s Pic Lead Farley, Idaho hotelman, sued Metro 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke gets the role 





for $11,987 for redskins’ victuals, 
Metro contended it paid food bill 
and all Farley did was supervise 
feeding. A hung jury was dismissed. 

Metro failed to complete ‘North- 
west Passage’ location stuff due to 
heavy weather of early fall, and will 
| resume next spring. 


British actor recently finished 
American stage tour in ‘Shadow and 
Substance.’ 
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Roxy Fan Couldn't 


Get In Under : 


1 PM. 25c Admish, Sues, but Loses 








Suit brought by the State of New 
York against the Roxy Theatre, Inc., 
New York, on complaint of a patron, 
John S. Zvirin, was dismissed in 
magistrate’s court Dec. 18. Action 
was filed under Sec. 421 of the State 


Penal Law on ‘untrue and mislead- 
ing advertisements’ over alleged re- 
fusal to admit a patron for adver- 
tised admission price. 

The Roxy, during run of ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band’ last August, ad- 
vertised ‘Picture and Stage Show, 
any day, any seat, 25c to 1 p.m. Chil- 
dren always l5c.’ Plaintiff, his wife 
and daughter sought admission to 
theatre August 21 (a Sunday}, ar- 
riving in line around the theatre 
about 12:15 p.m. By the time the 
line reached the boxoffice, the 1 p.m. 
deadline for morning admission 
prices had passed, and Zvirin refused 
to pay the afternoon price of 55c. 

Plaintiff contended there was am- 
ple room inside theatre for all pa- 
trons who had arrived before 1 p.m., 
that they should not have been 
forced to wait in line outside box- 
offices, and that the purpose of the- 
atre in doing so probably was in- 
tended to force payment of higher 
admission charge. 

Walter R. Corwey, assistant treas- 
urer of theatre, put in the defense 
that the boxoffices stopped sale of 
tickets at 12:15 p.m. because all the 
5,850 seats were filled. Plaintiff coun- 
tered by producing witness who tes- 
tified this was untrue. 

Part of court’s decision was based 
on legal precedent established in 
ease of ‘Luxemberg vs. Keith & 
Proctor,’ and other cases, to the ef- 
fect that ‘a theatre does not sell 
merchandise nor render service. It 
admits or licenses its patrons to 
view performances but is not re- 
quired by its character to grant this 
privilege to all comers and is free 
to admit only those it chooses to ad- 
mit, except that it may not make 
race, creed or color the basis of ex- 
clusion or discrimination.’ 


GOLDWYN IN MEDICAL 
DISPUTE WITH ‘DOCTOR’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Samuel Goldwyn enters the con- 
troversial field of socialized medicine 
with ‘I Am a Doctor,’ a picture 
based on an idea now being fought 
by the American Medical Assn. 

Goldwyn writers are slated to sit 
in on the forthcoming hearings in 
Washington, at which Dr. Morris 
Fishbein, head of AMA, and other 
leading medicos will testify on the 
trend toward mass medication. Wal- 
ter Brennan, whose Goldwyn con- 
tract was recently renewed, is due 
for an important part in the picture. 


Pascal's ‘Disciple’ Set 











For Spring H’ wood Start 





Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

‘Devil’s Disciple’ is the next Ber- 
mard Shaw play to be filmed by 
Gabriel Pascal, producer of ‘Pyg- 
malion.’ Piece will be shot in Holly- 
wood next spring as part of a two- 
picture deal with Metro. 

Pascal will also produce ‘Doctor’s 
Dilemma’ for General Films of Lon- 
don, under an agreement he made in 
mnajend before he signed the Metro 
pac 


More Spirit for ‘Culver’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
‘The Spirit of Culver’ moves up 
into Universal’s biggie class, with an 
increased budget of about $500,000. 
Whitney Bolton, scripter, spent 
several weeks at the Indiana military 
a getting atmosphere and de- 
tails, 











Milland in ‘Geste’ 


Hollwood, Dec. 27. 

Ray Milland gets the important 
role of brother John in support of 
Gary Cooper in Paramount’s remake 
of ‘Beau Geste,’ to be directed by 
William A. Wellman. 

Assignment whittles down Mil- 
land’s vacation in England. Picture 
rolls Jan. 16. 





————$—$<$< 


New Kind of Santa 








Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Retroactive payoff to studio 
white collar workers under pro- 
visions of the Wage-Hour law 
will exceed $25,000. From 50-250 
secretaries and other front office 
employes will draw from $20- 
$150 each. 

All studios will pay off tomor- 
row (Wednesday) on coin accu- 
mulating since the act went into 
effect Oct. 24. Studios are now 
working on back coin due crafts- 
men which will require two 
weeks and thus further up the 
ante. 


Middlebury, Vt., Exhib 
Sues Indie Chain Op. 
And 8 Majors for 10 


Middlebury, Vt., Dec. 27. 

Eight major picture producing and 
distributing companies and Samuel 
Kurson of Bangor, Maine, and Mid- 
dlebury are named in a $100.000 
damage suit brought by a Middle- 
bury theatre owner in a case which 
will test the validity of block-book- 
ing. Violation of the Sherman anti- 
trust act is the basis of the action 
filed in Burlington’s U. S. district 
court by Kenneth M. Gorham, op- 
erator of the inde ,endent Town Hail 
theatre in Middlebury. Defendant 
companies are Paramount, Univer- 
sal, Columbia, Loew’s, Inc., 20th- 
Fox, Vitagraph, Inc., RKO Radio 
Pictures and United Artists. 


Besides asking for damages, the 
plaintiff seeks an injunction. 

He charges the defendant distribu- 
tors refused delivery of an adequate 
supply of pix at reasonable prices. 

The defendant Kurson is an offi- 
cial of the Graphic Circuit which 
operates 16 theatres in Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont, among 
them the Campus, Middlebury. 

By threats and coercion Kurson 
allegedly sought to induce or com- 
pel the plaintiff to discontinue the 
operation of Town Hall theatre and 
also sought to secure its lease, Gor- 
ham states, and lists these acts as 
follows: 

In May, 1937, Kurson attached a 
film sent to the plaintiff by Colum- 
bia. In July, 1937, he attached a 
Universal film. 

He caused the plaintiff’s theatre to 
be checked for some months and in- 
duced checkers to create minor dis- 
turbances in the Town Hall to annoy 
patrons, 

In August, 1938, he caused his at- 
torney, who was also the attorney 
for the town of Middlebury, to in- 
terfere with the position of adver- 
tising signs of the plaintiff. 

The writ contains an explanation 
of block-booking and its effect upon 
the independent theatre operator. 

The defendant companies, it states, 
not only produce the great majority 
of .the films produced each year in 
this country, but also practically the 
only films having any commercial 
value. The films manufactured by 
other producers, known in the trade 
as the ‘independent producers’ have 
been of an inferior quality and have 
not been generally exhibited at mo- 
tion picture theatres, the complaint 
states. 

The number of suitable films man- 
ufactured by the independent pro- 
ducers is wholly inadequate to sup- 
ply the seasonal needs of any mo- 
tion picture theatre, and a regular 
supply of the films of the major pro- 
ducers is essential for every theatre 
operator, particularly in Middlebury, 
according to Gorham. 

Further explaining the block-book- 
ing arrangements, Gorham says in 
making contacts with independent 
exhibitors, it has been customary to 
require them to license the: entire 
season’s product of the distributor 
before the films are produced, the 
system known as ‘block-booking’ or 
‘blind buying,’ and to execute con- 
tracts, containing harsh and op- 
pressive conditions, and providing 
for the ‘run,’ ‘protection’ and for 
the maintenance of minimum admis- 
sion prices at the theatres of the ex- 
hibitors. 

Gorham also said that ‘zoning and 
clearance’ by which the defendants 














do not permit showing of first-run 


uabeis Leads Off M-G 
Quartet with ‘Women’ 


Hollywood, Dec, 27. 

"The Women’ was put into prep- 
aration by Hunt Stromberg as the 
first of four pictures on his produc- 
tion slate at Metro. 

Second on his list is ‘Return of the 
Thin Man,’ to be followed early in 
April by ‘Northwest Passage.’ 


SCHINES OGLE 
PHILLY ZONE 


, 27. 
Schine Bros., operators of about 
130 houses in. New York, Delaware, 
|Kentucky and Ohio, are aiming to 
enter the local field here. Willard 
S. McKay, attorney for the big indie 
circuit, is understood to have com- 
missioned the real estate firm of 
i'Thomas & Groshon to attempt to 
|acquire any possible houses for the 
Schines, in either the city or sub- 
|urbs. Several operators are said to 
|have been propositioned, including 
|one owner of a closed house. 
| Entry of the circuit, with its tre- 
|mendous buying power, into the 
| Philly territory might change the 
| setup here considerably, especially 
|affecting Warners in control of: a 
|'majority of houses in the city. 

















Skouras’ Detroit Bid 
Detroit, Dec. 27. 

Hearings will start Thursday (29) 
on a bondholders’ petition for re- 
moval of Dave Idzal and Union 
|Guardian Trust Co. as trustees of the 
reorganized Colwood Co., owners of 
the Fox theatre here. 

According to the petition, the 
trustees have failed to execute a 
leasing agreement okayed ir. June, 
1937, by Federal Judge Ernest 
O’Brien. Plan called for leasing of 
theatre to Skouras Bros. at minimum 
rental of $125,000 yearly plus per- 
centage of gross. 

Judge O’Brien referred the peti- 
tion to Paul H. King and George A. 
Marston, referees in bankruptcy. 


FRANK FAY’S $2.50 TOP 
VAUDE AT CORT, N. Y 


Frank Fay will return to Broadway 
for a straight vaudeville experiment 
in the Cort about Feb. 1. Fay and 
some stooges will break in coming 
east. Shuberts are reported interest- 
ed in venture which would, if suc- 
cessful, provide vaudeville for unused 
legit theatres. 

Plan is to give seven nightly shows 
plus a Saturday matinee, the nine 
acts to change every four weeks. 
Unit type of diversion will be staged 
by Harry Delmar. Top, $2.50. 

Fred Keating has been penciled in 
as one of the acts on the first bill. 


Four to Go on Derr’s 
Mono Slate Next Year 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

With four of his eight Monogram 
features completed, E. B. Derr starts 
production on the remaining four 
Jan. 3, beginning with ‘Star Re- 
porter.’ 

‘Undercover Agent’ rolls Jan. 28, 
‘The Girl From Rio’ Feb. 15, and 
‘Prison Born’ early in March. 


Robinson, ‘Nazi Spy’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Edward G. Robinson is slated for 
the top role in ‘The Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy,’ due to roll at Warners 
in two weeks, 
Director is Anatole Litvak. 


























PAR’S WATER HOLE 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Construction of Paramount’s new 
$45,000 water stage got under way 
today under direction of A. C. Zoulis, 
chief engineer. . 

Structure will have a 50-foot 
clearance, covering the present back 
lot tank, 114 by 140 feet. 





pictures within certain areas and for 
certain periods after first showing 
for ‘protection,’ also works a hard- 
ship on him. 
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3 Strong British Pix on Bway 


All that remains to transform Broadway’s theatrical district this week 
to a Piccadilly closeup is for the traffic to reverse itself and adopt left- 
hand passing. Three important British-made films are at the Astor, 
Globe and Rivoli, and each is off to a smash boxoffice play. 

Two of the openings were on Christmas Eve, Charles Laughton in 
"The Beachcomber,’ made by Erich Pommer and released by Para- 
mount, is at the Rivoli; ‘The Lady Vanishes,’ a G-B Gainsborough pro- 
duction, released by 20th-Fox, directed by Alfred Hitchcock, is at the 
Globe (both of these the newcomers), and Bernard Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G) starring Leslie Howard and Wendy Hiller, at the Astor, in its 
third week, latter SRO from the start. 

New York dailies did handsprings in reviewing the new Hitchcock 
attraction, their back-patting ranging from four-star ratings to raves 
about it being one of the ‘best’ of the year. 

Showmen are watching the three-cornered sales effort by Metro, 
Paramount and 20th-Fox on their U. S. selling. Pictures are all of 
about the same calibre, which is excellent, hence the returns will test 
the comparative selling skill of three of the top American distributing 
organizations. 


An Option Is a Nervous Breakdown 
In Writing—Lefty's H'wood Findings 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Dec. 27. 

















Dear Joe: 

Well, at last we’re back home again and glad to see the old faces, of 
which this town has plenty. The talk here is much easier on the ears than 
it is in Hollywood, especially if you don’t know much arithmetic. We had 
a nice trip coming back, You know, it takes you just as long driving out 
of Hollywood as it does to get in, and many a guy has waited years to do 
both. When we finally got out of the city limits Aggie sighed and said 
she felt the past couple of weeks like she was watching double features, 
shorts, trailers and comedies. To her Hollywood is a big picture screen 
in a big theatre. Some people get better seats than others, some are in 
the show with big parts and some are just ushers. 

Things were slowing down at some of the studios, which will make a 
lot of parents go back to work. I’m glad we left before option time came 
around, as they say that is the saddest season of the year there. You know 
—an option is a nervous breakdown on paper. 

It was getting cooler when we left, although you could wear a palm 
beach suit comfortably if you had flannel underwear underneath. It was 
pretty windy, so when I stopped for gas I said.to the little stale guy that 
waited on me, ‘There’s lots of wind here today, Brother,’ and the guy 
said, ‘It don’t belong here; it all comes from away down southwest.’ All 
these guys are Chamber of Commerce muggs at heart. 

Got home and found Vic, who I left.in charge, in a little trouble. He 
played the ‘Suez’ picture and for an exploitation stunt he had some guys 
dig up the street, and had them dressed like Arabs. It was a great idea 
and the picture drew plenty, but the profits went back into fixing up the 
street again. Yesterday I ran a double feature, and they were both so bad 
they hissed the audience for coming in. 

Well, it all evens up. I looked over my books, and find that I’m getting 
outta debt gradually—my creditors are dying one by one. Of course, 
Christmas ain’t helping business any. People are spending their dough for 
presents and, after shopping, they’re too tired to go to a picture show. 
But that’s what I like about the show business—a feller has always got 
an alibi for bad business. A regular business man just sez business is 
bad, but a showman can tell you why. I am sure business is gonna pick 
up after the holidays; at least, that’s what I told the banker. 

We got the outside of the theatre looking swell. We got holly wreaths 
and small trees all lit up in the lobby and it looks very Christmasy. 
Everybody admires the decorations. Aggie sed we should show the pic- 
tures in the lobby and put the decorations inside the theatre and we'd do 
more business. Gonna put on ‘Scrooge’ on the air for the kiddies Christ- 
mas Day. I’m gonna play Scrooge, and I think I do it pretty good because 
at rehearsals I frightened all the kids. We are gonna have a bunch of the 
kids from my dancing school sing Christmas carols. I wish you could 
hear them. They sing swell together, well, pretty near together, but 
they’re all under 10 years of age. Aggie sez that’s their only excuse, and 
calls them ‘Im-matures’, 

I don’t know what to get Aggie for Xmas, Her jewelry is all wearing 
out. I’m going out tomorrow and look ‘around for something that she 
don’t need. That usually makes the best-looking present. I would like 
to get her somethin’ real good this year because she’s worked pretty hard, 
but I always remember what my old man used to say, ‘If you can’t have 
what you want, then just want what you have.’ Which ain’t bad advice 
especially when you ain’t got. 4 

Tell the gang back there that Aggie and me toss a holiday nod towards 
them, sez : 

Your pal, 
at tt “4 Lefty. 

Was as ea 0 le i 
porte BoA. sy arn things as to forget, 


Make Way for O’Briens 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
R. J. Oberinger, head of Warners 


P. S—Bert Kalmar sez, 
then we'd know 





WB WANTS ‘SYRACUSE’ 
FOR EDDIE ALBERT 











studio legal department, was ques- 
tioned by attorneys for Pat O’Brien, 
freelance actor, who is suing the 
Warners star of the same name, 
Louella Parsons and Jimmie Fidler 
for $500,000. Defendants are charged 
with conspiring to prevent the free- 
a O’Brien from obtaining studio 
work. 


Next deposition session is slated 
for tomorrow (Wednesday) when 
the defendants are due for question- 
ing. 





OUTGROWS SHORTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Gordon Hollingshead, producer of 
patriotic shorts at Warners, was ele- 
vated to the rank of feature pro- 
ducer, 


First feature length job is ‘Hero 
for a Day,’ to be followed by ‘Blind 
Spot.’ Meanwhile, Hollingshead will 
continue producing historical shorts. 





Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Warners is dickering for George 
Abbott’s current Broadway hit, ‘The 
Boys from Syracuse,’ by Rodgers and 
Hart, as the second of a series fea- 
turing Eddie Albert. He’s under a 
WB termer after he gets through 
with Abbott’s stage commitments. 
First will be ‘The Poor Nut,’ slated 
to roll as Albert finishes his current 
stage job in ‘Syrause.’ 


Desert Ghosts Walk 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Ghost towns of the California des- 
ert form the basis of ‘American 
Fable,’ a serio-comic picture at RKO, 
with Robert Sisk producing and Gar- 
son Kanin as pilot. 
John Twist, scripter, is boiling two 
stories into one, Originals are by 
Thames Williamson and Sam Marx. 
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enactments, 

With a new Congress opening ses- 
sions next week in Washington, and 
with numerous legislatures called for 
spring or autumn meetings, both 
distributor and exhibitor leaders 
who are earnest and sincere in their 
desires for self-regulation will press 
for an early reconvening of the ne- 
gotiating committees. 

Leaders of the Allied States or- 
ganization are unwilling to voice in- 
dividual opinions as to the probable 
action by the association’s board of 
directors when the group meets 
early next month to receive a re- 
port from its negotiating committee. 
Although many Allied members: 
have subscribed to a program of 
‘reformation by legislation,’ there 
exists within the body an influential 
group that is hopeful for the ulti- 
mate success of an industry plan 
which will cope in a practical man- 
mer with the recurring problems of 
distribution and exhibition, 

One Siant on It 


One comment from a prominent 
and successful exhibitor, who main- 
tains independent operations as well 
as affiliated partnerships, is an ex- 
Pression of regret that the first 
drafted proposals did not contain 
some basis for setting up a continu- 
ing body of industry leaders that 
would function as a fact-finding and 
recommending committee. Much ex- 
hibitor support, he said, could be 
won to a program, the very nature 
of which tended to bring within self- 
regulation some of the points which 
have been debated, but omitted from | 
the initial draft. He pointed out fur- 
ther that the essence of the film busi- 
hess provides business and commer- 
cial backgrounds that shift con- 
stantly under pressure of both in- 
dustry and public opinion. 

That much remains to be worked 
out in detail by the negotiating com- 
mittees is indicated by the general | 
terms in which the subject of arbi-| 
tration of disputes is discussed in | 
the first proposal draft. It is recited | 
that, ‘The principles and factors in- | 


‘volved in the matters to be arbi-| 


trated, the rules and regulations to: 
s0vern submissions, hearings and 
awards, the methods of selecting ar- | 
bitrators and other matters in con- 
nection with the arbitration pro-| 
ceeding have not been fully dis- 
cussed,’ 


Of all intra-industry matters 
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could secure through the courts or 
government interference. What we 
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need is a greater confidence between 
the distributors and exhibitors, and 
this wil] be a beginning and I hope 
bring us all closer together in the 
industry. 


One Indie’s Slant On 
An End to Wrangling 


By M. LOEWENSTEIN 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 22. 

Block booking is not the evil its 
proponents would taave you believe. 

The motion picture industry has 
grown from a young vigorous child- 
hood into a dawdling age. Its 
creaks and aches have to have causes 
—and the many yelps find ‘Block 
Booking’ the target. It’s time we 
took inventory—a house divided 
cannot prosper. Production, dis- 
tribution and exhibition of pictures 
interlock to the point that only com- 
mon sense can solve our problems— 
and only when the circuits, who own 
production, gain control will all the 
faults and plaints be capable of a 
unit solution. 

Until then we must remember 
that it’s only the (of 
whom I am one) who are agitating. 
Let’s forget our selfishness, quit try- 
_ing to regulate by delivering our- 
selves into the hands of the lawyers, 
| who seek only the fee and will find 
_a new client when our investments 
| are wrecked. Run your own busi- 
| ness, use the brains that God gave 
| you. Stop the glib, smooth-tongued 
| Salesman and buy the contract your 
| Situation justifies at its worth to you. 

Apply the Golden Rule and, if 

you're not met half way, do busi- 
| ness with the other fellow. That's 

the answer: If you must have cer- 
tain product, drive your bargain 
hard but remember the pictures be- 
long to the other fellow and he 
didn’t start you in this business. 
Motion pictures are the only mer- 
chandising that the buyers run to 
_the courts about. No other really 
| big project seems to have so much 
| internal trouble. Too much fault- 
finding has depleted the energy of 
| showmanship and the boxoffices are 
| reflecting the discord. 
_ Hollywood can’t make all good 
pictures, some are better than oth- 
_ers. The men putting money into 
| production deal with a creative art, 
| and make mistakes. Much waste ic 
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‘Pyg’ Surprises L. A. with Record 
$8,000; Hardys’-Carol $22,100, 
) Spots, ‘Sawyer -Al Pearce 126 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Christmas Day biz, plus that of 
Monday, was plenty strong, handily 
overcoming weak takes of opening 
days last week. 

Biggest surprise of the bunch was 
the showing of ‘Pygmalion’ at the 
Four Star where it is hanging up a 
house record of $8,000. Film opened 
Sunday when it garnered $1,200, fol- 
lowed by a walloping $1,500 on Mon- 
day. 

Chinese and State, each showing 
‘Out West with the Hardys’ and 
‘Christmas Carol’ are the towns 
leaders with a combined $22,100 in 
the strong box. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75 — ‘West with Hardy’s’ 
(M-G) and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). 
Okay $9,600. Last week, ‘Goes My 
Heart’ (UA) and ‘Up River’ (20th), 
$6,700, n.s.h. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB) (2d week). Indicating 
$10,000 after first session hit $12,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Pygmalion’ (M-G). Setting a new 
house record with a mighty $8,000. 
Last week, 11 days of ‘Citadel’ (M- 
G), okay $2,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB) (2d week). Will add 
$9,000 to first week’s $11,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) and 
‘Annabel’ (RKO) plus vaude. After 
several weeks of straight second run 
screen fare, house this week has 
‘Drummond’ for first showing and 
will get around $7,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Girls’ School’ 
(Col). Helping itself to $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) and 
‘Spy Ring’ (Col), poor $4,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Tom Sawyer, Detective’ (Par) and 
stage show. Al Pearce heading stage 
show responsible for good $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Say French’ (Par), poor 


$8,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—Blondie’ 
(Col) and ‘Girls’ School’ (Col). 
Downtown biz fine during Yule week 
so answer will be $7,500. Last week, 
‘Little Tough Guys’ (UA) and ‘Spy 
Ring’ (Col), $5,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—West with the Hardy’s’ (M-G) 
and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Pop- 
ularity of Hardy series continues 
and with ‘Christmas Carol’ appro- 
priate for holiday throngs will do 
neat $12,500. Last week, ‘Goes Heart’ 
gad and ‘Up River’ (20th), fair 


United Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Up River’ (20th). Doing okay on 
moveover for $2,500. Last week, 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G), fair $2,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and ‘Up 
River’ (20th). Nothing special at 

000. Last week, ‘Shining Hour’ 
(M-G) and ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G), 





‘Hour’-‘Lady’ $7,500, 
‘Winds’ 4G, Montreal 


Montreal, Dec. 27. 

Worst week of year is being fol- 
lowed by upturn, with Capitol lead- 
ing field on $7,500 for ‘Shining Hour.’ 
Loew’s has Blackstone and four chil- 
dren’s mats that may hoist gross to 
$8,000 on ‘Five of Kind’ Balance 
also pointing to nice grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) (2d week). Hit- 
= after excellent $8,000 last 

ee 


week, 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col). Showing enough zip to 
establish itself as town’s topper at 
$7.500. Last week, ‘Heart of North’ 
ed and Devil’s Party’ (WB), poor 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 25-34-40)— 
‘Five of Kind’ (20th) plus Black- 
stone with vaude. Four children’s 
mats and six nights. Looking for 
$8,000, good. Last week, ‘Girls on 
Probation’ (WB) and vaude, poor 
$4,400 on eight days. 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) and ‘Girls 
School’ (Col). Pacing for good $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par) and ‘Thanks for Memory’ 
(Par). poor $2,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA) and ‘Little Or- 
phan Annie’ (RKO). Very attrac- 
tive $4,000 in sight. Last week, third 
session of ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
flop at $1,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50)—'Paix sur le Rhin’ (2d 
week). Same as first session at $1,- 


000. poor. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
34)—‘Legion d’Honneur’ and ‘ 
Tombeau Hindou.’ Good erjfough $3.- 
500. Last week, ‘Nuits de Feu’ and 
“Tigre de Bengale,’ down at $3,000. 


Le | ‘Around Corner’ (20th). 








Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Tis WE. ccd eiiece $410,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
ee | ee er $344,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








‘Cowboy Ropes 
$13,000, ‘Artists’ 
Nifty 9G, Prov. 


Providence, Dec, 27. 


Seasonal drop at b.o. being par- 
tially offset by well balanced bills 
bringing fresh hope for better biz. 
Loew’s ‘Cowboy and Lady’ leading 
pack with bright $13,000. Strand’s 
Artists and Models Abroad’ good for 
$9,000. 





Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘That Woman Again’ (Col) and 
‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO). Paced for 
heartening $7,000. Last week ‘Comet 
Over Broadway’ (WB) and ‘Last 
Express’ (U), weak $4,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Smashing Spy Ring’ (Col) (2d run). 
Fair $3,500. Last week ‘Sisters’ 
(WB) and ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 
(WB), $3,000, okay. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Freshman Year’ (U) and Bowes’ 
unit on stage. Swinging toward neat 
$7,500. Last week ‘His Exciting 
Night’ (U) and vaude, $5,800, fair. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Stepping 
along to lively $13,000. Last week 
‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and ‘Smash- 
ing Spy Ring’ (Col), $10,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB). Spurting to nice $7,000. 
Last week ‘Garden Moon’ (WB), 
brutal $4,000. ‘ 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Artists Modeis’ (Par) and ‘In Old 
Mexico’ (Par). First bright spot in 
weeks looks swell at $9,000. Last 
week ‘Little Adventures’ (Col) and 
‘Crime Takes Holiday’ (Col), poor 
$3,000 on five-day run. 


LANG FOR ‘FURY’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
June Lang plays the femme lead in 
Hal Roach’s forthcoming picture, 
‘Captain Fury,’ nee ‘Captain Mid- 
night.’ 
Chief male roles are assigned to 
Brian Aherne, Victor McLaglen, Jo- 
seph Calleia and Paul Lukas, 





‘ANGELS’ 2712G, B’KLYN 


Santa Generous to B.O.—‘Hardys’ 
Dual $17,000, ‘Shanghai’-Vaude 12G 


Brooklyn, Dec. 27. 

Christmas proved a boon to all 
major downtown houses, Paramount 
copping top honors on ‘Angels with 
Dirty Faces.’ Metropolitan is next 
with ‘Out West with the Hardys’ 
and Strange Faces.’ Strand satisfac- 
tory with ‘Shadows Over Shanghai’ 
and vaude, 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—“Up River 








(20th) and ‘Annabel’ (RKO). Happy 
$16,000 for this pair. Last week 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) and ‘While 


New York Sleeps’ (20th) okay $15,- 
000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Heart of North’ 
(WB) and ‘Cipher Bureau’ (GN). 
Excellent $16,000. Last week ‘Ex- 
posed’ (U) and ‘Flight to Fame’ (Col) 
$14,000, good. 

Met ¢3,618; 25-50) —‘West with 
Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Strange Faces’ 
(U). Fine $17,000, Last week, ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G) and ‘Flirting with 
Fate’ (M-G) mild $13,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘An- 
gels’ (WB) and ‘Down on Farm’ 
(20th). Swell $27,500. Last week 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and 
‘Comet Over Broadway’ (WB), nice 


$16,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—Shadows 
Over Shanghai’ (GN) and vaude. 
Good $14,500. Last week, ‘Storm 
Over Bengal’ (Rep) and vaude, $12,- 
000, okay. 


DAWN - FRENCH 
NICE $16,300, 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 27. 

Between-holiday product shows 
nothing unusual, with activity at box 
offices equally mild. After being 
brought back for one week, ‘Snow 
White’ is sticking for its third stanza 
at the United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) plus ‘Break- 
ing the Ice’ (RKO). Special appeal 
made on former pic, and hitting a 
$4,000 pace, okay, on the extra holi- 
day prices. Last week, ‘Storm’ (U) 
and ‘Little Adventuress’ (Col) tepid 


$3,000. 
(Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 








Fox 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th) plus 
stage show. Good $18,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Girls School’ (Col) with 
Major Bowes ‘Swing School’ unit on 
stage, $17,000, pretty good. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-75) —‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and 
‘Say French’ (Par), Paced for nice 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Goes My Heart’ 
(UA) and ‘Storm Over Bengal’ 
(Rep), fair $11,500. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


000; 30-40-50)—‘Heart of North’ 
(WB) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par). Set to garner $7,000, good. 


Last week, ‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) and 
‘Come On, Rangers’ (Rep), $5,800. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Snow White’ 
(RKO) (3d week) (reissue). Brought 
back here for one week only, fan- 
tasy film sticks on for its third 
stanza to okay $5,000, following 





weeks of $10,000 and $5,700. 





‘School -Hal Kemp $13,500, Cincy 





Xmas Biz Generally Dull—‘Sweethearts’ H.O. Good 
12G; ‘Thanks,’ Temple, ‘Places’ N.G. 





Cincinnati, Dec. 27. 

That man with the long, white 
beard left more eggs than nuggets in 
stockings of main-line exhibs. Biz 
by and large not showing the in- 
crease expected over last week’s pre- 
holiday tumble. 

Best pic puller is ‘Sweethearts,’ 
holding over at the Albee. It is 
beaucoup strong after a socko first 
week. Palace has slow going on 
‘Thanks for Everything.’ Keith’s 
‘Going Places,’ Lyric’s ‘Smashing 
Spy Ring’ and Capitol’s ‘Just Around 
the Corner’ are missouts. Grand is 
doing fair with ‘Christmas Carol’ on 
a five-day stretch. 

Hal-Kemp’s band is sweet music 
for the vaudfilm Shubert, linked with 
‘Girls’ School.’ This huose had 
tough sledding for the past fortnight. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) (2d wk). Dandy 
$12,000 after whammo $15,000 on first 


session. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)— 
No dice at 
$3,500. Last week ‘Young Heart’ 
(UA) (2d run), six days, sorry $3,000. 
Family (REO) (1,000; 15-25) —‘Ad- 





venture in Sahara’ (Col), ‘Gang Bul- 


lets’ (Mono), ‘His Exciting Night’ 
(U), singly. Normal $2,100. Last 
week ‘Road Demon’ (20th), ‘Mr. 


Wong’ (Mono), ‘Exposed’ (U), sepa- 


rate, mild $1,800. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Opened 
Sunday (25) for five-day run. Fair 
$2,500. Last week ‘West With 
Hardys’ (M-G) (3d run), nine days, 
$3,800, swell. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Going Places’ (WB). Poor $3,500. 
Last week ‘Heart of North’ (WB), 
sad $3,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Spy 
Ring’ (Col). Tame $3,800. Last week 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) (2d run), 
six days, $2,800, feeble. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th). Slow 
$8,500. Last week ‘Dramatic School’ 
(M-G) close to an all-time low at 
$4.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-40-60)— 
‘Girls’ School’ (RKO) and Hal 
Kemp’s band. Big $13,500. Last 
week ‘Up River’ (20th) and ‘Jubilee 
Follies’ unit with Lew Parker and 





Oxford Trio, $8,000, poor. 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week........... $1,663,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

i | APP re $1,537,900 
(Based on 18 cities, 134 theatres) 


‘Heart'-Lola Lane 


$6,100 as Indpls. 
Competish Ups 














Indianapolis, Dec. 27. 

Reopening of Indiana and Circle, 
after temporary shutdowns, is bring- 
ing about a split-up in the business 
among the first runs with no one 
house getting much of an edge on 
any other. Grosses generally are 
just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Revived in 
effort to capitalize on Mickey 
Rooney’s presence in cast, but take 
is only $2,000, poor. Last week, ‘Say 
French’ (Par) and ‘Crooked Mile’ 
(Par), $2,800 n.s.h. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Next 
Time Marry’ (RKO). House has 
been closed three weeks for instal- 
lation of new seats. Starting off 
again nicely with $6,100. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- 
30-40 )—‘Kentucky’ (20th) and ‘Down 
on Farm’ (20th). Getting along mod- 
erately well at $5,600. Last week 
house was closed to repair damage 
done to ceiling by recent fire. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Christmas 
Carol’ (M-G). Nothing extra at $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Drums’ (UA) and 
‘Spy Ring’ (Col), also mild at $4,400. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Heart of North’ (WB) and vaude. 
Lola Lane headlining the stage bill 
given credit for fairish $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Up River’ (20th) and Bob 
Crosby band on stage did $11,600, 
very good due to the orchestra's pull 
despite pre-Xmas obstacles. 


‘SWEETHEARTS’ FINE 
$4,700 IN LINCOLN 


Lincoln, Dec. 27. 


‘Sweethearts,’ starting before Xmas 
when play was small, is holding on 
for a total of 10 days at the Stuart, 
to out-fancy the town in money 
taken. Varsity completed a 23-day 
run on ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
a record event for this time of the 
year here. Total gross approached 
$10,500, plenty fine. 

House closings are concentrating 
the biz. Liberty, now under Nebras- 
ka Theatres, Inc., banner, will run a 
couple of weeks before shuttering for 
interior trimming. 

Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15)—Life Returns’ (Indie) and 
‘Early Arizona’ (Col) split with ‘Hig- 
gins Family’ (Rep) and ‘Under West- 
ern Stars’ (Rep). Fair $900. Last 
week ‘Where Buffalo Roam’ (Mono) 
and ‘Adventure in Sahara’ (Col) split 
with ‘Gang Bullets’ (Mono) and ‘Law 
of the Texas’ (Col) $900. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
25-35 )—‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) and 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th). So-so 
$2,800. Last week ‘Up River’ (20th) 
and ‘Sisters’ (WB), $2,300. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
40)—‘Sweethearts’ (M-G). Good $4,- 
700 on 10 days. Last week, ‘Citadel’ 
(M-G), $2,500. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35) — ‘Heart of the North’ (WB). 
Looks to $2,600, good. Last week, 
windup of 23-day stand for ‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col), $1,750, making stay 
worth $10,500, good enough in the 


best season, excellent for pre-Xmas 
running, 











Sweethearts’ $6,000, 
‘Hardys’ 4G, Okla. City 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 27, 
‘Out West with Hardys’ opened to 
new 25-35-40 price scale at Tower, 
which formerly sported a 35c. top. 
‘Sweethearts’ is hitting a big-time 
$6,000 at the Criterion. ‘Kentucky’ 
is in the blue grass with $4,800 at 








Philly Socko; ‘Sweethearts’ $22,000, F 
Dawn’ 216, ‘Swing’-Ritzes $29,000 





Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

With a generous supply of power-~ 
ful product and the Monday holiday 
as motive power, Philly snapped 
niftily out of the pre-Xmas week 
morass this sesh. Aggregate gross for 
the town will undoubtedly hit top for 
the year. Saturday, naturally, was 
badly off and Sunday was slow, but 
Monday zoomed high, with the Earle 
alone registering almost a $7,500 day. 

Hottest thing on the straight pic 
slate is ‘Sweethearts,’ at the Boyd, 
whipping to a nifty $22,000. Good 
for at least one more lap, probably 
two if it holds up. Other sockeroo 
grosser here is ‘Dawn Patrol,’ at the 
Stanley, which, to the surprise of cir- 
cuit execs, was running ahead of 
‘Sweethearts’ over the weekend, but 
slowed up on Monday. Lack of 
femme interest was originally feared, 


ot SR eben +See 
but it’s plenty kay at $21,000, and 


ORGY GL wea svyy 
sure of a h.o. for New Year’s trade. 

Tops on coin is being rung up by 
the Earle with the Ritz Brothers 
p.a.ing and ‘Swing, Sister, Swing,’ on 
the screen. Expected to hit better 
than $29,000 for six days, more than 
$31,000 for seven, which includes 
Sunday at the Stanley, Camden. Fox, 
with ‘Thanks for Everything’ and 
‘Ferdinand’ good, but not ultra-hot 
at $16,500. ‘Ferdinand’ is in its sec- 
ond week, first time a short has ever 
been held over without the feature. 

‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein,’ 
dualled at the tiny 350-seater Studio 
theatre, still hitting a phenomenal 
pace and is set to enter its sixth 
stanza on Thursday. Originally in as 
an experiment, it was skedded to 
close last week, but took another 
zoom that made the additional h.o, 
profitable. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA) (2d wk). Town's 
only h.o. not cracking any records 
this shesh, but will get two extra 
days so that ‘Duke of West Point’ gets 
a New Year’s eve opening on Satur- 
day. Showing $11,500 for the nine 
days, all right, after $13,400 in the 
opening stanza. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Sweethearts’ (M-G). Sailing along 
mightily at $22,000, giving it a cer- 
tain second session and possibly a 
third. Last week, ‘Comet Over 
Broadway’ (WB) $8,100. 


Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Swing, Sister,’ (U) and Ritz 
Brothers’ p.a. Powerfully big figure 
being run up here, with $29,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Hard to Get’ (WB) 
and Benny Davis revue tallied the 
lowest figure for well over a year, 
$15,200, but not extremely low 
and house came out well in the long 
run, 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th) and 
‘Ferdinand’ (RKO). Good, but noth- 
ing special at .$16,500. ‘Ferdinand’ 
has the unusual distinction of being 
held over, first time for a short. Last 
week, with ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) 
as the feature, $12,900, good, conside 
ering. ‘Kentucky’ in on Friday (30). 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Strong $5,400. Last week, ‘Cowboy 
and Lady’ (M-G) (2d run) good at 
$3,500, especially in view of three- 
week run at the Aldine. 

; Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68)— 
West with Hardys’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Fair at $5,000, following double stan- 
za at the Stanley. Last week, ‘An- 
gels’ (WB) (2d run) very strong $4.- 
700 after three-week stand at the Fox 
previously. 
. Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75)— 
Dawn Patrol’ (WB). Flying plenty 
~_ i sel eee and certain of a 
nd wee st week, ‘Heart of 
North’ (WB) $7,000, —_ 
: Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
Spy Ring’ (Col). Despite all the re- 
cent publicity and very nice handling 
by_the crix, comparatively weak at 


$4,700. Last week, ‘Little Tough : 
Oma ee ow 





Midwest. ‘Down in Arkansaw’ nift 
$4,000 at the State. , 


Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40) 

—‘Sweethearts’ (M-G). Bigtime at 
$6,000. Last week ‘Service de Luxe’ 
(U) jerked after four days for ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G). Fizzles at $3,750. 
7 Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
Garden of Moon’ (WB) and ‘Law- 
less Valley’ (RKO). Seven-day 
stanza to touch nice $2,600. Last 
week ‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) 
and ‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par). split 
with ‘Last Express’ (U) and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U), $2,300. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Kentucky’ (20th). Nice $4,800. Last 
week ‘Hard to Get’ (WB) gasped at 
$3,700. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-35-40)— 
‘Down in Arkansaw’ (Rep) and ‘Ad- 
ventures of Chico’ (Indie). Headed 
for nice $3,800. Last week ‘Drums’ 
(UA) corralled nifty $4,000. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-35-40)— 
‘West with Hardys’ (M-G). Tops at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G) staggered at $2,000. 
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B&K Reopen S-L with ‘Confessions,’ 
Vaude $15,000; ‘Artists’-Vaude 276, 
‘Nurse -Flesh $18,000, ‘Winds’ $12,000 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Loop returns to full strength cur- 
rently with the State-Lake marquee 
and stage lighted once more, this 
time under the direction of Balaban 
& Katz. House is on a vaudfilm 
policy at 40c top and is in direct 
competition with the Oriental at the 
same price. 

Operation of these two houses 
has been reversed. B.&K. formerly 
operated Oriental and Jones, Linick 
& Schaefer the State-Lake. J.L.&S. 
now have Oriental and B.&K. is try- 
ing its hand on the State-Lake for the 
first time in the history of the house. 
Circuit spent around $75,000 on the 
theatre, with remodeling and redec- 
oration from front to back. Opened 


Saturday (24) for a six-day week 
getaway. Strong eight-act bill for 
the inaugural with Helen Morgan 


and Dick Foran headlining. 

Oriental is bucking it with a 
strong stage bill also, relying on a 
new Major Bowes unit and is gar- 
nering coin with the amateur swing- 
sters. Palace is up against it again 
this week. ; 

‘Artists and Models’ at the Chi- 
cago is getting poor word-of-mouth, 
but seems suitable for the holiday 
season and figures for a profit for 
the house. For Christmas “week 
B.&K. revived ‘Snow White’ and 
shoved it into the Apollo where the 
kids mean money. 

For the straight picture houses the 
topper is the Roosevelt where ‘Trade 
Winds’ is giving every indication of 
developing into a boxoffice beauty. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Snow White’ (RKO). Brought 
back on Saturday (24) and is going 
to get money at $7,000, nifty. Last 
week, ‘Angels’ (WB) (2d wk) held 
to okay $3,600 considering the pre- 
holiday and length of stay. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and stage 
show. Picture is getting the raps, 
but anything goes for the week and 
therefore is headed for $27,000, good 
stuff. Last week, ‘Young Heart’ 
(UA) with a forced holdover dipped 
into the carmine for second week at 
$17,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-76) 
—‘Say French’ (Par) and ‘Gangster’s 
Boy’ (Mono), Not too hot and even 
with holiday session doesn’t appear 
to rate better than $5,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Kildare’ (M-G) managed 
$3,000. 

Oriental (Jones) (1,200; 25-35-40) 
—Secrets of Nurse’ (U) and Major 
Bowes’ ‘Swing’ unit on stage. Al- 
most entirely the stage half this 
week for the coin-maker and is a 
cinch for $18,000, fine. Last week, 
‘Five of Kind’ (20th) took it with 
the rest of the town at $11,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Not much going on here. 
Around $16,000 in the offing, still 
under normal for this house. Last 
week, ‘Annabel’ (RKO) was in the 
cellar with pitiful $10,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—T.ade Winds’ (UA). Headed 
to $12,000 on account of pre-holiday 
Slice of the session, but should build 
to strong second stanza. Last week, 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) wound up three 
weeks to farish $7,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Campus Confessions’ (Par) and 
vaude. Got away on Saturday (24) 
under new auspices and looks for 
strong $15,000 for initial session. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). To $10,000 currently, after 
taking okay $12,600 last week. 


‘Dawn’ and ‘Artists, 
Each $13,000, Racing 
For Cleve. Leadership 


F Cleveland, Dec. 27. 
Heaviest grosses is ‘Artists and 
Models’ at State, racing against 


_S 








‘Hipp’s ‘Dawn Patrol’ for $13,000. 


‘Drums’ and vaude sauntering 
through RKO Palace for slow $11,- 
000, but it’s more cheerful than last 
stanza’s ker-plunk grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono) and 
Strange Faces’ (U). Headed for good 
$1,500 for four days. Last week, 
Storm Over Bengal’ (Rep) and ‘Se- 
crets of Nurse’ (U) $800 in same stay. 
; Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
Tough Guys’ (U). Too much ‘Dead 


End’ stuff, following ‘Angels.’ Fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Angels’ (WB) on 
fourth h.o., $2,500. 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
— Dawn Patrol’ (WB). Up this spot’s 
street at $13,000. Last week ‘Heart 
of North’ (WB) an iceberg, $7,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Drums’ (UA) and Ann Miller shar- 








> 


ing vaude with Eddie Garr. Nice 
family combo, but can’t get going, 
$11,000, just okay, Last week, ‘Spring 


Madness’ (M-G) and Count Berni-- 
Vici curled up around the edges, 
$9,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Artists and Models’ (Par). Lots 
of razzle-dazzle ballyhoo for a good 
send-off and $13,000. Last week 
‘Goes My Heart’ (UA), $11,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s )(1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). At $5,000, 
fine. Last week ‘Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G) $3,500, mild. 


Hardy H.0. 7G 
Best in Seattle: 
‘Heart’ OK $5,300 


Seattle, Dec. 27. 


Main dough past week went to the 
state-owned liquor stores and the gift 
stores, but theatres have been mak- 
ing a strong enough bid for the dol- 
lar. Christmas day biz slow, but 
Monday okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Flirting with Fate’ 
(M-G) and ‘Up River’ (20th). Cheery 
$3,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Angels’ 
(WB) and ‘Meet Girls’ (20th). Okay 
$2,200. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
900; 21-32)—‘Hot to Handle’ (M-G) 
and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). Rolled up a 
big $3,800 -in eight days. Last week, 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th) and ‘Five of 
Kind’ (20th) slow $1,800, six days. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Public Cowboy No. 1’ (Rep) and 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), dual, split 
with ‘Born to West’ (Par )and ‘Tracy, 
Missing Witness’ (Rep), dual, good 
enough $2,000. Last week, ‘Highway 
Patrol’ (Col) and ‘County Chairman’ 
(20th), dual, split with ‘One Wild 
Night’ (20th), ‘Dick Tracy Returns’ 
(Rep), dual, $1,700. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 32-37-42 )—‘West With Hardys’ 
(M-G) and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Holding up to good $7,000. 
Goodwill ticket selling helping this 
house plenty. Last week, same films, 
$7,200, great. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and ‘Crime 
Takes Holiday’ (Col). Okay with 
$5,300. Last week, ‘Girls School’ 
$5,190 and ‘Flight to Fame’ (Col) slow 








Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—'Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA) and ‘Torchy Man’ (WB). 
Moved from Paramount for a third 
week here, and riding steadily to 
Okay $2,600. Last week, ‘Hard to Get’ 
(WB) and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), six 
days, $1,900, mild, on move-over from 
Fifth Ave. 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
600; 32-37-42 )—‘Heart of North’ (WB) 
and ‘Pecks Bad Boy’ (RKO). On 
eight days, doing $5,500, good. Last 
week, ‘Youth Fling’ (U) and ‘Storm’ 
(U) $3,700, poor. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42—‘Sons of Legion’ (Par) and 
‘Toy Town Jamboree’ on stage five 
days, plus ‘Annabel’ (RKO) with 
augmented vaude plus ‘Jamboree’ 
two days, good $4,500. Last week, 
Juvenile Court’ (Col) and ‘Accidents 
Will Happen’ (WB) plus vaude, fair 
$3,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,139; 32-37-42)—‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ and ‘Down on Farm’ (20th), good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ (UA) and ‘Torchy Man’ (WB) 
(2d wk), fair $4,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Room Service’ (RKO) and ‘Campus 


Confessions’ (Par). Okay $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Gangster Boy’ (Mono) 
and ‘Higgins Family’ (Rep), slow 


$1,000, four days. 


‘Cowboy’-Vaude 126, 
Santa N.S.H. in Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 27. 

Rather disappointing holiday week- 
end. ‘Cowboy and Lady,’ at Loew’s 
Century, setting the town’s pace 
with ‘Christmas Carol,’ coupled to 
Benny Davis stage show at Hipp 
edging into second place. Rest rather 
tepid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA) and stage show headed by Ken 
Whitmer in h.o. as’ mc. Leading 











First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





(Week of Dec. 29) 

Astor—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). 

Capitol — ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Ride a Crooked 
Mile’ (Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 7) 

Globe—‘The Lady Vanishes’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Musie Hall—‘Topper Takes a 
Trip’ (UA). 

Paramount—‘Artists and 
Models Abroad’ (Par) (2d wk.). 


Roxy—‘Kentucky’ (20th) (2d 
wk). 

Strand—Dawn Patrol’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 


Week of Jan, 5 


Astor—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (5th 
wk). 

Capitel— ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(M-G). 

Paramount —‘Artists 
Models Abroad’ 


and 
(Par) (3d wk.). 








Strand—‘Going Places’ (WB) 
(6). 
town with $12,000. Last. week, 
‘Drums’ (UA) mild $7,300. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 


15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G) and Benny Davis stage unit. 
Hitting steady but unexciting pace to 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) 
got a world of support from local 
talent ‘Baltimore Follies’ to whack 
out a wholesome $12,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55) —- ‘Artists and Models’ 


(Par). Not too forte at $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Storm’ (U) drooped with 
$3,300. 


| New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
| 55)—‘Kentucky’ (20th). Opens to- 
day (Tuesday) after mild treatment 
for ‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th) at 
$3,600. 





| 55)—‘Going Places’ (WB). Not go- 
| ing very far with $5,500. Last week, 
| second of ‘Sisters’ (WB) fair $4,600 
after nice opener to $11,200. 


‘Hardys’- Kildare’ 
$39,000, 2 Spots, 








Boston, Dec .27. 


‘Out West with the Hardys,’ at the 
two Loew houses, and ‘There Goes 
My Heart,’ at the Keith Memorial, 
are taking top coin this week. ‘Art- 
ists and Models,’ at the Metropolitan, 
is disappointing. 

Keith Boston reopened vaude, with 
dual pix Sunday (25), and the Ken- 
more, a brand new Back Bay house, 
made its debut same day. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Crime Holiday’ (Col) and ‘Little Ad- 
venturess’ (Col) plus vaude, topped 
by Lillian Carmen. Opened Sunday 
(25) for five days, marking return of 
vaude to this house after absence of 
seven months. Aiming toward good 
$10.000. Last week “Tough Guys’ (U) 
and ‘Hold Co-Ed’ (20th) (2d run), 
n.s.h, $2,800, 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) and “Thanks for 
Memory’ (Par). Fair $7,000. Last 
week ‘Angels’ (WB) and ‘Down on 
Farm’ (20th) (2d run), $6,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) ‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Always Trouble’ (20th). Headed to- 
ward nifty $22,500, nine days. Last 
week ‘Secrets of Nurse’ (U) and 
‘Swing, Sister’ (U), pale $9,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Artists and Models’ (Par) 
and ‘Tom Sawyer’ (Par). 
weak side at $13,000. Last week ‘Say 
French’ (Par) and ‘Crooked Mile’ 
(Par), $10,000. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘West with Hardys’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Smash $22,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Great Waltz’ 





| okay $15,500, nine days. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35-40- | 


, 55)—Sub Patrol’ (20th) and “Thanks 
| for Memory’ (Par) (2d run). Satis- 
factory $9,000 pace. Last week, ‘An- 
| gels’ (WB) and ‘Down on Farm’ 
(20th), $7,800. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Angels’ (WB) and ‘Down on Farm’ 


$4,800. 


| Kildare’ (M-G). 
cated. Last week ‘Great Waltz’ (M- 





quate $11,000, 


Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- | 


Pace Hub Peppily: 


On the 


(M-G) and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) | 


(20th) (3d run). Pale $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Heart of North’ (WB) and, 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) (2d run), 


State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— | 
‘West with Hardy’s (M-G) and ‘Dr. | 
Socko $17,000 indi- | 


G) and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) ade- | 


B way Strong; Xmas Carol’ Smash # 
$110,000, Dawn Patrol-Abe Lyman 
$52,000, Laughton 406, Ky’ 556 





The goose hangs high on Broad- 





| way as this year’s Christmas husiness | 
|comes through in big bundles for the 


street. Most amazing development 
lis the terrific play received yesterday 
| (Tues.), with grosses on day headed 
|for very smart total. Based on the 
amount of business coming to 


the | 


|theatres yesterday (Tues.) on top of | 
the three-holiday weekend, managers | 


}are led to the conclusion that today 


| (Wed.) and rest of the week will also | 
|go away over earlier expectations, | 
Many of the Broadway houses were 


| forced to stop selling tickets before 
|11 a.m. yesterday. The Music Hall 


i 
| 


profit, and holds. The second week 
of ‘Out West with Hardys’ (M-G) 
was under $15,000, disappointing. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Blon- 
die’ (Col). Present competition too 
much for this one and lucky if push- 
ing to $5,500, weak. In ahead, ‘Flirt- 
ing with Fate’ (M-G), topped $5,000, 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55 )—‘Lady Van- 
ishes’ (20th). English-made received 
excellent reviews and is heading for 
a fine $10,000. Holds over. Last 
week, ‘Adventure in Sahara’ (U), 
$6,500, pretty good for the week be- 
fore Christmas. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Brother 


| was filled as early as 10:15 a. m., the| Rat’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘While New 


| Strand at 10 a. m. 


} 


5 > — aeons tar 
York Si€eps {Ist run> 


| The street was generally slow both | Brought in a day earlier than usual, 


(Thursday and Friday (22-23) as 
Christmas shopping reached its 
|height. While Saturday (24) was 


thinner than expected and Christmas | 
|day itself (Sunday) was not quite as | 


big as looked for, though good, on 
Monday (26) the play was unusually 
heavy, in spite of rain at night. On 


‘the week the total of the 12 leading | 
about | 
| $66,000 over Xmas week last year for | ‘Artists 


|downtown houses will run 
| the same 12 operations. 

| Influx of out-of-towners, 
|with the fact children are out of 
|school until Tuesday (3) is account- 


|ing for much of the business. Man- 


coupled | Starts 


this bill finished its seven-day stint 
is replaced today (Wed.) by ‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Annabel Takes a Tour’ (RKO) (ist 


run). In ahead, ‘Hard to Get’ (WB) 

(2d run) and ‘Comet Over Broad- 

way’ (WB) (ist run), got $6,000 on 
| six days. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 

and Models’ (Par) and 

Glen Gray orchestra (2d week). 

on holdover today (Wed.) 

after getting $50,000 on week ending 

last night (Tues.), very good. In 


ahead, “Thanks for Memory’ (Par) 


agers are looking to much bigger) and the Blue Barron-Shirley Ress 


;matinees during the coming week 
| than they got last year. 

| New pictures weve brought in for 
the Astor, where the redoubtable 
| ‘Pygmalion’ is in its third week now. 
Regardless of pre-Christmas shop- 
|ping, this picture got $14,600 last 
| week and currently over the holiday 
| should be about $15,000. 

‘A Christmas Carol,’ at the Music 
| Hall, coupled with a two-part stage 
|production that had been held over 
|from the prior week, is going great 
guns and with a big day yesterday 
(Tues.), should end at around $110,- 
000, immense. Because the stage 
show, which was held over. and the 
feature are both distinctly Christmas- 
like in flavor, house is bringing in 
something fresh for New Year’s by 
opening ‘Topper Takes a Trip’ and 
new presentation outlay tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

The Paramount tees off on a second 
week today (Wed.) with ‘Artists and 
Models,’ plus Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 
| band, after scoring a fine $50,000 on 
the first seven days over the holiday. 
Other stage show houses that are 
clicking strongly are the Strand and 
Roxy. Former may top a big $52,000 
with ‘Dawn Patrol’ and the Abe Ly- 
man band, while the Roxy, with 
‘Kentucky’ is pulling for $55,000. 
‘Kentucky’ opened thinly Friday (23) 
and suffered with other houses Sat- 
urday (24), but is now hitting a tre- 
mendous stride. Strand had a better 
opening Friday (23) and Monday 
(26) played to one of the biggest 
holidays in its history, with yester- 
day (Tues.) also powerful. This is 
the first theatre engagement in New 
York for Lyman in some time, and 
he’s drawing stoutly. A $52,000 week 
will be the highest here since stage 
shows were installed late last sum- 
mer. 

Of the straight film houses, the 
Rivoli is away out front with ‘Beach- 
comber,’ which reopened the theatre 
Christmas eve. Staging what looks 
like a real comeback, the Riv should 
hit $40,000, smash, on the first week 
with the Charles Laughton British- 
made. At the nearby Capitol, a 
much larger house, ‘Sweethearts’ 
started out thinly Thursday (22) and 
is not likely to top about $32,000, 
though quite satisfactory. 

‘The Lady Vanishes,’ which drew 
| fine notices, is taking the small-seater 
| Globe to a rollicking $10,000, and it 
will be held over. This picture, 
‘Beachcomber’ and ‘Pygmalion’ are 
all British-mades, giving the tight 
little isle real b.o. prominence on 
Broadway this week. Finishing a 
week at the Rialto yesterday (Tues.) 

at $7.500, ‘Heart of the North’ is be- 
ing retained another day or two, 
with ‘Dark House’ (U) and ‘Black 
| Cat’ (U), reissues, to follow. Only 
| luckless house on the street over the 

holiday is the Criterion, where 

‘Blondie’ is simply unable to com- 
| pete with the rest of the shows. 
| House will be lucky to hit $5,500. 
The stage-show State, with ‘Out 
| West With Hardys’ and Dinty Doyle 





| in person, will be around $26,000 or 
| better, good. ‘Hardys’ is in here im- 
| mediately on top of two weeks’ at the 
Capitol, having moved overnight. 
| This kept the two opening days down 
| considerably. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (3d week). Plow- 
ing along powerfully, the Christmas 
| holiday push should make the gross 
| about $15,000 this week (3d), which 
is capacity. Last week (2d), $14,600, 
| remarkable ahead of Christmas. 
Capitol (4,520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Sweethearts’ (M-G). Got off to a 
rather weak start but is picking up 
for possible $32,000 week, good 


Christmas everywhere excepting at| 


i 
| 


| 
| 











(columnist), Jane Pickens and others | 





combination, on second week of the 
show, got $24,000, some profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G) (list week) and stage show 
(2d week). Combination of Yuletide 
stage production and ‘Carol’ account- 
ing for terrific holiday week of 
$110,000 but won’t be held. House 
brings in “Topper Takes a Trip’ (UA) 
tomorrow (Thurs.). The week before 
Christmas ‘Duke of West Point’ (UA) 
drew $68,000, getting by. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Heart of 
North’ (WB). Finishing first seven 
days yesterday (Tues.) at $7,500, 
good, is being retained another day 
or two. Arthur Mayer sometimes 
changes on 10 minutes’ notice here. 


‘Cipher Bureau’ (GN) floundered, 
only $5,000. 
Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-90)— 


‘Beachcomber’ (Par). Laughton star- 
rer, made in England, and knocked 
off for distribution in this country 
by Par, a smart move, reopened 
this house Saturday night (24) and 
there’s plenty of action at the b. o., 
with gross first week looking $40,000, 
big. Holds over. Theatre was closed 
down two weeks ahead of Christmas. 
Previously it had been up against 
it due to poor product. Laughton 
picture proves ability of house to do 
oa business if it gets worthy prod- 
uct. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—Ken- 
tucky’ (20th) and stage show. Got 
away disappointingly but has picked 
up pace and is proceeding stron 
down the stretch for a likely $55, 
holding over. Last week, second ot 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th), $25,- 
000, under hopes. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Dawn 
Patrol’ (WB) and Abe Lyman band. 
Draught of Lyman’s band, plus that 
of the feature, although it has no 
women in the cast and regardless of 
the fact it is a remake (mentioned 
by critics), is combining for a ter- 
rific sock week here of $52,000 or 
better. This will be the highest 
gross under the policy since insti- 
tuted late last summer and beats 
the prior high, near to this figur 
established by Ted Lewis an 
‘Angels’ (WB). Fourth week of lat- 
ter was near to $20,000, very good 
before Xmas. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Hardys” 
(M-G) (2d run) and vaude includ- 
ing Dinty Doyle and Jane Pickens. 
Picture closed two weeks at the Cap 
Wednesday night (21) and opened 
here next day, getting away lightly, 
but with pickup over holiday, busi- 
ness should mount to $26.000 or over, 
very good. Last week, ‘Great Wal 
(M-G) (2d run) and nameless vaude 
bill, only $15,000, which huris. 


DuPont on Coster Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

E. A. Du Pont gets the directorial 
job on “The Drug King,’ Warners pic- 
ture built around the Coster swindle. 
William McGann, originally assigned 
to the job, is busy directing ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner.’ 

Latest additions to the cast are 
Donald Crisp and James Stephenson, 
supporting Claude Rains. 

Columbia is also rushing out a 
Coster pic. 











Christie on GN Lot 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Al Christie has taken offices at 
Grand National to prepare a series 


of shorts, 
He will also direct features on the 
lot. , 
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Dawn’-River’ Rolling Up $22,000, 
Frisco: ‘Artists Dual OK $16,000 : 





nf | 


San Francisco, Dec. 27. 


Biz generally pretty good on Mar- 
ket Street after several weeks of 
slow going. Although none of the 
theatres will have terrific grosses, 
the Fox is having a‘profitable time 
of it with ‘Dawn Patrol’ and ‘Up the | 
River.’ Paramount also has a win- | 
ner in ‘Artists and Models.’ ae 

Golden Gate got off to a flying | 
start when Manager George Bole | 
brought up four Hollywood film 
names for the opening of ‘Little 
Tough Guys in Society.” Other win- 
mers on the street are “Young in | 
Heart’ at the United Artists and the | 
snappy ‘Thanks for Everything’ at) 
the Warfield, 


Estimates for This Week 





Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
“Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Up River 
(20th). No kicks coming on this 


grand pair. Looks set for hefty $22,- 
000. Last week, ‘West with Hardys’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) (2d 
week), $11,500, swell. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Little Tough Guys’ (RKO) and 
vaude. This house has been suffering 
along with the rest of them during 
the past month or so. Manager 
George Bole managed to awaken 
some interest in this bill by import- 
ing Andy Devine, Mischa Auer, Mary 
Boland and Jackie Sear] for p. a. on 
opening day. O’Neill Kiddies revue 
on stage also getting some biz. Will 
garner good $18,000. Last week, 
‘Annabel’ and vaude, $13,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (6th week). 
One of the few pictures which was 
able to lick the pre-holiday depresh. 
Sixth week of this wonder plenty 
sweet at $7,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and 
‘Sons of the Legion’ (M-G). Things 
look more encouraging again at $16,- 
000. Last week (nine days) ‘Dra- 
matic School’ (M-G) and ‘Christmas 
Carol’ (M-%3), only fair $12,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘West with the Hardys’ (M-G) 
and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) (3d week). 
New Hardy picture doing remark- 
ably well here after two good weeks 
at the big Fox. Riding along at a 
good $6,000. -Last week, ‘Angels’ 
(WB), and ‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G) 
(3d week) concluded a good run to 
tune of $5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—‘Young in Heart’ (UA). In- 
dications are for strong $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) (5th 
week), folded to fairish $4,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Thanks for Everything’ (20th) and 
*Nancy Drew’ (WB). Turnstiles at 
Warfield during past several weeks 
almost came to a standstill, but 
things looking up now for $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Heart of North’ (WB) 
and ‘Flirting with Fate’ (M-G), 
$10,000. 


Krupa and Ben Blue 
Up ‘Hard’ and ‘N. Y.’ 
To 10 and 1256, K.C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 27. 


First run situation is livened with 
a@ brace of stage shows and increased 
activity over the weekend holiday. 
Ben Blue is making a p.a. at the 
Newman, which is ordinarily straight 
film, but which has recently gone in 
for flesh attractions. Gene Krupa 
continues the run of name bands at 
the Tower. 

Week’s leadership is a contest be- 
tween these two houses and the Mid- 
land, where ‘Cowboy and the Lady’ 
fis dualled with ‘Christmas Carol.’ 
Tower has a 40c top as a come-on, 
while the Newman has a 55c scale in 
force. 

Weather man dished up rain and 
sleet as a weekend drawback, first in 
several weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) 820, 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Thanks 
for Everything’ (20th). Held over 
for five-day spell. Short week is 
sighting for $3,000, combined, with 
kelp of holiday trade, which will 
match last week’s combo of $3,000 for 
seven days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573: 10-25-40) 
—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Better film 
fare than past few weeks and show- 
ing results. Good at $14,000. Last 
week “Dramatic School’ (M-G) and 
‘Spy Ring’ (Col) took it on the chin 
at $6,300. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10-25- 
35-55)—‘Hard to Get’ (WB), with Ben 
Blue-heading stage variety bill. Up 
in admission prices and headed for 
$10,000, very good. Last week 
‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) held eight days, 
but weak at $4,200. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
-— ‘Heart of North’ (WB). Broke in 
Saturday (24), day later than usual 
opening. Seven days will get $5,000 

with the aid of holiday biz. 
week was stretched to eight days and 


ec 








split between ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 
(WB) and ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) | 
dualled first half, and ‘Girls on Pro- | 


bation’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Doodle’ | 
(RKO) second four days. Slow at} 
$4,500. | 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 


25-40)—‘While New York Sleeps’ | 
(20th) and Gene Krupa band doing | 
four-a-day on the stage. Skin beater 
clicking with the jitterbugs, and house | 
would be in for an exceptional week 
but for inroad of shopping on first 
two days. But at $12,500 in the top 
bracket. Last week ‘Down on Farm’ 
(20th) with Herbie Kay’s band, $8,- 
500, nifty considering the season. 


KY’ INCLOVER, 
$9000, L’VILLE 





Louisville, Dec. 27. 
‘Kentucky’ at the Rialto, pic with | 
locale in this commonwealth, is cur- 
rently making the big noise at the 


b. o., and is in for nine-day stanza. 
Takings plenty sweet. 

Biz is concentrated at the Rialto, 
Loew’s State, and the Mary Ander- 
son, and other downtown houses are 
finding the pickings plenty sparse. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—“Thanks for iivery- 
thing’ (20th) and ‘Secrets of Nurse’ 
(U). Moveover of this pair not 
creating any congestion, and indica- 
tions are for subnormal $1,200. Last 
week ‘Young Heart’ (UA) anc ‘Flirt- 
ing Fate’ (M-G), limpy $1,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th). Pulling fair 
to average biz on low admission, and 
pacing for mild $1,500. Last week 


| stanza. 





‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Garden Moon’ 
(WB), split with ‘Dracula’ (U) and 
‘Frankenstein’ (U), rounded up fair 
$1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Gary 
Cooper a money draw at this house, 
and helped by nice matinee biz on 
‘Carol.’ Holiday biz all that could 
be expected, and final tally hitting 
$7,500, okay. Last week ‘Drums’ 
(UA) and ‘Spy Ring’ (Col), fair 
$5,200. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Hard to Get’ (WB). Aim- 
ing for $3,800, pretty fair. Last week 
—— of North’ (WB) $2,900, mod- 
erate. 


_ Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Peniten- 
tiary’ (Col) and ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA), 
dual, split with ‘Dangerous to Know’ 
(Par) and ‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ (WB). Getting slight atten- 
tion at $900, light. Last week ‘Lim- 
berlost’ (Mono) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col), split with ‘Beloved Brat’ (Col) 
and ‘Death Kiss’ (Indie), so-so $1,200. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Kentucky’ (20th) and 

‘Down on Farm’ (20th). Color pic, 
which has locale in this state, came 


in two days early Wednesday (21), 
and set for nine-day stanza. Plenty 
of newspaper space, with Kentucky 
Colonels invited as guests, etc., all 
helping to build toward a resonant 
9,000. Last week “Thanks for Every- 
thing’ (20th) and ‘Secrets of Nurse’ 
(U), $5,500, and moved to Brown. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Up__ River’ (20th) and 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th). On the side- 
lines and won’t better $1,500, dis- 
appointing. Last week ‘Little Tough 
Guy’ (U) and ‘Storm Over Bengal’ 
(Rep), sparse $2,600. 


‘HARDYS’ GREAT 206, 





BUFF; ‘ARTISTS’ NG 





Buffalo, Dec. 27. 


‘Out West with the Hardys’ rang 
up a great $20,000 on the holiday 
‘Artists and Models Abroad,’ 
however, is in the dumps with a poor 
$5,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘West with Hardys’ (M-G). Great 
$20,000 indicated for nine days. Last 
week, ‘Dramatic School’ (M-G) bet- 
tered expectations with $9,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Angels’ (WB) (2d run). Looking for 
good $10,000 in 10 days. Last week, 
‘Heart of North’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Man’ (WB), $6,300, okay. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Artists and Models’ (Par). Ver 
slow $5,000 all that can be expected. 
Last week, ‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) and 
‘Flirting with Fate’ (M-G) in the 
dumps at $4,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th). Poor 
$4,500. Last week ‘Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G) and Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) 
so-so $4,700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Storm’ (U) and ‘Swing, Sister’ (U). 
Good $9,000 pace. Last week, ‘Lady 
Objects’ (Col) and ‘Reformatory’ 
(Col) fair $5,000. 


‘Sweethearts’ a Smash 
$7,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 27. 

‘Sweethearts’ at Parker’s UA is the 
smash of the season. It seems set for 
a big run at that house and will top 
all previous grosses for many weeks. 
Also forte is ‘Dawn Patrol’ at the 
Paramount. 

_ ‘Out West with the Hardys’ moved 
into the Mayfair for a third stanza, 
replacing ‘Angels with Dirty Faces,’ 
which closed a good run there. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Flirt- 
ing with Fate’ (M-G). Okay $4,500. 
Last week ‘Young Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Service De Luxe’ (U) closed a third 
week for okay $3,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40)—‘West with Hardy’s (M-G) 
and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Third 
week for the Hardy pic. Good $3,000, 
following two good weeks at the UA. 
Last week ‘Angels’. (WB) and ‘His 
Exciting Night’ (U) closed an aver- 
age fourth week at $2,200. First three 
weeks did around $12,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
800; 30-35-49)—‘Thanks for Every- 
thing’ (20th) and ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ 
(RKO), Registering nicely for $5,000. 
Last week ‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) and 
“Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) closed 
for fair $4,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 











(3,000;  30-35-40)—‘Dawn Patrol’ 





‘Hardys’ $8,000, Rat’ $7,000 Divide 
Mpls. Between Them; Others So-So 





Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 

Box office strength is mainly con- 
centrated at the State and Orpheum 
where ‘Out West With the Hardys’ 
and ‘Brother Rat,’ respectively, hold 
forth. _ They’re bang-up attractions 
for this season of the year, but a 
blizzard and extreme cold are hold- 
ing takes down after a tepid pre- 
Christmas start. It looks like almost 
a photo-finish between these two for 
box office honors. 

‘Thanks for the Memory’ and 
‘Service de Luxe,’ at the Century 
and Gopher, are mild and minus box 
office fireworks, 

Special midnight performances, 
sans a stage shows, are scheduled 
for all loop and many of the neigh- 
borhood houses New Year’s eve. In- 
asmuch as it falls on a Saturday this 
year, the performances were in 
order anyway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) and ‘Anna- 
bel’ (RKO), dual first runs, split 
with ‘Flirting with Fate’ (M-G) and 
‘Frontiersmen’ (Par), also dual first 
runs. Heading for fair $1,600. Last 
week ‘Road Demon’ (20th) and ‘Or- 
phan Annie’ (Par) $1,000, light. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 





Last | 35-40)—"Thanks for Memory’ (Par). 





Jogging along at a slow pace. Medi- 


ocre $1,500 in prospect. Last week 
‘Angels’ (WB) (2d wk) $4,500, good, 
considering big $9,000 first week. 
° Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
Gopher de Luxe’ (U). Enduring 
some box office misery with light 
$2,000 indicated. Last week ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G) $2,500, good enough. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Brother Rat’ (WB). Nothing 
but raves on every hand for this one. 
= pa Ln helping for $7,000, 
air. st week, ‘Submarin ; 
(20th), $3,500, light. sabes 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘West with Hardys’ (M-G). 
This series still gaining momentum 
and getting into th real bonanza 
class here. Looks $8,000, okay, with 
weather hurting. Last week, ‘Around 
Corner’ (20th), $2,500, very poor. 
: Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)— 
Drums’ (UA) (2d run). Strong at- 
traction for this house wl.‘zh usually 
goes in for first runs or reissues. 
Looks like nice $900. Last week 
39 Steps’ (GB reissue) $500, light. 
; Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
Stablemates’ (M-G). First neighbor- 
hood showing is hitting a satisfactory 
$3,000. Last week ‘Suez’ (20th) and 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB), $2,000. 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Moonlight Sonata’ (Indie) (5th 
wk). En route to <stisfactory $1,- 
000. Last week, $1,200. 


oF i° tue wes : ee | 











(WB) and ‘Blondie’ (Col). Over 
strong for better than average $5,500. 
Last week ‘Say French’ (Par) and 
‘Up River’ (20th) fair $4,000. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)— 
‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th). Average biz 
for this house at $1,600. Last week 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Gateway’ 
(20th) better than par with $2,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
| 35-40) —‘Sweethearts’ (M-G). Single 
billed and answered to exploitation 
|for terrific $7,000. Last week ‘West 
|with Hardys’ (M-G), also a single 
bill, closed a good second week for 
okay $5,800, and moved to the May- 
fair. 








‘Dawn’-‘De Luxe’ Big 
$10,500, ‘Cowboy’ Dual 
836 in Snappy Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 27. 

Holiday was good for extra busi- 
ness among both first-runs and sub- 
urbans. Clear, cool weather after a 
good snow put patrons in a wicket- 
spinning mood. 

‘Dawn Patrol’ soared to $10,500 at 
the Orpheum, while ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ roped $8,500 at the Omaha. 
The small Brandeis pulled $6,000 
with ‘That Woman Again,’ a dandy 
figure on a comparative basis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (95-810-650; 10-25-30) — ‘Sta- 
blemates’ (M-G) and ‘Certain Age’ 
(U), dual, split with ‘Miss Manton’ 
(RKO), ‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB), tripler. Socko 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Three Loves’ 
(M-G) and ‘Straight, Place’ (20th), 
dual, split with ‘Hold Co-Ed’ (20th), 
‘Secrets of Actress’ (WB) and ‘Hunt- 
ed Men’ (Par), tripler, $2,000. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—"That Woman Again’ (Col) 
and ‘Peck’s Boy’ (RKO). Swell $6,- 
000.. Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) and 
‘Dr. Meade’ (Col), $5,400, very nice. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Cowboy and Lady” (UA) and 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). Very nice 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Great Waltz’ (M- 
G) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), 
$6,500, poor. - 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000: 10-25-40) 
—Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Service 
Deluxe’ (U), going at an excellent 
$10,500 gait. Last week ‘Hard to Get’ 
(WB) and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G), 
$9,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Old Mexico’ (Par), ‘Prison Farm’ 
(Par) and ‘Night Hawk’ (Rep), first- 
run tripler, split with ‘Time Out 
Murder’ (20), ‘Black Bandit’ (U) and 
‘Certain Age’ (U), tripler. Good $1,- 
500. Last week, ‘Port Missing Girls’ 
(Mono), ‘Overland Stage Raiders’ 
(Rep) and ‘Fugitives for Night’ 
(RKO), first-run tripler, split with 
‘Frontier Scout’ (GN), ‘Straight, 
Place’ (20th) and ‘Three on Week- 
end’ (GN), tripler, $1,300, poor. 


WB Settles ‘Flirtation 
Walk’ Filmusical Suit 


? The accounting, damage and in- 
junction suit against Warner Bros., 
First National Pictures and M. Wit- 
mark & Sons, music publishers, 
started a year ago in the N. Y. Fed- 
eral Court by Irving Gielow, com- 
poser, has been discontinued. He 
claimed infringement of his composi- 
tions in the WB picture, ‘Flirtation 
Walk.’ The case ended with a stipu- 
lation ‘without prejudice.’ The latter 
phrase might indicate a settlement 
had been made out of court. 

Gielow claimed the defendants 
had thefted his composition, ‘Give 
Me This Night.’ He also claimed the 
songs of the picture, ‘Mister and 
Missus Is the Name’ and ‘I Can’t Be- 
lieve’ were also plagiarized. 











Calls Suit Off 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Dr. Ralph Willard’s year-old 
plagiarism suit against Columbia, in- 
volving the picture, ‘The Man Who 
Lived Twice,’ was settled out of 
court. 

Dr. Willard claimed the film was 
based on his original story, ‘Frozen 
Alive,’ rejected by the studio. 

Vernon Bonner filed suit for $20,- 
000 against Warners, claiming he 
was injured Oct. 15 by a runaway 
steam roller on the studio ranch. 

Plaintiff declares equipment was 
defective. 





Reissue ‘Eagle’ 

Emil Jensen reissues ‘The Eagle,’ 
an old Valentino, shortly. 

Picture was produced by Joe 
Schenck’s Art Cinema, Vilma Banky 
the femme lead. Picture has been 
synchronized since, 








Wednesday, December 28, 1938 
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Pitt Is Pokey; ‘Places -Vaude 18146, 
‘Hardys’ $17,500, Everything’ NG 


: Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 
Holiday broke badly for biz and 
looks like one of the poorest Christ- 
mas weeks in years. In fact, won't 
be a lot better than many average 


sessions. Flock of midnight shows 
Sunday (25) helped some, but not 
enough to show importantly, and 
heavy snow yesterday kept down the 
usual post-Yule rush considerably. 

Stanley has the best of it with 
‘Going Places’ plus show headed by 
Ken Murray, and finishing strong for 
respectable take. ‘Out West with 
the Hardys’ is getting the bulk of 
the kid trade and should squeeze 
out enough to get second week at 
Warner. Day-and-dating of “Thanks 
for Everything’ at Harris first-run- 
ners, Alvin and Harris, a big dis- 
appointment and doing poorly at 
both spots. Seasonal draw and rave 
notices for ‘Christmas Carol,’ on 
twin-bill with ‘Comet Over Broad- 
way,’ no help at all at Warner, which 
is also pulling up lame. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th). No 
question about gross being reduced 
by picture’s playing day-and-date at 
Senator, few blocks away, but at 
that not enough to account for weak 
$5,500, which is even less than house 
often does on ordinary weeks. Last 
week, ‘Up River’ (20th) and ‘Always 
Trouble’ (20th) in the dumps at 
$4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—Newsboys’ Home’ (U). Looking 
for $4,500, which isn’t bad at all. 
Last week, ‘Monastery’ (Indie) no 
complaints at $2,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘West with MHardys’ (M-G). 
Sweeving down home stretch briskly 
for $17,500, hefty trade, and enough 
to give it a second week at the War- 
ner. Last week, ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) 
proved the best thing in town at 
$13,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
—Thanks for Everything’ (20th). 
Looks like $2,500, woefully mild. 
Last week, ‘Personal Secretary’ (U) 
and ‘I Stand Accused’ (Rep) at the 
40-cent top, and with special dime 
coupons, too, awful at $1,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Going Places’ (WB) and stage show. 
Shaping up for $18,500, good enough 
and best here in some time. Last 
week, ‘Heart of North’ (WB) and 
Gray Gordon-Mike Riley bands 
pretty close to a new low at $10,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) and ‘Comet 
Over Broadway’ (WB). Won't bet- 
ter $4,000, pretty sluggish. Last 
week, ‘Flirting with Fate’ (M-G) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) out on a 
limb at $2,700. 


‘CAROL’ 106, ‘WINDS’ 
9G, DENVER FREEZING 


Denver, Dec. 27. 
_ Zero weather blew in on Monday 
night and crimped the Yuletide 
grosses. Biggest coin being rung up 
at the Orpheum where ‘Christmas 
Carol’ is hitting $10,000. ‘Trade 
Winds’ also forte at $9,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th), after a 
week at the Denver. Fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Angels’ (WB) $3,500, good 
ee J film had played the Denver a 
week, 


Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40) — 
‘Dramatic School’ (M-G and ‘Law 
West of Tombstone’ (RKO), after a 
week at the Orpheum. Okay $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) 
and ‘Annabel’ (RKO), after a week 
at the Orpheum, $1,500, fair. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Frontiersman’ (Par) and ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ (Par). Played four 
days, and was yanked with $1,500. 
ry week, ‘Say French’ (Par), poor 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50) — 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA). Up among the 
leaders with satisfactory $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th), 
$7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-4Q) 
— Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Ringing 
a cheery $10,000. Last week, 
‘Dramatic School’ (M-G) and ‘Law 
West of Tombstone’ (M-G) poor 
$6,000, but were moved to the Broad- 
way regardless. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40) — 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and ‘The Storm’ 
(U). So-so at $3,000. Last week, 
‘Heart of North’ (WB) and ‘Comet 
Over Broadway’ (WB) $3,590, good. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Angels’ 
(WB), after week at each Denver 
and Aladdin, and ‘Strange Case of 
Dr. Meade’ (Col). Indicating $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA), 
after week at each Denver and Alad- 
— and ‘Strange Faces’ (U) $2,000, 
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It's a Case of Watchful Waiting Now 
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On the Yank-Italo Distrib Situation 
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Policy of watchful waiting prob- 
ably will be followed by the U. S. 
industry on the Italian situation up 
to the Dec. 31 deadline. Feeling in 
film circles is that American major 
companies have definitely stated 
their attitude and now it’s strictly up 
to Italy to compromise. 

The picture business in New York 
and Haysians are hopeful the united 
front will be maintained by all eight 
majors, while the Italian government 
is reported waiting equally hopeful 
for a break in the Yankee ranks. 
Industry attitude is that Italy’s plan 
to monopolize foreign distribution in 
Italy is actually forcing American 
majors to withdraw their distribu- 
tion in the country. 


Insiders feel that Italy would be 
satisfied if two or three of the four | 
major companies having unexpired 
contracts with Italian distributors 
decided to continue in Italy on 
promise that restrictions would not 
become effective for six months after 
Jan. 1, when film monopoly is slated 
to become operative. Understood 
this is the bait held out to try to 
force a break in the united front of 
the American companies. 


Should one or more of the four 
companies, Universal, Columbia, 
United Artists and RKO, continue in 
Italy for six additional months on 
promise that present percentage 
deals would go through during this 
time, it undoubtedly would break 
down the firm front now held against 
Italy. Monopoly plan calls for a 
flat rental fee to foreign distribs for 
their product. Present understand- | 
ing is that if they agree to the six- | 
month concession period, they would 
be bound by whatever rules and reg- | 
ulations the Italian film monopoly 
laid down after that period. 


Exhib Pressure 


There’s ‘some hope in N. Y. that | 
exhibitor pressure in Italy eventually | 
will tell the story because the entire | 
exhibition business there realizes | 
that a dearth of American films will | 
mean a slump in Italian theatres. | 
Which presumably is why the Italian | 
government has sent out feelers to | 
ascertain if the solid front can be} 
cracked. They’re holding out a busi- 
ness plum to those companies pres- | 
ently holding pacts with Italian dis- | 
tributors. This monetary plum is 
built up on the premise that the 
four companies, which might be 
talked into remaining in Italy, would 
share in the revenue formerly split 
among the eight U. S. distributors. 
It’s understood that conferences 
among Italo government spokesmen 
and others have attempted to estab- 
lish the highly questionable point 
whether old contracts must be car- 
ried out. 
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One Way to Do It 





REVIVALS UP IN SYDNEY; 
U. S. FILMS PACE AUSS.* 


Sydney, Dec. 7. 
Never before in Sydney have so 
many revivals been spotted into ace 
theatres. The much-revived ‘Naugh- 
ty Marietta’ (M-G) is in for another 
try, at Greater Union’s Lyceum, and 





BRITISH BEEFS 


;eigners and finally met with agents, 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 20. 

Showing of Leni Riefenstahl’s 
Nazi-made film of the Olympic 
Games in Germany was locally 
made posible only because the 
German Embassy guaranteed 
purchase of 700 tickets daily at 3 
pesos (75c). Picture was shown 
for a week at the Ideal in spite 
of the fact that hundreds of re- 
quests were made not to show it. 

Only local dailies that didn’t 
accept advertising for the pic- 
ture were the anti-Nazi Argen- 
tinisches Tagebiatt and the two 
English papers, The Standard 
and Buenos Aires Herald. 











MAY CRAMP 
U.S. ACTS 


London, Dec. 19. 
Drastic changes are expected in 
English vaudeville early in 1939. 
Variety Artists’ Federation has 
for months besieged the Ministry of 
Labor regarding the influx of for- 








bookers and Lennox Boyd, Parlia- 
mentary secretary to the Ministry of | 
Labor, 


VAF maintained foreigners are 
keeping English acts out of work 
while the opposition strenuously 
denied it, claiming foreigners have 
helped by bringing novel offerings to 
England and in reviving the vaude- 
ville outlook, which was becoming 
decadent till these novelties came 
along. But with all that, insiders as- 
sert the VAF carried weight with 
the Ministry rep, and when the de- 
cision is given in a few weeks, there 
will be drastic cutting of importa- 
tions, some even claiming the slice 
will be around 50%. 

There’s also talk of George Black 
re-introducing the Askwith Arbitra- 
tor Award Contract, named after 
Lord Askwith, who was responsible 
for its inception in 1919, Contract 
is very complicated, the most strin- 
gent clause being that an act booked 
by any corporation for 20 weeks, at 
salary of $200 per week, or over, 
cannot play the opposition in the 
West End 16 weeks before the en- 
gagement; in the Metropolitan Police 
District (practically the whole of 
London), 32 weeks before the date 
and in provinces 40 weeks before 





Paramount, Warner Bros., Metro 


and 20th-Fox have notified em-| 


ployees of their intention to shutter 
in Italy if the government decree 
controlling all distribution goes into 
effect. 





France Sells to Italy 


Paris, Dec. 19. 

Indications of what the Italians in- 
tend doing to overcome what is ex- 
pected to be a film shortage next 
year as a result of the withdrawal 
of the American product from that 
market came to light with the visit 
here of Italian film czar, Marquis 
Giacomo Paulucci de Calboli. 

Here on what was purported to be 
a secret mission, de Calboli came to 
buy a large number of French films 
for the monopolistic Enic to fill the 
breach which will be caused by the 
absence of Yank pictures. Enic is 
the Italian government agency con- 
trolling distribution. He viewed 
many French films while here and 
from reliable sources it was learned 
de Calboli bought in the neighbor- 
hood of 30 French pictures. 

Also understood he visited both 
London and Berlin in search of 
product but did not meet with much 
success there. The French pro- 
ducers reportedly submitted to con- 
ditions laid down by the monopoly 
on foreign distribution in hopes of 
getting a strong foothold on that 
market while the Americans are out. 

Another result which is expected 
to show later from the visit is closer 
collaboration between producers of 
the two countries in the exchange of 
films. More films are also expected 


to be produced in Italy by French’! 


companies, 


the engagement and two weeks after 
it. 

This gives George Black, head of 
| General Theatres Corp., practically a 
monopoly of vaudeville everywhere 
in England, besides Scotland and 
Wales. The bar extends even fur- 
ther, as it also specifies that no ar- 
tists under contract are permitted 
to appear in pictures or cabaret dur- 
ing the same period. 


‘Lambeth Walk’ Snipped 
By U to Avoid a Suit 


Threatened suit against Universal 
\by Pinewood Studios of London over 
‘U’s” picture, ‘Little Tough Guys in 
Society.’ was averted yesterday (27) 
when Universal agreed to eliminate 











Nov. 


‘Girl of Golden West’ (M-G) has also 
been revived by same_ unit. 
‘Monte Cristo’ (UA) is playing at the 
Embassy, a first-release house. ‘A 
Star Is Born’ (UA), ‘Love on the 
Run’ (M-G), ‘After Thin Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Chained’ (M-G) also revived. 
Biggest flop on revival try was ‘Peg 
O” My Heart’ (M-G). 

Revivals have been up in the nabe_ 
and stix, too. Best success on re- 
vival scored by Cinesound’s ‘On Our 
Selection.’ Some -talk now of spot- 
ting this unit’s oldtimer, “The Silence 
of Dean Maitland,’ into a city house 
in the new year. 

Terrific heat making it tough, on 
the whole, for all product. What 


‘My Lucky Star’ (20th), opened 
25, and looked okay for three 
weeks. ‘Hard to Get’ (WB) opened 
Nov. 18, and did just fair over two 
weeks. ‘Spawn of North’ (Par) 
looked good for three weeks, with 
stage presentation a help when it 
preemed here. ‘Swiss Miss’ (M-G) 
got away to a nice start. ‘Having 
Wonderful Time’ (RKO) also doing 
well. ‘Hot to Handle’ (M-G) is go- 
ing over with Gable-Loy fans. 
‘Alexander’ (20th), after four weeks 
at Hoyts’ .egent; was transferred 
to same unit’s Century, with biz 
swell. ‘Boy From Barnardo’s’ (M-G) 
doing fair. ‘Smashing the Rackets’ 
(RKO) and ‘Paid to Dance’ (Col) 
also on top here. 





‘Snow White’ Tops 
Melbourne, Dec. 7. 

U. S. product responsible for 
whatever trade there is, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO), which opened Oct. 
7, is still tops. ‘Alexander’ (20th) 
setting nice pace. “Three Blind Mice’ 
(20th), plus stage show, also okay. 
‘Blockade’ (UA) so-so. ‘Three Com- 
rades’ (M-G) took nice tarde. ‘Hold 
That Kiss’ (M-G) only fair. ‘There’s 
Always a Woman’ (Col) has possi- 
bilities. 





Trade Up in Auckland 
Auckland, N. Z., Dec. 7. 
Trade is high in Auckland, Wel- 
lington, Christchurch and Dunedin 
with U. S. pictures. Current lineup 


includes ‘Spawn of North’ (Par), 
‘Alexander’ (20th), ‘Algiers’ (UA), 
‘Carefree’ (RKO), ‘Girl Golden 


West’ (M-G), ‘Great Garrick’ (WB), 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO). ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO) and ‘That Certain Age’ (U) 
will be the Yuletide attractions. 
Best British biz gotten with ‘Drums’ 
(UA) and ‘Dad and Dave.’ 





Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 





‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion 
—Nov. 6, ’36. 
‘Robert’s Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, ’37. 


‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace | 


—Dec. 16, ’37. 
‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, ’38. 
‘Banana Ridge,’ Strand—April 27, 
"38. 


‘Glorious 
May 26, ’38. 


Morning,’ Whitehall -—— 


‘Spring Meeting,’ Ambassador — 


May 31, ’38. 
‘Lot’s Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 
‘The Fleet’s Lit Up,” Hippodrome— 
Aug. 17. 
‘George and Margaret,’ Piccadilly 
—Aug. 30. 
‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31. 
‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 
‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 
‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — | 


Sept. 20. 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury 





|from all prints the ‘Lambeth Walk’ 
| sequence. 

| Sereen rights to the words and 
| music of ‘Lambeth Walk’ are owned | 
| by Pinebrook, Ltd., now producing a 
feature of that name, for Metro re- 
‘lease based on the London legit hit, 
‘Me and My Girl.’ 





‘CHI’ BIG IN TEL AVIV 
Tel Aviv, Dec. 12. 





‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) is packing | 


them in for a second run in Tel) 
| Aviv, after having made the rounds 
of practically. all first-run houses in 
the country. 

‘Happened One Night’ (Col) has. 
returned for a run in Haifa, while | 


‘Black Fury’ (WB) and ‘Yank at 
Oxford’ (M-G) are still running! 
strong. 


—Sept. 23. 
‘Elephant in Arcady,’ Kingsway — 


| Oct. 5. 


‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia— 


| Oct. 7 


‘When We Are Married,’ St. Mar- 
tin’s—Oct. 11. 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ Wynham’s — Oct. 
14 


‘Goodness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— | 


Oct. 18. 

‘Idiot’s Delight,’ His Majesty’s — 
Oct. 24. 

‘Elisabeth of Austria,’ Garrick — 
Nov. 3. 

‘Traitor’s Gate,’ Duke of York — 
Nov. 17. 

‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. 22. 

‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov., 24. 

‘Story of African Farm,’ New — 


ov. 30. 

‘Windfall,’ Apollo—Dec. 15. 

‘Under Suspicion,’ Playhouse-—Dec. 
20. 

‘No. 6," Aldwych—Dec. 21. 


Its | 


biz is being gotten, however, comes | 2°: 20. 


from U. S. stuff. 





+ 


Gate Theatre Revue, 
London, Fares Pooriy | 


London, Dec. 27. 


Though nicely received, annual re- 
vue at the Gate, which preemed 
Dec. 20, is amateurish. Has some 
clever bits though fundamentally not 
commercial. Robert MacDermott 
and Diana Morgan wrote book and 
Geoffrey Wright handled music. 

‘Under Suspicion,’ an outmoded 
thriller, bowed at the Playhouse 
Definitely unlikely. An- 
other melodramatic thriller, ‘No. 6,’ 
which preemed the following night 
(21) at the Aldwych, fared much 
better. 


N. SO. WALES 10 
ADD NEW TAX 
ON YANKS 


Sydney, Dec. 7. 


With American picture companies 
refusing to enter the production field 














in New South Wales it is now re- 
garded certain that the government 
will add a new tax on all U. S. foot- 
age in order to subsidize local pro- 
ducers. American companies now 
pay 16c per foot duty for Aussie film 
imports into this country. 

Another big subject for discussion 
is the drive by some Aussie pro- 
ducers to get more liberal terms for 
entry of their pictures into Great 
Britain. One major Britisher here 
denied that there was any discrimi- 
nation against Australian pictures 
going into England. He cited three 
years when 13 Aussie films entered 
England and paid only $543 duty, 
whereas in the same period British 
producers paid $28,792 primage 
charges to bring films into Australia. 

Clause in the new N. South Wales 
law, making it compulsory for an 





annual theatre program out of Brit- 
ish product, is believed aimed to fa- 
cilitate passage of Aussie films into 
Great Britain. 

There are many showmen who say 
that British product is not strong 
enough to pull top business. Aside 
from such pictures as ‘Drums’ (UA) 
and George Formby’s comedies, it’s 
predicted that exhibitors will suffer 
a big drop in revenue under the 15% 
regulation. Executives claim that 
Hoyts never made coin while show- 
|ing British product entirely. Stuart 
Doyle, while boss of Greater Union 
Theatres, tried to create a British 


abandon it because of boxoffice re- 
sults. 


Pix in South Africa 


Capetown, Dec. 12. 

Metro and Warner Bros. are setting 
the pace here with three films apiece. 
Pictures here: 

Colosseum, ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB), 
followed by ‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB): 
Alhambra, ‘Mutiny of the Elsimor 
| (AB); Plaza, ‘First 100 Years’ (M-G), 
followed by ‘Married Before Break- 








fast’ (M-G), Royal, ‘Yellow Jack’ 
(M-G), and Adelphi, ‘White Ban- 
i ners’ (WB). 





Johannesburg, Dec. 12. 

Films playing here include the fol- 
lowing: 

Plaza, ‘Owd Bob’ (Gainsborough): 
Colosseum, ‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB): 
Metro, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G); Standard, 
‘Sinners in Paradise’ (U) and Bijou, 
‘Farewell Again’ (M-G). 








Durban, Dec. 12. 

Pictures here are as follows: 

Criterion, ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) 
and ‘Secret Valley’; King’s, ‘Elephant 
Boy’ (UA); 
(Gainsborough), followed by ‘Every- 
body Sing’ (M-G); Playhouse, ‘Dods- 
worth’ (UA); 20th Century, ‘Sl e 
Ship’ (20th), followed by ‘Pigskin 
Parade’ (20th). 





exhibitor to make up 15% of his | 


‘Abnormal Bull Market for Foreign 
~ Fils in America Not Panning Out 
Well; More Theatres but Lesser B.O. 


—_—— 





Day of reckoning for embryo for- 
eign distributors in New York is near 
at hand. Newcomers to the local 
field of foreign film distribution who 
went out last summer and made ex- 
tensive commitments at compara- 
tively high figures will be checking 
their balance sheets and have to de- 
cide whether to continue the struggle 
or quietly fold. 

What has happened in the local 
foreign picture distrib field is just 
what vets in the business predicted 
would occur. Influx of newcomers 
bid up prices for French-made and 
other films, grabbed up all available 
product whether outstanding or not 
and then found themselves stocked 
up with foreign pictures, majority of 
which will not return the original 
outlay. 

This surplusage of foreign films 
has brought out more first-run for- 
eign arty theatres temporarily. This 
has tended to damage regular pa- 
tronage at the established arty for- 
eign houses because of the weakie 
pictures. Nevertheless it has not 
damaged them as much as it has in- 
jured the distributors of the pictures, 
themselves. 

There has been a constantly grow- 
ing list of first-run foreign language 
theatres in downtown New York. In 
1936, the 55th St. Cinema was prac- 
tically the only first-run house near 
Times Square. Filmarie and Bel- 
mont naugurated first-run policy in 
1937. Latter did not stick entirely 
to policy of showing new features, 
indicating even then that it was dif- 
ficult to secure enough new draw 
films from the foreign producers. 

This year, however, in addition to 
the Filmarte and 55th St. the 
Normandie, Waldorf, Fifth Ave. and 
World tried using first run product. 
Normandie already is back to Ameri- 
can film while the Fifth Ave. ap- 
parently will return to its old 
second-run policy. Shortage of suit- 





;able first-run films foreed the 55th 


chain in the Antips but was forced to | 


St. to shutter for a time during this 
month, after essaying revivals, but 
is open again now. 

Operators of arty houses claim 
they need at least two good foreign 
features annually to carry ‘on suc- 
cessfully. Thus far there are only 
two or three houses able to operate 
steadily in this fashion because for- 
eign product does not measure up. 


British Show Biz’s 
Refusee Charity 
Drive; % of Grosses 


London, Dec. 27, 

Amusement industry here has 
started strongly organized move- 
ment to raise funds for assistance to 
German refugees of all denomina- 
tions. A series of theatrical benefits 
sponsored by Earl Baldwin’s son will 
take place Jan. 14. 

Theatre owners will donate 10% of 
receipts and. voluntary collections 
will be taken up among audiences. 
Every theatrical director and en- 
trepreneur of any prominence has 
evinced intention to participate in 
the drive and three ace press agents 
have started advance campaign. 











Time for Play 


Jerusalem, Dec. 14. 





Metro,‘Lady Vanishes’ | 


With 25,000 British troops in the 
country chasing Arab rebels, the 
former were up against it for week 
end recreation. They finally thought 
of building special cinemas for each 
big barracks. 

Thus far three have been con- 
| Structed, one in Sarafand, main Pale 
estine barracks; another in Jerusalem 
|and a third in Haifa. 





‘MARIE’ RULES B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 20. 

‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) finishes 
_today its third week at the Gran 
Cine Ideal. Picture still going strong. 
Excellent pre-release campaign will 
| make it stay for another three or 
| four weeks. 

‘That Certain Age’ (U) is due to 
follow. 
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The Girl Downstairs 


(WITH SONG) 

~, Hollywood, Dec. 21, 
Metro release of Harry Rapf production. 
Franciska Gaal, 


Franchot Tone, 


tures ° 
Walter Connolly. Directed by Norman 
‘aurog. Screenplay by Harold Goldman, 


*elix Jackson and Karl Noti; from short 
As by Sandor Hunyady. Song, Bob 
Wright and Chet Forrest; camera, Clyde 
De Vinna; editor, Elmo Veron. Previewed 











at Westwood Village Dec. 20, '38. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins, ‘ 
c ina LinZ...sceseeeeees Franciska Gaal'} 
eel Wagner MUTTTITT Tt Franchot saan PACIFIC LINER 
, 3 y .Walter Connolly 
STOWN. ws ceeeee eeceses 
inks. .:.;. Tere heeaeee Reginald Gardiner Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Rosalind Brown..cesssessesss Rita Johnson RKO release of Robert Sisk production. 
Charlie. ..+..+-eeeeceeeers _..Reginald Owen | Features Victor McLaglen and Chester 
Adolf Pumpfel....--+....Franklin Pangborn Morris. Directed by Lew Landers. Screen- 
Karl. ...-sesccccccsessessserss Robert Coote | play by John Twist from story by Anthony 
The Butler...cceceereeveeess Barnett Parker | Coldewey and Henry Roberts Symonds; 
Freda. ...csececesevesscees Priscilla Lawson | camera, Nicholas Musuraca: editor, Harry 
Rudolph... +.seceeseseceess James B. Carson | Marker; asst. director, Sam Ruman. Pre- 
FritZ. cnn cece ccececeeeeceees Charles Judels viewed at Pantages Dec, 21, ’3S. Running 
Garage Proprietor.......+++e5+ Billy Gilbert | time, 75 mins. 
| Crusher McKay.......e+:: Victor McLaglen 
i ir j | Doctor Craig..-+.ccccccceees Chester Morris 
Exceptional direction and a fine |} Ann Gr@ySOM...cceeceeeeseess Wendy Barrie» 
cast overcome deficiencies of a rath- | Gallagher Viguakessndoessedy Sewer 
. BrICCHES. .ccccscccccceseces arry Fitzgerald | 
er incredible COO RTA CO] Bled as oo svedevky oc veces apie Allan Lane 
iin a) : 'Captain Mathews......... Halliwell Hobbes 
make Girl Downstairs mildly enter- Deadeyes....ccccccessecs Cyrus W. Kendall 
taining fare. Due to get by for mod- Moar ah O00 6 SEMI ahe a0 HER te Asay > so 
‘ - P { CTCAITS. cc cerccerreecneeerersess ohn ray 
erate take along the line, depending | Olat Fi vathas ueswbatecedeenass Emory Parneil 
, how combo of Franciska Gaal, | Silvio... ...eceeeeeeeeeeees Adia Kuznetzofft 
» lags Ae 1a = 4” PP ee re a re John Bieifer 


Franchot Tone and Walter Connolly 
stacks up for ‘draw’ ability in indi- 
vidual situations. In the keys, sup- 
port will be required. | 

Story of rich playboy who courts 
scullery maid to gain entrance into 
home of girl he is romancing, with 
the slavey falling in love with the | 
boy, for a Cinderella finale, is rath- 
er beyond the realms of plausibility. | 
But, despite that premise, picture is | 
saved by some excellent perform- 
ances and keen direction by Norman 
Taurog. 

Tone is particularly effective in 
th: lead, giving plenty of sincerity 
to his role. It’s his final one for 
Metro under recent contract, as he 
intends to oonfine his activities dur- 
ing the next year to the stage with 
the Group Theatre organization. 

Characterization of Franciska Gaal 
as the scullery maid is reminiscent 
of some of the early Pickford fea- 
tures prior to 1920. Several closeups 
further bring back memory of the 
Mary Pickford of that era. This is 
no reflection on Miss Gaal’s perform- 
ance, as she works hard with sincer- 
ity, and has a screen personality 
that may yet break through. This 
is her third picture in America, and 
in each she is the scrubbing-brush 
and bucket slavey who finds a happy 
ending in the final reel. 

Connolly is thoroughly capable as 
the gruff millionaire who attempts 
to save his daughter from Tone. Sup- 
porting cast is particularly well- 
balanced, with Billy Gilbert promi- 
nent in a brief sequence that high- 
lights the comedy passages. 

Despite the illogical story, Taurog 
whips the action along at a sustained 
pace, and injects many human angles 
and situations to lift the picture 
above ordinary rating. Photography 
by Clyde De Vinna is particularly 
meritorious, and his lighting of Miss 
Gaal makes her a thing of beauty— 
even as a scullery maid. 


| 
| 
| 





punchers. A cattle-rustling angle, of 
course, is introduced since this fur- 
nishes the snappy actionful climax. 

St. Brendan Boys Choir, cast as a 
group of school youngsters, lend a 
distinct musical touch to the outdoor 
opus with their vocalizing. They fit 
in plausibly. 

Lesley Selander directs according 
to standard. Wear. 








A decidedly weak offering that un- 
successfully attempts to squeeze| 
drama from an outbreak of cholera | 
aboard a ship bound from Shanghai 
San ‘Pacific Liner’ | 


to Francisco, 


| will find its level as a filler in the| 


duals. Victor McLaglen, Chester | 
Morris and Wendy Barrie may at-| 
tract some, but audiences as a whole | 
will be dissatisfied with the subject 
matter. 

Unwise production guidance must 
take the blame for this one. Experi- 
ence shows that previous stories 
with diseases such as Asiatic cholera 
or leprosy are not palatable to pic- 
ture audiences. The cholera epi- 
demic below decks in the stokehole 
and engine rooms gives a too vivid 
display of the ravages of the disease 
—men suddenly keeling over and 
dying off, with the corpses being 
burned in the ship furnaces. 

It’s a rather drab setting which 
neither cast nor direction can over- 
come. Picture moves at a slow pace 
that becomes increasingly boresome, 
and tapers off with an unconvincing 
finish. Practically all of the action 
is confined to the quarantined engine 
room and stokers’ quarters, to fur- 
ther dull interest; and no attention 
is given to comedy passages to 
lighten it up. 

McLaglen is the rough and tough 
chief engineer who drives his men 
with an iron fist. Chinese stowa- 
way in the engine room dies of 
cholera, and remainder of the script 
depicts efforts of the ship doctor 
(Morris) to save lives of the crew, 
with Miss Barrie assisting as nurse, 
until the boat docks. 


_——--. 


GANG BULLETS 


Monogram release of E. B. Derr produc- 
tion. Features Robert Kent and Anne 
Nagel. Directed by Lambert Hillvear. 
Screenplay, Jorn TT. Neville; editor, Russ 
Schoengarth; camera, Arthur Martinelli, At 
Colonial, Lincoln, dual, Running time, 62 














mins. 
PAtrici@...cccccveseetcccceccsecess Anne Nagel 
THE FRONTIERSMEN Carter. ...ccccccccccccsccsseses Robert Kent 
Wayne. ...cccccecescoss Charles bg 
Anderson Sates bende Morgan Wallace 
P (WITH SONGS) Reardon...... eeseese- Jd. Farrell MacDonald 
aramount release of Harry Sherman! Meade...... saseetesdesescor John T. Murray 
Production. Features Wiliiam Boyd and Wallace. .....es CeO RSdweheetecicd Arthur Loft 
noaee Hayes. Directed by Lesley Se-| Red......-+++ uses sidedasetas SONG Bene 
ander, Screenplay by Norman Houston; | Armstrong...cccssccsssess...Donald Kerr 
additional dialog, Harrison Jacobs; based | Newell....-.++« veccceceeessCarleton Young 
on Clarence E. Mulford series; camera, | Mrs, Jones...s++:+r+eee+++-Ieabell LaMalle 
‘ussel] Harlan. At Central, N. Y., dual, | Billy........+se0- Sbquaee cons Benny Bartlett 
ee a we ae. Running time, 71 mins. 
opalong Cassidy............ William Boyd : . : 
w indy PSdeceevcede easceseess George Hayes| Only entrancing thing about this 
pa vu seeeeeees. Russell Hayden | for the patron is the title. Certainly 
ne Lake...... eescecesses.EVelyn Venable | . z - 
— pvtere. pean osnnekecs William Duncan | its quota of bullets, or shooting, is 
da Peters...... Clara Kimball Youn : ac j i j 
Judson Thorpe..... Charles (Tony) Hughes | Very light, as is the action, which 
Arte esseeeeee deees sabes tere Dickie Jones | for the most part occupies the time 
¥ OM sessevece wd00ee8bs60 0 65 Roy Barcroft 9 P ° P * ten’ 
trod Mi is inseciukeetssces Emily Fitzroy | With discussion in the district attor- 
pUITE wees eens 0000056560 ccse0ss John Beach ’ : : 
School-kids °°” St! "Brendan Boys Choir | D@Y’S Office, his home, and in the 





Well-constructed oats opera in the 
Hopalong Cassidy series, ‘The Fron- 
tiersmen’ differs chiefly from others 
in that there is stronger romantic in- 
terest developed and a group of sing- 
ing os aemore figures in the prairie 
school episodes. Emphasis on school- 
day sequences holds back robust 
western action until the last 15 min- 
utes when it is doubly concentrated. 
Should take its place with other 
stronger vehicles in Hopalong string. 

Picture hints that the ‘three cactus 


courtroom. There are no chases, 
and the climax, which finds the 
chains of the law descending in 
plenty on the transgressors, is very 
lukewarm. 

Featured are Anne Nagel, daugh- 
ter of Charles Trowbridge, as the 
D.A., and Robert Kent, who is Trow- 
bridge’s assistant prosecutor and his 
prospective son-in-law. Nobody gets 
excited, or emotional, or particularly 
worried throughout John T. Neville’s 
original screenplay, so dramatics are 
out, and every part is played in well 








musketeers’ theme may be developed 
and, in time, surmount featuring the 
Single character of Hopalong Cassidy. 
Several scenes indicate that pro- 
ducers may have this in mind. It’s 
a Smart idea. The two characters of 
Windy’ and ‘Lucky’ have been built 
slowly but surely in recent months 
until both in time might better the 
draw if put on equal footing with 
Hopalong, 

George Hayes, as Windy, repre- 
Senting the old-timer and humorous 


angle, and Russell Hayden, as Lucky, 
typifying the younger generation of 
cowboys, have become identified 


with the Hopalong prairie plots. This 
is seen in the easy manner in which 
ey work together with Bill Boyd 
(Hopalong) in this production, Even 


in the more exaggerated love scenes,| John T. Murray, Carleton Young for opening. 


the three hold close to character and 


lend credibilit t j “ 
velopments, y to the romantic de 

ew tale depicts the struggles of a 
western family and their cowhand 


assistants to place the town school on| vantage of the natural title for sen- sheet, 
A pert school-| sationalism on the marquee, ‘Bullets 
marm from Boston does the trick by 
ible oe over the family’s incorrig- 
eo (Dickie Jones) and gaining the 

acking of the rough-and-ready cow-’ in any case. 


a workable basis. 


} 














oiled precision, if not too interest- 
| ingly. 

Situation finds Morgan Wallace, a 
racket baron, being loaded on a train 
| caused trouble. Gets off in another 
| and takes over, running immediately 
‘into trouble with Trowbridge’s office. 
| Since previous D.A.’s have had trou- 
'ble trying to pin anything on the 

wily criminal, Trowbridge and Kent 
|trick him into playing their hand 
| and catch him up on it. Involves 
| some secretive by-play, which makes 
it rough going on Kent’s romancing. 
| Miss Nagel is not taken into either 
' man’s confidence. 

| Wallace has a pretty crew of 
| henchmen for his crc *king, such fa- 
| miliar child scarers as John Merton, 


and Roger Williams. Cast gives Ar- 


_thur Loft credit for appearance in 


liams, not billed, is in, however. 
| As a short stayer, and taking ad- 


will get by in the action play. Crowd 





longer stays. 


Parant production. Features Gaby Morlay, 

Jean Yonnel, Pierre Renoir and Edmonde 

Guy. Directed by Charies Guichard. From 

the Leo Tolstoy novel; scenario, H. Andre 

Legrand; music, Adolph Borchard. At 

World, N. Y., week Dec. 19, '38. Running 

| time, 85 mins, 

PEON as Ua 0 606846 dusauascude« Gaby Morlay | 
Pe ONE s Ss ebci0seee000000%4 Jean Yonnel ! 
Toukhatchevaky.....seccesecs Jacques Erwin 
SEN o's 00,00 40 0948509 94408 Pierre Renoir 
DOR hace tdxsecdisspneverns Edmonde Guy | 
so! Seer Pe ey weer roe Annie Rozanne 

POPOVIICD . sce cccccveccectse ANGFO Servi 

Mother of Pozdnycheff....... Darcey Roche 

SOLON 00 606-604 Sadw edb ene 00666000 068a Nox 

ROME Sa rGh4ee 6d bveeaedss 60> 84 J. P. Thiss 

ge SP errr arr) Soy ere Gisele Gire 


| and shipped out of a town where he’s | 








Miniature Reviews - 





‘The Girl Downstairs’ (M-G). 
Keen direction and fine per- 


—— 


Director William Beaudine lightened 
things up with numerous gags and 
situations of the slapstick variety, 
and over-all kept things moving at a 
rapid pace, despite obvious story 
handicaps. 








THE GANG 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Syndicate Pictures release of Herbert 
Wilcox production. Features Ralph Reader, 
Directed by Alfred Goulding. Story, musie 
and lyrics by Ralph Reader. At Central, 





. . N. Y¥., week Dec, 22, '38, dual. Running 
formances highlight moderate | IN EARLY ARIZONA | time, 54*mins. 
programmer. Sk " ‘ 
ne Wediiiadsnidda? thes’. unite Calieeshin production and release Stars oper oe 0680-00 beetbeesviecs Rein eee 
‘ . Bill Elhott; eatures orothy yulliver, IR 2° thd tinde dati k de inlaal> 5 Mathetecdely: SPP Pn OS 
sic featured in one of better | Harry Woods. Directed by Joseph Lever- | Whines 222 Ri hand Alnler 
Hopalong Cassidy westerns. “— am apg ag SN gyn Edis ctiee vxacdacteawis ve Leonard Snelling 
© e ». ’ * , é > a — 
‘Pacific Liner’? (RKO). Drab well, At Colonial, Lincoln, dual. Run- ,9°4++++++ses++seeeeeeeeeseeeees Syd Palmer 
melodrama witb little interest to | ning time, 55 mins. REE Sie = 
hold attention GesOen.« <veae esseass din rentins « Rm meet This is the type of British produc- 
> - : allie ides dk ett ich rte Oey Word, | tion that fully absolves American 
Torchy in Chinatown’ (WB) Bull... . -ccccccccccccessaseces Harry Woods | FR. ; : 
Fails ; : Marshall....cccccccesdeceessers Jack Ingram | exhibitors from not wanting English 
ails to hit standard of recent SPIK@. 12+. cescccnccccscess Franklin yg | pictures. Herbert Wilcox is credit- 
Torchy series. Okay for dualers. ahaa. paler Sa ete Prank is |ed_as producer, one of his weakest 
The Gang’ (Syn). Flimsy tale DOM. oes t ouctaskiveseae Charles Kinz | and probably an oldie. 
of British Boy Scouts staging a Weldon... ,cscegcesececces ree Ed Cassidy It seems an English Boy Scout 
musical. Deadweight even for SHEP... cccvccccesvcccecs Charles Whittaker | captain thinks it would be smart to 
dualing. turn musical comedy producer in- 








KREUTZER SONATA 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Foreign Cinema Aris release of Forrestier- 








(In French with English Titles) 

For a French production incorp- 

orating so little action, this picture 
holds audience attention fairly well 
until closing passages. It just misses 
being substantial entertainment of 
draw possibilities because of failure 
to cash in on the latent Russian tri- 
angle plot. Instead, the French pro- 
ducers have the wronged family man 
go berserk and shoot his rival and 
his wife. There’s an attempt to 
temper the conclusion by having his 
mate recover, thus enabling him to 
duck a heavy sentence. In toto, the 
obvious strong points have been lost 
in the shuffle. 
‘Kreutzer Sonata’ is for arty the- 
atres but the title and its music may 
hinder its progress. Film is based on 
the Leo Tolstoy novel and also Bee- 
thoven’s ‘Opus 47 in A Major for 
Violin and Piano.’ There are few 
scenes in which Russian peasant cos- 
tumes are worn and few episodes 
suggesting the rustic background. 
Soldiers wear Russ garb but they do 
not figure prominently. Result is 
that basic theme has French trim- 
mings, flavor and even action so that 
the Tolstoy original is deeply sub- 
ordinated. ‘Opus 47’ figures in musi- 
cal score and so does a piano-violin 
concert. 

Director Charles Guichard has in- 
corporated much suspense into a 
routine story. Picture is well staged, 
contains skillful music background- 
ing and a few well-arranged concert 
sequences. Gaby Morlay, as the 
wife, gives a well-shaded portrayal. 
However, top acting honors go to 
Jean Yonnel, of the Comedie Fran- 
c ‘se, as the party-loving bachelor 
wh. seemingly finds happiness in 
quiet. arried life. 

Pierre Renoir, veteran French 
screen villain, gets little chance since 
he’s a suicide early in the picture. 
Edmonde Guy, as his wife, figures in 
a tor ‘d love scene and then is lost 
in thi shuffle. Jacques Erwin, as the 





conceit t violinist; Annie Rozanne, 
J. P. “hiss and Gisele Gire head the 
supp rt. Wear. 





Torchy in Chinatown 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- 
duction, Features Glenda Farrell, Barton 
MacLane, Tom Kennedy, 
Henry O'Neill. Directed by William Beau- 
dine. Screenplay by George Bricker, based 
on characters created by Frederick Nebel; 


Patric Knowles, 


dialog director, Harry Seymour; asst. di- 
rector, Arthur Leuker; camera, Warren 
Lynch; editor, Frederick Richards. Pre- 
viewed at La Reina, Dec, 23, '38. Run- 
ning time, 58 mins, 

Torchy Blane.....cccccceee G Ylenda Farrell 
Steve McBride............ Barton MacLane 
GORAGAR . ccc csccesicvcscovvecs Tom henry 
CO os 0.0 6 0tecc nets vtssees Patric Knowles 
po Pr rrrrrrrir errr Trey Henry O'Neill 
PEARSON 4 6.c'0 ccc ccccesese James Stephenson 
PMMOEsn cvesercccccecscesossesared Janet Shaw 
| Fitzhugh Sebbcoocercossseda Anderson Lawlor 
| BO RUVERs acc cccccensesesene Frank Shannon 
| SErBeant..cesssecececvecsecess George Guhl 
BUCAUMtOM. cccccccccccccccesece Richard Bond 








| the film, but he fails to show. Wil- | notes 


will catch up with it soon on the | 
Definitely for dualling | 
Barn. 





A lightweight in the Torchy series, 
not up to standard of recent prede- 
cessors. Rather elemental murder 
mystery, with audience way ahead of 
Barton MacLane in tabbing the solu- 
| tion. For bottom dualers. 

Title is misleading, only China- 
town background being stock shots 
Yarn deals with trio 
| of con men who attempt an extortion 
|payoff through series of Chinese 
and two phoney murders. 
| Torchy speeds up solution of the 
|; mystery to secure scoop for her 
while MacLane flounders 
around long enough to pile up foot- 
| age for an hour’s unfolding. 

Glenda Farrell, MacLane and Tom 
Kennedy carry on the three leads 
as in previous pictyres of the series. 


Gordon Elliott now comes to the 
screen as ‘Bill’ Elliott apparently be- 
cause Columbia starred him as Wild 
Bill Hickok in a recent serial. One- 
time general biz actor among the 
majors, he has gone the way of many 
others and become representative of 
the west that was. Foundation of ‘In 
Early Arizona’ is the famed out- | 
lawry of Tombstone, but for once | 
the film version is quiet in compari- 
son to the story as told by Walter | 
Noble Burns in his book. 

Suggestion is made in the fore- 
word that none of the characters in 
the picture is supposed to represent 
people living or dead, but that the 
shadow of such men as Doc Halli- 
day, the Earps, Clantons, McLow- 
erys, etc., can’t help being suggested 
in part. Of them all, Doc Halliday 
actually seems to live in character, | 
and Elliott plays a man thinly dis- | 


guised from Wyatt Earp, who out- | 
shot the outlaws and guided the ter- 
ritory to statehood. 

Tombstone’s story has been told. in 
pieces in many westerns, never well, 
and ‘In Early Arizona’ doesn’t con- 
tribute much either, other than be- 
ing a western which will get along 
fairly well. With Tombstone as the 
avowed subject, it falls away short, | 





however. 

Full quota of riding, shooting, a 
little brawling, practically no ro- 
mance, and a string of expected se- | 
quences which shorten all suspense 
possibility, tells the story. Elliott | 
comes into Tombstone at the request 
of his friend and town marshall, Jack 
Ingram, but he really warts to settle 
down after cleaning out Dodge City 
and some of the other western sink- 
holes. Is badged immediately and 
sets out to gunpowder outlawry out 
of existence. Real performance is 
by Harry Woods, who is the Arizona 
roughie, Others so-so. Barn. 


FATHER O’FLYNN 


(IRISH-MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Hoffberg release of Butchers Film produ- 
tion. Stars Tom Burke; features Jean 
Adrienne and Denis O’Neil. Directed by 
Wilfred Noy. At Squire, N. Y., week Dec. 
25, 38. Running time, 66 mins. 


25, 





Pater CEs ok 000006865) 400% Tom Burke 
Macushla....... eeccee eeeee--J@an Adrienne 
PURGES 64'0.0 0 60.0 604) 60066806 Robert Chisholm 
Westmacott....cscccseceseess+- Henry Oscar 
Fawcett..... ecccceseveccesss Ralph Truman 
Flat nagan...ccccesseccesess..- Denis O'Neil 
CORBIGY ... 2. cevccdedessce ++.+.-Dorothy Vernon 





Producers have spent considerable 





in creating suitable background for 
this tuneful melodrama of present- 
day Ireland. Cast boasts Tom Burke, 
who made a cinema rep with another 
Irish production, ‘Kathleen,’ in the 
title role. Picture is a better film of 
the type turned out by producers of 
Old Erin, but it still is miles behind 
ordinary program features of Holly- 
wood origin. Hence it will have only 
— appeal in scattered arty thea- 
res. 

Yarn, which is purportedly based 
on the famous song of same title, 
concerns the romance of Macushla, 


the long-missing wastrel father’s at- 
tempt to spirit her away from her 
sweetheart and Father O’Flynn, who 
has looked after her since childhood. 

Manner in which she is held a vol- 
untary prisoner by her®own parent 
and a conniving friend is a severe 
test on the audience’s credulity. And 
since the highlights of the dramatic 
fable depend strictly on this develop- 
ment, the entire story seems far- 
fetched even for a meller. There is 


the picture would sing its way to a 
peaceful, uninspired close. 
Although many of songs are forci- 
bly and inanely- introduced into the 
plot, they provide the brighter mo- 
ments. ‘Ave Maria,’ as sung by Tom 
Burke, is tops. Others include ‘Ma- 
cushla,’ ‘Let’s Fall in Love,’ ‘Father 
O’F lynn’ and ‘I Know of Two Bright 
Eyes.’ Faulty recording spoils part 
of ballads, with sound emerging at 


any lip movement. 

Most colorful sequences are inside 
a cabaret-gambling house at Liver- 
pool, where Macushla is held and 
forced to sing to guests. This 


line of unattractive chorines. 


is okay as Flannagan. 





direction, Wear. 


an English-looking colleen, and of | 


a rousing fist fight near the conclu- | 
sion, just when it seemed as though | 


wrong time and sometimes without | 


is 
marred by lightweight direction and | 
silly introduction of a sillier looking 


Tom Burke is satisfying as Father 


neither pretty nor can she act. Denis | -; 

O'Neil, vet with Irish acting groups, | City, Cleveland, Jan. §; any pest 
i 1 Supporting | 
cast is. only fair, and suffers from | 


stead of returning to his measly job 
after some sort of Scout jamboree 
and encampment. That is the cause 
of all that follows, and most of it is 
ill-conceived and inanely executed. 
Part of the music is fairish; that’s 
all. 


Ralph Reader is billed as the lead- 
ing player of the production. He is 


every place that a camera manipu- 
lator stops his lenses. He taps fairly 
well. His singing and acting, how- 
ever, are thin. Gina Malo, possibly 
the only ex-American player faintly 
recognizable in the cast, proves that 
she hasn’t become an actress. Miss 
Malo does add a few genuinely 
sprightly moments and_ survives 
some faulty makeup and _ crude 
camera angles. Remainder of cast 
is mediocre. 

Reader also takes the rap for the 


| story, songs and is also the leading 


man. His score is the best chore. 
Alfred Goulding directed, but it is 
doubtful if anybody could have made 
much with the people and material 
at hand. Wear, 


FIGHT TO THE LAST 


Garrison release of Chinese Film Co, une 
der supervision of the Political Department 
of the Chinese Government Military Come 
mission, Directed by Y. C. Cheng. Photoe- 
graphed by W. L. Woo. Musie by C, R. 
Sheng. At Roosevelt theatre, N. Y., Dee. 
21, ’38. Running time, 54 mins, 


Brig. Gen, Tsefang Kao Chan-Fet 


POOKANE'S- WIG. cnwocdoa nes decseves Lily Lee 
Siping, Tsefang’s sister.........-. Yeh Ping 
Bom OC TeRTANS. . awicasescasesnsvecsad Cc. Jen 
Mather of TeetAmes..«vccccccteveecapece L, Tu 
Japanese Commander.........+++ F. K. Hoe 
Dean Serves s.< 0s ceb sc cvesdsvesies P. Wong 
Chinese Trattor. ..ccsicccccieseceves F. Ling 
Japanese Captain... oicccccvcoseteen T. S&S. He 





(In Chinese; with English Titles) 

Sympathizers with the beleaguered 
Chinese probably will find this film 
interesting. Those with curiosity 
about what the Chinese can do in the 
way of making films with modern 
stories probably will find in it some- 
thing to talk about, but it’s hardly 
commercial product for theatres in 
this country outside of cities where 
there is a sizable Chinese population, 

The film is frankly dedicated to 
the purpose of uniting the Chinese 
pation in its battle against Japan. 
The horrors inflicted uvon Chinese 
civilians are emphasized in much 
the same way they were in the earl 
World War films in this country. All 
the action takes place in the village 
of Taichang, or in the nearby Chi- 
nese and Japanese lines. General 
Tsefang’s home is captured by the 
Japanese, his family attacked and 
murdered. He trains the Chinese 
guns on his own home when he gets 
news of the capture. 

The staged scenes in the home and 
in the lines are surprisingly well 
done, but many of the long shots of 
plane battles and crashes and bomb- 
ings seem to have been made from 
duped negative; they are very grainy. 
Most of the newsreels have pre- 
sented better shots. 

The dialog is in Chinese, with oc- 
easional snatches of French, but the 
Fnglish sub-titles are adequate. 
There is no difficult following the 
story thread, 








Brendel-Burt, Ed Lowe 
To Essay Vaude Dates 


El Brendel will try a vaude come- 
back with his wife, Flo Burt. Swede 
,comic, solo, recently closed with a 
unit on the Coast. 

Charles Allen is also offering Ed- 
mund Lowe around in the east. 








Scott with Shirley 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Randolph Scott was signed for one 
of the top spots in ‘Susannah of the 
Mounties,’ next Shirley Temple star- 
rer, due to roll Jan. 3 at 20th-Fox. 
Actor recently completed a fea- 
tured role in ‘Jesse James.’ 
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OHIO NIXES ‘MAMLOCK’ 
_ ‘Professor Mamlock,’ Russian-made 
anti-Nazi feature, has been rejected 
by the Ohio state censorship board, 


|O’Flynn, and sings nicely. Jean | No reason officially listed for its ree 
| Adrienne, in the role of Macushla, is | jection. 
passable while warbling, but is 


Film was scheduled to open at the 


in Cleveland has been caustic about 
the alleged delay in the Ohio boarf 
| taking action on the picture. 
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The Girl Downstairs 


(WITH SONG) 
~. Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Metro release of Harry Rapf production. 
Features Franciska Gaal, Franchot Tone, 
Walter Connolly. Directed by Norman 
Taurog. Screenplay by Harold Goldman, 
Felix Jackson and Karl Noti; from short 





, b Sandor Hunyady. Song, Bob 
rich onl Chet Forrest; camera, Clyde 
De Vinna; editor, Elmo Veron. ,Previewed 
at Westwood pe meg Dec. 20, ’38. Run- 

e, 75 mins. : 
pe A me LANZ. ccccoteccccecs Franciska Gaal'} 
Paul Wagner. ...eereecererss Franchot Tone 
Mr. Brown....+-- eevcesce Walter Connolly 
Willie. ..cc-sescccece »+.- Reginald Gardiner 
Rosalind Brown...esseeseeess Rita Johnson- 
Charlie. ..-ceccccvceccceeses Reginald Owen 
adolf Pumpfel....++ees- Franklin Pangborn 
Karl ae eneeeeeeeeeedseeeneeres Robert Coote 
The Butler...sccceeesevesess Barnett Parker 
Fea. ..ccseeecerccssccces Priscilla Lawson 
Rudolph... ccccccecessece James B. Carson | 
FritZ....ccccccvccccssccccess Charles Judels 
Garage Proprietor.......+.+++. Billy Gilbert 





Exceptional direction and a fine 
cast overcome deficiencies of a rath- 
er incredible Cinderella yarn to 
make ‘Girl Downstairs’ mildly enter- 
taining fare. Due to get by for mod- 
erate take along the line, depending 
on how 
Franchot Tone and Walter Connolly 
stacks up for ‘draw’ ability in indi- 
vidual situations. In the keys, sup- 
port will be required. 

Story of rich playboy who courts 


scullery maid to gain entrance into | 


home of girl he is romancing, with 
the slavey falling in love with the 





| 
| 


1 


punchers, A cattle-rustling angle, of 
course, is introduced since this fur- 
nishes the snappy actionful climax. 

St. Brendan Boys Choir, cast as a 
group of school youngsters, lend a 
distinct musical touch to the outdoor 
opus with their vocalizing. They fit 
in plausibly. 

Lesley Selander directs according 
to standard. Wear. 


PACIFIC LINER 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
RKO release of Robert Sisk production. 


Features Victor McLaglen and Chester 
Morris. Directed by Lew Landers. Screen- 
play by John Twist from story by Anthony 
Coldewey and Henry Roberts Symonds; 
camera, Nicholas Musuraca; editor, Harry 
Marker; asst. director, Sam Ruman. Pre- 
viewed at Pantages Dec, 21, ’38. Running 
time, 75 mins. 

Crusher McKay.....cccee: Victor McLaglen 
| Doctor Craig. .ccccccccecvess Chester Morris 
Amn Gr@yBOR..cccccccccecsces Wendy Larrie» 
| Gallager « ces cccccscccceccesctvecd Alan Hale 
, en = Jo) ohne gas e eens eu Barry Fitzgerald 
i FN TPT TET TTT Allan Lane 
| Captain Mathews......... Halliwell Hobbes 
DORMEYOB. ccc cccccccceces Cyrus W. Kendall 
Wiahrart. .ccccccccecececsoses Paul Guilfoyle 
Metcalfe. .cccccsccctdecccesveces John Wray 
POlal...ccscccccccccsccccccees Emory Parnell 
Silvio... a ceccccecesecce Adia Kuznetzoff 
wT PO PEERETCEIT LT TIT Jonn Bieifer 





boy, for a Cinderella finale, is rath- | 


er beyond the realms of plausibility. | tract some, but audiences as a whole 


But, despite that premise, picture is 
saved by some excellent perform- 
ances and keen direction by Norman 
Taurog. 

Tone is particularly effective in 
th: lead, giving plenty of sincerity 
to his role. It’s his final one for 
Metro under recent contract, as he 
intends to confine his activities dur- 
ing the next year to the stage with 
the Group Theatre organization. 

Characterization of Franciska Gaal 
as the scullery maid is reminiscent 
of some of the early Pickford fea- 
tures prior to 1920. Several closeups 
further bring back memory of the 
Mary Pickford of that era. This is 
no refiection on Miss Gaal’s perform- 
ance, as she works hard with sincer- 
ity, and has a screen personality 
that may yet break through. This 
is her third picture in America, and 
in each she is the scrubbing-brush 
and bucket slavey who finds a happy 
ending in the final reel. 

Connolly is thoroughly capable as 
the gruff millionaire who attempts 
to save his daughter from Tone. Sup- 
porting cast is particularly well- 
balanced, with Billy Gilbert promi- 
nent in a brief sequence that high- 
lights the comedy passages. 

Despite the illogical story, Taurog 
whips the action along at a sustained 
pace, and injects many human angles 
and situations to lift the picture 
above ordinary rating. Photography 
by Clyde De Vinna is particularly 
meritorious, and his lighting of Miss 
Gaal makes her a thing of beauty— 
even as a scullery maid. 








A decidedly weak offering that un- 
successfully attempts to squeeze 
drama from an outbreak of cholera 
aboard a ship bound from Shanghai 


to San Francisco, ‘Pacific Liner’ 
will find its level as a filler in the 
duals. Victor McLaglen, Chester | 


Morris and Wendy Barrie may at- 


will be dissatisfied with the subject 
matter. 

Unwise production guidance must 
take the blame for this one. Experi- 
ence shows that previous stories 
with diseases such as Asiatic cholera 
or leprosy are not palatable to pic- 
ture audiences. The cholera epi- 
demic below decks in the stokehole 
and engine rooms gives a too vivid 
display of the ravages of the disease 
—men suddenly keeling over and 
dying off, with the corpses being 
burned in the ship furnaces. 

It’s a rather drab setting which 
neither cast nor direction can over- 
come. Picture moves at a slow pace 
that becomes increasingly boresome, 
and tapers off with an unconvincing 
finish. Practically all of the action 
is confined to the quarantined engine 
room and stokers’ quarters, to fur- 
ther dull interest; and no attention 
is given to comedy passages to 
lighten it up. 

McLaglen is the rough and tough 
chief engineer who drives his men 
with an iron fist. Chinese stowa- 
way in the engine room dies of 
cholera, and remainder of the script 
depicts efforts of the ship doctor 
(Morris) to save lives of the crew, 
with Miss Barrie assisting as nurse, 
until the boat docks. 


GANG BULLETS 


Monogram release of E. B. Derr produc- 
tion. Features Robert Kent and Anne 
Nagel. Directed by Lambert Hillvear. 
Screenplay, Jorn T. Neville; editor, Russ 
Schoengarth; camera, Arthur Martinelli. At 
Colonial, Lincoln, dual, 
mins. 


Running time, 62 








Patricin....ccccccscccsccssccces Anne Nagel 

THE FRONTIERSMEN Carter.....e« errr rr ree eee ree Robert Kent 

Wayne. ...ccces eccccce Charles bas 

WIT Anderson...... eeeeaees iss Morgan Wallace 

( H SONGS) Reardon......seeee++-d. Farrell MacDonald 

Paramount release of Harry Sherman | Meade....... PeTITTTT Titi t John T. Murray 

Production. Features William Boyd and | Wallace....... 008060600 ebOeenesus Arthur Loft 

George Hayes. Directed by Lesley Se-| Red......- seeseesesee-JOhn Merton 

lander. Screenplay by Norman Houston; | Armstrong. éccoececos+ DORR. Meer 

additional dialog, Harrison Jacobs; based | Newell......++. weeeeseeb cession. Zen 

on Clarence E. Mulford series; camera, | Mrs. Jones....++se++e eeees-J8abell LaMalle 

Russell Harlan. At Central, N. Y¥., dual, | Billy.......ssssseees Le RSE RRS Benny Bartlett 
Seontsan’ Gen ae. Running time, 71 mins. 

0 PABSAY..cccccceese F . : : 

b hand mueenite ieveiees, George ‘tapes Only entrancing thing about this 

eee 


eoeeess- Russell Hayden 


June Lake..... PTT TTiTe Evelyn Venable 


Buck Peters... 





eeccces William Duncan 
Amanda Peters...... Clara Kimball Young 
Judson Thorpe..... Charles (Tony) Hughes 
“one e490 0b80ceees Cctedeseege Dickie Jones 
ee ee SCCOSCO Ce SECCLOES Roy Barcroft 
Miss OO oa 06600060 66ssb0c. Emily Fitzroy 
Quirt tt teeseevees S66 40de os band John Beach 
School-kids ........St. Brendan Boys Chotr 





Well-constructed oats opera in the 
Hopalong Cassidy series, ‘The Fron- 
tiersmen’ differs chiefly from others 
in that there is stronger romantic in- 
terest developed and a group of sing- 
ing se ern figures in the prairie 
school episodes. Emphasis on school- 
day sequences holds back robust 
western action until the last 15 min- 
utes when it is doubly concentrated. 
Should take its place with other 
stronger vehicles in Hopalong string. 

Picture hints that the ‘three cactus 
musketeers’ theme may be developed 
and, in time, surmount featuring the 
Single character of Hopalong Cassidy. 
Several scenes indicate that pro- 
ducers may have this in mind. It’s 











| 


for the patron is the title. Certainly 
its quota of bullets, or shooting, is 
very light, as is the action, which 
for the most part occupies the time 
with discussion in the district attor- 


ney’s office, his home, and in the 
courtroom. There are no chases, 
and the climax, which finds the 
chains of the law descending in 
plenty on the transgressors, is very 
lukewarm. 

Featured are Anne Nagel, daugh- 
ter of Charles Trowbridge, as the 
D.A., and Robert Kent, who is Trow- 
bridge’s assistant prosecutor and his 
prospective son-in-law. Nobody gets 
excited, or emotional, or particularly 
worried throughout John T. Neville’s 
original screenplay, so dramatics are 
out, and every part is played in well 
oiled precision, if not too interest- 
ingly. 

Situation finds Morgan Wallace, a 
racket baron, being loaded on a train 


and shipped out of a town where he’s | 
a smart idea, The two characters of | caused trouble. 


Gets off in another 


*Windy’ and ‘Lucky’ have be 14 | and takes over, running immediately 
slowly but surely "“s recent pi ‘into trouble with Trowbridge’s office. 


until both in time might better the 
draw if put on equal footing with 
Hopalong, 

George Hayes, as Windy, repre- 
Senting the old-timer and humorous 
angle, and Russell Hayden, as Lucky, 
typifying the younger generation of 
cowboys, have become identified 


| 


Since previous D.A.’s have had trou- 
ble trying to pin anything on the 


wily criminal, Trowbridge and Kent | 


trick him into playing their hand 
and catch him up on it. Involves 
some secretive by-play, which makes 
it rough going on Kent’s romancing. 
Miss Nagel is not taken into either 


with the Hopalong prairie plots, This | ™an’s confidence. 


is seen in the easy manner in which 

ey work together with Bill Boyd 
(Hopalong) in this production. Even 
rs the more exaggerated love scenes, 
; e three hold close to character and 
end credibility to the romantic de- 
velopments 


| 


| the film, but he fails to show. Wil-| notes and 


Wallace has a pretty crew of 
henchmen for his crc .king, such fa- 
miliar child scarers as John Merton, 
John T. Murray, Carleton Young 
and Roger Williams. Cast gives Ar- 
thur Loft credit for appearance in 


New tale depicts the struggles of a_ liams, not billed, is in, however. 


western family and their cowhand 
assistants to place the town school on 
&@ workable basis. A pert school- 
marm from Boston does the trick by 
winning over the family’s incorrig- 
ible (Dickie Jones) and gaining the 


backing of the rough-and-ready cow- in any case. 


} 


‘ 


| 





As a short stayer, and taking ad- 


vantage of the natural title for sen- 
sationalism on the marquee, ‘Bullets’ | 


will get by in the action play. Crowd 


will catch up with it soon on the | 


longer stays. Definitely for dualling 
Barn. 








Miniature Reviews - 








‘The Girl Downstairs’ (M-G). 
Keen direction and fine per- 
formances highlight moderate 
programmer. 

‘The Frontiersman’ (Par). mu- 
sic featured in one of better 
Hopalong Cassidy westerns. 

‘Pacific Liner’ (RKO). Drab 
melodrama witb little interest to 
hold attention 

‘Torchy in Chinatown’ (WB). 
Fails to hit standard of recent 
Torchy series. Okay for dualers. 

‘The Gang’ (Syn). Flimsy tale 
of British Boy Scouts staging a 
musical. Deadweight even for 
dualing. 








KREUTZER SONATA 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Foreign Cinema Aris release of Forrestier- 


Parant production, Features Gaby Morlay, 
Jean Yonnel, Pierre Renoir and Edmonde 
Guy. Directed by Charies Guichard. From 
| the Leo Tolstoy novel; scenario, H. Andre 
Legrand; music, Adolph Borchard. At 
World, N. Y., week Dec. 19, ’38. Running 
time, 85 mins. 
RL oh Caciwes ccnesedbade Gaby Morlay 
oe Ere ney Jean Yonnel 
| Toukhatchevaky.occccccscces Jacques Erwin 
POTOWEET 6 <6 ccc caceteecd bees Pierre Renoir 
DONMecesccvecssessscesecesess Edmounde Guy 
PPP Pre rey PeeeTEere Annie Rozanne 
POLTOVIRCH.. ss cccvsveccscecss Andre Bervil 
Mother of Pozdnycheff....... Darcey Roche 
SOUND £6 5b5564s ioe bd 0a06 60 4449%%50¥0 Nox 
WOO Cn.dh O98 canes mamas ee 44d 4%: J. P. Thiss 
OMNES s 66 66h 04h 06M 40 bee Ob b00 4% Gisele Gire 





(In French with English Titles) 

For a French production incorp- 
orating so little action, this picture 
holds audience attention fairly well 
until closing passages. It just misses 
being substantial entertainment of 
draw possibilities because of failure 
to cash in on the latent Russian tri- 
angle plot. Instead, the French pro- 
ducers have the wronged family man 
go berserk and shoot his rival and 
his wife. There’s an attempt to 
| temper the conclusion by having his 
mate recover, thus enabling him to 
duck a heavy sentence. In toto, the 
obvious strong points have been lost 
in the shuffle. 

‘Kreutzer Sonata’ is for arty the- 
atres but the title and its music may 
hinder its progress. Film is based on 
the Leo Tolstoy novel and also Bee- 
thoven’s ‘Opus 47 in A Major for 
Violin and* Piano.’ There are few 
scenes in which Russian peasant cos- 
tumes are worn and few episodes 
suggesting the rustic background. 
Soldiers wear Russ garb but they do 
not figure prominently. Result is 
that basic theme has French trim- 
mings, flavor and even action so that 
the Tolstoy original is deeply sub- 
ordinated. ‘Opus 47’ figures in musi- 
cal score and so- does a piano-violin 
concert. 

Director Charles Guichard has in- 
corporated much suspense into a 
routine story. Picture is well staged, 
contains skillful music background- 
ing and a few well-arranged concert 
sequences. Gaby Morlay, as the 
wife, gives a well-shaded portrayal. 
However, top acting honors go to 
Jean Yonnel, of the Comedie Fran- 
caise, as the party-loving bachelor 
who seemingly finds happiness in 
quiet married life. 

Pierre Renoir, veteran French 
screen villain, gets little chance since 
he’s a suicide early in the picture. 
Edmonde Guy, as his wife, figures in 
a torrid love scene and then is lost 
in the shuffle. Jacques Erwin, as the 
concert violinist; Annie Rozanne, 
J. P. Thiss and Gisele Gire head the 
support. Wear. 








Torchy in Chinatown 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- 
duction, Features Glenda Farrell, Barton 
MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Patric Knowles, 
Henry O'Neill. Directed by William Beau- 
dine. Screenplay by George Bricker, based 
on characters created by Frederick Nebel; 





dialog director, Harry Seymour; asst. di- 
rector, Arthur Leuker; camera, Warren 
Lynch; editor, Frederick Richards. Pre- 
viewed at La Reina, Dec. 23, ‘38. Run- 
ning time, 58 mins, 

Torchy Blaneé.....sccsccsess Glenda Farreil 
Steve McBride Barton MacLane 
Gahagan.....2..+. Tom henry 
| WP Prery yy Try errr Patric Knowles 
TORR 2. eve ec teesiscedcces Henry O'Neill 
p ree eee James Stephenson 
SR o 00040000 ccc cbsbheeev eases Janct Shaw 
PRMMORR ccésccccevsstevesd Anderson Lawlor 
| SURE cb ob cage cudevaseas Frank Shannon 
| BOTBOAMNt.ccccccccccsccccccesess George Guhl 


StAUMtOM . ccecvcccccccsccsoceces Richard Bond 





A lightweight in the Torchy series, 
not up to standard of recent prede- 
| cessors. Rather elemental murder 
| mystery, with audience way ahead of 

Barton MacLane in tabbing the solu- 
| tion. For bottom dualers. 
| Title is misleading, only China- 
| town background being stock shots 
'for opening. Yarn deals with trio 
| of con men who attempt an extortion 
|payoff through series of Chinese 
two phoney murders. 
| Torchy speeds up solution of the 
mystery to secure scoop for her 
sheet, while MacLane flounders 
around long enough to pile up foot- 
| age for an hour’s unfolding. 
| Glenda Farrell, MacLane and Tom 
| Kennedy carry on the three leads 

as in previous pictyres of the series. 














Director William Beaudine lightened 
things up with numerous gags and 
situations of the slapstick variety, 
and over-all kept things moving at a 
rapid pace, despite obvious story 
handicaps. 


IN EARLY ARIZONA 


Columbia production and release. Stars | 
Bill Elbott; features Dorothy Gulliver, | 
Harry Woods. Directed by Joseph Lever- 
ing. Screenplay, Nate Gatzert; camera, 
James S. Brown, Jr.; editor, Dwight Cald- 








well. At Colonial, Lincoln, dual. Run- 
ning time, 55 mins. | 
GepGOR. . vec cccictacecegetatenses Bill Elliott | 
Peery rey yt ET eee Dorothy Gulliver.| 
BUD). oss ccwccpeeseceocesasteve Harry Woods 
Marshall..cccercccceedescccecs Jack Ingram 
BOING. cco. ccceescccesesben Franklin Farnum 
BOM ccc cncvccngeesebsnse cbeeee Frank Ellis 
ATE. cocsccceaseccccccceseseec seas Art Davis 
Bm@intuck. cocccccecsccetsecsces Charles King 
WElGOR : co Ficccdeccsececoecsecess Ed Cassidy 
Sheril ... cccaccoceccseccese Charles Whittaker 





Gordon Elliott now comes to the 
screen as ‘Bill’ Elliott apparently be- 
cause Columbia starred him as Wild 
Bill Hickok in a recent serial. One- 
time general biz actor among the 
majors, he has gone the way of many 
others and become representative of 
the west that was. Foundation of ‘In 
Early Arizona’ is the famed out- | 
lawry of Tombstone, but for once | 
the film version is quiet in compari- 
son to the story as told by Walter | 
Noble Burns in his book. 

Suggestion is made in the fore- 
word that none of the characters in 
the picture is supposed to represent 
people living or dead, but that the 
shadow of such men as Doc Halli- 
day, the Earps, Clantons, McLow- 
erys. etc., can’t help being suggested 
in part. Of them all, Doc Halliday 
actually seems to live in character, | 
and Elliott plays a man thinly dis- | 
guised from Wyatt Earp, who out- | 
shot the outlaws and guided the ter- | 
ritory to statehood. 

Tombstone’s story has been told_in | 
pieces in many westerns, never well, 
and ‘In Early Arizona’ doesn’t con- 
tribute much either, other than be- 
ing a western which will get along 
fairly well. With Tombstone as the 
avowed subject, it falls away short, 
however. 

Full quota of riding, shooting, a | 
little brawling, practically no ro- 
mance, and a string of expected se- | 
quences which shorten all suspense 
possibility, tells the story. Elliott | 
comes into Tombstone at the request | 
of his friend and town marshall, Jack | 
Ingram, but he really warts to settle | 
down after cleaning out Dodge City 
and some of the other western sink- 
holes. Is badged immediately and 
sets out to gunpowder outlawry out 
of existence. Real performance is 
by Harry Woods, who is the Arizona 
roughie. Others so-so. Barn. 


FATHER O’FLYNN 


(IRISH-MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Hoffberg release of Butchers Film produ- 
tion. Stars Tom Burke; features Jean 
Adrienne and Denis O’Neil. Directed by 
Wilfred Noy. At Squire, N. Y., week Dec. 


} 
| 





25, 38. Running time, 66 mins. 

Pte Rai no 66000 605630668 Tom Burke 
Macushla.....csceee otveseees Jean Adrienne 
PEGs Hekc0b 606 hOGA 6056 Cebs Robert Chisholm 


Westmacott... 


ecccccccccccecs+ Henry Oscar 
Fawcett...... 


--Ralph Truman 
Flannagan... ebee --.-Denis O'Neil 
Cassidy...... eveeeseeceees++DOrothy Vernon 











Producers have spent considerable 
in creating suitable background for 
this tuneful melodrama of present- 
day Ireland. Cast boasts Tom Burke, 
who made a cinema rep with another 
Irish production, ‘Kathleen,’ in the 
title role. Picture is a better film of 
the type turned out by producers of 
Old Erin, but it still is miles behind 
ordinary program features of Holly- 
wood origin. Hence it will have only 
wn appeal in scattered arty thea- 
res. 

Yarn, which is purportedly based 
on the famous song of same title, 
concerns the romance of Macushla, 
an English-looking colleen, and of 
the long-missing wastrel father’s at- | 
tempt to spirit her away from her 
sweetheart and Father O’Flynn, who 
has looked after her since childhood. 

Manner in which she is held a vol- 
untary prisoner by her®own parent | 
and a conniving friend is a severe 
test on the audience’s credulity. And 
since the highlights of the dramatic 
fable depend strictly on this develop- 


| ever, are thin. 


| Malo 





ment, the entire story seems far- 
fetched even for a meller. There is. 
a rousing fist fight near the conclu- 
sion, just when it seemed as though 
the picture would sing its way to a 
peaceful, uninspired close. 
Although many of songs are forci- 
bly and inanely- introduced into the 
plot, they provide the brighter mo- 
ments. ‘Ave Maria,’ as sung by Tom 
Burke, is tops. Others include ‘Ma- 
cushla,’ ‘Let’s Fall in Love,’ ‘Father 





O'Flynn’ and ‘I Know of Two Bright 
Eyes.’ Faulty recording spoils part | 
of ballads, with sound emerging at | 
wrong time and sometimes without | 
any lip movement. 

Most colorful sequences are inside 
a cabaret-gambling house at Liver- 
pool, where Macushla is held and 
forced to sing to guests. This is | 
marred by lightweight direction and | 
silly introduction of a sillier looking | 
line of unattractive chorines. 

Tom Burke is satisfying as Father 
O’F lynn, and sings nicely. Jean 
Adrienne, in the role of Macushla, is | 
passable while warbling, but is | 
neither pretty nor can she act. Denis | 
O'Neil, vet with Irish acting groups, | 


is okay as Flannagan. Supporting | 








cast is. only fair, and suffers from | 
direction, Wear. 


THE GANG 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Syndicate Pictures release of Herbert 
Wilcox production. Features Ralph Reader, 
Directed by Alfred Goulding. Story, musie 
and lyrics by Ralph Reader. At Central, 


N. Y¥., week Dec, 22, ’38, dual. Running 
time, 54 mins. 

SRIPNOSs <.ccuceescccdevesteses Ralph Reader 
BEATIO. cin ite deseecccéénensss cubed Gina Male 
Raydon...cseces occecesecs Stuart Robertson 
Whipple, .cecccecccsccestess Richard Ainley 
LAR oc cvesecdccstweeeeseces Leonard Snelling 
SYA... cccccvcctcccscssocccssces SVG Palmer 





This is the type of British produc- 


|tion that fully abdsolves American 
|exhibitors from not wanting English 
| pictures, 


Herbert Wilcox is credit- 
ed as producer, one of his weakest 
and probably an oldie. 

It seems an English Boy Scout 


| captain thinks it would be smart to 


turn musical comedy producer in- 
stead of returning to his measly job 
after some sort of Scout jamboree 
and encampment. That is the cause 
of all that follows, and most of it is 
ill-conceived and inanely executed. 
— of the music is fairish; that’s 
all. 

Ralph Reader is billed as the lead- 
ing player of the production. He is 
every place that a camera manipu- 
lator stops his ienses. He taps fairly 
well. His singing and acting, how- 
Gina Malo, possibly 
the only ex-American player faintly 
recognizable in the cast, proves that 
she hasn’t become an actress. Miss 
does add a few genuinely 
sprightly moments and_e survives 
some faulty makeup and crude 
camera angles. Remainder of cast 


esadney 


| is mediocre. 


Reader also takes the rap for the 
story, songs and is also the leading 
man. His score is the best chore. 
Alfred Goulding directed, but it is 
doubtful if anybody could have made 
much with the people and material 
at hand. Wear, 


FIGHT TO THE LAST 


Garrison release of Chinese Film Co, une 
der supervision of the Political Department 
of the Chinese Government Military Come 
mission, Directed by Y. C. Cheng. Photoe 
graphed by W. L. Woo. Music by C. R,. 
Sheng. At Roosevelt theatre, N. Y., Dec. 
21, ’38. Running time, 54 mins, 


Brig. Gen, Tsefang.......... Kao Chan-Fel 





TeetaRs' Ss Wikh<osveodsvncestecscasa Lily Lee 
Siping, Tsefang’s sister.......... Yeh Ping 
Bom GE TOA, < cwsisescotescsscekes Cc, Jen 
Mather 66. TeeGate: 6 ysccdcccesseseaees L, Tu 
Japanese Commander...... . K. Ho 
Man Servant. ..ccscovcccces éeotceks eae 
Chimend Traitors occcccccceséccecvcs F. Ling 


Japanese Captain... civsscociees T. 8. He 





(In Chinese; with English Titles) 

Sympathizers with the beleaguered 
Chinese probably will find this film 
interesting. Those with curiosity 
about what the Chinese can do in the 
way of making films with modern 
stories probably will find in it some- 
thing to talk about, but it’s hardly 
commercial product for theatres in 
this country outside of cities where 
there is a sizable Chinese population, 

The film is frankly dedicated to 
the purpose of uniting the Chinese 
nation in its battle against Japan. 
The horrors inflicted uvon Chinese 
civilians are emphasized in much 
the same way they were in the earl 
World War films in this country. All 
the action takes place in the village 
of Taichang, or in the nearby Chi- 
nese and Japanese lines. General 
Tsefang’s home is captured by the 
Japanese, his family attacked and 
murdered. He trains the Chinese 
guns on his own home when he gets 
news of the capture. 

The staged scenes in the home and 
in the lines are surprisingly well 
done, but many of the long shots of 
plane battles and crashes and bomb- 
ings seem to have been made from 
duped negative; they are very grainy. 
Most of the newsreels have pre- 
sented better shots. 

The dialog is in Chinese, with oc- 
easional snatches of French, but the 
Fnglish sub-titles are adequate. 
There is no difficult following the 
story thread, 





Brendel-Burt, Ed Lowe 
To Essay Vaude Dates 


El Brendel will try a vaude come- 
back with his wife, Flo Burt. Swede 
comic, solo, recently closed with a 
unit on the Coast. 

Charles Allen is also offering Ed- 
mund Lowe around in the east. 





Scott with Shirley 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Randolph Scott was signed for one 
of the top spots in ‘Susannah of the 
Mounties,’ next Shirley Temple star- 
rer, due to roll Jan. 3 at 20th-Fox. 
Actor recently completed a fea- 
tured role in ‘Jesse James.’ ; 





OHIO NIXES ‘MAMLOCK’ 

‘Professor Mamlock,’ Russian-made 
anti-Nazi feature, has been rejected 
by the Ohio state censorship board, 
No reason officially listed for its ree 
jection, 

Film was scheduled to open at the 
City, Cleveland, Jan. 6. Daily press 
in Cleveland has been caustic about 
the alleged delay in the Ohio boarf 


' taking action on the picture. 


en el 
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(The Way Angels Did for Thanksgiving!) 
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New B. O. Stars 


(Continued from page 1) 














casting on various programs _as 
guesters are also probably lessening 
the public curiosity to see and hear 
them on film, it is believed. 

During the past year moSt of the 
studios have experimented with a 
lot of new talent but none of it has 
progressed to the point many of the 
older stars reached, some of them | 
overnight, for terrific b.o. pull. The | 
fault may be with the talent itself or | 
with the failure of studios to build it | 
up properly, with the result in virtu- 
ally every case the studios have de- 
pended on their old star material 
during ’38 to pull them through. It | 
may be that it isn’t as easy to build 
a personality into powerful b.o. as | 
it was in former years. 

Many featured players of promise 
have come along in the last couple 
of years but none has gone over the 
top in the way that Garbo, Craw- 
ford and others did when ihey hit | 
stardom, making exhibs fight for | 
their pictures, 

What’s Happened to H’wood? 


Product released in the last two) 
or three months has had the theatres 
plenty worried. Many exhibitors 
are wondering what has happened | 
in Hollywood. They blame several 
factors but what interests them most 
is that the big draw product has 
been Jacking. Or so they aver. 

Start of the fall season held con- 
siderable promise, although the pre- 
dominance of just fair films had 
some exhibs wondering. Leading 
exhibitors claim that of some 40 fea- 
tures released, only two or three 
have been truly big draws. Accord- 
ing to their view of the situation, 
some of the more costly pictures, 
made with usual formula, possess- 
ing name people and with every 
chance of succeeding, turned out to 
be pretty thin boxoffice fare, while 
so-called programmers turned up as 
big business-getters. 

Exhibs are saying frankly that 
they think Hollywood is letting them 
down, They are at loss to explain 
why. The same producers, same 
stars and same writers are at work. 
The proper amount of coin is be- 
ing spent, but the pictures are not 
registering with the public. 

Distributors’ and producers’ rebut- 
tal is that the fault does not rest 
with Hollywood but with the ex- 
hibitors themselves—that the films 
are not being merchandised prop- 
erly. 

Admitting that some features and 
stories are difficult to sell to the- 
atre patrons, they contend that if 
the public is apprised of how good 
the production is, the business will 
come, 


So. Calif. B.O. $1,250,000 
Under-’37;-Product Blame 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


Picture house grosses throughout 
Southern California fell off an esti- 
mated $1,250,000 during 1938 under 
the previous year. Of this sum, ap- 
proximately $800,000 in revenue was 
lost by Fox-West Coast theatres. 
General trade conditions, together 
with failure of many major pro- 
ducers to come through with con- 
sistent boxoffice product, is blamed 
by exhibitors for the heavy falloff 
in trade. 


To offset these losses, exhibitors 
were forced in many instances to 
resort to pruning of operating ex- 
pense, with the result most of them 
were able to overcome the lowered 
taxes. 

F-WC, it is pointed out, during 
past 10 weeks, has effected around 
$5,000 savings- in operating expense 
by eliminating all forms of give- 
aways and racketeering in ity houses. 
For the same period, grosses, it is 
estimated, show an increase of 
around $3,500. 

President Charles P. Skouras, of 
F-WC, is committed to abolishment 
of all forms of giveaways in his cir- 
cuit’s houses, and chain will go into 
1939 with a clean slate. 





| 
| 





Bowes’ ‘salute’ to the various cities, 
tied in with the local Chrysler motor 
dealers. But the broadcasts are still 
anchored in New York. 

Furthermore, each community has 
its outstanding citizens or talents 
who could well be enlisted as supple- 
mentary guest stars. There are 
any number of Hoosier writers, 
hinterland artists, back-country po- 
liticos, journalists and personalities 
who could well be capitalized for 
radio b.o. purposes, 


Fair’s Sideshow 


(Continued from page 1) 

















ling will be some of the nearby 


| waterfront shows. 


Frank Darling will operate a 
‘Children’s World’ on a seven-acre 
plot, in which will be featured toy 


rides of various types, backed up by | 


elephants, camels, donkeys and min- 
iature autos. . 

‘Kiva’ is the name selectéd for the 
American Indian display, under di- 
rection of Coi. Miio W. Billingsley 
and (Miss) Idena Powell, 

Other Sideshows 


| Tony Sarg has his name over ‘En- |}, 


chanted Forest,’ an illusion show, 


|peopled with birds, animals, fairies 
iand elves. 


Adjacent will be Admiral 
Byrd’s ‘Penguin Island,’ Dr. Couney’s 
‘Infant Incubator’ and Flash Gordon 
rocket trip to the planet Venus. 

Morris Gest is concentrating on 
‘Little Miracle Town,’ inhabited by 
logical Society is sponsoring 
Bathyspherium. 

Among the more pretentious con- 
cessions is Sam H. Grisman’s ‘Cuban 
Village,’ in which three large restau- 
rants will be situated. 

‘Winter Wonderland’ is being built 
by R. J. Sipchen and will have spe- 
cial effects featuring a daily blizzard, 


a 








Dawn of 1939 





Playing of ‘Dawn of a New 
Day,’ by the late George Gersh- 
win, will be featured by bands 
throughout the nation as the new 
year is ushered in. 

This is the N. Y. World’s Fair 
theme song. New York State 
Hotel Assn. and other organiza- 
will have its orchestras 
broadcast the tune at 12:01 a.m. 
on Jan. 1, 1939. 


Sane 
ti0ns 








likely to be popular during the June 
heat, and toboggan and ski slides. 

Messmore & Damon have filed 
plans for Old New York, in which 
George Jessel and associates are in- 
terested, and the Schless Construc- 
tion Co. is building ‘Merrie England.’ 

Also listed to date among the 
larger display are Emmett W. Mc- 
Connell’s ‘South Seas Village,’ a 
Three-Ring Restaurant, sponsored .by 
P. Ballantine & Sons; Heineken’s 
‘Zuyder Zee,’ in which Robert K. 
Christenbern, managing director of 
the Hotel Astor, has an important 
hand; Jack Fine’s ‘Circus Cabaret’; 
John Hix’s ‘Strange as It May Seem’; 
Frank Buck’s ‘Jungleland’; Jack 
Sheridan’s ‘Living Magazine Covers’; 
Cliff Wilson’s ‘Live Monsters’; Nor- 
man Yule’s reproduction of Victoria 
Falls; Harry G. Traver’s stratoships’ 
and various rides by Dufour. & 
Rogers, Norman Bartlett, Harry C. 
Baker and others. 


Italian Bldg. Does a Slide 

Fair had its first major mechanical 
setback Wednesday (21) with the 
Italian building sinking three inches 
into the Flushing marshes, Fair of- 
ficials are trying to ‘hush-hush the 
accident, while work has been sus- 
pended on the condemned building. 

Ground that Fair is being built on 
was formerly marshland and has 
been filled in. All building spcifi- 
cations call for sinking of huge piles 
for supports. Understood that piles 
supporting the partly finished Italian 
building were not long enough. 
Only framework had been done so 
far. 











Cantor’s Tour 
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clamoring for the cuffo ducats. ‘Many 
a hinterlander coming to New York 
or Hollywood clocks himself to take 
in an actual broadcast, as much as 
Seeing the new shows or the major 
Sights. 

The line-charge thing is no longer 
a factor, as it was in the past. Hook- 


ups are permanent and pickup from | 


any key city is easy. 


MCA’s Name Bands for S.F. 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

| J. C. Stein, prez of Music Corp. 
of America, is currently commuting 
| between his Hollywood headquarters 
and the San Francisco Fair on a 
name-band idea, which the expo’s 
Treasure Island show will feature. 
The Frisco Fair realizes that New 
York's 1939 World Expo will furnish 


to more than hold its own via show- 
manship methods, 

One manifestation, of course, is 
Frisco’s now generally known in- 
clination to let its hair down, so 





cerned. 


125 midgets, and the New York Zoo- | 





Buckles Down 


(Continued from page 3) 














broadening demands for elimination 
of waste and better pictures. Pro- 
duction bosses, who at first said it 
couldn’t be done, were amazed by 
what happened when they half- 


Exhibs Ally Themselves Against 
Any Adverse Theatre Legislation 





St. Louis, Dec. 27. 
The recent call by Fred Wehren- 





heartedly gave the idea a trial. 

Old custom of pulling into studio 
at 11 a.m. is now only a memory. 
Important execs today can be found | 
at their desks at 9 o’clock, and, un-| 
less all signs fail, 8 or 8:30 will be- | 
come the generally accepted hour | 
before spring rolls round. 

Changed conditions can be traced 
to many causes, including clamp- | 
down by bank and home office execs, | 
stockholder suits, ever-increasing in- 
|flux of creative and administrative 
'talent and the constant presence of 
|that ogre—out!—for those who lag | 
behind the procession. Outside in- 
| 





terests, once so important to picture 
moguls, have been pushed into back- 
ground in the mad scramble to keep 
eastern holders of the moneybags 
appeased. 

Tightening on treasury outgo has 
| been general on every lot in this vil- 
|lage. Hundreds of heavy items of 
|expenditure formerly considered dire 
| necessity have been wiped out with- 
;out visibly reducing operating ef- 
\ficiency or lowering  silversheet 
values. Bans have been placed 
|against age-old freedom enjoyed by 
talent agents and merchandise, in- 
|surance and realty peddlers, with 
|four studios—Metro, Warners, Uni- 
versal and Republic—bolting gates 
tight against them. 


Scripts Off the Shelves 
Purchase of plant maintenance 
supplies, set construction and other 
materials today are being more 
closely scanned than at any time in 
past. Mode for costly stage plays 
and novels is on wane, with story 
editor more interested in original 


| be 


| hibitors 
| the warning. 


that exhibitors in Missouri and Illi- 
nois should watch for adverse legis- 
lation, affecting their biz, that may 
introduced in the forthcoming 
sessions of the Missouri and IIli- 
nois legislatures, has resulted in ex- 
in both states rallying to 


In 
the Western Missouri 


addition representatives from 
and Kansas 


MPTOA and individuals from Mis- | 


souri and Illinois responded to Weh- 





DODGING PAS 


BLUE LAWS 
FOR JAN. | 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 
Film houses here have found a 
way of getting around Pennsyl- 
vania’s Sunday Blue Laws in order 





ito get in a New Year’s Eve midnight 


show on Saturday (31>. Law states 


until 2 p.m. Says nothing, however, | 


berg, president of MPTOA of East- | 
ern Missouri and Southern [Illinois | 


renberg’s invite to attend a meeting 
last week. After telling how adverse 
legislation is liable to slip through 
the lawmaking bodies unless there 
is a continuous check, Wehrenberg 
| pointed out that Missouri has no ex- 
| hibitor who is a member of the legis- 
lature while Illinoi: exhibitors have 
State Senator Lou Menges of East 
St. Louis to look after their welfare 
and interests. Menges has a string 
of houses in East St. Louis and 
southern [llinois. 

Wehrenberg also pointed out how 
adverse legislation has been passed 
simply because of the smug attitude 
taken by exhibitors who said ‘they 
can't do such things.’ The only way 
to stop such law being enacted, 
Wehrenberg said, was to keep a 
| constant vigil during the legislative 
i sessions, notify all exhibitors 


| 


itors of bil 
| aimed at their welfare and then fight 
| such obnoxious laws to a standstill. 
| Morris D. Leonard, prez of the 
|Chicago Theatre Owners’ Assn. in 
ja letter to Wehrenberg, gave assur- 
ance that his body will cooperate to 
| forestall unfair and unjust legisla- 
ition that may be introduced in 
Springfield, Ill, Missouri delegates 
| to the meeting included Frank Cas- 
sil, St. Joseph, prez. MPTOA West- 
ern Missouri and Kansas; Dick 
Beichele, Kansas City; John Stapel, 
Columbia; George Hartman, North 
| Kansas City, and Sam Abend of the 


that on Sunday theatres can’t open | Exhibitors’ Film Delivery Co., K.C, 


Two special committees were ap- 


|about showing pix before that time | pointed by Wehrenberg to scrutinize 


providing no tickets are sold. 

As a result, flock of managements 
are plotting to dispose of ducats 
around 11:30 p.m. and start the show 
just before midnight. Then two- 





yarns because of price variance. 


dusted off and refurbished in order 
to winnow something from an other- 
wise wasted investment. 
rosters and talent administration de- 
partments are being pruned to the 
marrow, with even the $50-a-week 
stock girls, who earned their checks 
by posing publicity pictures, going 
along with other extravagances. Out- 
lay for hunt for new screen faces 
has been trimmed more than 75% 
in past year. Dramatic coaching 
schools maintained by major com- 
panies are being shuttered, Even 
stars are being dropped when they 
refuse to ink new agreement at pres- 
ent salaries instead of holding out for 
boosts provided for in option clauses. 
Many a director who once declined 
to work unless he was paid $100,000 
per picture is now available at $40,- 
000 to $50,000. 

Added impetus was given economy 
drive last spring when Universal in- 
stalled Cliff Work, brought from 
RKO’s theatre division, as general 
manager at Universal City. Un- 
hampered by friendships and tradi- 
tion, he slashed plant costs and pay- 
roll right and left. Balance of in- 
dustry was quick to take notice. 
Heads of rival factories hopped on 
the idea that if Work could do it, 
they could, too. Many of trims made 
by Work have since been put into 
effect elsewhere. Joseph M. Schenck 
reached over to Metro and hired Wil- 
liam Koenig to effect monetary re- 
forms at 20th-Fox. Tremendous 
savings have already been brought 
about. 

Eyes on Freeman 

Coming of Y. Frank Freeman, also 
theatre-trained, to Paramount, mo- 
mentarily has eyes of studio chiefs 
trained on that spot. In his office at 
8 a.m. daily since his arrival three 
weeks ago, Freeman already has 
made a complete survey of the sit- 
uation. His program of economies is 
now being inaugurated. 

New year will see a continuation 
of campaign against loose operating 
methods. Onlookers wise in ways 
of entertainment manufacture esti- 
mate the gigantic savings accom- 
plished 
compared to those yet to come. 

Exhibs, however (and that, 
course, means the public), are as- 
|sured that pictures will continue to 
jimprove in quality because the in- 





| dustry is being moved onto a healthy | 


| foundation. 





| town is a good stunt, along with sex 
) the hinterlanders. 
idea will be the convincer. 


A big revue by Stein and Clifford | 


| C. Fischer, who were associated in 


| the wery first ‘Folies Bergeres’ im- | 
far as midway divertissement is con- | portation into America during the CG 
The city fathers figure that | Chicago Exposition, is part of the| 


Nearest approach to this is Major | the Barbary Coast heritage of the pep-up scheme. 


Vehicles cluttering files are being | 


Talent 


in 1938 will be trivial as' 


of | 


plenty of stiff opposition, but hopes appeal features with which to lure | 


hour show will be put through in- 
asmuch as customers will have been 
\in house before Sunday and must 
| get their money’s worth. 

| Doesn’t apply with flesh, however, 
since even on Sunday, stage shows 
aren’t permitted in this state, being 
limited to six days a week. 


NAT’L SCREEN SUING 








National Screen Service Corp., pro- 
ducers of motion picture trailers and 
ad scripts, filed suit Friday (23) in 
N. Y. Federal court for an injunction 
and damages against Trailer Made, 
Inc., Isador Schwartz, its president, 
and Pathe Film Corp., for infringe- 
ment on sound tracks owned by the 
plaintiff corporation. The suit claims 
the defendants in conjunction have 
made over 500 trailers since the in- 
corporation of the Trailer Made out- 
fit in January and that an inspection 
of 10 out of 30 indicates some form 
of alleged piracy. NSS also asks for 
an order for an inspection of the re- 
mainder. 

Sound tracks of trailers alleged to 
have been infringed upon are being 
used in connection with the following 
pictures, according to the plaintiff: 
‘Tropical Holiday,’ ‘One Wi'd Night,’ 
‘Danger in the Air,’ ‘Smashing the 
Rackets,’ ‘Mother Carey’s Chickens,’ 
‘Prison Break,’ and others, The com- 
plaint also charges theft of musical 
compositions used in connection with 
the running of the trailers. Besides 
an injunction, the plaintiffs seek an 
accounting and damages to be set by 
the court. 


‘Hound’ Starts Sniffing 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

‘Hound of the Baskervilles’ rolled 
at 20th-Fox today (Tues.), the first 
| production work on the lot since 
| ‘Mr. Moto in Porto Rico’ was finished 
| Wednesday (21). 

| Sol Wurtzel’s B unit has nothing 
slated until a Charlie Chan picture 
starts Jan. 19. Studio has been oper- 
ating with a skeleton staff. 


STORY BUYS 


| Hollywoo1, Dec. 27. 

| Metro purchased Charles Martin's 
ils ‘Sweepstakes,’ from Univer- 
sal. 


Fay Mitchel and Evelyn Edwards 











| 





The name-band | sold their yarn, ‘Drive In,’ to Grand 


| National. 

Edward: Small bought ‘Captain 
Wilson. _. 

Dalton Trumbo sold 
one Wrong’ to Grand National. 
Metro bought rights to the old 
musical, ‘Prince of Pilsen.’ 


| 


OPPOSISH TRAILER CO. 


Frisco,’ by John Larkin and Warren | 


| all bills introduced in the two legis- 

latures, Missouri’s lawmakers will 
| be given the 0.0. by Ed E. Rudolph, 
|Clarence Kaimann and Tommy 
| James, St. Louis; Henry J. Halloway, 
| St. Johns; Sol Banks, Fulton; John 
| Stapel, Columbia; A. C. Mercier, 
| Perryville; Everett H. Hayes, Sulli- 
| van; C. M. Bassman, Hermann; Mrs. 
|George Marsch, Flat River; H. E, 

Miller, Festus, and Wehrenberg. 
| The Illinois Committee is composed 

of Robert C. Cluster, Salem; I. W. 

Rodgers, Cairo; Fred Soutter, Fox- 

Midwest Theatres; Leon Jarodsky, 

Paris; Elmer Rcudien, Pana; Morris D. 
| Leonard, Chicago, and S. E. Pertle, 
| Jerseyville. Cassil assured Wehren- 
| berg said he would appoint similar 
| committees for the MPTOA of West- 


| ern Missouri and Kansas, 


| 





Pa. May Dodge Divorcement 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

For the first time in as many years 
as most film men can recall, State 
Legislature will meet in January 
without the prospect of being faced 
with a single bill concerning the pic- 
ture industry. Only possibility of an 
important measure being offered lies 
in the hint of Senator Harry Shapiro 
some weeks ago that he might intro- 
duce a divorcement bill. 

Shapiro is attorney for Herb El- 
liott, operator of the Fern Rock the- 
atre, who filed injunction and mo-. 
nopoly proceedings against Warner 
Bros. Inasmuch as Elliott’s plaint 
has been more than amicably settled, 
through WB appeasing the indie ex- 
hib, it is felt unlikely that Shapiro 
will employ the divorcement pro- 
ceedings. 

Philly’s 3% Tax Idea 

War on City Council has been 
started by exhibs here to prevent 
passage of the 3% sales tax ordi- 
nance now ready to be voted on. It 
varies from the present 2% measure 
in that it is so worded as to include 
film. In other words city will collect 
the levy on rental fees paid by 
exhibs. 

All exhibs: were asked by United 
Motion Picture Theatre Owner execs 
last week to pressure their council- 
men to defeat the measure or at least 
ae the objectionable portion of 
tt. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

‘Lone Star Pioneers’ is release title 
for ‘The Guerillas’ at Columbia. 

“Boy Slaves’ is third tag for ‘White 
Slaves,’ formerly ‘The Pure in Mind,” 
at RKO 

‘Dr. Judith Randall’ became ‘Wom- 
en Make News’ at Republic. 

RKO switched from ‘Miss X’ to 
| “They Made Her a Spy.’ 

‘Whispering Enemies’ i “nal han- 
dle for ‘Wreckage’ at Columbia. 

Universal changed ‘Brown of Cul- 





| ver’ to ‘The Spirit of Culver.’ 
‘Navy Secrets’ is release fag for 
| ‘Navy Girl’ at Monovram., 

Monogram sw/icce4 from ‘Santa 
Fe Bound’ to ‘Dri*' '»7 Westward,” — 
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forms which have been needed for | a 
years. What has been obtained to R f P f G Joe 
Loew-M G Bonuses date are all superficial points, not Self-Reg. evainp 0 ar bie ages ves 
the deep-seated ones we want. A 
‘Conti S teens peas at fine basis for an agreement has been ee: 
ontinue reached, but certainly not the agree- (Continued from page 7) Ung S 
__| ment itself’ er SUpervision UVer Laliada, 100 
financial setup, oe a eer: Only official action on the Trade | even if it does not constitute a total 
vat mage . a aa ee Practice Code to be taken here was | capitulation of the distributors, and, | + —_—— 
and the lira a = in line with the general opinion. | for this reason, do not want to see | , ‘ 
company books set the exchange at | Board of managers of United Motion | an impasse in the efforts made be- FOX-W C PLEDGES 50G Following the absorption of busi- 
current figures. — Picture Theatre Owners at a meet-|tween distribs and exhibs to work pg ness of four sub-branches by nearest 
It was also disclosed that only 


1,230,000 marks are due now out of | 
a total of 2,800,000 marks outstand- | 
ing and due Loew in 1937, and out 
of 30,000,000 lira owed the company 
17,000,000 are now due. As a result 
of method of amortization on pic- 
tures, Donaldson said after 12 weeks 
42.6% was written off. The amounts 
increased until at the end of two 
year. the entire pictures are written 
off. Asa result of this method $579,- 
000 of over-amortization resulted 
during the past fiscal year. 
Statute of Limitations 

Donaldson’s testimony was inter- 
rupted by Proskauer, who Cailed 
Arnold Cannon, Los Angeles attor- 
ney, to explain the difference in the 
statute of limitations law of New 
York and California. The witness 
sail that in the latter stat: limitation 
had run out as regards any action 
th: company may have taken in the 
Irving Thalberg estate controversy. 
This was given to offset plaintiffs’ 
claim that the company should not 
have settled with Norma Shearer 
(Thalberg) and the estate. The wit- 
ness also declared this was true in 
his opinion as regards all the de- 
fendants who live in California. 

Donaldson was again recalled to 
the stand, and after a few more 
questions by Proskauer, the plaint- 
iffs’ counsel, Ellis, cross-examined 
him. Ellis brcught out that an addi- 
tional item of $997,000 for rejected 
ccntinuities had not been written off 
ir. 1937, while about $600,000 was 
cancelled from the -books for the 
sane account. It was also brought 
out that in 1936 and 1937 the com- 
pany under-amortized $1,349,000 and 
no reserve wa. set up. 

Ellis again referred to Donald- 
g02’s computation of the German- 
Italian figures. None seemed to be 
clear on the matter. Accountants 
for both sides were to discuss it 
overnight and report on it anew. 
Both sides agreed that it would be 
unnecessary to call Winthrop Ald- 
rich, Chase National Bank head and 
a Loew director, or any others who 
have not appeared or given deposi- 
tions, it being agreed they would 
testify parallel that of Nick Schenck 
and other defense witnesses. 


Exhib Opinion 
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being cut out, more will have to be; 
but there isn’t anything wrong with 
this business that it won’t eventually 
itself correct. 

Business conditions are sick. Radi- 
cal changes aren’t coming overnight. 
Let's accept the cancellations, buy 
with sense, meet the other fellow 
half way and rebuild our dwindling 
revenues with a united effort. Let’s 
not take off in a rowboat on a 
sea of useless argument, lose our 
oars, drift into an oblivion, and 
allow every ax-grinder and racketeer 
to take advantage of our life’s work. 

Let’s grow up, meet our issues 
man to man, and work out, from the 
considerations in the new program, 
our mutual salvation. It can be 
done. Nobody wins in a war. If 
you haven’t gotten enough in the 
way of concessions, a beginning is 
often the means to an end. 


Philly Thinks It Has 
The Majors ‘On the Run’ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 


Acceptance of the Trade Practices 
Agreement as it now stands is un- 
alterably opposed by a majority of 
Philly exhibs. General opinion is 
that exhibitors have won a good 
many concessions, but the code, in 
its present form, is nothing more 
than a good point from which to be- 
gin bargaining. - 

With distribs and producers faced 
with divorcement legislation and 
monopoly charges on all sides, ex- 
hibs feel that for the first time in 20 
years they have the majors on the 
run and everything possible ought 
to be squeezed out of them. As one 
exhib leader declared here, ‘We're 
not going to give up divorcement for 


a few bones that are being tossed to 
us.’ 





ing last week, approved the draft as 
a ‘step forward,’ but not a solution 
to all exhibitor problems. It asked 
that the draft become effective im- 
mediately. 

Conciliation and arbitration clauses 
in the agreement were highly lauded. 
‘UMPTO as always’ stood and 
fought for some form of arbitration 
and conciliation,’ it was said. ‘We 
have always advised our members 
to sign voluntary arbitration clauses 
and to ask for such clauses in con- 
tracts where they did not exist. This 
is a cure for many of the ills that 
beset our industry.’ 

Allied unit here, still in process of 
organization, has taken no steps to 
approve or disapprove the draft, but 
execs of the organization are in 
agreement with UMPTO. 


This Indie Favors Block 


Booking as Convenience 


By CHARLES E. WILLIAMS 
(Owner, Park Theatre, Omaha) 
Omaha, Dec. 23. 
I think your editorial analytical 
and ‘co the point, clearly defining the 
important articles in the memo- 
randum set forth by distributors. I 
assume from a study of this editorial, 
that you believe ‘Block Buying’ is 
not conducive to the making of 
better pictures, with this I am in ac- 
cord, but why don’t the fellows in 
Hollywood who know how to do 
things right, do them, and clean up 
their own back yards. They know 
the pictures that have a bad aroma. 
Some more about ‘Block Buying’— 
about 11 years ago I appeared before 
a Senatorial Committee in Washing- 
ton opposing the Brookhart Bill. My 
contention at that time, and still is, 
that the small rural exhibitor could 
not stand the extra sales cost of indi- 








vidual picture buying. Omaha terri- 
tory is some 400 miles from east to 
west and block buying is real neces- 
sity if the little fellow is to survive. 
However, cooperative buying might 
solve their problem. 

I have been an advocate of 20% 
cancellation for years and now that 
it is here, I believe it will result ina 
beneficial way to exhibitors. I don’t 
believe that Kent, Rogers, Depinet, 
Warner, Agnew nor any other sales 
manager, distributor or producer 
will try and circumvent its just 
fulfillment. 

Arbitration: I am for it 100% plus 
and, in closing, a little story will 
illustrate. About three weeks ago a 
little Mexican kid was talking to me 
about a Buck Jones pictures that we 
were running, asked whether Jones 
and his horse were real, etc. I asked 
him how many there were in his 
family; 13 was his answer, the father 
and an older brother were dead and 
an older sister married. The mother 
and 12 children lived in a little 
home. I asked what they did. He 
said fight, most of the time. Then I 
asked what his mother did. He said, 
‘Makes us quit.’ That is arbitration. 





Charity ‘Blues’ 











(Continued from page 1 





April week. Last would be an all- 
Negro talent lineup. A ball at the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel where women 
will all wear blue is also planned. 
Lawrence Tibbett and Gertrude 
Lawrence will probably appear at 
Carnegie, latter singing her ‘Lime- 
house Blues.’ George M. Cohan may 
be chairman. Paul Whiteman and 
Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ of 
course. L. Wolfe Gilbert is han- 
dling the Hollywood end. All events 
will 
basis with local charities being so- 
licited to underwrite and share. 
Fred Astaire, McClelland Barclay, 
Donald Flamm, Irving Caesar, Earl 


Libby Holman, Raymond Hubbell, 
Leonard Liebling, Alfred J. McCos- 
ker, Alan Corelli, Richard Rodgers, 
Lorenz Hart, Isidor Witmark, Jay 
Witmark, Kenneth Webb, Louis Arm- 
strong, Harry T. Burleigh and Fredi 
Washington are set as the commit- 
tees east and west. 





Par’s Friml Operetta 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Paramount is interested in filming 





E ‘The boys smell blood,’ he said, 
and know that we now have an op- 
portunity to obtain really major re- 


Rudolph Friml's ‘The Sing Song Girl,’ 
on which the composer has been 
working the past five years. 


be done on non-commercial | 


Carroll, Noel Coward, Bing Crosby, | 


out some sort of trade practices 
machinery. 


Wholly confident that the early 
objections raised to the trade prac- 
tice program first devised will not 
create insurmountable barriers and 
looking forward to rapid action at 
an early date, Rodgers states that 
the matter of self-regulation is one 
of the first things on the distributor 
calendar for 1939. 


Pa.-N. J. OK Draft 
Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

At a meeting of the board of the 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of eastern Pennsylvania, southern 
New Jersey and Delaware, the board 
approved the trade reform draft in 
principle as being a step forward but 
not a solution of all exhib problems. | 
While the benefits to be derived from | 
this draft are small, they represent 
certain concessions never before | 
given, 

This approval contained the rec- 
ommendation that instead of the 
draft becoming effective for the 1939- 
40 season it become effective imme- 
diately, 








PITT DAILIES 


END FREE AD 
LISTINGS 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 

Three local newspapers, Post-Ga- 
zette, Sun-Telegraph and (Press, 
eliminating free advertising direc- 
tories for circuit nabe houses in ex- 
change for trailer plugs after first of 
year, have set a flat rate of $2 an 
inch for subsequent-run spots. That’s 
against regular theatrical $7-$8 scale 
here and $l-an-insertion of half an 
inch for indie sites. 


Theatres burning plenty at Pitts- 
burgh rags on account of action, 
which was first hinted at several 
months ago, and expect to retaliate 
to some degree by keeping adver- 
tising budgets practically the same. 
Means they’ll skimp a little on space 
for first-run houses and use one inch 
in directories for two or three sub- 
sequents., 


Practice of trade exchanges be- 
tween theatres and newspapers here 
has been in vogue for several years 
and was generally considered an in- 
stitution. Action of local newspaper 
publishers’ association came as pretty 
much of a surprise and circuit man- 
agements have been trying to get a 
change of heart from rags for several 
weeks now. No dice, however, and 
new policy goes into effect first of 
year. 

Chains affected are WB and Harris 
company, both of which have had 
agreements with all three sheets. 
Newspapers’ argument was that both 
circuits had taken several houses 





nels for long time out of paying cate- 
gory and placed them in free di- 
rectories. 


U Releases ‘Mikado’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 








American and Far -Eastern distri- 
| bution of the British Technicolor 
| film, ‘The Mikado.’ first picture ever 
made of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operetta. 

Musical was shot in London by 
U's British affiliate, General Film 
Distributors, Ltd. Picture will be re- 
leased in America early next month. 





Mysterious, Indeedy 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
‘Mark of Chu-Sheng,’ first of a 
series of six Oriental whodunits to be 
produced by Clifford Sanforth at In- 
ternational studio, goes to bat Jan. 
15. 


Chu-Sheng.’ ‘Yellow Magic,’ ‘The 
Dancing Dead,’ ‘Death Rides the 
Dragon’: and ‘Secrets of the Ancient 
Ones.’ 





| tres 


which had been in regular ad chan- | 


Universal has closed a deal for, 


Due to follow are ‘The Shadow of | 


FOR PARALYSIS FUND 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
| Minimum of $50,000 for the na-| 
|tional infantile paralysis drive was | 
| pledged by Charles P. Skouras, rep- | 
|resenting the Fox-West Coast Thea- | 
and subsidiary companies in 
California. 

Circuit collected $17,000 in the 1938 | 
campaign. 


New Strand, Pitt 
Indie, Suffers 206 
Blaze; Other Fires 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 

Fire all but completely destroyed 
the indie New Strand on Southside 
here last Thursday (22), causing 
around $20,000 damage to the 500- 
seater. House, owned by Mrs. Louis 
Michaels, estimated its loss at $10,- 
000 in equipment and fixtures and 
that much again to the building. 

Following blaze, Fire Chief Nick 
Phelan ordered a thorough investiga- 
tion, claiming it ‘looked suspicious’ 
when flames were discovered at both 
| ends of the theatre—in a pile of rub- 
bish underneath the stage and in 
the projection room. Fire took place 
at 9 am. and nobody was in the 
house at that time. 




















Theatre Destroyed 
Wappingers Falls, N. Y., Dec. 27. 
The Academy, owned and operated 

by Philip Eisenberg, was destroyed 
by fire that forced 20 families to flee 
adjoining buildings here Thursday 
(22). 

The fire, discovered shortly after 
the house had been darkened for the 
night, soon burned out the three- 
story brick building and sparks fell 
on adjoining apartment houses forc- 
ing evacuation of them. 

Fire Chief Edward Lowery said no 
estimate of the loss had been made. 





} 
} 





$20,000 Theatre Fire 
Farrell, Pa., Dec. 27. 

Fire gutted the Colonial here, with 
loss estimated at between $20,000 and 
$30,000. 

The Colonial, one of the two the- 
atres owned by Chris Lampros, was 
erected in 1913. It had operated un- 
der several managements until four 
years ago when Farrell Amus. Co. 
purchased both the Colonial and the 
Capitol. Two years ago the interior 
was modernized and the seating ca- 
pacity increased 350. Lambros is un- 
decided on plans for replacing the 
house. 


Poli-N.E. Appeals From 
$1,096,530 Assessment 


Hartford, Dec. 27. 

Appeal to. superior court from 
grand list assessments placed on its 
local real estate has been taken by 
io Poli-New England Theatres, Inc. 
Property has been valued at more 
than $1,000,000. Action is returnable 
Jan. 3. 
| Appeal is from assessment valua- 
tions on the lists of July 1, 1936, and 
July 1, 1937. On each of these the 
corporation’s real estate is valued at 
$1,096,530 of which $536,822 is for 
land and $559,708 for buildings. 

Former Judge John M. Bailey is 
representing the corporation. Pa- 
pers in the action allege that the 
assessment valuations were ‘greatly 
in excess of the fair market value.’ 











_ Bainter’s What’s This? 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
| Fay Bainter gets the top role in 
| ‘Old Mrs. Leonard and Her Machine 
| Guns,’ starting Jan. 5 at Columbia, 
under supervision of Fred Kohlmar. 

Film is based on a story by George 
Bradshaw and Price Day, to be 
screenplayed by Richard Maibaum 
and Gertrude Purcell. 


EIGHT FOR HAYES 

Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

George Hayes, western comic, 
signed an eight-picture pact to sup- 
port Roy Rogers at Republic. 
In addition, Hayes is slated for a 
|role in ‘Wagons Westward,’ big 
| money sagebrusher slated to roll 











exchange points, Paramount is add- 
ing the whole Canadian ‘territory to 
the Joe Unger division and is reliev- 
ing latter of the southern territory, 
for which a _ separate division ig 
created under Oscar A. Morgan. 

Up to now Unger has been in en- 
tire charge of the east and south, 
while Canada, embracing six 
branches, has been under the super- 
vision of M. A. Milligan, general 
manager of Canadian operations, 
who headquarter. at Toror.to, Milli- 
gan continues over Toronto, Mont- 
real, St. John, Calgary, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver branches but, in future, ig 
responsible directly to Unger. This 
for the first time brings Canadian 
sales directly under home office 
supervision. 


The new southern division, to be 
established Jan. 1, embraces the At- 
lanta, New Orleans, Memphis, Char- 
lotte, Dallas and Oklahoma City 
branches. This division is made up 
of two districts which are now 
headed by Morgan out of Atlanta 
and Hugh Braly, who headquarters 
at Dallas. On promotion of Morgan 
to div. mgr., Harold F. Wilkes, now 
exchange manager at New Orleans, 
will take over the southeastern dis- 
trict, while Erman B. Price, who had 
the sub-exchange at Jacksonville, 
goes to New Orleans to succeed 
Wilkes. 


With Dallas absorbing the old San 
Antonio branch, L. W. McClintock 
becomes manager at Dallas, while 
Floyd Tomes, now in charge at Dal- 
las, takes over supervision of sales 
of the combined Dallas-San Antonio 
territories. Haroid Stevens, formerly 
at Portland, now absorbed by Bos- 
ton, has been transferred to the In- 
dianapolis branch to succeed E. J. 
Barnard, who died recently. 


Following closing of the Sioux 
Falls, S. D., exchange, A. R. Ander- 
son, who was manager there, has 
been shifted to Portland, Ore., to suc- 
ceed Frank Clark, who will be given 
a new assignment later. 

Except for the absorption of the 
South Dakota branch and the shift- 
ing of Anderson, the entire western 
division of Paramount under super- 
vision of Charles Reagan from the 
home office, remains the same. 
Morgan will make headquarters at 
the Par h.o. in command of the 
newly created southern division. 
This will mark the first time in Par 
that the h.o. will have had three 
divisional sales directors since the 
early S. R. Kent days when George 
W. Weeks, John Hammel and John 
D. Clark were division heads. 


2 Houses Balers Balto 
Grand Jury for Bingo 


Baltimore, Dec. 27. 








lar attractions, were before the 
Grand Jury here this week. Action 
is outcropping of determination of 
Police Commissioner Robt. F. Stan- 
ton to put end to growing popu- 
larity and development of weekly 
gaming under church and fraternal 


jection to occasional sortie for real 
charity, but is opposed to gaming 


lar amusement. under professional 
handling. 


Linden, 1,000-seat nabe, recently 
built by Milton Schwaber and up 
against it for film product because of 
established opposition, has been 
cashing in on bingo nights, a novelty 
here. Royal is colored combo lo- 
cated in the local Harlem. Both 
houses have been repeatedly pulled 
in for gaming but never reached 
further than district police attention. 
Current Grand Jury action will bring 
matter into regular courts for final 
determination. 





Upside Down Biz 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Metro is using a new upside down 


Technicolor camera mounting for 
the first time in ‘The Wizard of Oz” 


of the crane, giving the camera 
complete freedom from any angle. 
Device, invented by John Arnold, 
head of Metro’s camera department, 
makes possible new Technicolor ef- 





early next month. 


fects. 


The Linden and Royal, only two ~ 
houses in town using Bingo as regu- ~ 


auspices, Claims no particular ob- | 


taking hold as established and regu- — 


Mounting is slung under the apex 
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“YOURE 
POSITION! 


TO START A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 


a “SWEETHEARTS” Begins Sensationally! JEANETTE 
MacDONALD, NELSON EDDY pack .opening ‘engagements 
of Technicolor Hit! Industry prediction that 375 simultaneous 












| It’s New Year’s bookings by M-G-M will amass biggest gross in first 
clicking! week ever experienced in film history! 


“STAND UP AND FIGHT” is another box-office “Sweetheart”! 
WALLACE BEERY, ROBERT TAYLOR in the greatest action 


and adventure picture since “Mutiny On .The Bounty.” 
Advertise! Exploit! Profit! 


“HAPPY NEW YEAR,” says The Friendly Company 
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WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 67 12/14 
SHADOWS OVER SHANGHAI Fine Arts GN Meller J. Dunn-R. Morgan Chas. Lamont 66 12/7 
YOUNG DR. KILDARE Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L. Barrymore H. Bucquet 83 10/19 
WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritter Al Herman 55 11/2 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 83 10/5 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 79 10/5 
FIVE OF A KIND K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Com Dionne Quins-Hersholt H. I. Leeds 83 10/12 
’ THERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman McLeod $1 9/28 
SWING THAT CHEER Max Golden U College T. Brown-A. Devine Harold Schuster 63 11/16 
THE SISTERS David Lewis WB Drama E. Flynn-B.Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 95 10/5 
10/21/38 LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Garland Edw. Marin 72 10/19 
MYSTERIOUS RIDER Harry Sherman Par Western D. Dumbrille-C. Fields Les Selander 74 11/16 
MAD MISS MANTON P. J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda Leigh Jason 78 10/12 
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller P. Lorre-M. Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
SERVICE DE LUXE Ed Grainger U Com C. Bennett-V. Price-Ruggles Rowland V. Lee 85 10/19 
GIRLS ON PROBATION Bryan Foy WB Drama J. Bryan-Sheila Bromley Wm. McGann 60 10/26 
10/28/38 THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr E. Fellowes-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 60 11/9 
bitin THE GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical i. Rainer-F. Gravet J. Duvivier 107 11/2 
THE CITADEL Victor Saville MGM Drama R. Denat-R. Russell King Vidor 112 10/26 
MEN WITH WINGS Wm. A. Wellman Par Drama F. MacMurray-R. Milland Wm. A. Wellman 102 10/26 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par Drama R. Cummings-H. Mack-L. Taibot John H. Auer $i 11/2 
TARNISHED ANGEL B. P. Fineman RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Bowman Leslie Goodwins 67 11/16 
SUEZ Gene Markey 20th Spec T. Power-L. Young Allan Dwan 100 10/19 
YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 91 11/2 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith U Drama C. Bickford-B. McLane Harold Young 15 11/2 
THE LAST EXPRESS Irving Starr U Meller K. Taylor-D. Kent Otis Garrett 60 10/19 
‘ BROTHER RAT Robert Lord WB Comedy W. Morris-P. Lane-J. Wyman Wm. Keighley 90 10/19 
11/4/38 IN EARLY ARIZONA Col Col Western B. Elliott-D. Gulliver Jos. Levering 55 12/28 
GANGSTER’S BOY W. T. Lackey Mono Meller J. Cooper-L. Gilman Wm. Nigh 75 11/9 
GUN PACKER Robt. Tansey Mono Western J. Randell-L. Stanley Wallace Fox 51 11/9 
, THE LAST RIDE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 
ILLEGAL TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller J. C. Naish-M. Carlisle Louis King 67 11/23 
LAWLESS VALLEY Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-K. Sutton David Howard 
RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Geo. Sherman 58 11/9 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-A. Treacher-J. Rogers Jos. Santley 69 11/9 
EXPOSED Bert Kelly U Drama O. Kruger-G. Farrell Max Golden 63 11/23 
HARD TO GET Sam Bischoff WB Comedy D. Powell-O. de Haviland Ray Enright 78 1/9 
11/11/38 ADVENTURE IN SAHARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L. Gray D. R. Lederman 60 12/21 
THE FROG Herbert Wilcox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jack Raymond 15 4/7/37 
SPRING MADNESS Edw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Com M. O’Sullivan-L. Ayres Cc. S. Simon 66 11/16 
iF I WERE KING Frank Lloyd Par Drama R. Coleman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 100 9/21 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR Lou Lusty RKO Rom-Com J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Landers 66 10/19 
STORM OVER BENGAL Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knowles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 65 12/14 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER Dave Hempstead 20th Comedy S. Temple-C. Farrell Irving Cummings 70 11/2 
HIS EXCITING NIGHT Ken Goldsmith U Rom-Com C. Ruggles-O. Munson Gus Meins 61 12/7 
TORCHY GETS HER MAN Bryan Foy WwB Comedy G. Farrell-B. MacLane Michael Curtiz 62 10/12 
11/18/38 THE SHINING HOUR E. B. Derr MGM Meller J. Crawford-R. Young Frank Borzage . 75 11/16 
GANG BULLETS J. Manckiewicz Mono Rom-Com A. Nagel-R. Kent Lambert Hillyer 62 12/28 
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY Par Par Rom-Com B. Hope-S. Ross-Butterworth G. Archainbaud 15 11/9 
LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE Cliff Reid RKO Western H. Carey-T. Holt-E. Brent Glenn Tryon 72 11/30 
SANTA FE STAMPEDE Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman 
SHARPSHOOTERS Sol Wurtzel 20th Action B. Donievy-L. Barie- Jas. Tinling 63 9/21 
COWBOY AND THE LADY Sam Goldwyn UA Rom-Com. G. Coeper-M. Oberon Wm. Wyler 91 11/9 
ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES Sam Bischoff WwB Drama J. Cagney-P. O’Brien Michael Curtiz 97 10/26 
11/25/38 BLONDIE Robert Sparks Col Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake Frank Strayer 69 11/2 
? OUT WEST WITH HARDYS Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Rom M. Rooney-L. Stone-C. Parker G. B. Seitz 84 11/23 
LITTLE TENDERFOOT Ed Finney Mono Western T. Ritter-J. Falkenberg Al Herman 
SAY IT IN FRENCH Andrew Stone Par Comedy R. Milland-O. Bradna Andrew Stone 70 11/30 
ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND Stuart Walker Par Mystery J. Heward-H. Angel Jas. Hogan 60 11/23 
COME ON, RANGERS Chas. E. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 56 
ORPHANS OF THE STREET Herman Schlom Rep Meller T. Ryan-R. Livingston John H. Auer 
PECK’S BAD BOY WITH CIRCUS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com T. Kelly-A. Gillis Edw. F. Cline 68 11/23 
SUBMARINE PATROL Gene Markey 20th Drama R. Greene-N. Kelly-Bancroft John Ford 95 11/2 
? LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY Max Golden U Meller M, Boland-E. E. Horton Erle Kenton 16 11/23.. 
NANCY DREW, DETECTIVE Bryan Foy ws Meller B. Granville-J. Litel Wm. Clemens 67 12/7 
12/2/38 FLIRTING WITH FATE David Loew MGM Comedy J. E. Brown-L. Carrille-S. Duna  F. MacDonald 70 12/14 
U LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE John Speaks Par Comedy A. Gillis-R. Kent-J. Travis - Ben Holmes 57 11/30 
WESTERN JAMBOREE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 57 12/14 
ROAD DEMON Sol Wurtzel 20th Sports H. Arthur-J. Valerie Otto Brower 10 12/14 
___STRANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F. Jenks Earl Taggart 66 12/7 
12/9/38 RIO GRANDE ROUNDUP Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-A. Deran Sam Nelson 
DRAMATIC SCHOOL Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr L. Rainer-A. Marshal R. Sinclair 78 12/7 
I AM A CRIMINAL E. B. Derr Mene .Meller J. Carroll-M. Kornman Wm. —_ 73 
RIDE A CROOKED MILE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 70 12/7 
NEXT TIME I MARRY Cliff Reid REO Comedy L. Ball-J. Ellison-L. Bowman Garson Kanin 61 12/7 
UP THE RIVER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller T. Martin-P. Brooks Alfred Werker 13 11/9 
SECRETS OF A NURSE Bert Kelly U Drama E. Lowe-H. Mack Arthur Lubin 6s 11/16 
ini * HEART OF THE NORTH Bryan Foy WwB Meller D. Foran-G. Page Lewis Seiler 74 12/14 
16/38 STRANGE CASE OF DR. MEAD Col Col Drama J. Holt-B. Reberts-N. Beery Lewis D. Collins 
vay CALIFORNIA FRONTIER Monroe Shaff Col Western B. Jones-C. Bailey Elmer Clifton 55 12/14 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Joe Mankiewicz M-G Rom-Fan BR. Owen-T. Kilburn E. L. Marin 68 12/14 
v THE FRONTIERSMEN H Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes-E. Venable Les Selander 4 
DOWN ON THE FARM Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 60 10/12 
PIRATES OF THE SKY B. Sarecky U Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson Joe McDcnough 
SWING, SISTERS, SWING Bert Kelly U Musical K. Murray-K. Kane Joseph Santley _ 63 
GHOST TOWN RIDERS Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker Geo. Wa 
COMET OVER BROADWAY Bryan Foy WB Drama K. Franeis-J. Litel Busby Berkeley 65 12/21 
12/2. ‘38 THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN B. B. Kahane Col Rom-Dr M. Douglas-V. Bruce Al Hall 70 
AWAKENING OF KATRINA Harry Rapf M-G Drama F. Gaal-Tone-W. Connolly Norman Taurog 
WILD HORSE CANYON Robt. Tansey Mone Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 
TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE E. T. Lowe Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Cook Louis King 61 
FIGHTING THOROUGHBREDS Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr R. Byrd-M. Carlisle Sidney Salkow 
SHINE ON, HARVEST MOON C. E. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 55 
THANKS FOR EVERYTHING H. J. Brown 20th Musical A. Menjeu-J. Oakie Wm. A. Seiter 70 12/7 
TRADE WINDS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Dr F. March-J. Bennett Tay Garnett 93 12/21 
NEWSBOYS’ HOME Ken Goldsmith U Drama J. Cooper-W. Barrie Harold Young 
THE DAWN PATROL Robert Lord WB Drama E. Flynn-B. Rathbone Edm’d Goulding 103 12/14 
12 SMASHING THE SPY RING Irving Briskin Col Meller F. Wray-R. Bellamy Christy Cabanne 62 
yen/es CLIMBING HIGH “CB GB Comedy J. Mathews-M. Redgrave Carol Reed ; 
SWEETHEARTS Hunt Stromberg M-G Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy W. S. Van Dyke 120 12/21 
TOUGH KID Lindsley Parsons Mono Meller F. Darro-J. Alien H Bretherton 
SKY PIRATE Paul Malvern Mono Action J. Trent-M. Reynolds Paul Malvern 
ARTISTS AND MODELS ABROAD A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical J. Benny-J. Bennett Mitchell Leisen 90 11/2 
THE GREAT MAN VOTES Cliff Reid RKO Comedy J. Barrymore-P. Holden Garson Kanin 
KENTUCKY Gene Markey 20th Rom-Dr L. Young-R. Greene David Butler 95 12/21 
DUKE OF WEST POINT Edw. Small UA Rom-Com L. Hayward-J. Fontaine Al Green 107 12/21 
GOING PLACES Barney Glazer WB Musical D. Powell-A. Louise Ray Enright 85 
\ NORT NGHAI W. MacDonald Col Drama B. Furness-J. Craig D. R. Lederman 
° 1/6/39 STAND. UP AND FIGHT Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr R. Taylor-F. Rice-Beery W.S. VanDyke 
PYGMALION Gabriel Pascal M-G Comedy L. Howard-W. Hiller A. Asquith 96 9/7 
KING OF CHINATOWN Stuart Walker Par Drama A. M. Wong-Tamiroff-Naish Nick Grinde 
PACIFIC LINER Robert Sisk RKO Drama V. McLagien-C. Morris-W. Barrie Lew Landers 76 12/28 
WHILE NEW YORK SLEEPS Sol Wurtzel 20th Melodrama M. Whalen-J. Regers .B.Humberstone 61° 12/21 
LAST WARNING Irving Starr U Mystery P. Foster-F. Rebinson Al Rogell 62 12/7 
, DEVIL’S ISLAND Bryan Foy WwB Melodrama __B. Karloff-N. Harrigan Wm. Clemefs 
IN EST Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
1/13/38 BUEN ‘EM UP O'CONNOR erty Rapf M-G Com-Rom D. O’Keefe-C. Parker Edw. Sedgwick 
ZAZA Albert Lewin Par Rom-Com C. Colbert-H. Marshall Geo. Cukor 
THE PURE IN MIND P. J. Wolfson RKO Drama A. Shirley-R. Daniel P. J. Wolfson 
TAIL SPIN Harry J. Brown 20th Com-Rom A. Faye-C. Farrell Roy Del Ruth 
SON OF FRANKENSTEIN Rowland V. Lee U Melodrama B. Karloff-B. Lugosi Rowland V. Lee 
THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL Ben Glazer WB Drama__—s—Ci‘(sS_—CsSCJ«.~Garfield-C. Rains Busby Berkeley 
F 49 Col Col Western B. Elliott-L. De Alcaniz Sam Levering * 
1/20/ 39 TDLOT's DELIGHT Hunt Stromberg M-G Com-Dr Shearer-Gable Clarence Brown 
DISBARRED Stuart Walker Par Meller G. Patrick-O. Kruger Robert Florey 
AMBUSH Wm. Wright Par Rom-Dr G. Swarthout-L. Nolan Kurt Neumann 
. FISHERMAN’S WHARF Sol Lesser RKO Comedy B. Breen-L. Carrille Bernard Vorhaus 
CHARLIE CHAN IN HONOLULU John Stone 20th Mystery S. Toler-P. Brooks H.B.Humberstone 65 
GAMBLING SHIP Irving Starr U Drama R. Wilcox-H. Mack Aubrey H. Scotto 
OFF THE RECORD Sam Bischoff ws Comedy P. O’Brien-J. Blondell James Flood 
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EXPLOITATION 





Pay-as-You-Leave Clicks 
Philadelphia. 
Pay -as - you - leave-if-you-like-it 


basis on which Harry Fried played | gram; a contest with ticket prizes on 


"Man to Remember’ at his Suburban 
last week proved highly successful. 
Although not everyone stepped up 
to the b.o. on the way out, enough 
people did to give him a better than 
average Tuesday, despite the fact 
that ‘it was pre-Xmas week. 

Fried tried the stunt because the 
RKO pic was getting swell word-of- 


mouth whever it was playing, but 
never did any business at any of the 
spots. He figured—and apparently 


rightly—that in such a case they’d 
be more willing to pay on the way 
out than the way in. 





| spot announcements on WKBO with 


News Co. trucks carrying copy with 
Ace mag. 

On the radio Ed Rosenbaum, Co- 
lumbia exploiteer. was interviewed 
on WHP’s ‘Little Brown Book’ pro- 


John Kronhite’s WHP program; dail~ 


| special plug on Paul Walker’s WKBO 


Par’s ‘Streamlined’ Press Books | 


Bob Gillham’s advertising depart- 
ment has turned out the first of 
Paramount’s new 


simplified press- | 


books, recently announced as 
‘streamlined for service.’ The first 
one—on ‘Artists and Models Abroad’ 
—can be read without clearing off | 


the top of a desk. It’s 12x15, 38 
pages, including the covers, with no 
color work. Gillham describes it as 
a ‘down to earth sales manual,’ and 
that seems to be just about what it 


is—with synopsis, cast, credits, sales | 


slants and cut on the front page, 
with 10 pages devoted to exploita- 
tion, 11 to ad layouts, seven to mats 
and six to accessories, 


The idea is practical. Frills are 
completely lacking. It may take 
time, though, to convince some ex- 
hibitors that a pressbook 
half an acre of art work means it’s 
a ‘B’ picture. 





Wollaston Shoots Works 


Harrisburg, Pa. 

E. G. Wollaston of the Victoria put 
Over a three-way street ballyhoo, 
radio and newspaper campaign on 
‘Smashing the Spy Ring’ (Col). Ten 
mewsboys gave away 3,000 tabloid 
newspapers downtown opening day. 
This was followed by a Boys’ Club 
parade with band. Advance cam- 
aign included posting 40x60 in. en- 
argement of J. Edgar Hoover in 
front of theatre with tieup copy; free 
finger prints in theatre lobby; 2,000 
two-pound bags with tie-in copy 
from Murphy’s store, 85 silk badges 
worn by Woolworth girls; two girls 
talling telephone subscribers advis- 


| 


without | 


land brokerage offices, 


quiz program. 


Coach-Railroad Race 

A 45-mile race between one of the 
original Baltimore & Ohio locomo- | 
tives and an old stagecoach is sched- 
uled for today (Wednesday) starting 
at Cumberland, Md. The highway 
parallels the railroad. There will be 
three changes of horses. Billy Fergu- 
son cooked up the stunt as a tieup 
for M-G’s ‘Stand Up and Fight,’ 
based on the early history of the 
B. & O. 

The Chamber of Commerce at 
Cumberland and civic bodies paid 
for the stunt, the B. & O. furnished 
the equipment and helped in the dis- 
tribution of 5,000 cards in stations 
and elsewhere. Newspapers in the 
region have given plenty of space, 
and the newsreels have cooperated. 


Here’s a New One! 
St. Louis. 

Here’s a new one—publicity fac- 
simile by air. 

It didn’t reach many people— 
there are only 30 receivi # sets in 
homes—but it was an idea. Stores | 
hotels and 
other spots are getting interested. 

Les Kaufman of Fanchon & Marco 
looked over the first Post-Dispatch 
nine-page newspaper sent out over 
station W9XZY and decided it | 
needed film news and photcgraphs. 


| He hot-footed it around to the Post- | 


Dispatch with a still from ‘Ride a | 
Crooked Mile’ (Par) which was 
slated to open at the Ambassador | 
and landed a full page in the Dec. 8 | 
issue of the first air paper. 
Looks like a new field in the offing | 
for film exploitation. 








College Boys Aid Stunt 
Atlanta. 


Theatre managers whose houses 
are near colleges or high schools 
with fraternities can use stunt 
worked by Hudson Edwards, mana- 
ger of Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox, in con- 
nection with ‘Brother Rat.’ 


Fox is practically around corner 











from Georgia Tech and Edwards in- 


ing them to see picture; Harrisburg| vited frat boys to build, in booths, 














| New York Theatres 














Tth Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL ec TO 


HELD OVER 


‘Kentucky’ 


—dOn the Stage— 























_ BEATS 1PM. New Stage Show 
PARAMOUNTsacane 
J k B a ser PERSON 
ack Benny $ 
Joan Bennett | GLEN GRAY 
wth Casa Loma Band 
ABROAD’ Andrews Bisters 
ary. MUSIC HALL 


“TOPPER 
TAKES A TRIP" 





Spectacular Stage Productions 











Starts Thursday 


“The YOUNG 
in HEART” 





TODAY ONLY 


“OUT WEST — 1" Person 
te’ HARDYS” = wairesax 
RODEO 









and 
VAUDEVILLE 











in M-G-M’s 
TECHNICOLOR 

MUSICAL 
Jeanette Nelson 


MacDONALD EDDY 
aust, 'SWEETHEARTS' 


Herbert's 


Broadway 5ist Street 


2Se te 1 p. m. at all 
times; midnite show 
every 
Continuous Performances, Popular Prices 
LESLIE HOWARD in Bernard Shaw's 


YGMALION 


Ao M-G-M Hi 


B way and 48th St. 











VICTORY TAKES SPACE 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. . 
Victory Pictures, headed by Sam 
Katzman, leased space at Progres- 
sive studios for interiors on the Tim 





‘eet ‘ve 


McCoy starrer, ‘Code of the Cactus.’ 


| passing 


| transcription 





their ideas of what the living quar- 
ters of a college man should—or 
does—look like. 

Collegians had some novel ideas 
and their efforts drew more than 
interest. Cost of stunt is 
measured by the best prices a man- 


| ager can get on three loving cups— 


silver or otherwise. — ; 
A good-sized looby is required. 





Reaches Football Crowd 
Dallas. 


Fred McFadden, publicity man for 
the Texas theatre, topped his ‘Cow- 





bov and the Lady’ (UA) cempaign 
by using the Highland Park loud- 
specker svstem between halves of 
the Highland Park - Gainesville 
championship football game to plug 
the film. Idea can be worked for | 
other sports or big gatherings. En- | 
tire receipts of the Interstate and 
Consolidated theatres were for 


refugee relief. 
Stations WRR used five daily plugs 


starting six days in advance; KRLD | 


Herald-Columbia) 
Tuesday and Friday 

_~, > WETt a A Trailer Racer 
MOrning, ana WrAA lvaly svewo~ 


NBC) used four daily plugs starting 


(Times 


over Sunday afternoon. 





| Theatres—Exchanges 





St. Louis. 
L. E. Cord, Murray, Ky., has let 
contract for new house. 
Kerasotas Bros., Springfield, Il. 


| purchased site in Peoria, Ill, for new 


$80.000 1.000-seater to augment the 


| Beverly in the same town. 


Ansell Bros., who recently ob- 
tained a new lease on Empress, St. 


| Louis, reopened house after remodel- 
| ing at cost of $20,000. 


About $25,000 will be spent re- 
modeling the Capitol, Waterloo, Ia. 

Mort Singer will modernize the 
Iowa. Waterloo, Ia., at estimated cost 
of $15,000. 

National Theatre Supply Co., St. 
Louis, will furnish equipment for a 
400-seater in Jerseyville, Ill., and a 
650-seater in Quincy, Il. 

Malco Theatres has started a new 
house in Jonesboro. 

Charles McMahon & Son, Padu- 
cah, Ky., have been awarded con- 
tract for new theatre at Muray, Ky., 
for L. E. Cord. 

Fred Wehrenberg has taken over 
Southway and Lemay, South St. 
Louis. Leo Lau, Jr., is interested 
in both. 

V. P. Moody, Mountain Grove, Mo., 
to rebuild Cameo, recently damaged 
by fire. 

Commonwealth Amusement Co., 
Columbia, Mo., headed by Mayor 
Rex Barrett, is making alterations. 

Riverview Theatre Corp. will erect 
$90,000 1,000-seater in northern part 
of St. Louis. Fred J. Brinkmeyer 
represents corporation. 

North Side Theatre Co. has award- 
ed contract to Sol Abrams & Son. 
Construction Co. for $25,000 house 
on outskirts of St. Louis. 





Philadelphia. 

Allen Lewis, manager of the Dante 
Theatre, was named ‘Star’ (prez) of 
the Showmen’s Club here at last 
week’s election. Others chosen were 
Charles Beilan, ‘Stand-in’ (v.p.); 
Frank Hammerman, ‘Yes Man’ (sec- 
retary): Jack Little, financial secre- 
tary; Dave Yaffe, counselor, and 
Mike Felt, Larry Mackey, Ray 
O’Rourke, and Bill Porter, members 
of _ board of producers (direc- 
tors). 

Stonehurst, shuttered several weeks 
for alterations, reopened. Owner is 
Charles Klang. 

WB Nixon, West Philadelphia, 
dark since early summer, reopened. 





New Orleans. 

Gaiety, one of oldest nabes in con- 
tinuous operation, will celebrate sil- 
ber jubilee Jan. 15, when newly- 
remodeled house is opened. The 
theatre opened in 1913 by Joseph 
Convertie, has been operated by 
Nick Evola and Frank Ruffino since 
1934. During most of its history the 
subsequent run Gaiety has changed 
programs daily, and has charged 10- 
l5c. Seats 850. 





San Francisco. 

George N. Montgomery, special 
rep of Grand National Pictures, has 
taken over management of the local 
exchange, replacing H. Bradley Fish, 
resigned. Montgomery was for years 
owner of the All-Star Features ex- 
change in Los Angeles, 





Detroit. 
Dave Martin and Ted Hathaway, 
ex-Michigan theatre here, named 
managers of houses in Southern Cal- 
ifornia, operated by Fox ~7est Coast 
theatres. Martin now piloting the 
Paramount, Hollywood, 





Schenectady, N. Y. 
Joseph Shure, manager of State, 
Schenectady, shifted 10 Albany office 
of Fabian circuit as chief booker 
for its upstate links. Guy A. Graves 
his successor at State. 





Los Angeles. 
Kurt Laemmle bought the Glas- 
sell theatre, Eagle Rock, and will 
operate it along with his recent pur- 
chace, the Franklin, 


used a| 
|extra performance, 


| 


| 


| having 
| tickets, 








B’way Legit O’Kay 








(Continued from page 1 





noon, ‘Sing Out the News’ and 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday.’ Revival of 
‘Blossom Time’ lists four matinees, 
but is not rated for important coin, 
a pop scale and bargain 


9 Shows for Straight Plays 
Nearly all the straight plays are 
holding to nine performance sched- 
ule, exceptions being ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ which has four matinees, 
and will hit a new high, 
ward Bound.’ Because of its juve- 


also 


| 





| 
| 


‘Out- 


visitors to the expo up north will 
pause longer and spend more in 
these precincts than in the vicinity 
of Treasure Island. 





Philly in a Spot 
Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
What’s going to happen New 
Year’s eve, with Pennsy’s strict Sun- 
day laws prohibiting sale of liquor 
after midnight on Saturdays, is the 


big problem currently annoying 
Philly nitery operators. 
Couple of the late spot owners 


'asked Mayor Wilson and the Liquor 


nile draw, ‘What a Life’ is playing | 


afternoon but has been 
Standouts like 


every 
rated for some time. 
‘Abe Lincoln,’ 


cut- | 


the dramatic leader, | 


and ‘Oscar Wilde’ are playing one | 


sieving Ab 
bivitg Guess 


regulation performances and mostly 


| three days in advance and Carrying | ysing usual scales for the Eve. 


‘Hamlet,’ in full length version, is 
the only success which will not play 


an added performance 
holiday week. Because 
ning time, more than six times 
weekly is hardly possible. Scale for 


ithe 'Eve showing will be $4.40 top. 


Just Fair in N. Y. 


The three-day Xmas 


cause of the Sunday curfew hour of 
no music after 3 a. m. Reservations 
are coming in all over in a pretty 
good ratio, and quite favorably com- 
parable to the dawn of °38, but the 
anticipated last-minute rush is jn the 
laps of chance. The hope is that, as 
last year, when a spot like the Para- 
dise was taking Eve reservations 
from 9 a.m. on, on Dec 31, the same 
thing will occur this 31st. 

The 3 a. m. curfew for drinking 
isn’t as much a worry as is the 
dansapation, because once the music 
stops the tempo in the joints must 
subside. It’s all been figured out, of 
course, that lockers for storage of 
beverages, advance orders for buck- 
ets of wine, the ‘bottle club’ gag (as 
done in London) and other little 
wrinkles could well get around the 
law against selling after 3 a. m. But 
the music thing is something else 
again. 

Chief bugaboo, of course, when the 
joints talk about ‘fixing’ things with 
the local precincts, is not what the 
civil authorities might do, but what 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
board could do, if it chose to get 
technical. Revocation or suspension 
of liquor licenses is the prime bogey- 
man to the boys, if ever tempted to 
get out of bounds. 

To the many gadgets used as biz 
getters on New Year’s Eve, the 
Tower hotel, in Brooklyn, has sched- 
uled a filming of its entire shindig. 
The takes will be screened later by 
request. The recorded antics of its 
patrons will be projected on sub- 
sequent nights when the requests 
total 10 or more customers. 





Coast Looks Big 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

On the ragged edge for the past 
few months for reasons undéter- 
mined, night club biz is due for a 
brisk spurt over the holiday week- 
end and operators have stocked up 
for the three-day killing, hoping: to 
wipe out some of the accrued deficit. 
What happens after that is more 
apprehensive than conjectural. Come 
what may, the entrepreneurs will 
see the New Year in with tongues 
in cheek. 

Tariff for the big night is slightly 
off bumper years. Highest tap is 
$12.50 a head which Earl Carroll is 
getting for his new spot. Cocoanut 
Grove, Trocadero, Biltmore Bowl, 
Victor Hugo and Beverly Wilshire 
have scaled the bite down to a 10- 
spot. In former years these inns got 
as high as $15 for a night of revelry 
in their grottoes. Most of the lesser 
and smaller sites are asking $5 and 
$7.50. 

Checkup of the first string niteries 
indicates little lack of enthusiasm 
among the celebrants. Never !n for- 
mer years has it looked like such a 
cinch sellout. The big night, com- 
ing as it does with two days of grace 
to get back in shape for the job, in- 
sures a heavy turnout. On top of 
that there’ll be thousands of out-of- 
towners around for the Rose Bow] 
game in Pasadena, which will be 
fought out on Monday. And if any 
other incentive is needed there'll be 
a goodly mob of spenders in from 
the east for the Santa Anita race 
meet, which gets going Dec. 31 for 
three months of fancy stepping. 

Most of the night spots will try 
to hang on for a few months to cut 
it on the biz attracted by the Frisco 
fair, which is unveiled Feb. 12. Lo- 





cals are pretty generally agreed that 


Newcomers ar- | : : b :3 
rine the week are nlaving| merely a police regulation, officials 
ng the week are playing 


| 





Control Board for opinions on the 
matter last week, which the ma- 
jority of other operators feel was 
a tactical error. On the spot, be- 


cause the Saturday shuttering hour 
is actually part of the law, not 


had no choice but to issue state- 
ments that New Year’s eve must not 
differ from other Saturday nights. 

It is the general opinion that had 


during the | 2° questions been asked, everyone 
of its run-| could have gone quietly ahead and 


remained open as late as he chose 
without official cognizance being 
taken. 

With the nitery season here this 
year the worst since repeal, spots are 


weekend | highly dependent on what they do 
downbeat augurs mildly for New|new Year’s eve. 


Year’s biz in New York, chiefly be- | date are below past years, although 


Reservations to 
tariffs are approximately the same. 
Arcadia - International and Jack 
Lynch’s are demanding $7.50 per 
person cover charge, which includes 
supper, while Benny the Bum’s levy 
is $6. Most of the smaller spots are 
asking $3 to $5 fees. 





Mpls, Leblangs Rates 
Minneapolis, Dec. 

Taking cognizance of slack times 
and tightened purses, local night 
clubs have reduced their New Year's 
eve prices. Despite drop, however, 
advance reservations are consider~ 
ably off from past few years. Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, Twin 
Citys’ class spot, is charging $6 per 
person, including dinner and music 
by Joe Reichman’s orchestra. Last 
year the tariff was $7, but a pint of 
imported champagne was tossed in, 

The same hotel’s grand ballroom 
advertises a $4 dinner and entertain- 
ment by Red Nichols. 

Other of the class spots have minl- 
mums ranging from $1 to $5. Vast 
majority of niteries are advertising 
no cover charge or minimum.. Only 
stage shows in town New Year's eve 
are Ethel Barrymore in ‘White Oaks’ 
at the Lyceum and pop vaudeville 
at the Palace. The Orpheum is en- 
tirely without stage entertainment. 


9 


- 
at. 





D. C., Annapolis Woos Balto Biz 
Baltimore, Det. 27. 
Plenty of squawking here by local 
showmen about effect of Sunday 
closing laws on New Year's Eve fes- 
tivities. Because of Saturday night 
curfew for theatres at midnight and 
niteries at 2 a.m., year-end whoopee 
will have to take an early powder 
unless Police Commissioner Robt 
Stanton softens up on present attie 
tude. Requests of theatres for per- 
mission to run midnight shows have 
been turned down with positive as- 
sertion that niteries will also have 
to adhere stricly to the 2 a.m. bell. 
Newspapers have gone to town in 
an effort to liberalize edict against 
theatres pointing out incongruity of 
non-drinking, non-stepping revelers 
with a half a buck to invest in New 
Year celebration, being shunted off 
to bed, while gayer elements of freer 
spending propensities getting a two- 
hour edge for more hectic doings. 
Néarby towns, particularly Wash- 
ington and Annapolis, advertising for 
local trade and pointing out their 
advantages for stayouts and local 
amusement peddlers are doing a 
considerable burn. 





Symphony in Discord 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Suit to recover two musical shorts 
was filed by I. M. Nobel in superior 
court against Symphonic Films, Inc., 
Frederick Feher, Edward Pavaroff, 
Egon Brecher and the William Lab- 

oratory. 
Pictures, 


‘Beethoven’s Concerto’ 


and part two of ‘The Unfinished 
Symphony’ are in possession of the 
Williams lab. 
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Wallerstem Heads CBS’ Phono Subsid: | NAL TAKES, LEAN 


Frank Walker M 


—_—_——___—_— > 


Edward Wallerstein has handed in 
his resignation as sales manager of 
RCA Victor to become president of 
the American Record Co., which 
CBS recently acquired. Frank Wal- 
ker, manager of NBC’s transcription 
division, also holds a contract mak- 
ing him a v.p. and recording chief of 
CBS’ new enterprise but the ques- 
tion of his putting his own signature 
to the paper or remaining with the 
RCA combine had not been settled 
at press time yesterday (Tuesday). 
He was slated at the time to confer 
with G. K. Throckmorton, president 
of RCA Manufacturing Co., in Cam- 
den. 

Wallerstein stated yesterday (Tues- | 
day) that he would defer for a few 
days the announcement of the date 
for his taking over as ARC prez. In 
a way it’s a return to an old associa- 
tion for Wallerstein. Before joining 
Victor he was sales manager for 
Brunswick Records, one of the labels 





now in the American Record group. | broadcast goes east-to-west for three | to South America. 





WJR BONUSES 


| get ge lagen and look in on the |broadcasts from abroad is not 
0| new shows. i | bidden and cannot be eliminated by 





Detroit, Dec. 27. | 
Following custom, WJR played the 
whiskered fella to its employees at 
the annual Xmas party last Wednes- 
day (21), dishing a flat 10% bonus 
to all staff members. Total bonus 
figured to have touched $25,000. 
In addition to the- annual party in 
the Recess Club, which for the first 
time barred the press, station also 








ay Also Join Firm’ 


Wives Tell 


Seattle, Dec. 27. 

‘Radio widows’ (wives of men 
in the broadcasting business), | 
was the subject of interviewer 
Peter Lyman on KJR. 

Wife’s slant on what the 
business is like, and what being 
a ‘radio widow’ means was told 
by three wives—Mrs. Salesman 
Joe Hiddleston, Mrs. Chief 
Spieler Hal Wolf and Mrs. Pro- 
ducer Bill Gavin. 


ROBINSON, TREVOR TO 
N. Y. FOR FRESHENING 














} 
| 





Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’ | 
or four weeks after first of the year. | 
Making the trip with Robinson will | 
be Claire Trevor, Producer Clark | 
Andrews, Fran Frey, musical di- | 
rector, and Ray Buffum, scripter. | 

Reason for trek to Gotham is to} 





Walter Zivi Heads Radio | 


For Newby-Peron Agency | 


| 

Chicago, Dec. 27. | 

Walter Zivi has resigned from the | 
Selviair agency as account exec- 
utive and moves over to the Newby- | 


of the year. 


partment. 





tossed a special party for teen-age 
kids of WJR employees. Rufus, of 
Rufus and Mandy ether team, 
played Santa to 68 kids, who were 
dined and entertained with films, 
etc., while their mammas sipped 
cocktails in an adjoining room. 





HONOR NILES TRAMMELL 


Colleagues Plus Aylesworth Fete 
Exec on Eve of Move 








Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Perhaps the greatest testimonial 
dinner in the history of midwest 
radio was tendered Niles Trammell, 
local NBC chieftain, at the Drake 
hotel to salute his elevation to the 
post of executive v.p. of NBC. Din- 
ner was given by all NBC station 
managers and owners in Trammell’s 
midwest division and they came 
from distances as far as the Dakotas, 
Texas, Colorado to be present at this 
testimonial. 

Trammell was presented with a 
platinum wrist-watch, inscribed fra- 
ternally, and huge scroll on which 
was voiced, at greater length, the 
sentiments of the assembled station 
men with whom Trammell has 
worked for the past 11 years as mid- 
west executive. 

Lenox Lohr, president of NBC, 
and M. H. Aylesworth, former NBC 

rexy, 


cordiality. 





Murray Bolen Producer 


For Jack Benny Program 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Murray Bolen assumes production 
of Jack Benny program after Jan. 
1 broadcast, succeeding Tom Har- 
rington, who goes east to head 


Young & Rubicam radio department. | 


Bolen has been aide on the show. 


Coca Cola on 108 


Coca-Cola is extending its spot 
campaign over 108 stations for an- 
other 52 weeks, starting Jan. 3. It’s 
three quarter hours a week, with 








Harry Frankel (Singin’ Sam) on the 


discs. 


World Broadcasting has the re-| 


cording job. 


both made the journey to. 
hi to join in the expressions of | 
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Facts Explode Many Myths | 


—Can’t Locate Those Al- | 
leged Gift Sets from Nazis 
—American Volume) 
Greater Than Other Coun- | 
tries—NBC Strictly Non-| 
Editorial, and Its News| 
Valued for That Reason | 





YANKEE ZIP 


to popular belief, the | 
surpasses in volume the | 


Contrary 
U. S. far 
Fascist countries in the field of in- 
ternational short-wave broadcasting. 
That is particularly true of service 


The Gift Supreme 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

President Roosevelt and three 
other Federal officials were 
presented with ‘television re- 
ceivers this week as promotion 
stunt by American Television 
Corp. of New York. They can’t 
be used since there’s no tele- 
vision. 

Besides the Executive Man- 
sion, homes of Interior Secre- 
tary Harold L., Ickes; Under- 
secretary of Interior: Ebert K. 
Burlew, and Presidential Secre- 
tary Marvin H. McIntyre were 
equipped. White House _ re- 
ceiver, which will also pick up 
longwave and shortwave radio 
broadcasts, was installed in a 
reception room on the second 
floor. 








the Reich and Italy is a growing | 
worry to the Hitler and Mussolini | 
governments. For, despite prevalent | 
notion, listening to short-wave} 

for- 


the Nazi or Fascist dictatorships. 

Not only does the U. S. overshadow 
both Germany and Italy combined in | 
total short-wave broadcast hours to | 
South America, but this preponder- | 
ance is notably great in the Spanish 
and Portuguese language programs— 
the sphere in which the possibility 


Peron & Flitcraft agency on the first |f Propaganda influence has been 
|most feared. 


Zivi goes into NP&F as an account | that U. S. short-wave is superior to 
exec and chieftain of the radio de- | 


However, the fact is 


German and Italian not only in ac-| 
(Continued on page 26) 


KS DICTATORS 


RCA Launches a Gawker’s Jamboree 


WW CHOATWAVING. With Live Talent for D. C. Visitors 





the Gridiron 


STILL HAS THE YEN 





Georgie Price, now a Wall St.) 
broker, has that radio comeback yen | 
and has bought 18 hours of time per 
week, for several weeks, dating from 
April 18 on WMCA. 
Comedian states he has a new ra- | 
dio commercial idea he will experi- 
ment with that way. 





Grignon Sets Zindler 


Milwaukee, Dec. 27. 


Fred E. Zindler is now WISN sales 


| manager. 
Gaston Grignon continues as sta- | 
tion manager. 








| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 








OF 


‘ARIETY 


ituswo ev every Arnerican 
‘s a right which broad- 
~t as one requiring 





nity be available 


Third of a Century 
Anniversary Number 


ut Next Week 
January 


| Order From Your Local Newsdealer Now 


Couglin ayyeared in front u woak)~ gu sign 
This is the smallest | KFKA (mora will be Robb’s aide, 


on Sunday. 


number in the four weeks since the’ WAAW, Om’? new sfignment y 
outlet banned the Detroit priest’s ad- | ager. 2 


+ 
Washington, Dec. 27. 
After being in the hick town cate- 
gory for years, the National Capi- 


| Carleton 


tion of U.S. short-wave programs in| WALL ST. GEO.’ PRICE | 


tal is growing up in the radio sense. 
Regular live-talent program—new 
experiment in good-will building by 
RCA—with studio audiences, tickets, 
and glad-handing debuted Wednesday 
(21). Half-hour variety show tagged 
‘Radio Center Openhouse’ spotted on 
WMAL at 8 to 8:30 Wednesdays. 

Personally chaperoned by Frank 
Mullen, vice-president in charge of 
public relations, RCA inaugurated its 
with a local favorite and an 
imported warbler, building the en- 
tertainment around the studio or- 
chesira. Well known as top-notch 
performer at such swank affairs as 
(journalistic top-hat 
fraternity) and White House Cor- 
respondents dinners, George O’Con- 
nor shared the focus with Virginia 
Rea. Difficult cast each week, with 
Smith, web’s Presidential 
announcer, in the emcee role. 

Possible forerunner of similar 
local shows on other NBC-owned and 
operated transmiiters. Chief object 
is to cash in on yokel-like curiosity 
which underlies apparent blase at- 
titude in political circles and impress 
the stream of visiting firemen who 
make entertaining visitors a major 
Washington industry. 

Around 100 gapers, including a few 
political bigwigs and newspaper 
| scribes, guzzled at RCA expense fol- 
| lowing the launching. 


HILDEGARDE'’S 
LOCAL WAXES 


| laimarsisimessieninn 


series 





U. S. Tire Co. will have its show 
| which starts on CBS Feb. 22 supple- 
| mented with a series of five-minute 
transcriptions. Latter will be a 
dealer proposition, with the account 
,furnishing the discs free and the 
, former buying his own time on local 
| stations. Cast on the stencilled enter- 
_tainment will consist of Hildegarde 
,and a Lynn Murray choir, both of 
| which are also set for the network 
, Stanza. 
The initial transcription series calls 
‘for 13 platters, with a schedule of 
one a week, 


MENSER, HERBERVAUX 
UPPED IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

With Sid Strotz, program depart- 
ment head of NBC here, moving up 
a: chief of the NBC midwest divi- 
_sion, replacing Niles Trammell, the 
program chair will be taken over 
by Clarence Menser, who has been « 
p-oduction supervisor for the local 
NBC organization. He’s been with 
NEC for about 10 years. 
l enser’s place as production head 
goes to Jules Herbervaux, his assist- 
ant for the past few years. Herber- 
vaux goes back to the beginninzs to 
redio in Chicago, and was particu- 
larly identified with KYW here as 
musical and p »%gram director. 


McGillvra Gets WSAR 


Joseph Hershey McGillvra has 
taken over the representation of 
WSAR, Fall River, Mass., which is 
| affiliated with the Mutual, Yankee 
‘and Colonial networks. 

Station operates at 1,000 watts. 

















Alec Robb’s Assistant 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Alex Robb is here from Chicago 
to head NBC artists service. He suc- 











ceeds Dema Harshbarger, resigned, 








*ureau rep. 
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Pay-as-You-Leave Clicks 
Philadelphia. | 

Pay -as - you - leave-if-you-like-it 
basis on which Harry Fried played | 
*Man to Remember’ at his Suburban 
last week proved highly successful. | 
Although not everyone stepped up 























people did to give him a better than 
average Tuesday, despite the fact 
that ‘it was pre-Xmas week. 

Fried tried the stunt because the 
RKO pic was getting swell word-of- 
mouth whever it was playing, but 
never did any business at any of the 
spots. He figured—and apparently 
rightly—that in such a case they’d 
be more willing to pay on the way 
out than the way in. 





Bob Gillham’s advertising depart- 


“streamlined for service.’ The first 
—can be read without clearing off 
the top of a desk. It’s 12x15, 
pages, including the covers, with no 
color work. Gillham describes it as 
a ‘down to earth sales manual,’ and 
that seems to be just about what it 
is—with synopsis, cast, credits, sales 
slants and cut on the front page, 
with 10 pages devoted to exploita- 


and six to accessories. 

The idea is practical. Frills are 
completely lacking. It may take 
time, though, to convince some ex- 
hibitors that a pressbook without 
half an acre of art work means it’s 
a ‘PB’ picture. 





Wollaston Shoots Works 


Harrisburg, Pa. 

E. G. Wollaston of the Victoria put 
Over a three-way street ballyhoo, 
radio and newspaper campaign on 
“Smashing the Spy Ring’ (Col). Ten 
mewsboys gave away 3,000 tabloid 
newspapers downtown opening day. 
This was followed by a Boys’ Club 
parade with band. Advance cam- 
aign included posting 40x60 in. en- 
argement of J. Edgar Hoover in 
front of theatre with tieup copy; free 
finger prints in theatre lobby; 2,000 
two-pound bags with tie-in copy 
from Murphy’s store; 85 silk badges 
worn by Woolworth girls; two girls 
calling telephone subscribers advis- 
ing them to see picture; Harrisburg 


to the b.o. on the way out, enough | 


Par’s ‘Streamlined’ Press Books | 


ment has turned out the first of 
Paramount’s new simplified press- 
books, recently announced as | 


one—on ‘Artists and Models Abroad’ | 
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tion, 11 to ad layouts, seven to mats | 


News Co. trucks carrying copy with 
Ace mag. 

On the radio Ed Rosenbaum, Co- 
lumbia exploiteer. was interviewed 
on WHP’s ‘Little Brown Book’ pro- 


ram: a contest with ticket prizes on | 


§ . 
John Kronhite’s WHP program; dail~ 
spot announcements on WKBO with 


| special plug on Paul Walker’s WKBO 


quiz program. 





Coach-Railroad Race 
A 45-mile race between one of the 
original Baltimore 
tives and an old stagecoach is sched- 


uled for today (Wednesday) starting 
at Cumberland, Md. The highway 
parallels the railroad. There will be 


three changes of horses. Billy Fergu- 
son cooked up the stunt as a tieup 
for M-G’s ‘Stand Up and Fight,’ 
based on the early history of the 
B. & O. 

The Chamber of Commerce at 
Cumberland and civic bodies paid 
for the stunt, the B. & O. furnished 
| the equipment and helped in the dis- 
tribution of 5,000 cards in stations 
and elsewhere. Newspapers in the 
|region have given plenty of space, 
and the newsreels have cooperated. 


Here’s a New One! 
St. Louis. 


Here’s a new one—publicity fac- | 


simile by air. 

It didn’t reach many people— 
there are only 30 receivi # sets in 
homes—but it was an idea. 
land brokerage offices, hotels and 
other spots are getting interested. 


Les Kaufman of Fanchon & Marco 
| looked over the first Post-Dispatch 
| nine-page newspaper sent out over 
station W9XZY 
needed film news and photcgraphs. 
| He hot-footed it around to the Post- 


Crooked Mile’ (Par) which was 
slated to open at the Ambassador 


issue of the first air paper. : 
Looks like a new field in the offing 
for film exploitation. 





College Boys Aid Stunt 
Atlanta. 


Theatre managers whose houses 
are near colleges or high schools 
with fraternities can use stunt 
worked by Hudson Edwards, mana- 
ger of Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox, in con- 
nection with ‘Brother Rat.’ 

Fox is practically around corner 
from Georgia Tech and Edwards in- 
| vited frat boys to build, in booths, 
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VICTORY TAKES SPACE 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. . 
Victory Pictures, headed by Sam 
Katzman, leased space at Progres- 
sive studios for interiors on the Tim 
McCoy starrer, ‘Code of the Cactus.’ 


*ewnver eeene 





- ‘ .: . ‘D: g | 
Dispatch with a still from. Ride a | Soo will furnish equipment for a 
| 





EXPLOITATION | 


& Ohio locomo- | 


| purchased site in Peoria, Ill., for new | 
$80,000 1.000-seater to augment the | 


Stores | 


and decided it | 


their ideas of what the living quar- 
ters of a college man should—or 
does—look like. 

Collegians had some novel ideas 


passing interest. Cost of stunt is 
measured by the best prices a man- 
ager can get on three loving cups— 
silver or otherwise. 

A good-sized lobby is required. 





Reaches Football Crowd 
Dallas. 


the Texas theatre, topped his ‘Cow- 


| boy and the Lady’ (UA) cempaign 
by using the Highland Park loud- 
speaker svstem between halves of 
the Highland Park - Gainesville 
championship football game to plug 
the film. Idea can be worked for 
other sports or big gatherings. En- 
tire receipts of the Interstate and 
Consolidated theatres were for 


refugee relief. 

Stations WRR used five daily plugs 
starting six davs in advance; KRLD 
(Times Herald-Columbia) used a 
transcription Tuesday and Friday 
morning, and WFAA (Daily News- 
NBC) used four daily plugs starting 
three days in advance and carrying 


Crindaw a f+ 
over ounGgay aivernoon. 








| Theatres—Exchanges 


St. Louis. 
L. E. Cord, Murray, Ky., has let 
contract for new house. 
Kerasotas Bros., Springfield, Il. 


Beverly in the same town. 

Ansell Bros., who recently ob- 
tained a new lease on Empress, St. 
Louis, reopened house after remodel- 
ing at cost of $20,000. 

About $25,000 will be spent re- 
modeling the Capitol, Waterloo, Ia. 

Mort Singer will modernize the 
Iowa. Waterloo, Ia., at estimated cost 
of $15,000. 

National Theatre Supply Co., St. 


400-seater in Jerseyville, Ill, and a 


| and landed a full page in the Dec. 8 | 650-seater in Quincy, Ill. 


Malco Theatres has started a new 
house in Jonesboro. 
Charles McMahon & Son, Padu- 


|cah, Ky., have been awarded con- 


tract for new theatre at Muray, Ky., 
| for L. E. Cord. 

Fred Wehrenberg has taken over 
Southway and Lemay, South St. 
| Louis. Leo Lau, Jr., is interested 
| in both. 

V. P. Moody, Mountain Grove, Mo., 
| to rebuild Cameo, recently damaged 
| by fire. 

Commonwealth Amusement Co., 
Columbia, Mo., headed by Mayor 
Rex Barrett, is making alterations. 

Riverview Theatre Corp. will erect 
| $90,000 1,000-seater in northern part 
of St. Louis. Fred J. Brinkmeyer 
represents corporation. 

North Side Theatre Co. has award- 
ed contract to Sol Abrams & Son. 
Construction Co. for $25,000 house 
on outskirts of St. Louis. 





Philadelphia. 

Allen Lewis, manager of the Dante 
Theatre, was named ‘Star’ (prez) of 
the Showmen’s Club here at last 
week’s election. Others chosen were 
Charles Beilan, ‘Stand-in’ (v.p.); 
Frank Hammerman, ‘Yes Man’ (sec- 
retary): Jack Little, financial seécre- 
tary; Dave Yaffe, counselor, and 
Mike Felt, Larry Mackey, Ray 
O’Rourke, and Bill Porter, members 
= i? board of producers (direc- 
ors). 

Stonehurst, shuttered several weeks 
for alterations, reopened. Owner is 
Charles Klang. 

WB Nixon, West Philadelphia, 
dark since early summer, reopened. 





} New Orleans. 

_Gaiety, one of oldest nabes in con- 
tinuous operation, will celebrate sil- 
ber jubilee Jan. 15, when newly- 
remodeled house is opened. The 
theatre opened in 1913 by Joseph 
Convertie, has been operated by 
Nick Evola and Frank Ruffino since 
1934. During most of its history the 
subsequent run Gaiety has changed 
programs daily, and has charged 10- 
l5c. Seats 850. 





San Francisco. 

George N. Montgomery, special 
rep of Grand National Pictures, has 
taken over management of the local 
exchange, replacing H. Bradley Fish, 
resigned. Montgomery was for years 
owner of the All-Star Features ex- 
change in Los Angeles. 





Detroit. 
Dave Martin and Ted Hathaway, 
ex-Michigan theatre here, named 
managers of houses in Southern Cal- 
ifornia, operated by Fox “Jest Coast 
theatres. Martin now piloting the 
Paramount, Hollywood. 





Schenectady, N. Y. 
Joseph Shure, manager of State, 
Schenectady, shifted 10 Albany office 
of Fabian circuit as chief booker 
for its upstate links. Guy A. Graves 
his successor at State. 





Los Angeles, 
Kurt Laemmle bought the Glas- 
sell theatre, Eagle Rock, and will 
operate it along with his recent pur- 
chace, the Franklin, 





Fred McFadden, publicity man for | 


and their efforts drew more than, 





land will hit a new 








B’way Legit O’Kay 
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noon, ‘Sing Out the News’ 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday.’ 
‘Blossom Time’ lists four matinees, 
but is not rated for important coin, 
having a pop scale and bargain 
tickets. 
9 Shows for Struight Plays 

Nearly 
holding to nine performance sched- 
ule, exceptions being ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ which has four matinees, 
high, also ‘Out- 


ward Bound.’ Because of its juve- 


and these precincts than in the vicinity 
Revival of | of Treasure Island. 


all the straight plays are | 


visitors to the expo up north will 
pause longer and spend more in 





Philly in a Spot 
Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
What’s going to happen New 
Year’s eve, with Pennsy’s strict Sun- 
day laws prohibiting sale of liquor 


after midnight on Saturdays, is the 


lbig problem currently annoying 
Philly nitery operators. 
Couple of the late spot owners 


'asked Mayor Wilson and the Liquor 


nile draw, ‘What a Life’ is playing | 


every afternoon but has been cut- 
rated for some time. Standouts like 
‘Abe Lincoln,’ the dramatic leader, 


‘Oscar Wilde’ are playing one 
Newcomers ar- 


and 
extra performance, 


|riving during the week are playing 


regulation performances and mostly 


| using usual scales for the Eve. 


‘Hamlet,’ in fuli length version, 
the only success which will not play 
an added performance during the 
holiday week. Because of its run- 
ning time, more than six times 
weekly is hardly possible. 
the ’Eve showing will be $4.40 top. 

Just Fair in N. Y. 


The three-day Xmas 
downbeat augurs mildly for New 
Year’s biz in New York, chiefly be- 
cause of the Sunday curfew hour of 
no music after 3 a. m. Reservations 
are coming in all over in a pretty 
good ratio, and quite favorably com- 


. 
- 
45 


anticipated last-minute rush is in the 
laps of chance. 
last year, when a spot like the Para- 
dise was taking Eve reservations 
from 9 a.m. on, on Dec 31, the same 
thing will occur this 3lst. 

The 3 a. m. curfew for drinking 
isn’t as much a worry as is the 
dansapation, because once the music 
stops the tempo in the joints must 
subside. It’s all been figured out, of 
course, that lockers for storage of 
beverages, advance orders for buck- 
ets of wine, the ‘bottle club’ gag (as 
done in London) and other little 
wrinkles could well get around the 
law against selling after 3 a. m. But 
the music thing is something else 
again. 

Chief bugaboo, of course, when the 
joints talk about ‘fixing’ things with 
the local precincts, is not what the 
civil authorities might do, but what 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
board could do, if it chose to get 
technical. Revocation or suspension 
of liquor licenses is the prime bogey- 
man to the boys, if ever tempted to 
get out of bounds. 

To the many gadgets used as biz 
getters on New Year’s Eve, the 
Tower hotel, in Brooklyn, has sched- 
uled a filming of its entire shindig. 
The takes will be screened later by 
request. The recorded antics of its 
patrons will be projected on sub- 
sequent nights when the requests 
total 10 or more customers, 





Coast Looks Big 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

On the ragged edge for the past 
few months for reasons undéter- 
mined, night club biz is due for a 
brisk spurt over the holiday week- 
end and operators have stocked up 
for the three-day killing, hoping: to 
wipe out some of the accrued deficit. 
What happens after that is more 
apprehensive than conjectural. Come 
what may, the entrepreneurs will 
see the New Year in with tongues 
in cheek. 

Tariff for the big night is slightly 
off bumper years. Highest tap is 
$12.50 a head which Earl Carroll is 
getting for his new spot. Cocoanut 
Grove, Trocadero, Biltmore Bowl, 
Victor Hugo and Beverly Wilshire 
have scaled the bite down to a 10- 
spot. In former years these inns got 
as high as $15 for a night of revelry 
in their grottoes. Most of the lesser 
and smaller sites are asking $5 and 
$7.50. 

Checkup of the first string niteries 
indicates little lack of enthusiasm 
among the celebrants. Never in for- 
mer years has it looked like such a 
cinch sellout. The big night, com- 
ing as it does with two days of grace 
to get back in shape for the job, in- 
sures a heavy turnout. On top of 
that there'll be thousands of out-of- 
towners around for the Rose Bowl 
game in Pasadena, which will be 
fought out on Monday. And if any 
other incentive is needed there'll be 
a goodly mob of spenders in from 
the east for the Santa Anita race 
meet, which gets going Dec. 31 for 
three months of fancy stepping. 

Most of the night spots will try 
to hang on for a few months to cut 
it on the biz attracted by the Frisco 
fair, which is unveiled Feb. 12. Lo- 





cals are pretty generally agreed that 


parable to the dawn of '38, but the | 


Control Board for opinions on the 
matter last week, which the ma- 
jority of other operators feel was 
a tactical] error. On the spot, be- 


|cause the Saturday shuttering hour 


lis actually part of the law, not 
merely a police regulation, officials 
had no choice but to issue state- 


Scale for | 





ments that New Year’s eve must not 
differ from other Saturday nights. 

It is the general opinion that had 
no questions been asked, everyone 
could have gone quietly ahead and 
remained open as late as he chose 
without official cognizance being 
taken. 

With the nitery season here this 
year the worst since repeal, spots are 


weekend | highly dependent on what they do 


New Year’s eve. Reservations to 


|date are below past years, although 


tariffs are approximately the same, 
Arcadia - International and Jack 
Lynch’s are demanding $7.50 per 
person cover charge, which includes 
supper, while Benny the Bum’s levy 


| to } sme ue s ar 
The hope is that, as| is $6. Most of the smaller spots are 


asking $3 to $5 fees. 





Mpls. Leblangs Rates 
Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 

Taking cognizance of slack times 
and tightened purses, local night 
clubs have reduced their New Year's 
eve prices. Despite drop, however, 
advance reservations are consider- 
ably off from past few years. Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, Twin 
Citys’ class spot, is charging $6 per 
person, including dinner and music 
by Joe Reichman’s orchestra. Last 
year the tariff was $7, but a pint of 
imported champagne was tossed in, 

The same hotel’s grand ballroom 
advertises a $4 dinner and entertaine- 
ment by Red Nichols. 

Other of the class spots have minl- 
mums ranging from $1 to $5. Vast 
majority of niteries are advertising 
no cover charge or minimum... Only 
stage shows in town New Year's eve 
are Ethel Barrymore in ‘White Oaks’ 
at the Lyceum and pop vaudeville 
at the Palace. The Orpheum ‘is en- 
tirely without stage entertainment. 





D. C., Annapolis Woos Balto Biz 
Baltimore, Det. 27. 
Plenty of squawking here by local 
showmen about effect of Sunday 
closing laws on New Year’s Eve fes- 
tivities. Because of Saturday night 
curfew for theatres at midnight and 
niteries at 2 a.m., year-end whoopee 
will have to take an early powder 
unless Police Commissioner Robt. 
Stanton softens up on present atti 
tude. Requests of theatres for per- 
mission to run midnight shows have 
been turned down with positive as- 
sertion that niteries will also have 
to adhere stricly to the 2 a.m, bell. 
Newspapers have gone to town in 
an effort to liberalize edict against 
theatres pointing out incongruity of 
nor-drinking, non-stepping revelers 
with a half a buck to invest in New 
Year celebration, being shunted off 
to bed, while gayer elements of freer 
spending propensities getting a two- 
hour edge for more hectic doings. 
Néarby towns, particularly Wash- 
ington and Annapolis, advertising for 
local trade and pointing out their 
advantages for stayouts and local 
amusement peddlers are doing a 
considerable burn. 





Symphony in Discord 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Suit to recover two musical shorts 
was filed by I. M. Nobel in superior 
court against Symphonic Films, Inc., 
Frederick Feher, Edward Pavaroff, 
Egon Brecher and the William Lab- 
oratory. 

Pictures, ‘Beethoven’s Concerto’ 
and part two of ‘The Unfinished 
Symphony’ are in possession of the 
Williams lab. 
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Wallerstem Heads C 


Frank Walker May Also Jom Firm’ 


sails eam +> 


Edward Wallerstein has handed in 
his resignation as sales manager of 
RCA Victor to become president of 
the American Record Co., which 
CBS recently acquired. Frank Wal- 
ker, manager of NBC’s transcription 
division, also holds a contract mak- 
ing him a v.p. and recording chief of 
CBS’ new enterprise but the ques- 
tion of his putting his own signature 
to the paper or remaining with the 
RCA combine had not been settled 
at press time yesterday (Tuesday). 
He was slated at the time to confer 
with G. K. Throckmorton, president 
of RCA Manufacturing Co., in Cam- 
den. 

Wallerstein stated yesterday (Tues- | 
day) that he would defer for a few 
days the announcement of the date 
for his taking over as ARC prez. In 
a way it’s a return to an old associa- | 
tion for Wallerstein. Before joining 
Victor he was sales manager for 
Brunswick Records, one of the labels | 
now in the American Record group. | 


WJR BONUSES — 
STAFF WITH 107, 


—— 








Detroit, Dec. 27. 

Following custom, WJR played the | 
whiskered fella to its employees at 
the annual Xmas party last Wednes- 
day (21), dishing a flat 10% bonus 
to all staff members. Total bonus 
figured to have touched $25,000. 

In addition to the- annual party in 
the Recess Club, which for the first 
time barred the press, station also 
tossed a special party for teen-age 
kids of WJR employees. Rufus, of 
Rufus and Mandy ether team, 
played Santa to 68 kids, who were 
dined and entertained with films, | 
etc., while their mammas sipped | 
cocktails in an adjoining room. | 
| 








HONOR NILES TRAMMELL 


Colleagues Plus Aylesworth ved 
Exec on Eve of Move 








Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Perhaps the greatest testimonial 
dinner in the history of midwest 
radio was tendered Niles Trammell, 
local NBC chieftain, at the Drake | 
hotel to salute his elevation to the 
post of executive v.p. of NBC. Din- 
ner was given by all NBC station 
managers and owners in Trammell’s 
midwest division and they came 
from distances as far as the Dakotas, | 
Texas, Colorado to be present at this 
testimonial. 

Trammell was presented with a 
platinum wrist-watch, inscribed fra- 
ternally, and huge scroll on which 
was voiced, at greater length, the 
sentiments of the assembled station 
men with whom Trammell has 
worked for the past 11 years as mid- 
west executive. . 

Lenox Lohr, president of NBC, 
and M. H. Aylesworth, former NBC 

rexy, both made the journey to. 

hi to join in the expressions of 
cordiality. 





Murray Bolen Producer 


For Jack Benny Program 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Murray Bolen assumes production 
of Jack Benny program after Jan. 
1 broadcast, succeeding Tom Har- 
Trington, who goes east to head 
Young & Rubicam radio department. | 
Bolen has been aide on the show. 


Coca Cola on 108 


Coca-Cola is extending its spot 
campaign over 108 stations for an- 
other 52 weeks, starting Jan. 3. It’s 
three quarter hours a week, with 
Harry Frankel (Singin’ Sam) on the 
discs. 

World Broadcasting has the re- 
cording job. 








| rector, and Ray Buffum, scripter. 
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Wives Tell 


Seattle, Dec. 27. 

‘Radio widows’ (wives of men 
in the broadcasting business), 
was the subject of interviewer 
Peter Lyman on KJR. 

Wife’s slant on what the 
business is like, and what being 
a ‘radio widow’ means was told 
by three wives—Mrs. Salesman 
Joe Hiddleston, Mrs. Chief 
Spieler Hal Wolf and Mrs. Pro- 
ducer Bill Gavin. 


ROBINSON, TREVOR 10. 
N. Y. FOR FRESHENING ©: © 


Fascist pric in the field of in- 
| te tio short-wave broadcasting. 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. erertnet : et yes 


Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’ | That is particularly true of service 
| broadcast goes east-to-west for toree | to South America. 
or four weeks after first of the year.| Furthermore, the increasing recep- 
| Making the trip with Robinson will | tion of U. S. short-wave programs in 
| be Claire Trevor, Producer Clark | the Reich and Italy is a growing 
| Andrews, Fran Frey, |worry to the Hitler and Mussolini | 


: | governments. For, despite prevalent | 
Reason ior trek to Gotham is to) notion, listening to short-wave | 


get fresh ideas and look in on the |}roadcasts from abroad is not for- 
new shows. | bidden and cannot be eliminated by 


Facts Explode Many Myths | 
—Can’t Locate Those Al- 
leged Gift Sets from Nazis 
—American Volume 
Greater Than Other Coun- | 
tries—NBC Strictly Non-| 
Editorial, and Its News : 
Valued for That Reason | 


YANKEE ZIP 


| ee 














to popular belief, the 
surpasses in volume the 





musical di- 





Walter Zivi Heads Radio 


| 


| the Nazi or Fascist dictatorships. 

| Not only does the U. S. overshadow 

|b both Germany and Italy combined in 

total short-wave broadcast hours to | 


| For Newby-Peron Agency | 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Walter Zivi has resigned from the 
Selviair agency as account exec- 
utive and moves over to the Newby- 


|South America, but this preponder- | 
lance is notably great in the Spanish 
land Portuguese language programs— 
| the sphere in which the possibility 
Peron & Flitcraft agency on the first | of propaganda influence has been 
of the year. most feared. However, the fact is 

Zivi goes into NP&F as an account | | that U. S. short-wave is superior to 
exec and chieftain of the radio de- 


partment. | (Continued on page 26) 


|German and Italian not only in ace | 








The Gift Supreme 


Washiz.eton, Dec. 27. 

President Roosevelt and three 
other Federal officials were 
presented with ‘television re- 
ceivers this week as promotion 
stunt by American Television 
Corp. of New York. They can’t 
be used since there’s no tele- 
vision. 

Besides the Executive Man- 
sion, homes of Interior Secre- 


IN cuARTWIN With Live Talent for D.C. Visitors | 








Washington, Dec. 27. 
in the hick town ecate- 
the National Capi- 


After being 
gory for years, 
tal is growing up in the radio sense, 
Regular live-talent program—new 
experiment in good-will building by 
RCA—with studio audiences, tickets, 
and giad-handing debuted Wednesday 
(21). Half-hour variety show tagged 
‘Radio Center Openhouse’ spotted on 
WMAL at 8 to 8:30 Wednesdays. 

Personally chaperoned by Frank 


Mullen, vice-president in charge of 
tary Harold L.. Ickes; Under- public -diktions. RCA inaugurated its 
secretary of interior mvert RK. series with a local favorite and an 
Burlew, and Presidential Secre- imported warbler, building the en- 
sory. Marvin H. Mcintyre = tertainment around the studio or- 
equipped. White House re- | chestra, Well known as top-notch 
ceiver, which will also pick up | 


longwave and shortwave radio 
broadcasts, was installed in a 
reception room on the second 
floor. 








broker, 


“WALL ST. GEO.’ PRICE 
STILL HAS THE YEN 





Georgie Price, now a Wall 


St. 
has that radio comeback yen 


| performer 

| “Serre 
the Gridiron 

| fraternity ) 


swank affairs as 
(journalistic top-hat 
and White House Cor- 
respondents dinners, George O’Con- 
nor shared the focus with Virginia 
Rea. Difficult cast each week, with 
Carleton Smith, web’s Presidential 
announcer, in the emcee role. 
Possible forerunner of _ similar 
local shows on other NBC-owned and 
operated transmitters. Chief object 
is to cash in on yokel-like curiosity 
which underlies apparent blase at- 
titude in political circles and impress 


at such 


4 
— 


Sas. 


U.S.A. OUT-TALKS DICTATORS) 


ie 





the stream of visiting firemen who 
make entertaining visitors a major 
Washington industry. 

Around 100 gapers, including a few 


and has bought 18 hours of time per 
week, for several weeks, dating from 
April 18 on WMCA. | 

Comedian states he has a new ra- | 





Grignon Sets Zindler 


dio commercial idea he will experi- 
ment with that way. 


Milwaukee, Dec. 27. 


Fred E. Zindler is now WISN sales | 
manager. 


political bigwigs and newspaper 
| scribes, guzzled at RCA expense fol- 
lowing the launching. 





HILDEGARDES 


Gaston Grignon continues as sta- | 


‘tion manager. 
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Third of a Century 
Anniversary Number 


ut Next Week 
January 4 


Order From Your Local Newsdealer Now 


LOCAL WAXES 


U. S. Tire Co. will have its show 

| which starts on CBS Feb. 22 supple- 
| mented with a series of five-minute 
transcriptions. Latter will be a 
dealer proposition, with the account 
furnishing the discs free and the 
_ former buying his own time on local 
stations. Cast on the stencilled enter- 
'tainment will consist of Hildegarde 
| and a Lynn Murray choir, both of 
| which are also set for the network 
' stanza. 

The initial tcanseriptiod series calls 
'for 13 platters, with a schedule of 

one a week, 


MENSER, HERBERVAUX 
UPPED IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

With Sid Strotz, program depart- 
ment head of NBC here, moving up 
a: chief of the NBC midwest divi- 
sion, replacing Niles Trammell, the 
program chair will be taken over 
by Clarence Menser, who has been 
p-oduction supervisor for the local 
‘NBC organization. He’s been with 
NEC for about 10 years. 

ft enser’s place as production head 
goes to Jules Herbervaux, his assist- 
ant for the past few years. Herber- 
vaux goes back to the beginnins to 
redio in Chicago, and was particu- 
larly identified with KYW here as 
musical and p »gram director. 


McGilivra Gets WSAR 


Joseph Hershey McGillvra has 
taken over the representation of 
WSAR, Fall River, Mass., which is 
‘affiliated with the Mutual, Yankee 
and Colonial networks. 

Station operates at 1,000 watts. 

















Alec Robb’s Assistant 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Alex Robb is here from Chicago 
to head NBC artists service. He suc- 





ceeds Dema Harshbarger, resigned. 
Rocamora will be Robb’s aide. 
\.the new alignment was 

ureau rep. 
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Charity Promotion Won't Give 
| 15% to Actors; Much Telegraphing 











PROMOTE RADIO GAME 


Withycomb, Stewart, Cormier Re- 
ported Pushing New Stunt 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
Three former Philly radio execs 
are reported organizing a firm to 








’ market a new type of game to be 
to et é e ax _played via radio and perhaps in 
theatres. Game would entail pur- 





San Francisco, Dec. 27. 


Because a cut of 15% of the re- 
ceipts of the New Year’s Shrine 
East-West charity football game was 
demanded by the Theatre Authority 
if any gratis appearances were made 
by professional entertainers at the 
free annual pre-game rally in the 
War Memorial Opera House last 
Thursday night (22), guest  per- 
formers were limited to members of 
the local musicians’ union. 


entertainers, including Sally Rand, 
mow at the Music Box: Beverly 


Bemis from the Bal Tabarin, come- 


Several | 


dians Leo Cleary and Ken Gillum, | 


singer-pianist Judy Deane, the Mexi- 


Gonzales, and John Wolfe and Clar- 
ence Hayes, song and patter duo, all 
of the KPO and KGO staff, had 
‘volunteered’ their services for the 
rally. 

AFRA Request 

Vie Connors, secretary of the lo- 
cal chapter of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, contacted 
execs of Theatre Authority in Holly- 
wood for permission for the gratis 
appearances and was advised that 
because Los Angeles Shriners had 
failed to fulfill a contract entered 
into with Theatre Authority last 
year, no cuffo entertainment would 
be permitted at the local rally. An 
appeal was made to Lawrence Tib- 
bett, president of the American 
Guild of Musical Artists, for a spe- 
cial concession in this instance, but 
he apparently refused permission 
unless 15% of the proceeds from the 
game were turned over to Theatre 
Authority. Since that would repre- 
sent some $15,000 or more, the deal 
was nixed by the Shriners. 

Musicians’ union, Local No. 6, 
however, gave its members permis- 
sion to participate in the rally with- 
out fee. Rex and Von Gallion, 
guitarists of KPO and KGO, and 
Earl Teasdale’s group of cowboy 
musicians appeared. 

Shrine and civic biggies, coaches 
and members of both the East and 
the West teams, and Shrine vocal 
and instrumental units participated 
in the three-hour rally, the first 
hour of which was aired locally over 
KYA, the second over KGO, and the 
final portion over the NBC-Blue web 
on the Coast. Manager Lloyd E. 
Yoder, of KGO and KPO, was chair- 
man in charge of the rally. 

Grid battle (2) at Kezar Stadium 
here will be described by sports- 
caster Doug Montell over a coast- 
to-coast Mutual network of 77 sta- 
tions, with the Associated Division 
of the Tide Water Associated Oil 
Company bankrolling the broadcast 
over the Mutual-Don Lee chain on 
the Coast, including 30 stations. 





Toronto Star’s Cuffo Show 
Toronto, Dec. 27. 


Curious anomaly whereby the 
Toronto Star tossed out its daily 
radio column and all publicity re- 
garding programs, artists, etc., and 
then sought the aid of radio to bol- 
ster its Santa Claus Fund in aid of 
the city’s destitute children, was evi- 
dent here when radio talent an- 
swered the newspaper’s SOS and 
netted nearly $7,000 in a broadcast 


ap 
Three orchestras of Percy Faith, 


M44 
‘y Carroll Lucas and Horace Lapp, to- 


talling 84 men, were permitted by 
the Toronto Musical Protective As- 
sociation to give their services free. 
Their total payroll for the night 
would have been $3,783. CBL, 
CKCL and CBY, Toronto, collected 
their line charges for Ontario cov- 
erage. 
Casual 

Star was Orson Welles who flew 
from New York to Toronto to appear 
on the broadcast because he is a pal 
of Sidney Freifeld, New York cor- 
respondent for the paper. En route 
to the 1,200-seater Eaton Auditorium, 
also donated, Welles bought a 98c 
copy of Shakespeare, ripped out 
Richard III, and pasted up some of 
the excerpts before stepping cold to 
the mike. 

Other highlight was the presence 


of Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, physician 
to the Dionne Quins, who was radio- 
_ interviewed. Two of Deanna Dur- 
| bin’s dresses were auctioned; ditto 
- two dolls autographed by Dr. Dafoe 
. and 60 photographs of the Di-~ - - 
also carrying the Dafoe ~ 


Talent included Sir 


| lian, conductor of the Toronto Sym- 


phony, who played a couple of or- 
gan numbers; Ernest Seitz, who 
played his own ‘World Is Waiting for 
the Sunrise’ to the symphonic back- 
ground arranged by Percy Faith; the 
Hamburg Trio; Scott Malcolm and 
Reginald Godden, two-plano team; 
the Aeolian Quartet; Frances James. 
Louise King, Jean Haig, Frosia 


Gregorash, sopranos; Jimmie Shields, | 


Todd Russell, 
Quartet; 


Dave Davies, tenors: 


the Northeraire 


Last Star fund broadcast, with 


Toronto-born Mary Pickford in as | 
can comedienne and singer, Consuelo | guest-star, netted $6,600. 





| 


DROP-OUT TIME 


FOR FURNITURE 
AND FURS 





the | 
| Rhythmettes; the Swing Sing Trio; | 
the Ragamuffins. | 


| dramatics. 


| chase of time by the new outfit. 
| Organizers are Don Withycomb, 
Jack Stewart, both formerly WFIL, 
and Al Cormier, formerly WIP. 


Star-Loaded 
Already, Show 
Adds Colman 


Holiywood, Dec. 27. 








Newest addition to galaxy of film 


| names on new Kellogg show is Ron- 
ald Colman, who for years has re- 
sisted commercial commitments to 
radio. Likely that he will emcee 
the colossal in addition to partici- 
gating in the round table and 
The Foursome, singers, 
were also signed last week. 

Previously set on the program, 
which tees up Jan. 18, are Carole 
Lombard, Cary Grant, Lawrence 
Tibbett and the Marx brothers. Tony 
Stanford produces. 





Hollywood, Dec. 27. 





Independent transmitters in New 
York are currently experiencing 
their annual cessation of commer- 
cials during Christmas week. Sus- 
pensions apply only to the product 
of certain sponsors which don’t sell 
during the holidays. The no broad- 
casting period is written into the 


Lawrence Tibbett has been signed 
for Kellogg airshow. 

Appears every Sunday until con- 
cert season v hen he’ll take time out. 





‘David Harum’ to Coast 
For B. T. Babbitt Acct. 





time contracts and begins a week 
prior to Yuletide and ends as a rule 
on Jan. 1. 


Two heaviest eliminators of time 
this year are furniture and fur dis- 
pensers. Reason for cancellations 
by the former is apparent, few buy 
furniture at this time of year, but 
the thought behind dropping fur 
plugs is vague. All indies are con- 
cerned with time lost ranging from 
two and a half hours daily on WNEW 
to a smaller loss on others such as 
WEVD, WINS, etc. 


Hedda Hopper for Prunes 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


Hedda Hopper will tell about 
Hollywood discoveries on a tran- 
scription series being produced by 
Lord and Thomas for the California 
prune industry. : 

Fred Runyon is writing the 
scripts. Platters are for eastern 
stations. 








‘David Harum’ serial (B. T. Bab- 
bitt, Inc.) will get its first hearing in 
the San Francisco and Los Angeles 
areas by way of wax Jan 9. It’s an 
NBC release otherwise. 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert is the 
agency. 


Larry Nixon, the Expert 


Larry Nixon, press agent of 
WNEW, N. Y., is a travel expert on 
the side. Had a book on tramp 
steamers published recently by Little 
Brown. 

Now has a piece on ‘The Advan- 
tage of Trailer Life’ in the Old 
Farner’s Almanac of Boston, 











WTAM Office Romance 
Cleveland, Dec. 27. 

Hal Metzger, program director of 
WTAM, was married Christmas Day 
ee O., to Mildred Fun- 
nell, 

She’s secretary to Vernon Pribble, 
station manager. 








Charity Pressure 


Greatest at Xmas 





10 ‘Worthy’ Orgs Presented Problem in Philly— 
Health Council’s Showmanship 





Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 


Philly outlets are heaving sighs of 
relief now that Christmas is over, 
for they’ve just passed through one 
of the heaviest cuffo time-begging 
grabs in local radio history. No less 
than 10 organizations, all of them 
worthy, were asking for time. Sta- 
tion managers, appreciative of the 
good causes and the ill-will that can 
be engendered if one group gets 
time and another doesn’t, tried hard 
to give them all a break. Included 
were Salvation Army, YMCA, United 
Campaign, Red Cross, City Charter 
Committee, National Health Council 
and Associated Hospitals. 


With commercials heavier due to 
Xmas, the cuffo spots made neces- 
Sary even more extensive juggling of 
programs than ordinarily. WFIL par- 
tially solved the problem by giving 
a daily series tagged ‘Design for Giv- 
ing,’ in which one charity was 
plugged each day and all the others 
were mentioned. Charity of the day 
was invited to have a rep give a 
short talk, and an_ eight-minute 
dramatization of its work was given. 


Seals Speed Up 





Practically all of the time-seekere 


of variations are used. Leader in 
this is the Health Council, which an- 
nually puts on the Christmas Seal 
sale. It uses radio time all the year 
round, but speeds up before Christ- 
mas. Under the direction of John 
E. Kieffer it got 16% hours of cuffo 
time between Nov. 21 and Dec. 25. 
| Stations donating it were WIP, 
WCAU, KYW, WFIL, WDAS and 
WPEN. 

Kieffer’s plug technique is entirely 
different from most of the other 
agencies which want time. He builds 
regular shows, as though they were 
for commercial accounts, merely get- 
ting his plug in at beginning and 
/end. Among shows he puts on is 
‘The Health Forum’ on WCAU, in 
which two physicians and two lay- 
men have a roundtable; ‘By Candle- 
light,” poetry and choral singing, on 
WFIL; ‘Old World Reveries’ on 
WPEN, which has a large lingual 
audience; quiz show burlesquing all 
other quiz shows, on WDAS, and 
‘Sunday at Twilight,’ choral group, 
on WIP. 

One of Kieffer’s shows has been 
on WPEN for 42 consecutive weeks, 
many others have been on nearly 
that long. All talent is donated and 

“c-* GY the Mu- 
him to use 








Remodel CBS Playhouse 


NY. 





Need Bigger Stage for Super-Broadcasts of Ethyl and 
U. S. Tire—Takes 4th House 





——— 





A New Combine? 





Much speculation around New 
York during the past week by 
the report that a newly organ- 
ized syndicate is preparing to 
take over the Farnsworth radio 
and television patents as well as 
the Capehart automatic disc ma- 
chine patents. Report also had 
it that the syndicate -was inter- 
ested in taking over the manu- 
facturing plant of the Household 
Utilities Corp. (Grunow). 

Same report pointed to a per- 
son high in the official roster of 
RCA as siated to head up this 
new enterprise for the manufac- 
ture of combination machines 
and phonograph records. 


FARNSWORTH 
PRIMES STOCK 
REORG 


Sacramento, Dec. 27. 

Intention of Farnsworth Televi- 
sion, Inc., to engage in manufactur- 
ing and other activities was an- 
nounced Dec. 20 in a letter to stock- 
holders requesting approval of a re- 
organization plan that includes an 
initial refinancing to the extent of 
2,000,000 shares of $1 par value com- 
mon stock. Proposals to stockholders, 
following a meeting by Farnsworth 
directors in San Francisco, Dec. 19, 
open the way not only to its ad- 
vent as a manufacturing and possib- 
ly even broadcasting, but to the 
amalgamation with other comple- 
mentary television and radio inter- 
ests as desirable. 

Specifically, Farnsworth is asking 
its stockholders to assent to transfer 
of all assets and their equity posi- 
tion into the new company, upon the 
basis of receipt of 46 shares of the 
new company’s stock for each share 
of the present company held. Two- 
thirds assent of the 15,000 outstand- 
ing shares is required and will be 
taken by proxy. Directors of the 
new company will then be wholly 
free to conclude negotiations which 
have been in progress as they find 
desirable. 

These negotiations, although not 
yet disclosed, have commonly been 
understood to include acquisition of 
a substantial interest in return for 
rights and patents by a major radio 
company and also for additional 
financing under Kuhn, Loeb aus- 
pices. 

New company, recently chartered 
in Delaware, is set up with an au- 
thorized capital of 2,000,000 of $1 par 
value shares. Of these 690,000 
would immediately be issued to the 
present company for distribution to 
its stockholders at the indicated 
ratio. As all assets and cash of the 
present company, with the exception 
of certain reorganization costs, are 
designed to be transferred, and as 
Farnsworth Television, Inc., shares 
have been traded over-counter at 
$300 a share and upward, the posi- 
tion would give an early indicated 
equivalent market value on the new 
shares of $7 or more. 


Joan Crawford Gulf’s 1st 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Joan Crawford leads off as guest 
star on the first Hollywood Guild- 
Gulf show Jan. 8. 
Tom Lewis produces for Young & 
Rubicam. 




















Bill Stern on Good News 

While out on the Coast to air the 
Rose Bowl football game New Year’s 
Day, Bill Stern, sports Spieler on 
radio and newsreels, does two guest 
air shots. Stern leaves today (28) 
and will be on the Metro Good News 
show tomorrow (29) and the special 
NBC all star airing New Year’s 
Day. 

Announcer flies back. east Jan. 3. 





Rose Marie given an additional 
NBC-Red spot on Wednesday nights 





at 6:30. d been gettin 
cn Mon att getting only one 





Columbia has shut down its Play- 
house No. 1 in West 45th street while 
its making some extensive alterations 
on the stage and acoustics setup. Job 
had primarily been instigated by the 
need for taking care of a couple of 
big cast shows which are slated to 
start on the network in the near 
future. Programs concerned, Ethyl 
and U. S. Tire, will use orchestra 
and choir combinations of from 70 
to 100 persons. 

Part of the theatre's stage is be- 
ing ripped out so that the platform 
can be extended over what has been 
the first five rows of seats. Because 
of previous obligations CBS cannot 
assign either of these two newcomer 
programs to its largest studio-the- 
atre, Playhouse No. 3. Columbia 
yesterday (Tuesday) leased a fourth 
ex-legit house for studio purposes, 
It’s the Ambassador in West 49th 
street. 

U. S. Tire show, with Hildegarde, 
Raymond Paige and a Lynn Murray 
choir, will be directed by Louis 
Dean, head of Campbell-Ewald’s 
New York radio department. It 
debuts Feb. 22. Rather than get into 
any legal complications with Uni- 
versal Pictures the program will not 
use the title, ‘100 Men and Hilde- 
garde,’ as originally intended. The 
producer had indicated that such 


permission would be extended upon - 


the payment of $1,000 for a three- 
year term but while CBS legalites 
were studying the document word 
came from Hollywood that the pro- 
posed deal was off. Universal's in- 
terest in the title stems from its 
own use of ‘100 Men and a Girl’ in 
a production with Deanna Durbin 
and Leopold Stokowski. 


ALL EQUAL 
BEFORE BAN 


we 


Detroit, Dec. 27. 


Consensus among local stations is 
that they don’t give much of a hoot 
whether three local dailies ever re- 
instate banned radio columns and 
publicity. Their ether stuff was 
dropped by News, Times (Hearst) 
and Free Press last August. 


Only radio dope now published 
by local sheets consists of listings, 
in agate, and an occasional promo- 
tion piece by News, which owns 
WWJ, and by the Times on its 
American Weekly dramatizations. 

General idea among local stations 
is that they haven’t lost any listeners 
(they hope) and that now all sta- 
tions are on a par as far as publicity 
goes, with no station receiving spe- 
cial boosts because of tieups, promo- 
tional or otherwise. ll stations, 
since demise of free blurbs, have 
been plugging own programs with 
several ether shots daily, plus an 
occasional program review broad- 
cast and trae ads in sheets, 


Philly Town Meeting 
To Air Cuffo on WFIL 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

WFIL, which has been toying for 
more than a year with the idea of 
airing a town meeting but has al- 
ways been stymied by the problem 
of b.r.ing it, will finally start a week- 
ly series from the Manufacturers’ 
Club auditorium on Jan. 23. Tie- 
up has been made with a new group, 
Town Meeting, Inc. financed by 
several public spirits, which will 
handle the coin problem. WFIL will 
donate lines and time, while the 
Town Meeting group will take care 
of the auditorium and literature. 

: Meetings will be patterned on the 
lines of NBC’s, 











NEW BRITAIN’S NEW FACES 
New Britain, Conn., Dec. 27. 

Payroll of WNBC, now fulltime, 
NBC-Blue and with a new branch in 
Hartford, upped with hiring of Wil- 
liam Williams, formerly in Massa- 
chusetts radio, as commercial attache; 
Robert Sheridan, announcer; Truman 
Craine, ex-WMAS, Springfield, and 
Nelson Aikens, Westfield, N. J., on 
controls; Carleton Brown, formerly 
with Westinghouse, at transmitter, 
and Rebecca Leitzker in office. 

Larry Edwardson upped from sales 
staff to commercial manage. 
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AFA Not Answering LaRoche 


Developments in the actors union attempt to gain recognition in com- 
mercial broadcasting were as follows last week: 

(1) AFRA had individual meetings with B. B. D. & O. and Compton | 
agencies. 

(2) After deliberation Mrs. Emily Holt decided not to make a formal 
AFRA response to the points raised by Chester LaRoche as chairman of 
the radio committee of the advertising agencies. LaRoche’s statement was 
made to VARIETY last week. 

(3) Further meetings of AFRA and admen were in progress yesterday 
afternoon (Tuesday) with Eddie Cantor, president of AFRA, and Lawrence 
Tibbett of the Musical Guild, present. 

Agency arguments that they are merely the agents for the sponsors and | 
are thus not authorized to sign any agreements covering wage scales or | 
other working conditions were ridiculed by AFRA. While it is strictly | 
true that the admen are merely agents for the sponsors, in actual practice 
it is the agency which hires and fires the performer, which sets the amount 
of pay and all other conditions of employment, AFRA officials state. It is 
common knowledge in the trade, they add, that certain agencies pay high, 
medium or low wages for broadcasters and that such terms have no con- 
nection with the identity of the sponsor. For all practical purposes, there- 
fore, the agencies are the actual employers and any denial of the fact is 
merely the same old stall, AFRA asserts, 


GUILD RALLY 
TO PONDER 
CBS, NBC 


American Guild of Musical Artists | 
last night (Tuesday) held a general | 
membership meeting at the Plaza 











WCAO’S FUTURE 


Baltimore Station Long Clung to Set 
Philosophy 








9° 


Dec. 27. 
Considerable speculation and com- 
ment here as to possible successor to 


J. Thomas Lyons, managing director 


Baltimore, 


of WCAO, who died last week. 
Lyons, formerly advertising manager | 


of the Baltimore Sun and publisher | 
of the News-Post, was rated both 
locally and nationally as an ultra 
conservative in station operation and 
exploitation. 
A consistent profit maker, WCAO | 
hotel, New York, to rally support |i, jocal CBS outlet. Policy hereto- | 
in its current battle with Columbia | fore depended on network income | 
Concerts Corp. and NBC Artists | plus some interpolated local spot and | 
, : .. ; time programs unaggressively sold. 
Service, Lawrence Tibbett, presi- | Feeling is that modernized set-up, 
dent, was among those expected to | and go-getter business getting opera- 
address the session. Henry Jaffe, | tion, could turn outfit into one of | 
attorney for the organization, was | nations top money makers. | 
scheduled to speak, but was sudden- | ‘Typical of previous station attitude | 
ly called out of town on American | was recent reply to VaRieTy show- 
Federation of Radio Artists affairs. manship survey. Asked for its own 
AGMA’s annual meeting and elec- | estimate of its efforts in showman- 
tion will be held next Wednesday ship, station wrote, ‘No special effort.’ 
(4) at the Plaza. With the excep- | Lyons was a substantial stock holder 
tion of Margaret Speaks, who is 


in WCAO but not the controlling 
nominated for third vice-president to 


interest. 
succeed the late Alma Gluck, the 


ticket remains unchanged, Slated for WPEN SOLIDLY 














re-election are Tibbett, president; 
Jascha Heifetz, first vice-prez; Rich- 
ard Bonelli, second vice-prez; Frank 


Sheridan, fourth vice-prez; Daniel 
Harris, fifth vice-prez; Queena ; 
Mario, recording secretary, and 


Frank La Forge, treasurer. 


Slate of nominees for the board of 
governors includes Zlatko Baloko- 
vic, Mischa Elman, Elizabeth Hoep- 
pel, Julius Huehn, Edwin Hughes, 
Jose Iturbi, Ernst Lert, Lauritz Mel- 
chior, James Melton, Ezio Pinza, 
Lawrence Power, Nino Ruisi (new), 
Ernest Schelling, Georgia Standing, 
Armand Tokatyan (new), Don Vor- 
hees and Marek Windheim (new). 


GHOSTLY VOICES 
SPONSORED ON CKLW 


Detroit, Dec. 27. 


Sam’s Drug Stores is bankrolling 
a six-month series of weekly ‘Voices 
of Yesterday’ program over CKLW 
here. Highlights Thomas Edison 
recordings of notables’ voices begun 
in 1889. 


Also sponsoring weekly ‘Crossword 
Puzzle of the Air,’ ether version. of 
parlor game, with puzzles now being 
distributed sponsor’s stores after 
phone company’s inability to cope 
with ficed of replies for weekly 
prizes, 


WIP Ciaims Lotsa ‘Firsts’ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 


With the innovation of 24-hour-a- 
day operation, WIP lays claim to an- 
other reason for tagging itself the 
‘Pioneer Voice.’ Outlet, since its 
birth in 1922, has been responsible 
for a flock of firsts in the broadcast- 
ing industry. Among those it claims 
are: 


First football game, Penn vs. Cor- 
nell, Franklin Field, 1922; first 
‘Uncle’ type show for kids, ‘Uncle 
WIP,’ 1922; first complete opera, 
‘Aida, from Metropolitan Opera 
House, Philly, 1923; first remote band 
broadcast, Charlie Kerr crew, from 
Cafe L’Aiglon, 1922; first woman's 
club of the air, WIP Homemakers, 
1923; first television broadcast of one 
of its shows, kiddies program from 
WIP auditorium, 1934. 





Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 


Most all-inclusive contract with 
any radio station in the East was 
made with WPEN by the Broadcast 
Division of the American Communi- 
cations Association, CIO, on Satur- 
day. It is a vertical agreement, tak- 
ing in every employee in the station 
except the musicians, and even in- 
cludes porters and telephone opera- 
tors. 


Pact was agree to on Saturday 
and only has to be put in necessary 
legal language before inking, which 
will probably take place this week. 
It is for one year. 
ployees but the panelmen, who al- 








in March, will get wage boosts of 
from 10 to 15%. It also grants a full- 
closed shop, hiring to take place 
through the Union, two weeks’ vaca- 
tion with pay, and sick leave. 


plus the seven engineers. Only ones 
left out are Arthur Simon, g.m., and 
Gil Babbitt, p.a. Attending the con- 
fab were Miss Hyla Kiczales, opera- 
tor of the outlet; Simon; David Solis- 
Cohen, WPEN’s attorney; Dick 
Shipp, chairman of the WPEN shop 
committee; Sam Sabaroff, prez of the 
ACA local, and Saul Waldbaum, 
ACA attorney. 

ACA also has negotiations now 
under way for four engineers at 
WIBG, tiny suburban time-sharing 
outlet. 

Gimbel in Conferences 

Entire WIP gab and panel staff 
will confab with prez Ben Gimbel 
this week on a new joint contract. 
Engineers already have a termer, 
which expires at the end of the year. 
Spielers are entirely new to the 
union, Broadcast Division of the 
American Communications Associa- 
tion, CIO. They are prepared to de- 
mand wage increases of from 10 to 
15% in their portion of the pact. 

There are seven announcers and 
13 knob-twiddlers. 











John Edwards, KOIL, Omaha, 
news announcer, has joined CBS in 
New York in the news bureau. 





Under it all em-| 


ready had a contract which expires | 


Actually covered are 17 employees, | 


BUCK-PASSING HABITS OF PAST CATCH! 





FCC IN EMBARRASSMENT OF OWN MAKIN 

















and Press 


Alone Got West and Welles | 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Free speech rowing, direct out-| 
growth of the Father Coughlin and | 
Judge Rutherford radio diatribes, | 
led to an injunction to broadcasters 
last week that radio must not be 
misused, while the FCC continued to 
wonder what disposition to make of 
the hot potato. Repercussions in 


, Congress are widely feared, with the 


industry liable to be trapped in no 
man’s land and the target for oppos- 
ing barrages. 

First direct declaration of policy 
by a responsible industry spokesman 
was a sizzling blast from Neville | 
Miller, president of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, which did 
not mention names but was pointed 
directly at Coughlin and Rutherford. 
No room in program schedules, he 
opined, for talks likely to stir up 


| Class, religious or racial enmity. 


Politicians Scared 

Although Miller was willing to 
take an open stand, the commish 
membership fretted about the em- 
barrassing situation that will arise 
when the licenses of some of the 
stations who turned down Father 
Coughlin come up for renewal. In 
decided contrast to other perform- 
ances, the regulators displayed no 
willingness to wade into the fight 
and added to the perplexity of sta- 
tion managers by dodging any pub- 
lic statements that might be con- 
strued as a declaration of policy. 
Only direct expression of views was 
a recent airwaved talk by Chair- 


man Frank R. McNinch, who joined | 
other prominent figures in slapping 


| the oppressors of religion. 

| The predicament in which the 
|commish finds itself results from in- 
decision and vacillation in the past. 
Never having laid down a sufficient- 
ly precise guide for the industry, the 
regulators now confront the embar- 
rassing duty of making a choice be- 


bound to bring criticism. If the com- 
mish spanks either the stations which 
closed their doors to the Detroit 
padre or allowed him to fume, the 
censorship cry is sure to rise. If it 
takes no action, critics will add to 
the torrent of denunciation which 
has been flowing for months. Recon- 
ciling freedom of speech, freedom of 
religion, and ‘public interest, con- 
venience, or necessity’ with the anti- 
censorship clause of the statufe looks 
like the most painful of the series of 
headaches which have discomfited 
the FCC in the past few months, 


Do-Nothing Attitude 


Do-nothing attitude of the FCC at 
present typifies the uneasiness. 
While members in private conversa- 
tions have been chatting about the 
religious broadcasts, as an official 
regulatory body they have taken no 
action on the numerous letters from 
| listeners demanding one thing or an- 
jother. Official explanation is that 
| nothing has occurred which would 
| require them to take steps or enunci- 
‘ate a set of principles. But this 
wasn’t the case when the Mae West 
j and Orson Welles programs caused 





,a fuss, for Chairman McNinch im- 
|mediately demanded a copy of the 
scripts as well as a recording solely 
on the basis of telegrams and news- 
paper accounts of listener panic. In 
the case of ‘Beyond the Horizon’ a 
single letter precipitated a probe. 
The view of the NAB head was 
unequivocally expressed. Outlining 
his concept of the responsibility of 
stations, Miller asserted that licensees 
jare morally and legally obliged to 


tween courses which either way are | 


for the expression of honest di- 
vergence of opinion. But, in admin- 
istering this responsibility, we must 
also be cognizant of the fact that 
radio by its very nature reaches all | 
classes of our fellow citizens, regard- 
less of race, _religion or conviction, | 
and that there is no obligation to | 
broadcast a speech which plays on 
religious bigotry, which stirs up re- 
ligious or racial prejudice or hatred. 
Such a speech is an abuse of the} 
privilege of free speech and un-| 
worthy of American radio.’ 
Stations Quandary 

In analyzing the situation, Miller 
pointed to the legal quandary of 
broadcasters. State courts have held 
that stations are guilty when their 
facilities are used to expound libel- 
ous and slanderous statements. Re- 
sponsibility for accepting or denying 
programs lies upon licensees under 
the act as interpreted by the FCC. 

Stations were subtly advised to de- 
mand copies of speeches which may 
contain dynamite before allowing 
spielers to go on the air. This policy, 
which WMCA, New York, tried to 
apply to Father Coughlin and several 
stations have unsuccessfully sought 
to follow in doing business with 
| Judge Rutherford, is entirely legal, 
|Miller said, and station owner ‘is 
well within his rights to close his 
facilities to any speaker who refuses 


| 
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Religious Issue Now a Frankenstein—But One Letter °"°S°5 Until he supplies them with 


Provoked ‘Beyond Horizon’ Probe 


| no 
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to submit it.’ 
managers sill can refuse to allow 
broadcasts which may result in ‘re- 
\ligious prejudice and strife,’ he 
added. , 

Promise of the NAB to come to 
|the rescue of any owner who may 
get into trouble because of such pro- 
|cedure was made by the trade leader. 
| With the industry obligated to de- 
'cide what is in the public interest. 
NAB ‘will defend his right to dis- 
charge that responsibility,’ Miller re- 
assured. 

One possible result of the recent 
fussing may not be wholly un- 
pleasant for the industry. Hot de- 


|bate over the vital issues presented | 
|in this situation unquestionably will | 


| help obtain amendments clarifying 
ithe 1934 Communcations Act. As 
things stand, the industry has been 
battered so many ways because of 
the lack of specific expressions by 
Congress that the Rutherford-Cough- 
lin blasts emphasize the need for a 
positive assertion and removal of 
conflicts and doubts which charac- 
terize the statute in its present form. 


— —_—— 


Detroit Sarcasm 
Detroit, Dec. 27. 

Foilowing blast against ‘religious 
bigotry’ on radio by Neville Miller, 
NAB prez, local press quoted Leo 
| Fitzpatrick, manager of WJR which 
|is outlet for Father Coughlin’s ad- 
| dresses, as saying that he ‘had not 
applied to Miller for a clarification 
| of the association’s stand in the con- 
| troversy.’ 

Fitzpatrick, past president of the 
| NAB, was not directly quoted since 
| he informed the Free Press, morn- 
|ing sheet here, that he had no com- 
| ment on Miller’s address. Free Press, 
| which was recently sued for $2,000,- 
|000 libel by Father Coughlin, took 
|jab at WJR with statement ‘which, 
ironically enough, is known as the 
Good Will station although it serves 
'as outlet for Father Coughlin’s 
broadcasts.’ 

Later in the week Father Cough- 
lin declined NBC’s invitation to de- 





bate on ‘Americanism’ with Doro- | 


| thy Thompson, Gen. Hugh Johnson 
and Earl Browder, stating in part: 


After ogling a script, | 


| 
| 
| 


deny their facilities to trouble-| ‘NBC has already refused to sell me 
makers. | time (priest has own indie hookup) 

‘Radio has become a new force of} at regular commercial rates because 
tremendous power and influence in| it deemed my broadcasts controver- 
our life. It must be used in the pub- | sial when I was discussing anti-com- 
ilic interest and not subjected to ir-|munism. Therefore, I must refuse 
responsible abuse,’ Miller declaimed. | the kind offer, lest I be suspected of 

‘The particular problem which we/| accepting a sop from NBC and its 
|confront today is that of preserving | censorial commissars.’ 
jthe precious right of freedom of 
|speech. However, the same Consti- 
|tution which guaranteed us freedom 
of speech also guaranteed other 
rights, such as freedom of religion, 
and in protecting one right we must 
not violate other rights. 

‘The right of free speech is a right 
which extends to every American 
citizen. It is a right which broad- 
casters interpret as one requiring 
that equal opportunity be available 








‘Perverted Minority’ 
Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
Whether the pickets have given it 


Christmas holiday that kept them at 
home couldn’t be ascertained, but 
fewer than 200 supporters of Father 


on Sunday. 








outlet banned the Detroit priest’s ad- 


up as a futile job or it was just the | 


Couglin appeared in front of WDAS | 
This is the smallest 
number in the four weeks since the 











































































































































a script. There was a crowd of more 
than 4,000 around the station two 
weeks ago. im | 
As in previous weeks, there wag Mf # 
disorder. Pickets carried plac. 
urging spectators to ‘boycott 
WDAS advertisers’ and to ‘Join the 
Christian Front’ in a battle against . 
‘the perverted minority against 
Father Coughlin.’ 
Rabbi Follows Coughlin 
Buffalo, Dec. 27. 
‘Goodwill Between Christians and be 
Jews’ was the topic of an address by ~@ 
Rabbi Joseph L. Fink of Temple 
Beth Zion in a special WGR broade« 
cast Sunday afternoon. 
Talk was spotted to follow imme- 
diately after Father Coughlin’s hour, 


ANOTHER 10 | 
YEAR SPONSOR | 


William Wrigley Co. has been on 
radio a full decade. Started on Deg, 
25, 1928, over CBS and has spent: 
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PERT eee $3,350 
SUEU Capes teehscde 43,650 
OS a rere ‘ 25,774 
BOWES 663 53 casio - 121,334 
Oe oe eer 695,100 
ht Pe eres 619,519 
| EEE Te 649,909 
es EE - 795,718 
i PRET eet 1,017,456 
gE eee 1,241,054 
| Se Ty 1,241,705 


* December figure estimated. 
During this time talent has in- 
|cluded Guy Lombardo, Myrt and 
| Marge, Margaret Brainard, Connie 
Gates, Jerry Cooper, Football Fores" 
| casts, Lone Wolf Indian Tribe, March 
of Time, Jack Fulton, Carlton Kel- 
|sey Orch., Carl Hohengarten Orch, 
Andrew Sisters, Shaw and Lee, Seat- 
|tergood Baines, Billy House (Jess¢@ 
| Lasky show coming up). 





Application blanks were made 
available during the past week at 
| 8,000 theatres using RKO product in 
the talent-scouting stunt embraced 
in the ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ 
hookup effected between Jesse lL. 
Lasky, William Wrigley and RKO. 

The talent contest will be restrict- 
ed to girls between the ages of 17 
and 23 and men between 21 and 27, 
After filling out applications ob- 
tained from the theatres, contestants 
will have to forward these, together 
with photographs, to Hollywood. 

Candidates will be selecied for in- 
terviews in each of 24 regional cities 
and those chosen will appear at a 
key city on a given date where RKO 
talent scouts and a local committee 
will select semi-final teams. The 24 
boys and 24 girls chosen wil! later be 
reduced to nine couples, these to go 
| to Hollywood for a broadcast over 
|CBS sponsored by Wrigley. Two 
applicants each week will appear in 
dramatic skits over a 13-week period 
beginning Jan. 8 and the team se- 
lected as best by vote of radio 
listeners, plus the Lasky-Kohn 
‘Gateway’ group, will be awarded» 
RKO contracts at $125 weekly for) 
20 out of the next 26 weeks to ap- 5 
pear as featured players in an RKO*# 
picture. 

Charles Vanda, CBS program di-+ 
rector on the Coast, will put on the 
13-week broadcast featuring an or- 
chestra, guest Hollywood stars and 
the ‘Gateway’ contestants. 


PAUL KAIN BECOMES 
STAFF BAND AT WJSY 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Paul Kain’s orchestra last week 
retained as staff band at WJSV, local 
CBS outlet. Managed by MCA, the 
organization is appearing for the 
| winter season at the Wardman Park 
Hotel, country-c!lubbish tavern in the 
| residential district, where the tune- 
|sters were the added attraction last 
| year. 
Schedule still unsettled but the 
band will be aired several times 
| weekly. 
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| James Acuff, formerly manager of 
| KFKA, Greeley, Colo., is now with 


_WAAW, Omaha, as commercial man-_ 
ager. j 
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THE CRITICS HIT IT RIGHT ON! 


.e-*Should reap healthy grosses. Sure-fire 
stuff for mass emotional appeal.’’—Variety 
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tual hours, but <lso in showmanship 


and general effectiveness. | 


Remarkable aspect of the situation 
is that the U. S. has been engaged in 
ir.ternational short-wave broadcast- 
ing on a large scale less than a year, 
while the foreign nations, notably 
Germany and Italy, have been car- 
rying it on for several years. From 
all indications, U.S. supremacy in the 
field is likely to increase rather than 
decrease. For in short-wave radio 
as in so many other fields, American 
efficiency is the despair of foreign 
competitors. 

Although both NBC and CBS are 
engaged in international short-wave 
broadcasting, NBC is much the more 
active of the two. It has four fre- 
quencies and broadcasts over W3XL 
and W3XAL, Bound Brook, N. J., 
piping the programs from its studios 
in Rockefeller Center, New York. 


CBS has six frequencies and trans- | 


mits over W2XE, in Wayne Town- 
ship, N. J., likewise piping from its 
New York studios, 
Dates From Spring 

After carrying on a comparatively 
small-scale program of international 
short-wave for several years, NBC 
launched its present ambitious policy 
last spring. Move was the direct re- 
sult of a proposal in Congress that 
the U. S. Government set up its own 
station to go into short-wave com- 
petition with the Fascist countries, 
which were described as flooding 
South America with propaganda. 

Although NBC’s new policy didn’t 
get actively into operation until July 
the company has advanced with such 
a rush that it already is way ahead 
of all the transmitters in both Ger- 
many and Italy combined in Spanish 
and Portuguese language programs to 
South America. At the present time 
NBC is getting about 20 times as 
much listener mail from both South 
America and Europe as it did last 
May and June. During November it 
received nearly 1,100 letters from 
South America and about 700 from 
Europe. It is spending about $150,000 
a year and employing 38 people for 
its international short-wave service. 


112 Hours Weekly 


NBC short-waves a total of 112 
hours a week, beginning at 9 a. m. 
and continuing until 1 a. m. daily. 
First four hours daily are in Eng- 
lish (from 2 to 6 p. m. London time), 
followed by one hour each of Italian, 
German and French language pro- 
grams. Latter are heard in the eve- 
ning hours in those countries. At 4 
p. m. New York time the beam is 
turned toward South America and, 
with the exception of an hour in 
English from 10 to 11 p. m., the re- 
maining nine hours is broadcast in 
Spanish and Portuguese, 

With the completion next month 
of an improved directional trans- 
mitter, NBC will begin broadcasting 
seven additional hours daily in Eng- 
lish, Italian, German and French to 
South America. Following their plan 
©: trying to retain the loyalty of 
their -people in foreign countries, 
Germany and Italy broadcast most 
of their programs to South Amer- 
ica in their native language. But 
NBC’s German and Italian programs 
beamed to South America are ex- 
pected to combat that policy. 


Help RCA 


Besides heading off the entry of 
the government into the broadcast- 
ing business, NBC’s_ international 
short-wave programs serve as a sort 
of institutional advertising for RCA 
and its line of radio receivers and 
e cipment. FCC regulations forbid 
direct use of commercia’: on short- 
wave programs, so NBC cannot bal- 
lyhoo the RCA products. Still, the 
connection between the two com- 
panies is known throughout the 
world, so the short-wave service is 
figured a prestige-builder for the 
parent outfit. And since there is a 
profitable world market for radio 
transmission and reception equip- 
ment, RCA stands to profit, even if 
indirectly, through the short-wave 
service. 

Initial four hours of broadcasting 
daily, all of it intended for Great 
Britain, is in English and consists 
of straight news, educational stuff 
and features, novelties and various 
types of music. 
and French hours all have a some- 
what similar setup. Each opens with 
15 minutes of straight news, with the 
remaining 45 minutes composed of 
music and educational stuff. Same 
goes for the regular Spanish and 
Portuguese sessions, except the final 


Italian, German | 


two hours daily, which is all music 
with Spanish announcements. 


No Editorializing 


In all news broadcasts a strict rule 
|is followed to avoid any suit of 
|propagandizing or  editorializir3. 
|Only the factual accounts of happen- 
ings are reported, each cut cown to 
the absolute bone of ac:ual news. 

That policy is not only in line with 
the regular procedure of all U. 
radio reporting, but follows tle fun- 
damental theory of democratic gov- 
ernment. What’s more, the very ab- 
sence of editorializing and bias is 
| what makes the news convincing to 
‘foreign listeners. That is clearly 
| demonstrated by letters from the 
| Fascist countries as well as the de- 
| mocracies. In many cases listeners 
| writing from the heavily prepagan- 
| dized Fascist countries comment fa- 
| vorable upon the objectivity of the 
news. 

Only bit of news reporting that 
might be considered of propaganda 
nature the speeches and state- 
| ments of government officials or the 
|} quotations from leading newspapers 
} Or periodicals. In such cases the 
| speeches, statements or articles are 
| presented as factual news, without 
|comment. However, a close check 
iis kept of all German and Italian 
|‘rews’ broadcasts and the correct 
facts are invariably given to coun- 
teract their propaganda content. 


Similarly, when news is of special 
interest to German or Italian listen- 
ers, particular point is made of 
short-waving it to those countries, 
which otherwise would know only 
| what their dictator-controlled press 
and radio chose to tell them. Eager- 
ness of the people in Germany and 
Italy to learn the actual truth of 
| what’s going on in the world and 
| even in their own countries is amaz- 
| ing. And, as evidenced by the grow- 
| ing listener mail from those nations, 
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| 2444444444464 
| Summary in hours and minutes of 
| the total South American short-wave 
broadcast time per week of the prin- 
cipal nations, Figures in parentheses 
refer to the number of programs per 


week. 
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listeners to the U. S. news broad- 
casts are growing rapidly. 

Doings of Hollywood and Broad- 
way are favorite subjects for for- 
eign dialers. Then there are infor- 
mative talks on various phases of 
American life, descriptions of U. S. 





cities, lectures on the _ industries, | 
habits, thoughts, art, history and 
personalities of this country. Amer- 


ica is a subject of constant interest 
and wonder to for ‘gners. In the 


to prefer Negro spirituals and jazz 
—the two most characteristically 
American music forms. However, 
they also relish concert, opera and 


| semi-classical stuff. 





| (Roosevelt’s fireside chats, 





Types of Programs 

Program material is divided into 
three types—live talent 
speakers, with a few singers and 
instrumentalists for the Latin Amer- 
ican listeners), records (the usual 
jazz, etc.), and ‘D.B.’s’ (delayed 
broadcasts). Latter consist of any 
programs which are waxed and aired 
at a later, more suitable time. In 
the case of musical events, etc., that 
may be because of the time differ- 
ential. But in the case of speeches 
for in- 
stance), they are translated and re- 
corded in the proper language, then 
broadcast by short-wave. Such 
statements as that of the President’s 
peace appeal to Hitler at the time of 
the Czech crisis are broadcast over 
and over. Roosevelt is a popular 
figure abroad, particularly in the 
South American countries, where his 
‘good neighbor’ policy has struck a 
responsive chord. 

Whether because the Mussolini 
government is more feared than the 
Hitler regime, is a question, but it is 


imoctiv 
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| noticeable that the Italian letter- 


| 


Analysis of Latin Schedules 


writers are not nearly as outspoken 
as those in Germany. However, one 
writer stated that he learned of Mus- 
solini’s projected trip to Munich to 
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confer with Hitler, Chamberlain and 
Daladier through the NBC broad- 
casts two hours before it was an- 
nounced by the Italian press or radio. 


Expensive Fan Mail 


One way NBC draws letters from 
foreign listeners is by offering un- 
usual issues of U. S. postage stamps. 
It obtains such stamps by purchasing 
large blocks of minor issues that are 
nearly exhausted. These stamps are 
used in mailing the replies to the 


| writers, so there is no actual increase 


:n cost for the come-on. All letters 
are answered. 

Another mail-puller for the South 
American listeners is the reading of 
‘unpublished poems.’ Any worth- 


| whi : > Spanis » r- 
field of music, foreign listeners seem | while unpublished Spanish = Por 
: tuguese poems submitted by listeners | 


are read over air. Stated by NBC 


officials that the quality of much of 


the poetry is surprisingly good. 
Notable fact in connection with the 
South American mail the large 
quantity that is sent by air. Postage 
for air-mailing a letter frequently 
comes to as much as $1.50, it is ex- 
plained, yet a large percentage of 
listeners send their letters that way. 

Despite frequent reports of huge 
numbers of free short-wave sets 
given away by the German govern- 
ment, NBC has been unable to un- 
cover any actual cases of such ac- 
tivity. It queried representatives 
throughout South and Central Amer- 
ica and a few persons had heard in- 
directly of such a move by the Ger- 
mans, but no genuine instances have 
so far been discovered. 

According to the story, the Reich 
was shipping vast numbers of sets 
to South America, all such receivers 
built to tune in only German trans- 
mitters. According to NBC execs, 
any such selective set as described 
would be prohibitively expensive. 
Network officials also pooh-pooh 
tales of Fascist sympathizers blot- 
ting out U. S. short-wave broadcasts. 


is 
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Requirements 


Requirements for all employees in | 


NBC’s international division are 
extremely stringent. All broadcast- 
ers must be native Americans 
naturalized citizens of unquestioned 
loyalty to the U. S. All must 
have some sort of journalistic back- 
ground, must speak the particular 
foreign language without a trace of 
English accent, must have a suitable 
microphone voice, personality, etc., 
and must have had extensive world 
travel. 

Head of the international division 
is Frank E. Mason, NBC vice-presi- 
dent. Program director is Guy Carl- 
ton Hickok, U. S.-born, former re- 
porter and editor and war corre- 
spondent and formerly in the U. S. 
army. Production manager and 
chief of the Spanish section is 
Charles R. Carvajal, U. S.-born of 
Spanish ancestry, formerly in U. S 
army, radio technician, broadcaster 
and reporter. News editor is Hud- 
son R. Hawler, U.S.-born, formerly 
in U. S. army, reporter, feature 
writer, editor, foreign correspond- 
ent. Music director is Carlos Ed- 
ward Bovet, Swiss-born, newspaper- 
man, naturalist, explorer, singer, or- 
chestra conductor and_ concert 
violinist. 

Among the members of the Span- 
nish section, nearly all of whom are 
foreign born, with various kinds of 
newspaper, government service and 
radio background are Addison M. 
Durland, Eli B. Canel, John Alfred 
Barrett, Roberto Gatica, Julian Zoilo 
Muriel, Rafael Vargas Lasso, Fran- 
cisco Jose Ariza, Olga Andrea Eche- 
verria (former Broadway and film 
actress), and A. Llopis de Olivares. 


Portuguese Section 


Members of the Brazilian section 
(Portuguese language) include Ar- 
thur S. Deter, Crispin Alives Dos 
Santos, Billie Gammon and Priscilla 
Watson. Those in the French sec- 
tion are Richard Alexander Thomas 
and Fernand Gustave Auber Jonois, 
Chief of the German section is John 
H. Marching, U. S. born, German- 
educated, former Major in the U. S. 
army intelligence service. Because 
of his broadcasting of facts distaste- 
ful to the Hitler regime, Marching 
has’ won the ill-will of Nazi sym- 
pathizers in the U. S. But because 
of his war record and his obvious 
sympathy toward demoracy, they 
have been unable to injure him or 
his position. His assistant is Alan 
Willett Newham. 

Head of the Italian section is 
Natalia Danesi Murray, Italian-born, 
US.-naturalized former Italian and 
Broadway actress, former corre- 
spondent, translator of books and 
plays. Her mother, a noted war cor- 
respondent and liberal writer, was 
forced to leave Italy when the Fas- 
cists came into power. Like March- 
ing, Mrs. Murray makes a point of 
including in her talks any facts likely 
to prove distasteful or embarrassing 
to the Fascist regime. Her assistan 





is Marcello Girosi. 


or | 


STATE DEPT. 
MASTERMINDS 
KID SHOW 


Washington, Dec. 27, 
Annual International Children’s 
| Christmas Program, bringing greet- 
lings to kids throughout the world 
|from children of foreign embassies 
stationed at Washington, completed 
last with only a few lifted 


eyebrows from international ob- 
servers. Carefully reviewed by U.S, 
State Department, in order that each 
ination should take its proper place 
| on the program, only discordances 
| 
| 
| 








week 


|arose from an erroneous report in a 
| local newspaper and from the plac- 
ing of Sachiko Jimbo, daughter of 
| Shuzo Jimbo, attache of the Japanese 
| Embassy, at the taid-end of the pro- 


|gram. Gossip story published in 
| Washington said that the children 
of Herr Wilhelm Tannenberg, First 


|Secretary of the German Embassy, 
had been cut off the program be. 
|}cause they insisted on giving the 
| Nazi salute and shouting ‘Heil, Hit- 
|ler’ before the mike. This also was 
| a phoney. 

| Reason that the Japanese young- 
ister was put on last was that the 
|State Department arranged it that 
way because of lesser status of the 
|little girl’s father, it was explained, 
| Colorful affair, which always 
'brings out Washington’s most fash- 
|ionable youngsters and their parents 
|}and nurses, featured two American 
| moppets for the first time. Marcus 
and Melissa Woodring, children of 
| U. S. Secretary of War Harry Wood- 


|ring—the only member of the Cab- 
| inet with children under 15—made 
|their first appearance on the air— 
| with Marcus, the youngest, stricken 
| with mikefright and unable to de- 
| liver. 


| Nicaraguan Wow 


Hit of the show, which was held at 

ithe Shoreham hotel, was 5-year-old 
|Liana De Bayle, daughter of the 
| Nicaraguan Minister, who €xasper- 
ated NBC officials and tickled the 
|audience by hogging another child’s 
| time to announce she had thought of 
something else to say and recaptur- 
ing the mike to upset time schedules 
arranged in New York. 

Shgw is an annual good-will affair 
put on by NBC from a Washington 
station and D-X’ed to Europe, South 
America and across the Pacific 
through W3XAL, Bound Brook, N. J., 
and W8XK, Pittsburgh. Kids say 
Merry Christmas in English and then 
repeat the message in their native 
tongues. Wear costumes of their 
homelands and get a big hand from 
Washington youngsters who are 
doomed to leggings and tweed coats. 





CONNECTICUT POLITICS 


$73,924 for Air Time Spent By 
Democrats, Republicans 








Hartford, Dec. 27. 

The two major parties in Connecti- 
cut spent $73,924 for radio, newspa- 
per and other types of advertising 
during the recent election according 
to reports of the party treasurers 
filed Wednesday (21) with the sec- 
retary of state. Democrats spent 
$33,917 through the Fred E. Baker, 
Inc., agency, and the Republicans 
$40,017 through the F. W. Prelle 
Company, both of this city. 

Sums spent by the two parties 
were almost as large as that spent in 
in the last presidential election with 
the major share of the money going 
towards radio time. 


Trusteeship Soon Ending 
Over KGW-KEX Property 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 27. 


Legal arrangements to terminate 
the trust of the Oregonian Publish- 
ing Co., which operates stations 
KGW and KEX, has been started. 
Stockholders of the publishing com- 
pany sought a court order to 
transfer control of the corporation 
from O. L. Price, trustee, to bene- 
ficiaries of the Pittock estate. 

Transfer was branded as just a 
legal formality for realignment of 
the Oregonian affairs preceding the 
termination of the trust, which hap- 
pens next Jan. 28. Under the Pit- 
tock will, the trusteeship of O. L. 
Price ends at that date, when the 
heirs and beneficiaries of the Pittock 
estate obtain the right to operate or 
sell the property. 








| 
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Mexico Brooks 


No Propaganda 
From Nazi Axis 


Mexico City, Dec. 27. 

All radio stations in Mexico are 
100% free of Nazi or Fascist propa- 
ganda, asserts the government and 
the operators. Stand of the Confed- 
eration of Mexican Workers, Mex- 
ico’s strongest labor union, against 
Berlin and Rome policies, as mani- 
fested by its complete banning of a 
couple of pix, one German, the other 
Italian made, is pointed to as demon- 
strating what it would do to a propa- 
ganda air station. 

Such a station would be put out of 
biz pronto if it showed the slightest 
sign of serving Hitler or Mussolini 
doctrines. 








French Newspapers’ 
Animosity Against Air 
Policies in Canada 


Montreal, Dec. 27. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is 
making strenuous efforts to build up 
listener audience for stations here 
and on the CBC regional net. Re- 
port that an appropriation of $25,000 
had been made for exploitation and 
advertising campaign to be used to 
build up listener audience on CBC 
stations through the medium of 
newspapers, has been denied by a 
CBC exec. Understanding is, how- 
ever, that considerable space is be- 
ing taken wherever dailies will ac- 
cept CBC advertising. 

La Presse, most influential French 
daily in the province, has already 
refused CBC copy, on grounds that 
it would be building up a radio sta- 
tion which competes with its own 
CKAC. 

La Nouvelliste, Three Rivers, has 
also refused CBC advertising as con- 
flicting with the interests of its own 
station. Hon. Jacob Nicol, former 
provincial treasurer, owner of two 
or three newspapers and radio sta- 
tions, is bitterly opposed to CBC pol- 
icies, stating here that the Govern- 
ment had muscled in on private en- 
terprise, made its own rules and then 
played against the private stations. 


OVERSEAS RIFLE 
CONTEST, BBC STUNT 


London, Dec. 20. 

Idea of a transatlantic rifle shoot- 
ing contest is being worked out for 
early in new year by BBC. Broad- 
cast is hoped to furnish entertain- 
ment from the novelty angle, at the 
same time appealing to small-bore 
fans. 

Championship teams of six a side 
representing England and U. S. will 
fire at 25 yards range with .22 rifles, 
listeners hearing the proceedings at 
both ends, with English and Ameri- 
can commentators and a third emcee 
to keep the record. 

_Which network on the American 
side BBC aims to ask to play the 
game isn’t set. 


‘Big Sis’ in French 


Montreal, Dec. 27. 
Whitehall Broadcasting is produc- 
ing a French version of ‘Big Sister’ 
for Rinso, scheduled to go over sta- 
tion CKAC beginning Jan. 9 five 
times weekly. Production, to be 
known as ‘Grande Soeur,’ will be 
translated from the English and 
adapted by Louis Morisset. 
French version will begin with the 
first instalment of ‘Big Sister.’ Eng- 
‘dish version will continue as usual. 




















- Reggie Foort returning to BBC for 
ey time since quitting his official 
cone to do an organ recital 

tistmas Day, which will initiate a 
Series of alternate Sunday broad- 


v 





In Hawaii 











Honolulu, Dec. 17. 


RCA Magic Key program now on | 
KGU. 





Dick McGuire, Irish announcer, 
mastering Hawaiian and using it in 
his radio spiels. 





Palace theatre opening was aired 
by KGU. Mikes picked up the an- 
cient Hawaiian ‘Kahuna’ prayer and 
show from the stage. 





Vox pop program by KGU from 
Waikiki Beach corners picks up 
celebs from the States. 





‘Information, Please,’ and ‘Across 
the Sea from NBC,’ latter produced 
by Don Fitzgerald, catching on. 





Dole Pineapple, which will spon- 
sor the new Phil Baker show to 
KGMB, here, also backs program of 
Hawaiian talent, airing from Hono- 
lulu, 





KGMB now picks up New York 
Philharmonic. 





Clara Inter, local school teacher, 
making a hit with comedy routine a 
la Fanny Brice. 





Al Kealoha Perry Hawaiian orch. 
plays the Heinz, Maxwell House, 
and Listerine local programs on 
KGMB. 





KGU and KGMB multiplying num- 
ber of Filipino, Chinese and Japa- 
nese programs, each having their 
own announcers and native style of 
music, 


BBC DOUBLING 
SIZE; 2 YEARS 
TO BUILD 


London, Dec. 20. 

Enlargement of its London head- 
quarters to twice its present size is 
being carried out by BBC. Addi- 
tional wing now building at Broad- 
casting House. Will include five un- 
derground studios, Structural work 
will consume two years in all. 

Five new broadcast stages will in- 
clude three dramatic studios, one ef- 
fects studio and a general purpose 
studio, latter planned to be 80 feet 
long, 54 feet wide and 30 feet high. 
Each is planned as a separate shell 
floated and isolated from the mair 
structure as insulation against. out- 
side noise. Scheme also means that 
in time of war whole underground 
unit could be transformed into a gas 
and bomb-proof radio unit, though 
in fact set-up was designed well be- 
fore recent war scare. 











RAP CLIFFHANGERS 


Parents Say Thrillers Over-Excite— 
Censorship Angle 





‘ 





Toronto, Dec. 27. 
Appeal of Home and School As- 
sociation deputation that the Board 
of Education here lend its support to 
a proposed campaign to curb ‘blood 
and thunder’ radio programs aimed 
at juveniles was turned down by the 





Board on the ground that ‘such ra- 
dio censorship in Canada would be | 
objectionable.’ | 
Parental allegation owas that'! 
‘thrillers’ on the air were upsetting 
and harmful to child listeners. 
Speaking as a parent, Dr. Hugh A. | 
Ross, chairman of the Board, said he 
would be pleased if certain children’s 
programs were taken off the air; but 
he emphatically stated no radio cen- 
sorship was wanted here. Other 
members of the Board concurred. 





Gilbert Wall with Tyler 
Montreal, Dec. 27. 
Gilbert Wall has joined staff of 
Radio Program Producers. 
Will be aide to Ivan Tyler on pro- 
duction and continuity for ‘Tonight 








at Eight.’ 





CANAT A cu Bronislaw Huberman Loses $9,000 


ALaO HELD U 





‘Americans Not Given Any 


Clear Picture as Yet of 
What Caused Mexican 
Senate to Refuse Ratifica- 
tion of Havana Realloca- 
tion 


BORDER BOYS? 





Washington, Dec. 27. 
Acceleration of efforts to put the 
North American regional radio agree- 


ment into effect will occur after the 
holiday season when Josephus Dan- 
iels,) the American ambassador to 
Mexico, returns to his post. Refusal 
of the Mexican Senate to ratify the 
pact was one of the topics taken up 
at- State Department conferences 
during the diplomat’s visit home. 

Slow progress in attempting to get 
a commitment from the Mexicans 
which would pave the way for pro- 
mulgation of rules to put the ac- 
cord into operation. Dearth of in- 
formation leaves both State Depart- 
ment executives and the FCC in the 
Dark, since the embassay has not re- 
plied to several recent communica- 
tions beseeching the staff to try and 
get a positive assurance from Mexi- 
can authorities. Scanty explanation 
for the stalling except the snarled 
conditions of U. S.-Mexican relations 
and the easy-going attitude of pol- 
iticians below the Rio Grande. 

While American officials are loath 
to talk about the maneuvers, it is 
whispered the aid of Cuba and Can- 
ada have been solicited in an en- 
deavor to epply concerted pressure 
on the Mexicans. With the United 
States, these two countries have 
completed the formal routine of 
adopting the pact and may be ex- 
pected to join American mission- 
aries in overcoming resistance below 
the border. They want to get ad- 
vantage of the concessions promised 
in the agreement, which cannot go 
into effect until one year after three 
signatories have ratified and the 
fourth has made firm pledge to go 
through the formalities. The Ca- 
nadian stamp of approval was put 
on the document late in November. 

~ » -Bad Boys from U.S.A. 

Among the maneuvering said to be 
in progress is an attempt to recall 
to the Mexicans the side-line under- 
standings reached at Havana last 
year. Chief of these informal ac- 
cords. was that Mexico would take 
steps to gag the so-called ‘border 
stations’ run by Americans chased 
out of this country. The border 
plants are believed responsible for 
the sudden Mexican opposition to 
the reallocation scheme. Exact terms 
of the quiet understanding never 
have been officially revealed, al- 
though trade circles hear the Mexi- 
cans accepted the idea that the fa- 
cilities allotted them should be used 
by and for their own citizens and 
not by Americans in disguise. 

Usual slowing down of official 
business at the holiday season has 
resulted in temporary shelving of 
the problem. No further action on 
the idea of requesting Mexican au- 
thorities to send an emissary to 
Washington for a realistic face-to- 


| face talk. But Daniels is expected to 


prod his underlings and try to ar- 
range a show-down when he re- 
sumes his post. 


LONDON TICKET 





FIRM USING RADIO 





London, Dec. 27. 


Payne-Jennings and Killick, who 
conduct a two-for-one office in Lon- 
don for the sale of theatre tickets, 
are trying the experiment of pub- 
licizing their attractions via Radio 
Normandy. 

Will ‘take space’ in the IBC ‘West 
End Spotlight’ series of extracts from 
‘Lot’s Wife’ and ‘Treasure Island.’ 





|Palestine Orchestra Handicapped—Racial Frictions 


| Tough on BBC-Trained Crawford McNair 








It’s Your Rule, Senior 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 20. 

Dr. Adrian Escobar, Argentine 
postmaster general, was stopped 
last week from speaking by 
wireless from Lima to Buenos 
Aires by one of his subordinates. 
He’s attending the Panamerican 
Conferende at Lima, and made 
arrangements with an amateur 
radio station in Lima to speak 
with a similar station in: Buenos 
Aires, in order to hold a conver- 
sation with his brother. 

When the p.m.g. was prepar- 
ing to leave his residence for the 
radio station, he received a cable 
from Adolfo T. Consentino, chief 
of the Wireless Communications 
Department of the Argentine 
P.O., informing his chief that 
private conversations between 
amateurs were prohibited by the 
Argentine regulations. 

Dr. Escobar has been literally 
hoisted with his own petard 
since not so very long ago he 
issued a decress informing own- 
ers of private transmitters that 
they would have their licenses 
suspended if they indulged in 
private conversations which in 
the ordinary course of events 
could be sent through the ex- 
isting public services. 


CANADA WIRED 
TO PACIFIC 
SOON 


Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 27. 

Plans are now being drawn up for 
the long-touted Pacific Coast loop 
which will link CBR, Vancouver, 
and the rest of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp.’s Western network 
with Seattle. This will permit feed- 
ing of U. S. network shows directly 
from coast outlets. At present all’ 
American shows aired in Western 
Canada are fed through Toronto. 

Significant point in the new set-up 
is that western provinces will re- 
ceive American programs after the 
Eastern stations are off the air. At 
present all important Eastern pro- 
grams fold at 9 o’clock. 


London Calling 


Erwin Wasey & Co. handling Fairy 
Soap and Oxydel accounts, increased 
time on Radio Normandy by a new 
contract placed with IBC. 























Jack Oakie and BBC couldn’t get 
together. Corp. wanted him for Sat- 
urday night ‘In Town Tonight’ pro- 
gram, but comicker boggled when 
he saw the script they expected him 
to read. 





BBC after televising rights to the 
entire ‘Potash and Perlmutter’ series. 





E. V. H. Emmett, G.-B. News com- 
mentator, signed as emcee for Louis 
Levy ‘Music from the Movies’ broad- 
cast series, and on this fortnightly 
program will replace the BBC an- 
nouncer, beginning Jan. 6. 





BBC televising ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
for the third time on Dec. 27. 





BBC Variety Dept. plans for New 
Year see greater emphasis on 
| straight vaude, with Saturday nite 
| ‘Music Hall’ rating weekly billing in 

place of fortnightly airing it is cur- 
| rently allotted. Successful features— 
‘Monday Night at Seven,’ ‘Band 
Waggon,” and ‘In Town Tonight’ are 
| retained, former drawing full 60 
| mins. timing from January onwards, 

as against 50 mins. at this time. 





+ 








Jerusalem, Dec. 11. 

Bronislaw Huberman, topnotch 
concert violinist and founder and in- 
spirer of the three-year-old Pales- 
tine Orchestra, has openly broken 
with the Palestine Broadcasting Ser- 
vice, government-owned radio sia- 
tion. Split came about when the 
P. B. S. refused to pay $9,000 for 
broadcast rights of orchestra’s con- 
certs this season. Claimed this sum 
would wreck budget and seriously 
curtail all programs, which are di- 
vided into three parts: English, He- 
brew and Arabic. Huberman claims 
that since the orchestra received a 
sum similar to that last year he sees 
no reason why it shouldn’t be com- 
ing to them this season. P. B. S. 
offered the orchestra $5,000 for the 
season, 

Last year, according to Crawford 
McNair, BBC-trained director of 
programs, the Citrus Advertising 
Committee of the Government spon- 
sored the orchéstra’s program by 
forking over part of the $9,000 need- 
ed, the P. B. S. supplying the rest. 
But now the Citrus Advertising Com- 
mittee is taking its money abroad, 
saying that Palestinians should know 
by now what kind of oranges, grape- 
fruits and lemons are grown here 
and how many vitamins there are in 
each, 

Incidentally the citrus programs 
last year were the first, last and 
only programs ever to have a spon- 
sor. The P. B. S. operates on a Gov- 
ernment budget, doesn’t take any ad- 
vertising. 

Another serious crisis threatening 
the P. B. S. is that of the broadcast 
of news bulletins. When the P. B. S. 
was founded in 1936 it had one 
news bulletin a day for ten minutes 
in the three official languages: Eng- 
lish, Arabic and-Hebrew. Then this 
year the director inaugurated a 60- 
minute midday program, giving a 
further ten minutes a day of news 
bulletin in all languages with an 
Arabic music program. Jews hued 
and cried against this Arabic pro- 
gram which, they said, ‘makes the 
Palestine station appear as a purely 
Arabic station, while 28,000 of the 
35,000 radio licenses in the country 
are in the hands of Jews.’ MeNair, 
sorely pressed, compromised by giv- 
ing the Jews the first ten minutes of 
the midday program for news, then 
30 minutes of Arabic music, then ten 
minutes of Arabic news and ten min- 
utes of English news. The regular 
evening program, extending from 5 
until 10 p.m., has fifteen minutes of 
news in each of the languages. 

Now the Arabs are sore, and 
they’ve gotten 874 prominent Arabs 
to sign a petition protesting against 
the opening news bulletin in Hebrew. 

MeNair, stolidly British, is mud- 
dling through apparently getting 
both the Jews and Arabs exasper- 
ated by his attitude. 


Dagg, CKWX Chairman 
Of Vancouver Ad Board; 
May Have Significance 


Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 27. 

Reginald Dagg, commercial man- 
ager of CKWX, was appointed last 
Monday as chairman of the Adver- 
tising and Sales Bureau of the Board 
of Trade. First time a radio man 
here has been given the official nod 
by this advertising group. 

Opinions expressed in radio cir- 
cles indicate that Dagg’s appoint- 
ment may lead to active support by 
the Board of the commercial radio 
stations’ plea against spread-eagle 
control of radio by the government 
system. 











Thornburg Joins WSAY 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 21. 

Winston H. Thornburg, who han- 
dled Philco account for Hutchings 
Advertising Agency and has pro- 
duced radio shows, has been named 
national sales representative for 
WSAY. 


He will operate in Rochester. 
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| WHY WAS 500 KW. GOOD YEARS AGO, NOT 





TODAY, DUKE PATRICK DEMANDS OF FCC 


Vitriolic Session as WLW Lawyer Attecks Com- 
mish’s Attitude—Months of Wrangling Seen as 


Probable 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Months of court wrangling seem 
to lie ahead of Powell Crosley’s de- 
sire to keep on using 500 kw at 
WLW, Cincinnati. At conclusion of 
oral argument Thursday (22), every 
indication was the FCC will deny 
the application for renewal of the 
i for super- 
power operation, following recom- 
mendations of three-man committee 
that spent two weeks taking testi- 
mony last summer. 

Tenor of questions from commish 
members was unmistakably hostile, 
even though Duke M. Patrick, Cros- 
ley attorney, made some impressive 


aemnriat artharizationn 
auwmcrizacvion 


points in voicing his reasons for feel- 
ing the committee report should be 
upset. 


Semi-final proceeding was not so 
much an argument as a debate, with 
Patrick frequently haranguing the 
airwave’ cops at considerable length 
about his interpretations of the Com- 
munications Act. Most active verbal 
duelists were Chairman Frank R. 
McNinch and Commissioner Paul A. 
Walker, with two of the three trial 
judges—Commissioners T. A. M. 
Craven and Norman S. Case—occa- 
sionally interjecting questions that 
were not friendly. Even-Commis- 
sioners Thad H. Brown and Eugene 
O. Sykes tossed out a few sharp in- 
terrogatories. 

Following the general theme in his 
written exceptions, Patrick con- 
tended the commish committee was 
guilty of overlooking much pertinent 
evidence presented on behalf of his 
client, misstated the testimony which 
substantiated the unfavorable recom- 
mendation, and were, in effect, biased 
and prejudiced. Wind-up was his 
contention that even if WLW does 
no further experimenting the com- 
mish ought to renew the 500 kw au- 
thorization as an assurance of pro- 
SS 








VISIBLE 
AUDIENCE 


80,000 


* 








WOwW staff artists, 
bundled against the cold, 
entertained 80,000 people 
at the National Corn- 
husking Contest near 
Sioux: Falls, S, D., re- 
cently. WOW was the 
only individual station 
covering the meet... at- 
tended by 1938’s greatest 
sport crowd. Remember 
WOwW—the showmanship 
station. 
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Woodmen of the World Life In- 
surance Society. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
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gram service for listeners In thinly- 
settled regions and unsupplied with 
satisfactory signals from other 
sources. 
Tart Observations 

Proceeding—which originally was 
listed for 90 minutes and ran nearly 
three full hours—was livened by tart 
observations from the bench, chiefly 
from McNinch and Walker. Inquiries 
and rejoinders raised eyebrows of 
the more than 20 prominent radio 
barristers forming the gallery. Wal- 


ker kept verbal harpooning by re- 
peatedly asking Patrick if he was 
arguing in defense of an applica- 


tion for a regular or a special super- 
power ticket. 

Fact the commish once waived its 
50 kw limit and subsequently has 
renewed the permit is no reason} 
why WLW should expect to continue | 
using super-power indefinitely, Mc- | 
Ninch interpolated. Idea that a 
special privilege is used for com-| 
mercial purposes was repugnant to} 
| Walker, although Patrick maintained 
| WLW is not doing anything that 
|other experimenters do not do. 
| With the assertion that no vital 
policy question is presented, Patrick 
| berated the three-man committee for 
|ignoring evidence it did not agree 
with and insisted the commish can- 
not go outside the points made by 
| the-trial panel in settling the case. 
| If the full body sticks within these 
| limitations, it is obligated to find for 
the defendant because the adverse 
conclusions in the report have no 
substance in.the record, he insisted. 
Quibbling over the legal status of 
WLW broke out repeatedly. At the 
outset, Patrick declared there is— 
for all practical purposes—no dis- 
tinction between a regular and an 
experimental diploma. Procedure is 
the same, while no direct reference 
in the law to experimental authori- 
zations. Both Commissioner Craven 
and Commissioner Walker reflected 
disagreement with this concept, al- 
though Patrick stuck to his claim 
that ‘no matter what you call it, it 
is a license.’ 

After Patrick complained about 
‘conspicuous omissions’ in the com- 
mittee’s chronicle, MeNinch and the 
lawyer debated whether members 
who did not attend the hearings 
have the right to look at the entire 
record and make up their own 
minds. Patrick said he was convinced 
it would be illegal for the Commish 
to deny the application for any rea- 
son other than one offered by the 
committee, adding tartly ‘I gave you 
a chance to follow a different course’ 
by asking for concrete findings be- 
fore the argument was conducted. 

‘Violent Assumption’ 

Other sharp rejoinders came from 
Case and Walker. The former took 
the view the committee did make 
findings, although not categorically, 
while the Oklahoman told Patrick 
‘you're getting into a pretty violent 
assumption as far as I am con- 
cerned.’ 

Among the vital issues overlooked 
by the committee, Patrick listed the 
adequacy of signals, noise and static, 
engineering disputes over standards, 
failure of WOR, Newark, to oppose 
the application, and future research 
plans. Statements which the com- 
mittee did make in the way of con- 
elusions were ‘simple and singular,’ 
only half-truths, he declared. 

Jurisdiction of the FCC over WLW 
earnings was challenged. Stated in- 
come figures cited by the committee 
are not a true reflection of the testi- 
mony. Congress never bequeathed 
power to fix rates or regulate re- 
turns, Patrick contended, quoting 
Chief Justice D. Lawrence Groner 
of the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals and insisting ‘service insti- 
tutions cannot be judged by the 
bare-bones theory.’ 

When he termed the committee 
report a ‘gratuitous insult,’ McNinch 
flared up and Walker snapped out 
more startling questions. Patrick 
| Stood firm, admonishing the Com- 








| ent rules’ if it wants to prohibit 
| money-making and noting it is pre- 


| pocketing profits. 
Denial of the application would be 
a ‘strange interpretation’ of the rules 





ee 





and the law; according to Crosley 
mouthpiece. If 500 kw operation 


| mish ‘you will have to write differ- | 


| Posterous to expect one station to! 
| operate for charity while others are 


was a good thing five years ago, why 
isn’t it now? What has happened in 
interim to ruin the service? He 
knows of no radical changes, except 


such as make super-power more de- | 


sirable. 
Fight over the right of Commis- 
sioner George Henry Payne— 


avowed opponent of high wattage— |} 


to take part in the deliberations was 
foreshadowed by his absence from 
the argument. At the conclusion, 


MeNinch inquired if Patrick will ob- | 


ject to Payne’s participating and was 


told WLW must protect itself by re- | 


serving the right to challenge ab- 
sentee voting. listen 
to the argument—even though the 
Commish departed from usual cus- 
tom and had recordings made—to 
understand what it’s all about, Pat- 
rick averred. McNinch remarked 
that until the argument Patrick 


sacesarwy 


+a 
ww 


never raised any issue about Payne’s | 


fitness. to sit as a member of the 
trial panel and ultimatumed that any 
member has perfect right to voice 
his opinion in any case. 

Final decision may be delayed un- 
til the regulators have a chance to 
mull over evidence presented by 
clear-channel plants in favor of re- 
moval of the 50 kw maximum on 
regular operation, although the 
policy matter is involved in another 
distinct proceeding. 


Goodman-Esty 
Grimacing At 
Dorsey-BBD&0 


Professional rivalry that has 
existed for some time between 
Benny Goodman and Tommy Dorsey 
is beginning to transmit itself to 
their respective advertising agencies, 
William Esty & Co. and B. B. D. & 
O., in the form of a needling tourna- 
ment. Esty started the exchange of 
rib amenities by charging that the 
Dorsey-Brown & William show was 
copying ideas from the Goodman- 
Camel stanza. In its comeback B. 
B.-D. & O. implied that that sensi- 
tiveness over comparative popularity 
ratings might be responsible for 
Esty’s jumping to wrong conclusions. 

Esty’s first sarcastic sally was 
brought on by announcement made 
on Dorsey’s program of last Wednes- 
day (14). It had to do with Dor- 
sey’s election as honorary president 
of the Rhythm Club at Oberlin Col- 
lege. Other cause for a burn was 
the report that the Dorsey program 
was adopting a guest policy, some- 
thing which the Goodman show has 
pursued for the past several weeks. 


Herning In 

Esty claimed that the college club 
angle had been used on the Good- 
man session for a long time and that 
with Dorsey it was nothing but a 
case of horning in. B. B. D. & O.’s 
retort was that Dorsey has been 
honored for the past year or more 
by college swing, jitter and whatnot 
| clubs, but that the program has only 
made mention of such designations 
when time would follow. Only dif- 
ference between the two programs 
on this score was that Dorsey’s saw 
no reasons for going to such ex- 
tremes about it. 

As for the allegation that a guest 
| star policy was being adopted for 
| Dorsey just because the Goodman 
| program had it, B. B. D. & O. re- 
| joined, that it was all too absurd for 
| answer. If it did, stated B. B. D. & 
|O., bring in an occasional guest it 
| wasn’t because the program needed 
| bolstering. 
| Shirley Ross appeared with Dor- 
sey last Wednesday (28), but the en- 
gagement had been motivated by 
something that had happened on a 
brenary’ show broadcast from Holly- 
wood last July. Miss Ross was o } 
/of a group of film and radio names 
who had taken part on that show in 
an amateur swing contest. B. B. D. 
& O. stated that it had no intention 
of bringing in guests regularly. Any 
such bookings will have been due to 
_some previous tieup, such as the dis- 
| covery by Dorsey while on the Coast 
,;of a group of eight kids who bill 
, themselves as the Pied Pipers. Lat- 
| ter octet will likewise do a routine 
‘with Dorsey in the near future, 
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| Background Buzz 








EAST 


Ben Alley, tenor, heard for the 
past couple years from WCAU over 
CBS, has switched to KYW, Philly. 
Doing a half-hour sustaining shot on 
NBC Saturday afternoons. 


C. R. Rogers Co. has signed Oliie 
O’Toole for 13-week series of five- 
times weekly half-hour shows over 
WWSW, Pittsburgh. Program will 
have O’Toole doing character imper- 
sonations with recorded music of 
name dance bands under label ‘Mys- 
tery Phil and Co.’ 

South Hills Realty Co. has renewed 
weekly 10-minute script show, ‘Jack 








and Jill’ (Carl Dozer and Stephanie | 
Pittsburgh, | 
| to resume Jan. 8 for indefinite pe- | 


Diamond) over WCAE, 


riod, Placed direct. 

Robert Gill, former announcer at 
| WCAE, Pittsburgh, who has returned 
| to that city for graduate work in 
|dramatics at the Carnegie Tech 
| drama school, is directing a group of 
Tech Players in the weekly ‘Postal 
| Oddities’ series over his old station. 

Jack Hollister, KDKA, Pittsburgh, 

and Jimmy Murray, WCAE, have 
been signed by beer firms for daily 
| five-minute sportscasts over their 
respective outlets. 
Bernie Armstrong back on the job 
at KDKA, Pittsburgh, after spend- 
ing two weeks in a hospital getting 
an infected foot repaired. Still walk- 
ing with a cane, however. 

Joe Villella, KQV, veteran, slated 
for another commercial series which 
will be backed by a brewery. It'll be 
along his usual ‘It’s a recording’ lines. 

Harry Azinsky, concert master of 
KDKA Pittsburgh staff band, has 
just been made assistant conductor 
by Maurice Spitalny, director of 
music at station. He succeeds Al 
Egizi. 

Rose Mountain, contralto of WGY’s 
pioneer days, returned as member 
of quartet on annual Christmas carol 
program keyboarded by Dr. Charles 
Gilbert Spross. 

Halo for fairness by a p.a. was 
handed by Philly radio editors last 
week to-Gil Babbitt, of WPEN. Sta- 
tion airs a drama workshop show 
on which every member of the cast 
has at some time gotten publicity— 
except one. She’s Sara Babbitt, the 
p. a.’s cousin, whom nobody even 
knew belonged to the troupe because 
of Gil’s fear of being accused of 


favoritism. 
SOUTH 


William T. Hales, jr., pupil of An- 
dre de Segurola, in Oklahoma City 
for Christmas. To air over WKY 
— sponsorship of Servel Electro- 
ux, 

Diamond DX products to sponsor 
airing of Orange Bowl game _ be- 
tween Oklahoma Sooners and Ten- 
nessee Vols at Miami Jan. 2 over 
KOMA, Oklahoma City, and KTUL, 
Tulsa. Deal set by Sales Manager 
Lawson Taylor of KTUL. 

Last week’s sick list in one day at 
KTUL, Tulsa, included four hired 
hands: Walter Cox, salesman; John 
Essau, publicity; Bernice Ash, con- 
tinuity ed., face lacerations from 
falling from moving car, and Ken 
Linn, chief announcer, run over 
when getting into his own car—all 
in one day. 

Horlick’s Malted Milk blurbs on 
city-owned WRR, Dallas. 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham. 

J. S. McEldowney, sec-treas Piaza 
Court Broadcasting Co. (KOCY), 
Oklahoma City, 
fall. 

Reginald Allen has moved from 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., to WJSV, 
Washington, D. C. He has been re- 
placed on the Esso Reporter pro- 
gram at WBT by Charles Arlington. 

Mrs. Dorothea McCallister, WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., secretary to the 
manager, has resigned. Ruth Davis 
is her successor. 

Lincoln Dellar, manager of WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., is back from a busi- 
ness trip to Virginia and West Vir- 
ginia. 

Gene Austin, on a personal ap- 
pearance tour through this section, 
aired over WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
aided by Candy and Coco, accom- 
panists. 

Bob Gregory, formerly with 
WDOD, Chattanooga, announcing at 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 

Lew Kent (WMAZ, Macon, an- 
nouncer) now recovering from his 
eighth abdominal operation, will 
have to be out of the running until 
February his doctor announced. 

WMAZ employees received Christ- 
mas bonus of a share in the 4% 








large as last year. 

Charles Keel has joined WAGA, 
Atlanta, sales department. 

WKY and KOCY, Oklahoma City, 
aired Christmas program from Mu- 
nicipal auditorium. 

Wm. C. Gillespie, vice-president, 
general manager KTUL, Tulsa, pre- 
sented ‘Radio Today and Tomorrow’ 
discussion before Tulsa Rotary club 
and Nowata (Okla.) C. of C. 

Rita White, editor ‘Women’s Mag- 
azine of Air,’ KLRA, Little Rock, re- 
signed to marry Frank Hennessey, 





Through | 


arm broken from | 


net profits of the company. Not as |. 


announcer, at WMC, Memphis. Re- 
placed by Theda Drennan, formerly 
with KGHI. 

Ewing Carmady, new announcer 
KTOK, Oklahoma City. Hails from 
KWKH, Shreveport. 

Abe Hale’s orchestra doing three- 
|a-week for Oklahoma network, 

Perry Ward and Ted Andrews pro- 
moting New Year’s eve dance with 
local radio talent at civic aud. Ward 
is of WKY, Andrews KTOK. 

Dick Johnson, KGFF, Shawnee 
(Okla.) sportscaster, new ‘Sport- 
light’ program for local furniture 
company. 

Oklahoma Night Riders new h.d. 
orchestra on Oklahoma Network. 
From Kome, Tulsa. 


WEST 


Eddie Cantor due back in Holly- 
| wood with his air troupe Jan. i4. 

Cecil Underwood, producer of 
Fibber McGee. and Molly, passing 
| the holidays with his family on the 
| Coast. 

Gaylord Carter pumping the organ 
at KFWB (Hollywood), vice Eddie 
Eben. 


Eddie Albright at KHJ (Los An- 
| geles) as commentator after 14 years 
| at KNX there. 


| Norman Sullivan helping Wilkie 
| Mahoney dream up gags for Bob 
| Hope. 

Thomas Conrad Sawyer joined 
| KHJ announcing and continuity staff. 
| John Conte barks the commercials 
| on the new Gulf-Hollywood Guild 








| show. 

Danny Danker moved his Holly- 
| wood radio staff into the new J. 
| Walter Thompson quarters across 
| the street from NBC’s Radio City. 

| Gus Edwards auditioning talent 
for new show on KFWB (Holly- 
wood). 

Cully Richards back in Hollywood 
after attending funeral of his mother 
in Cleveland. 

Don Gilman threw open to the 
public—at 40c. a head—NBC’s Radio 
City in Hollywood. 

Ken Niles heads talent school to 
polish up tyros for appearance on 
Wrigley’s Gateway to Hollywood 
program. 

NBC will remote the music of Ray 
Noble from Earl Carroll’s theatre in 
Hollywood. 

Donald Thornburgh brought back 
a bonus from New York for all 
workers at network’s Columbia 
Square in Hollywood. 

Watanabe and Archie back as a 
eg commercial audition on the 

oast. 











SALT LAKE CITY 


Representative: 
John Blair & Co. 
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Columbus, Ohio 
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But it means $0 MUCH MORE to advertisers ! 


® Boy! Are we pleased... and proud ... over our 
Varety Showmanship Award! And not alone be- 
cause of the honor itself, but because impressing 
you, VARIETY, is the best possible proof to adver- 


tisers that we have thoroughly impressed our 


markez first. 


And that, after all, is the important thing about 
these awards of yours, VARIETY, ‘Sure, the placque 
looks pretty, hanging in a conspicuous place in the 
studio . , . but it’s what’s back of it that really 
matters, 


Back of KVOR’s, for instance, is all the experi- 
ence that, for the past 4 years, has caused you to 
rank WKY in Oklahoma City and KLZ in Denver, 
tops in their respective markets . . . Back of it is 
the half-century history of attainment that centers 
around the Oklahoman and Times... that has 
made the Farmer-Stockman the greatest farm. 
Paper in the Southwest. 


In its own way and in its own sphere, KVOR 
matches these outstanding performances. As 
unique as the market it server “his station sells the 


This means a lot to us! 





Pikes Peak Region from within . . . influences 
the buying habits of this highly-concentrated, 
wealthy area as no other medium can possibly 
influence it ... reflects, in its exceptional equip- 
ment, skilled personnel and. now nationally-recog- 
nized showmanship, the ynusual. personality of its 
market. 


That’s the thing that’s significant to advertisers 
+ «and for telling them about it through your 
gratefully-acknowledged citation . . . well, Gosh, 
Variety—Thanks! 


KVOR 





_ LARGEST TURN-AWAY CROWD ever assembled in Colorado 
- Springs’ Municipal Auditorium drove through torrential 


rains to witness final broadcast of KVOR’s “Road to 
Fame” programs ... one of the spectacular displays of 


‘showmanship that keeps the Pikes Peak Region (below) 


sold on KVOR. 
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KVOR IS SOUTHERN COLORADO’S HOME STATION 
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COLUMBIA NETWORK @ 1000 WATTS @ FULL TIME 


The Oklshoma Publishing Co, © The Daily Oklahoman @ Oklahoma City Times @ The Farmer-Stockman 
WKY, Oklahoma City © KLZ, Denver (Affiliated Management) @ Represented by The Katz Agency, Ine. 
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MOST OF NBC BIZ IS FROM RENEWALS 30 
SPONSORS KNOW THE RULES, SAYS WITMER 


° ° ° s ° | cimecicelal ballyhoo. Radio sells 
NBC Sales Chief Explains Policies That Guide Com-| 54) oe of tte ane Gat Ge Walle meee 


mercial Operation—Turns Down Accounts That) imto entertainment. Sponsor puffs 


are only 4.1% of the total commer- 
Conflict with Policy | cial program time. 


Various limitations on selling web 
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Duluth—Sam Levitan, KDAL’s special eventsman, kept kissable through- 
out his Christmas broadcast of ‘Corner Kibitzers’ Club’—thanks to a fan, 
who phoned the station that he would refrain from hanging mistletoe over 
every KDAL door, only if Levitan would wear a sprig of the stuff in his 
hat during his on-the-street broadcast. 

Several femmes took advantage of the Yule flora. 

















Buffalo—Jim Britt, WBEN sportcaster, promised a copy of a set of health 
rules to any listeners who would write in. Among those to request the diet 
and exercise sheet was an inmate of Attica State Prison—and one of the 
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|time. From policy standpoint, cer-| health rules is, ‘Run a mile daily in the open air.’ ,. 
Washington, Dec. 27. president in charge of sales, was on etal aie adiienie tor upaneurs | 
y - ialization charges| the stand two days. NBC presenta- | CO a yailz fa sor- | 
cto aera nt yeerge so" during tion is still unfinished after more | ship. Network wants to win peee> McCLATCHY FACSIMILE 
chain-monopoly hearings just before| than five weeks of oratory and | tige from such programs as Tosca- | 
the FCC went into holiday hiberna- | quizzing. nini and Damrosch. Important sus-| Install 100 Sets Free to Users for 
tion. Roy C. Witmer, NBC vice-| Following an elementary explana- | tainings cannot be pushed to another | One Year 
‘ ‘tion of sales technique and chro-|hour for any commercial no matter | ———— 
| nology of commercial policies, Wit- | how great the monetary temptation. | Sacramento, Dec. 27. ==S = 
| mer answered complaints that too | Inelasticity of the calendar and clock | Although practical television for | Ey LOUIS SS 
/much time goes for propaganda|puts an automatic check on com- | home use is still many years away, | Ey = 
purposes and that network exec-| mercial broadcasting. Another pro-/| facsimile broadcasting of a tabloid | § = 
| utives do not have sufficient regard | tection is the practice of splitting newspaper is almost here, Guy C. ARMSTRONG 
| rod me renttion ss gr agen Good | the day into station and network pe- | Hamilton, vice-president and gen- 
| taste is the watchword in commer-|riods. High cost of chain programs | 4,9] manager of the Sacramento Bee ash tine 
| cial programming, because agen- | means only a limited number of ad-| aq other McClatchy newspapers ORCHESTRA 
cies, sales staff, production people, | vertisers can be deemed prospective | -:ateq this week. Facsimile receiv- ; 
and experienced sponsors realize @/sponsors. Still another limitation is|; ~~ : cos : s . - rpg ole | B Breaking His Own All f 
pleased listener is the best prospec- |+the fact that certain products can be — _— a F oa a ae on gern = Time Record at the & 
tive customer. advertised only at particular periods arene ae FreMNO, SO Mh Gan Cty, | aN APOLLO, New York j= 
| While NBC adheres to high ethical |i¢ the message is to reach the po- | 2?0Ut Jan. 1, and the experiment of | FEA This Week fed 
“ standards, there is no rigid code gov- | tential market. newscasting by this method will be | E== * SS 
sensational erning advertising continuity, the Few Can Afford It | carried on for a year, at no cost to | B= Week (Dec. 30) ——— 
Commish was told. Because situa- Variety in program service is a | the recipients, Hamilton said. —J NIXON GRAND, = . 
C : Hall tions differ, in doubtful cases, the keystone of good public service, Wit- ‘Television as now developed can- | &> PHILA. — ‘ 
arnegie web leans over backwards and many |..6, qeclared Consequently "NBC not be used below the fourth floor e —— 
luscious accounts have been lost tries to spot different types of shows | Of a building,’ he said. ‘Every spark- Management = 
“Experiment in modern 
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| PAUL 





and his 


ALL AMERICAN BAND 





A Complete Sell-Out 
Hundreds Turned Away 
Last Sunday Night 


“He makes all the 
juvenile pretenders look 
like so many first grade 
pupils,” 


—ROBERT SYLVESTER, 
N. ¥. Daily News. 
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WHITEMAN 


(IN PERSON) 
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“RHYTHM 
RODEO” 


Manhattan’s Mightiest 
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| devote about 40% 


through refusal to waive a policy 
point. 
Written Commandments 

Outlining the NBC definition of 
‘unacceptable’ accounts, Witmer re- 
lated that first written command- 
ments were promulgated five years 
ago and sketched the progressive at- 


which involves ballyhoo ‘distasteful, 
morbid, or unpleasant’ is verboten 
and in border-line cases the web 
feels ‘the safest thing to do is to 
rule it out.’ 

Test of commercial announce- 
ments is the amount of interest, and 
number of words or length of time. 
Observation of listener reaction has 
shown that often longer blurbs -are 
better liked, particularly if they are 
intriguing and informative regarding 
products in which the public is in- 
terested. Sales staff is aware of 
the yardsticks and does not try to 
argue down objections that may be 
raised by program oglers, Witmer 
insisted, and agencies are aware of 
listener tastes and habits. With 
most of the web accounts coming 
from repeat sponsors, NBC seldom 
has a fight with the bill-payer, al- 
though it reserves the right to turn 
down any copy which may appear 
offensive. 

Attitude on Games 


Specific commercial problems were 
discussed during the two days, in- 
cluding prize contests, delayed re- 
broadcasting, political speeches, con- 
troversial subjects, and competition 
between the Red and the Blue 
chains. 

For a. long time, NBC was un- 
friendly to guessing games and 
similar other come-on propaganda. 
But the listener interest has become 
so widespread and intensive that the 
bars have been let down. Public en- 
joys matching wits, so that com- 
plaints are scarce. Usually the 
yowls are traced to material which 
was lost, as is inevitable when 
millions of letters are involved. Ad- 
vertisers appreciate contests must be 
on the level, because the purpose of 
ballyhoo is generation of good-will. 

Physical considerations as well as 
deliberate judgment limits. the 
amount of commercialization, Witner 
asserted. Scoffing at the idea too 
muceh time is sold, he pointed out the 
proportion of commercial announce- 
ments is microscopic in comparison 
with the percentage of newspaper 
and magazine space consumed in 





customer cultivation. Printed media 
of their columns to 











HARRY SOSNIK... 


.. MUSICAL DIRECTOR. 


CHARLES BOYER—WOODBURY PLAYHOUSE 


(ORIGINAL SCORE) 


Sundays—9 P.M. EST-N BC 
JOE E. BROWN—POST TOASTIES 


Saturdays—7:30 P.M. Est- CBS 
MANAGEMENT MCA 








on its two hook-ups, an added handi- 
cap to the time salesmen. Because 
national network sponsors are rela- 
tively scarce and have big bankrolls, 
the webs must be careful to see that 
radio campaigns do not fizzle or to 
allow them to put on an inappro- 
priate type of advertising. 


fair opportunity is assured opposing 
factions. Certain features—such as 
talks by the President and high offi- 
cialdom—should not be identified 
with commercial products. Likewise 
religious and educational features. 
Little trouble with political candi- 
dates, because of diligent efforts not 
to take sides. Whenever sponsors 
want to touch on controversial topics, 
the web checks to see if they have a 
selfish interest. Policy on such mat- 
ters is still in the evolutionary stage 
because of need for more experience 
before trying to adopt hard-and-fast 
principles. 

Reception given commercials by 
the public is a valuable guide. When 
only a tiny percentage of the mail 
is adverse, the logical conclusion is 
that the program is suitable. Criti- 
cism always is studied with a view 
to improving the service wherever 
possible. 

Operation of two networks by a 
single company does not endanger 
the public interest, in Witmer’s view. 
While he feels it would be impos- 
sible for a single firm to handle all 
webs, he was confident that NBC is 
better able to serve the radio audi- 
ence when it can coordinate pro- 
grams on competing hook-ups. 

Agencies Stewardship 

Responsibility for preparation of 
commercial programs is divided, 
Commish learned. Witmer explained 
that actual approval of continuities 
is a duty of a special division di- 
rectly under President Lenox R. 
Lohr, but sometimes he settles con- 
flicts. Allowing advertising agen- 
cies to. build shows is not harmful 
nor does it involve operating diffi- 
culties. Agencies are aware of net- 
works’ policies and standards while 
NBC has the last word whether a 
program gets on the air. 

Hearings suspend this week, with 
the probers returning te werk on 
Jan. 4 hoping to finish hearing the 
NBC tale next week. Sehedule puts 
CBS en the stand when NBC is 
through and likely to take five te six 
weeks, 








‘JACK STARR TO N. Y. 


Kansas City, Dec. 27. 

Jack Starr, sports announcer for 
KMBC, left the station last week 
for New York. Spieler had been 
with the station six years, his only 
radio connection. Previous to radio 
was in legit. 

His last sponsor was Paul Jones 
cigarettes, and he spoke for Oldsmo- 
bile on broadcasts of Big Six foot- 
ball games. 





Hugo Vogel Joins Agency 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Hugo Vogel, formerly on the sales 
staff of NBC here, has joined the 
Beaumont & Hohman agency locally. 
Vogel comes in as a v.p. and ac- 
count exec. 





plug in every automobile cuts in on 
the frequency on lower levels and 
causes spots like snowflakes. Also 
no means of financing television has 
been conceived,’ Hamilton said, 
Radio Angle 

He said that the McClatchy news- 

papers pioneered a newspaper-owned 


a tempts to improve program stand-|" Restrictions imposed by webs on|TFradio station (KFBK) in California, T 
* ards. Many gor onoe Ppp use of commercial time for discus- | and that they have found that, far ues. 
2 en ant Set endl n ax: sion of controversial questions. Time | from being a detriment, the stations Th 
ig ° « . . . ° a. 
is necessary. Any product or service must be reserved for debaters, so| have materially aided the circula urs. 


tion of the Sacramento Bee and 
Fresno Bee. 

Out of 26 west coast newspapers, 
only three increased their circula- 
tion five months of this year, ending 
in September, according to Editor 
and Publisher reports,’ he stated. 
‘The Sacramento Bee was one of 
them, and we attribute this increase 
to the constant plugging we give the 
paper on our radio stations.’ 


Job-Finder Finds One 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Appearance on a job-finder show 
aired on WPEN by the Pennsy Un- 
employment Compensation Board 
won Walter E. Johnson a $3,200-a- 
year job last week at Arthurdale, 
West Virginia. Johnson was on the 
program on Aug. 17. 

Show is conducted by John Kolb- 
man, former Philly Record scribbler, 








Compensation Board. Job seekers 
are given numbers when listing their 
qualifications via the air, although 
this provision has recently been 
lifted in the cases of several Ger- 
man refugees who were permitted to 
tell their stories. 





How About Sex? 
Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Ruth Elliot, formerly with WGAR, 
Cleveland, has joined the WFIL staff 
as home economist. Miss Elliot yes- 
terday started a three-a-week shot 
with the promise that woman lis- 
teners won’t be told what to. eat, 
what to wear or how to run their 
homes. 

Femme has been in radio since 
1929. 
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JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Blidg., Radio City. New York 
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Sat. 
JOSEPH RINES 


and His Orchestra 
HARRY RICHMAN’S 
ROAD TO MANDALAY 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 








‘THE O'NEILLS' 


By JANE 


WEST 


MOST POPULAR 


MORE 
Ly EART-THROBS 


wv 


TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
CBs - WABC— 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


2:15to 2:30P.M. EST 
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Decision on the case of RCA Vic- ‘GIVE THIS GAL A JOB’ tained aerial they weigh less ROCHESTER BID WILL J. J. Devine & Associates retires 


tor et Agree eg " mn — 15 mgr ‘ Pe this Saturday (31) from the station 
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h jes Judge Vincent Leibell in en wave, Evy 06. ey on demonstrate salable sustaining BE FOUGHT BY INS representation end of the business. 
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t N. Y. federal court, is not ee sect | programs currently being aired It has turned over the contracts it 
e before the latter part of February. vet eee _ | and to show the superior signal i oD TE ii —" | holds with 35 stations to Burn- 
Counsel for the three litigants were hee Seattle, Dec 27. strength which WFIL claims in paws Reger me A ane, oe Smith Co., Inc., a compartively new 
oo P given until Jan. 15 to file the final Urging that the Pacific Northwest the Philly territory. | ndward J. oy e, nggenney age t firm of reps. Heading the latter is 

priefs be represented on the FCC, Wash- ice .| saler, has made a new application to Walter P. Burns, who heretofore has 
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During the trial, which had lasted ington Commonwealth Federation, in the FCC for a Rochester radio sta specialized in research and promo- 


six dats WNEW counsel took little a resolution indorsed Nan Wood Farm Series on WOR, N. y. tion operating on 1270 kilocycles. He om “Wile belek wee OF even thaith: 


t part until Victor sought to Honeyman, defeated Democratic con- previously had asked for 1500 kilo-|9q manager of Devine’s radio de- 
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broaden the issue to include other | &T@sswoman from Oregon for a po- Spee cycles. partment; William Noble, who comes 
than Whiteman’s phonograph rec- | Sion on the FOnerns ‘ ranma err eate a ae me. pee gan os a - Doyle is reputedly wealthy and | from the N. Y. American, and Wal- 
ords.. The station’s lawyers objected tions Commission. The Fong eanaggro eg ae vilgrgie ene paige ys | with good political connections. | ter Reid, who used to be with Ben- 
+a this procedure but the court over- | WaS sent President Roosevelt by the; bought time on Ww OR, Newark, Other stations here will oppose | ton & Bowles. 

i executive board of the Federation. through the station’s local sales of-! 


led them when Victor counsel | : 5...| granting the permit. 
painted out that the other incidents} Resolution referred to the former aha bgtherctrengg on ane Boateng 
cited, such as the WNEW Ballroom | congresswoman from the adjoining | reg oe 7 — i - —"S of | 
of the Air program, were illustrative | state ‘as an outstanding progressive 30 pote asl . ame | 
of the practices in which broadcast- | who would be fully competent to| Fulapep is a Quaker Oats product, Williams, Inc., as an account rege liciting. it ge a course of 
ers engaged with regard to phono-| carry out’ the objectives of the New and its program wifl consist of plat-| met c oates eo wm . re son . ee “4 A cope ete: 
graph discs. Victor contended that | Deal on behalf of the Pacific North- terined interviews 6= ‘the man on the ver ising was with Judson a = — . ut ss ) 
the es my not the hen west.. aten * Program Corp. | pens : 
terpretive artists had a common law 
right in the records and that per- 
mission for their broadcast use 
should be obtained from the manu- | 
facturer. 
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Devine had ent< red the radio field 


merely because some of the news- 
papers it represented wanted the 
William Coates has joined Hansen-| same firm to do its national spot so- 
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Maurice Snyeiser, who as general 
counsel for the National Association | 
of Performing Artists, had instigated | 
the original action, handled White- 
man’s case. Speiser argued that the 
main point was whether the artist in 
recording his talents for a stipend 
yielded or waived his rights to con- 
trol the use of his interpretation. He 
belittled the part that the manufac- 
turer played in creating or fashion- | 
ing the wax entertainment. All the 
latter did, said Speiser, was to pro- 
vide mechanical facilities. 

View that Victor now takes is that 
it will be the gainer regardless of | 
what side the court favors as long as 
it decides that a common law right 
does exist in the recorded work of 
the artist. Outside of three or four 
artists, who have in recent years re- 
served the broadcast rights, Victor 

bs by virtue of its contracts controls all | 
’ such rights. 


HERE AND THERE 


Marx Loeb, former production 
chief at WIP, Philly, now with CBS, 
has been assigned to the Orson 
Welles’ drama unit. 
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Joe Di Natale, promotion manager — PEE 
for WFAB, Lincoln, has joined the 


sales staff of KGNF, North Platte, 
Neb. 


John Lagen, page boy at NBC, Chi- 
cago, is joining the continuity depart- 
ment of KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, re- 
placing Joe Miller, resigned. 





F _ Wander Company, Chicago (Oval- 
. tine), through Blackett-Sample- ee : ™ Fae f 
P Hummert, starts three night an- 1 news editor 


nouncements weekly Jan. 4 for 13 : ntaters 
weeks on KSFO, San Francisco. : come 





Standard Oil of California through . ees FE. . that’s why 
McCann-Erickson, spotting 21 night — € Sullivan ; f ro 
announcements weekly on KSFO, bei 4 1S So Tar ont 


San Francisco, starting Jan. 1 over ss ; g in front as the 
one-year period. 4 Single Station cam 





Washington State Apple Growers 
Association, through J. Walter 
Thompson, 10 daytime announce- 
ments weekly for four weeks. 





American Popcorn Co., Sioux City, 
Ia. (Jollytime Popcorn) through 
Coolidge agency, Des Moines. weekly 
> five-minute transcribed program, 
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Minnesota Consolidated Canneries 
(Butter Kernel Corn), through Long 
Advertising Service, participating in 
the live talent ‘friendly Homemaker’ 
Program on KSFO, San Francisco, 
once weekly. 
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L. E. LaGrave has joined the sales 


separtment of WNAX, Yankton, S. | 
ak. LaGrave formerly was regional | 





Sales manager for Look i 
B uffalo, N. y. magazine at 
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Frank Morgan Takes His Pants Off 
For a Studio Laugh in Hollywood 


+ 





Outside of wallowing in Christmas 
cheer. last week’s (22) installment of 
the MGM concoction hewed closely 
to the regular formula. Perhaps the 
Xmas angle had something to do 
with going overboard on the visible 
play for laughs to the studio audi- 
ence. High point of the occasion’s 
katzenjammers was the removal of 
Frank Morgan’s pants, with Robert 
Young, m. c., confiding the cause to 
the unseen audience after the studio 
hubbub had subsided. This incident 

ikely rates a radio first. 

In keeping with the Christmas 
spirit, Fannie Brice and Henry Staf- 
ford engaged in a Baby Snooks and 
Daddy routine which wasn’t climaxed 
with a slap and a yowl. Baby Snooks 


this time comported herself like a | 


little female Lord Fauntleroy. She | 


bestowed $10 upon a newsboy who | 


wanted to buy a present for his | 
mommy. Tony Martin sang about | 
‘Christmas Night in Harlem’ and the | 
Meredith Willson-batoned orchestra, | 
with a mixed choral group in sup- 
port, provided a pleasing interpre- 
tation of ‘Silent Night.’ 

Frank Morgan, even with the 
pants removal bit, wasn’t as funny 
as he usually is with his Baron 
Munchausen-Major Hoople patter. 
For the dramatic interlude there was 
Robert Taylor in a spy romance of 
the Ouida era. Doomed to die at 
dawn at the hands of a firing squad, 
the hero is granted his last wish— 
attendance at a ball given by an old 
sweetheart. She knows nothing of 
his plight until it is too late, Rita 
Johnson made an effective partner 
for the softly accented exchange. 

Odec. 


‘DAWN PATROL’ 

With Fred Wood 

Six Hours 

Participating 

Daily, 1 a. m. to 7 a. m. 
WIP, Philly 


Philly’s first all-night stint is pat- 
terned largely after the model Stan 
Shaw has set in New York. On the 
air three weeks, it has achieved only 
one sponsor, but a lot of pleasant re- 
actions on the idea to date. Sponsor 
has bought a news period for the 
final 15 minutes of the marathon. 

Handling the mike is Fred Wood, 
recently brought to WIP from WSNJ, 
Bridgeton, N. J. Wood has a very 
good voice. Although not the overly- 
friendly type that might be expected 
on a show of this type he’s a fairly 
accomplished ad libber. He sticks 
pretty much to the business at hand, 
though, going in very little for puns 
or wisecracks. Little more wit 
might help those dreary hours. 

Material on the show consists of 
recordings, weather reports, time, 
reports on road conditions, and 
names, names, and more names. 
There are more names than music, 
fully half of the time being taken up, 

articularly earlier in the night, by 

ood reading names. It makes what 
otherwise would be a good show 
boring and monotonous. A gesture 
to moronic egotists who get joy out 
of hearing their names on the air. 
Station argues that it is necessary 
to read the names to keep up inter- 
est in a show of this type. Maybe. 
But how about some _ restraint, 
change of pace, variety? And, on 
the other hand, what about the large 
audience that’s lost, for there must 
be intelligent people who are up at 
night and would be interested in 
music, but not the terrific dribble of 
25 to 50 names read between each 
recording. Herb. 





‘YOUNG BLOODS OF RADIO’ 
With George Elrick, Issy Bonn, Mor- 
ton Fraser, Al Devito and Shirley 

Lenner 
20 Mins. 

Friday (2) 
BBC, London 

A misnomer, because the two 
principal members of the troupe 
have already been doing BBC time 
over a period of years; Elrick. as 
former member of Henry Hall’s BBC 
dance band, and Issy Bonn as a fre- 
quent contributor to the variety 
bills, 

It’s a pleasant 20-minute light en- 
tertainment without suggesting any 
of the participants are likely to 
build up into radio’s hig-timers. 

Elrick, now band conductor, war- 
bler and funster all in one, has some 
definite personality, and may be a 
turn to look forward to; the quality 
of Bonn’s Jewish character mono- 
logs is well known, though in this 
broadcast his gags didn’t click so 
good because there was no studio 
audience; and Shirley Lenner, a 14- 
year-old singing phenomenon, while 
without the maturity of a Deanna 
Durbin, can effectively put across a 
sweet number. Morton Fraser's har- 
monica efforts were commendable. 

Highspot of the show was a series 

of flash impressions of famous stars 
in Hollywood and London, for which 
no individual credits were allotted, 
but which reflected the excellent 
teamwork of the gang, who are cur- 
rently touri the halls with the 
same mater they gave in the 
broadcast. ; 


| ‘Snow White’ medley vocalizing and | quicimers, a stringed instrument of 


KENTUCKY NATIVITY PLAY 

With John Jacob Niles, Herbie Koch, 
Meador Lowrey, Dick Fischer, 
George Walsh, Wassail Singers 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Wed., Thurs., Fri., 4 p. m. 

WHAS, Louisville 


Local version of the Nativity Play 
in the idiom of the Appalachian 
| Mountains, in which is recounted the 
| Annunciation, the search for the inn, 











Follow-Up Comment 


'and the birth of Christ, divided into 
| three acts, and aired during Xmas | 
week, was written by John Jacob | 
Niles, who has devoted years to re- | 
search on the subject of folkmusic of 
the Southern Appalachians. Carols 
and songs used on the program are 
said to have been sung by descend- 
ants of English people who knew 
them first, while some of the carols | 
and worthy goodwill publicity for | are almost purely native. 
the star with the midwest and east- | Niles carried bulk of the singing 
ern listeners. The mikes, acter 4 | chores, chanting the carols and folk 
-Cy | 


hidden in the Crosby Xmas | songs in an appealing tenor voice, 
picKkea Up Me aUGioLe Teacuions Cf) bordering throughout on the falsetto. | 
three of the four children, with papa | pis vocalizations were backgrounded | 
Bing and mammy Dixie doing a little |} y ag mixed quartet, well blended. 
ad libbing. The mother contented | Dramatic portion of the programs | 
herself with seasonal greetings, but was handled by staff voices, in an | 
Crosby’s admonitions to the kids—| acceptable style, and characteriza- 


‘ - one * . ’ ‘ 

come you guys,’ ‘get into it, men, | tions were well sustained and au- 

etc— as they went for their Xmas |thentic. Musical background was 

presents was sound seasonal senti- provided by Herbie Koch at the 

ment on the air. ; organ, with Niles filling in his own 
Junior crooners also did a little | accompaniment at the piano, and 








Bing Crosby and all the lil} 
Crosbys were on NBC blue hookup | 
at 11:15 (New York) Xmas morning 
from their Toluca lake home near | 
Hollywood. which means that not | 
many, probably, heard ’em on the | 
Coast but it certainly was wholesome | 








. ° | 
Ken Carpenter, who spieled, now | home manufacture, which came over | 
knows how it felt when an actor | the ether with a soft strumming ef- | 
played the State-Lake, Chi, for | fect which registered. 
breakfast. It’s a cinch no actor at 


Nativity play as presented by 
Niles and his co-workers impressed 
as a deeply religious presentation of 
the Christmas story, and as such will 
probably be repeated in years to fol- 
low, and without doubt, as the play 
becomes more widely known, might 
well become an air fixture during 
the Christmas season. 

Production handled by Dudley 
Musson, who turned in tight job 
throughout. Hold. 


any time anywhere got such favor- 
able national publicity as with this 
15-minute Sunday morning hookup 
on NBC-red. 

It was great sentimental pushover 
stuff, well attuned to the season, and 
as the kids tried out their accordions, 
horns, drums, etc., the world came 
into the Crosby home, apparently, to 
share Xmas cheer with them. 





Fred Allen (as heard in Schenec- 
tady) gave too much of a New York 
City background to the first half 
hour of the last two Town Hall 
broadcasts. Comedy sequences tended 
to be over-localized, with situations 
and references that intrigued studio 
audience and probably metropolitan 
area listeners, but which meant less 
to dialers in other parts of the coun- 
try. An extended treatment, for 
laughs, of demolition of the Sixth 
Avenue ‘El’ was one instance of this 
—who cares or knows in Podunk? 
On latter shot, there was series of 
‘interviews’ ‘and gags about the 
politeness expected of New Yorkers 
during the World’s Fair. This also 
carried more guffaws for dialers in 
Big City sector than for those out in 
the sticks. And Allen’s exchanges 
with guest telephone inspector con- 
tained lines strictly New Yorkese. 

Allen, incidentally, stil! goes inside 
stuff on show business, especially the 
decline of vaudeville. One crack on 
the latter which belly-laughed visual 
audience was: ‘I know a female im- 
personator who hasn’t worked for 
two years. You know it’s made a 
man of him’ (latter sentence spoken 
slowly and pseudo-seriously ). 





rupted only by a single hymn, beau- 
tifully rendered by Kenny Baker 
and, what was equally smart, not in- 
terrupted at all by any commercial. 
Only one offhand reference in come- 
dy vein to Jello must have left a 
particularly good impression for the 
religious holiday. 


Benny has been off-stride lately. 
His New York broadcasts were | 
especially poor (and not because the | 
visual audience in the east is} 
tougher!) but with this session he| 
was. playing professional football | 
lagain after slipping back to high 
school standards. 

It is the deadly responsibility of | 
the Benny brigade to maintain the | 
fastest comedy pace ever set in radio. 
Small wonder from time to time they 
go stale. Formula stuff was par- 
ticularly lack-lustre in the business 
of going to, arriving in, and return- 
ing from, Hollywood (previous 
weeks), but this time Benny fooled 
the plot-guessers—there was noth- 
ing about gifts. He got well away 
from previous Christmases. 


As a case history in mental pic- 
ture-making this scripts could be 
held up, line for line, for clinical 
study. It was beautifully rehearsed 
and emphasized, and spread a vivid 
sense of make-believe. Most of the 
time Benny was script-pictured as on 
a ladder decorating a tree. His self- 
pretentious social plans, all dashed 
by double-meaning telegrams from 
celebrated guests that regret they 
can’t come, were woven into a 
routine of doorbell-ringing, quips 
from Mary Livingstone, comic im- 
pertinences by the colored butler, 
Rochester, and a hoke Santa Claus 
played by Andy Devine (who got 
stuck in the chimney). 

Joan Bennett was on the show (a 
much-booked gal these days) as one 
who caused Benny to droll senti- 
mentally. She made a perfect foil 
for the fatuous self-deluding char- 
acterization which Benny has by now 
developed into a fine art. Benny 
makes himself likable by making 
himself slightly absurd, and there- 
fore thoroughly human. 











Joe Penner’s Husky fol-de-rol 
Thursday (22) was humorous and 
strongly in the groove for younger 
listeners. Punch portion was the re- 
vision of Dickens’ Christmas Carol 
‘Scrooge’ to fit Penner and his aides. 
Scripting was a natural for Penner 
who was provided with plenty of 
opportunities to deliver in that ‘Boy, 
am I a rascal’ manner. Tommy Lane, 
ll-year-old songster, contributed 
‘When Shadows Fall’ in good voice. 
Roy Atwell tongue-twisted as usual. 

pener was good for giggles with 
Penner spotted in the Brazilian 
jungles building a transmitter to 
send Christmas greetings home. Be- 
tween a mistletoe, the technicalities 
of building a transmitter, and a 
crack—unusually smart—about the 
California weather, the titters came 
fairly fast. Lou Pollack orch. tossed 
in a few good numbers, best bein 
an arrangement of the expec 
ane Bells.’ Commercials digesti- 

e. 





Richard Barthelmess teamed with 
Miriam Hopkins on the Rudy Vallee 
show Thursday (22) for a dramatic 
sketch called ‘The Light.’ Thing was 
well done although a little heavy in 
spots and upstaged Miss Hopkins for 
most of the few minutes allotted to 
its Sperone ip (Barthelmess res 
cently returned from abroad to make 
a film for Columbia Pictures). 

Piece was in the girl and boy 
motif sans originality. Listening 
brought vague memories of the 
thing having been done on air be- 
fore. It concerned a young sales 


girl who renounces her love because 
of bad eyesight scheduled to reach | Kieran, Franklin P. Adams and Oscar 
total blindness ultimately. Levant got the hang of a good verbal 
Barthelmess as _ the boy wasn’t —_ session, the guest yen asserted 
very convincing. Script didn’t drive; itself and split the combo. Recent 
home whether he was supposed to | guesters, such as Heywood Broun and 
be a milquetocast but that’s the way|even Alexander Woolcott were not 
he sounded. Possible that impres-|up to the mark. Kieran and Adams 
sion was garnered because his voice | do all the work and the guesters get 
wasn't pitched robust enough for/|the billing. It’s lopsided, and com- 
radio, eason for ‘The Light’ tag; pletely needless to have broken up 
was evidenced when the two be-/|the original bunch, which couldn't 
friended a homeless woman and her|help but improve with experience 
baby. Latter discerned Miss Hop-| instead of wearing out. 
kins unhappiness and made her see| Fact that the questions after a 
how wrong her stand was against| while tend to too much of the same 
marriage with blindness in view. Bit| ilk may be unavoidable. Nonethe- 
was well done though, Miss Hopkins | Jess, such happens to be the impres- 
getting as much as possible out of it.| sion. Possible remedy is not to doc- 
tor the stanza with too much crazy. 
stuff, but to use the latter only for 





‘Information, Please,’ stanza, under 
the aegis of Canada Dry, has of late 
got itself into a groove not as high 
as previously. While this type of pro- 
gram depends largely on the mood of 
the ad libbers, the fault does not 
appear to lie in the gang’s drying up. 
Rather it seems to hinge on: (1) not 
enough variations in the choice of 
question, and (2) guest policy. 


Latter angle (the guest stuff) is one 
of those manias with agencies. But 
in this instance it falls pretty flat. 
Just when Clifton Fadiman, John 








Jack Benny’s Christmas night 




















broadcast was a comedy gem. Inter-/| highlight. 


Inside Stuff—Radio a 


CBS officials last week denied the report that the network was scatter. 
ing nine members of its New York engineering staff around the country 
after the first of the year in order to frustrate their alleged agitation 
within the house union. Explanation which the web advanced for the 
shuffle was that it felt that the transfers would serve to give the men 
more experience. Also that it could give engineers now with its managed 
and operated stations a chance to show their talents in New York. 

It’s the first time that Columbia has done anything of this sort on such 
an extensive scale. The nine men were called in last week and given their 
final checks as CBS-New York employees and told to report on Jan, 3 in 
such towns as Los Angeles, Charlotte, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Washington 
and Cincinnati. 

CBS’ inside union of engineers was formed in 1936 and a five-year con- 
tract with the network followed in quick course. Efforts of the American 





| Communications Commission, CIO affiliate, to crash the CBS personnel 


rarks was thwarted last year when the National Labor Relations Board, 
acting on a complaint by the ACA, ruled that any vote on bargaining rep- 
resentative would have to be confined to each station operated by Columbia 
and not made a CBS-nationai referendum, 





Anent the disclosure of the American Map Co.’s device for catching 
broadcasters who make unauthorized use of copyrighted maps, it was 
learned last week that NBC maintains its own map-drafting department 
and thereby exercises a clear copyright over every sort of map turned out 
by its sales promotion department. The network in making its own base 
maps resorts to information gathered direct from Government sources. 

Five map makers are kept on the job constantly. Extent of this staff's 
operation is illustrated by the fact that it has traced what rates as the best 
detailed map of Canada. When the quintet got an assignment to show 
the coverage of Canadian stations it found that on present Dominion maps 
one section of the country was broken up in electoral districts, while 
another was based on census divisions. In reducing all this to a strictly 
county basis it was necessary for the NBC contingent to build a Canadian 
map from the ground up, 





W9XYZ, experimental radio facsimile broadcasting station operated by 
the Post-Dispatch which also owns KSD, St. Louis, last week inaugurated 
the world’s first regular broadcast on ultra high frequency of specially 
prepared facsimile newspapers. For more than a month experimental 
laboratory broadcasts of printed matter, photographs and cartoons have 
been in progress and results studied by engineers of KSD. During the 
last two weeks they have been recorded on 15 receiving sets placed in 
the home of members of the station's staff. 

These sets, manufactured by the RCA, are the first capable of receiving 
high frequency facsimile broadcasts, permitting station operation at any 
hour of the day. Experimental equipment recently in use by a few other 
stations employed standard broadcast wave lengths, restricting the period 
of their use to the early morning hours when regular commercial stations 
were off the air. 





E. M. Stoer, operating head of Hearst Radio, Inc., declared last week 
that the talk he gave the employes of WINS, N. Y., was in the form of 
an explanation and not a chiding. He assured them that the station would 
continue to be operated solely by Hearst Radio until the FCC had actually 
approved its transfer to the prospective purchaser, Milton Biow. He said 
that he presumed that the staff had become upset by the fact that Biow 
had contacted several department heads and pointed out that WINS would 
be glad to accept any business that Biow could meanwhile send it, just as 
it would be glad to accept business from any other ad agency. But, he 
added, as far as operations went, control, authority and everything else 
would be retained by Hearst radio. 


Al Mitchell, the ‘Answer Man’ on WOR for Provident Loan (his sponsor), 
on Dec. 23 aired a query from an advertising agency man by stating 
‘Joe Miller’s joke book, published in 1739, is not the oldest. There is 
another joke book much older. Probably first published in 1565, though 
the oldest edition we have today bears the date 1626. This compendium of 
humor was called ‘The First and Best Parts of Scoggins Jests; Full of 
Witty Mirth and Pleasant Shifts; done by him in France and other places; 
being a Preservative against Melancholy; gathered by Andrew Boord, 
Doctor of Physicke.’ 





A. Walter Socolow, New York lawyer, is the author of a new work on 
‘The Law of Radio Broadcasting.’ It comes in two columns. Contents 
cover broadcasting regulation in its various phases, public utility aspects 
of stations, broadcaster contracts with advertisers, social security taxes, 
the artist and the producer, the producer and-the author of the broadcast 
script, new programs, radio and rights of privacy, liability for defamatory 
content, contest programs and lottery laws, protection of titles and the 
protection of creative work by common law and copyright. 





Cecil, Warwick & Legler, which becomes Warwick & Legler Jan. 1, 
used a novel and at the same time impressionable device in getting out 
information of its forthcoming change also in telephone number. Cards 
were addressed to the phone operators of firms the agency hears from 
regularly. Under a phote of the girl herself the card, in part read, ‘Grace 
McKevitt, in charge of telephone service, thanks you for your co-operation 
during 1938.’ Along with the card came a box of candy. 





Clear Again Cold Tablets (Aurora Laboratories) is going ahead with 
the campaign it has set on a west coast network. It’s a twice weekly stint 
with George Fischer, film chatterer. Erwin, Wasey & Co., agency on the 
account, had temporarily flagged the hookup order when the McKesson- 
Robbins receivership broke. McK-R was one of the product distribs on 
the west coast. Same account goes on a Mutual link of 14 stations in the 
east Jan. 4 with a thrice-weekly show tagged the ‘Hollywood News Girl.’ 





Doc and Ike Levy, WCAU, Philadelphia, prez and v.p. respectively, and 
Jay Paley, uncle of CBS prez Bill Paley, are among principal stockholders 
of Arrowhead Springs Hotel, which was burned to the ground in the re- 
cent California forest fires. Hotel was about to be rebuilt, anyway, ac- 
cording to Doc Levy, who plans a trip to the Coast to look over designs 
for the new building in a short time. 





Ellis L. Manning, conductor of General Electric’s ‘Science Forum’ on 
WGY, is the new supervisor of science in the State Education Department. 
He is the first man with professional radio exnerience (10 years) to be- 
come an official of that department, John Garberson has succeeded Man- 
ning on ‘Science Forum’ on WGY. 





Arthur Elmer, long a player of ‘voices’ and stooge roles on radio, {s 
striving for some personalized recognition. Has a routine written by 


ee 5 Marks and Vincent Bogert. Failed to get together with WOR last 
week, 





Solomon Sagall, managing director of Scophony, Ltd. English television 
company, sailed back to England last week, saying that he contemplated 
returning to New York late in next January. 





Russell Seeds, Chicago, is the agency on the ‘Plantation Revue’ which 
Brown & Williamson underwrites on NBC Saturday nights. Connection 
was review-accredited in error to B. B. D. & O. 





NBC is getting hard-boiled about commercial shows that don’t time 
themselves to end on the nose and to allow the 20-second cushion before 
chimes. Fred Allen branded a conspicuous offender. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 








COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The eighth of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes are re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. ; 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has VaRIETY given 
further instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles ap- 
pear as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions 
being their own. ‘ 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 


the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the | 


college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 
trade. 


STANFORD 


By Collie Small, ’39 

(Stanford ‘Chaparral’) 
Until that thing called swing has a long white beard and hobbles around 
the clefs on a cane, the soul of the Stanford ‘Farm’ refuses to rock vio- 


lently, but neither will it ever sway gently with moon-stricken eyes to 


the dulcet slitherings of Guy Lombardo and Jan Garber. Instead, the 
campus rhythm ccnnoisseurs are following the ‘golden mean’ of smooth 
solidity, with occasional hot licks and blue solos in front of clearly de- 
fined backgrounds. 
The undergraduate has a spot reserved in his calloused heart for hating 
small combinations such as Stuff Smith and Bobby Hackett. He generally 
makes no effort toward the appreciation of technique, relying instead upon 


the music’s effect upon his ear, and he generally finds his delicate senses | 


injured by the cacaphonous results of collective improvisation. 


meet terpsichorean standards, then it is automatically given back to the | 


jitterbugs. However, there is a rabid, but small, minority that finds itself 
in the clouds with such releases as Eddie Condon and his Windy City 
Seven’s ‘Carnegie Drag’ or ‘Serenade to a Shylock,’ both issued by the 
Commodore Shop. The sole dependence upon inspiration results in too 
much unbridled musical passion on the part of the performers for con- 
servative, normal Stanford, and so the albums are noticeably free from 
heat. Bud Freeman’s tenor solos with Benny Goodman, for example, ex- 
cite a lot of enthusiasts who are left cold and stiff with his Gang’s dreams 
of ‘Tappin’ the Commodore Till’ and ‘Life Spears a Jitterbug.’ The arches 
whisper, ‘It must be solid!’ 

Stanford’s failure to latch on more strongly is probably due to its 
location in a region where good swing bands come about as often as 
Leap Year. Red Norvo and Mildred Bailey played an engagement in a 
San Francisco hotel last year...you could have driven a tractor across 
the floor or shot a deer in front of the piano! Still, Mr. and Mrs. Swing 
are getting a larger record following each day, and their first 16 bars of 
subtle saxes on ‘Remember’ continue to be the finest reed ensemble pas- 
sage yet worked out. i 

Goodman, Shaw, Kirk, et al. 

Mellow matter fills most of the racks, and it is this gentle rock of 
some of Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw and Andy Kirk that holds the head 
of swing above the water-line. Shaw’s soft, delicate cradling of ‘Begin 
the Beguine’ is undoubtedly the best received swing tune of the past two 
years here on the plain of oaks. 


Royal Highness, Goodman, the King of Swing. 


Tommy Dorsey is remembered only by his ‘yelloing-bee,’ ‘Marie,’ and his 


Music is | 
looked upon primarily as an accompaniment to dancing, and if it fails to 


Kirk’s mildness and his vocalist, Pha 
Terrell, are his saving features, so the campus says, and it is almost point- 
less to say that the entire student body salaams with bended ears to His | 


no band. Kay Kyser, Sammy Kaye and Blue Barron are fortunately 
disliked enough locally so that they cancel one another, Now that Horace 
Heidt has instituted an inferior brand of machine-gun brass, Hal Kemp 
has been lightly tripping down the hill of popularity, while the afore- 
mentioned Heidt lies contentedly at the bottom of the dark well. 

Stanford finds Eddy Duchin and Wayne King too much the Mickey 
Mouse type, and Ray Noble is not far behind. On the other hand, Jack 
Hylton’s ‘Just a Gigolo’ earned him enough votes to keep him out of the 
kangaroo class for a time. Bob Crosby and his Dixieland .rbythm. has 
mustered a large following so rabid that most of them refuse to lend 
an ear unless the score calls for a wild clarinet on top of a wave of 
improvisation. 





Harlemania 

Perhaps the highest place among colored bands is occupied by Duke 
Ellington, even though he is too ponderous at times and his arrangements 
are too intricate to follow easily. Jimmie Lunceford, if such discs .as 
‘White Heat’ can be separately regarded in the class of race tunes, is 
exciting, especially in so far as his ramblings in the reed section are 
concerned, 
his listeners, the technical greatness which is his. Earl ‘Father’ 
is paradoxically ‘forgotten but not gone,’ as is Claude Hopkins, their 
thrones being usurped by bands such as Chick Webb, Count Basie, Erskine 
Hawkins and Willie Bryant. Campus collectors are just learning to appre- 





been a favorite and Basie has excited the more dyed-in-the-wool swing 
fans for many months. 

If the band fails to exhibit originality or style, then the almost too 
critical Stanford undergraduate will ignore it. Thus, nothing is heard 
of Leo Reisman, Richard Himber or Rudy Vallee, unless they respond 
to public disdain by occasionally releasing such novelties as Himber’s 
‘Parade of Bands’ or Vallee’s convincing imitation of Chevalier. Paul 
Whiteman is still respected because he is the original ‘King of Jazz,’ but 
| if his name were Benny Benson his attraction would be negative. 

Except for the offerings of Sonny Dunham, Clarence Hutchinrider and 
| Murray McEachern, the Casa Loma band no longer occupies a star-studded 
position with the Stanford reviewer of really tough swing. The campus 
as a whole, however, still likes Glen Gray’s enchanting smile, his broad 
shoulders, and his drawing room swing. More specifically is Peewee 
| Hunt acclaimed for his vocal gymnastics with the head-bobbing vibratos. 

Stanford judges its music on how it strikes the ear, and it is this intel- 
ligently selected criterion which demands solidity, smoothness, subtlety, 
and definite rhythm. Swing, in its milder forms, is undoubtedly the pre- 
vailing favorite among discerning Farm undergraduates, the proof of the 
pudding coming when Jimmy Dorsey and Phil Harris caused the campus 
to sigh, as did Eddy Duchin, but in a much more forceful manner! Music 

in the arches must be in a mellow groove, and the rock must be gentle! 
| Although nurtured on the anemic breast of violin-studded hotel dance 
bands, the Stanford babe is on the verge of being weaned away to San 
Francisco’s first name-band palace, the Shalimar Bowl, scheduled to open 
Jan. 12. Gene Krupa has been accorded the first crack at putting a rock 
| into the Stanford soul. 





(Next week: Missouri) 


Inside Stufl—Music 


Because it failed to act before the deadline set for the néw form of 
| mechanical license became effective (Nov. 28) Decca is in a quandary 
about recording ‘Umbrella Man’ (Harms), 
last week declined to issue the phonograph record manufacturer the old 
form of license, which did not include the clause requiring the licensee 
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DANCE TAKE IS 
BIG; OTHERS 
BOS OFF 


Lincoln, Dec. 27. 








| 
| 
|} agent, on a week-to-week basis, the 
| latter thought that constituted a full 


| year’s contract. 


Warner Bros. publishing group | 


Dance biz is getting the coin in 
this zone. No other amusement could 
turn up nearly $2,600 in two nights 


a week before Xmas but such 


Fats Waller’s illegitimate hog-calling blots out, for most of } was the case at Turnpike Casino. 


Hines | Friday 


|lowed in the next night 


Wayne King led off with $1,400 on 
(16) and Henry Busse fol- 
(17) with 


$1,150. It was King’s first stand in 


| this section and Busse’s third in ag 


VMs Se 


Meantime, biz was as usual at the 


| town’s other two dance places. Busse 
| bucked an intersectional basketball 
| game, college vacation and late store 
| openings for Xmas shopping, as well 


as the seasonal downbeat. 





'$250-a-Week Park Ave. 


P. A. Suing Whiteman 
For $8,250 Claimed Due 





When Mrs. Margaret Whiteman, 
who handles her husband, Paul 
| Whiteman’s, business affairs, re- 


newed Benjamin Sonnenberg, their 
$250 a week Park avenue press 


Accordingly he’s 
suing for an alleged difference of 


| $8,250 to date, on the ground that’s 


the balance so far accruing. 

Originally retained for 13 weeks, 
which expired last June, Sonnenberg 
was kept on by the Whitemans and 
their Artists Management Bureau on 
what, they thought, would be a week- 
ly basis, sans specified contract, since 
the p.a. averred he was still work- 
ing on some fancy exploitation ideas 
which would materialize in renewal 
of Whiteman’s Chesterfield radio 
contracts, etc. In October he was 
|} let out and the Tom Fizdale prais- 
ery was engaged by Whiteman. 











Clambake Seven are practically nominated for oblivion. Larry Clinton 
is a popular recording band on the Farm, principally because of novelties | 
such as ‘Dipsy Doodle’ and his operatic slaughterings. His bit of feminine 
charm, Bea Wain, is one of the best liked singers in the entire sphere 
of popular music. Seniors will recall that Jimmy Dorsey was better 


to recognize the copyright owner’s exclusive right to make arrangements. 
Position taken by WB was it would be glad to issue a license calling for a 
royalty of 1%c. on records made for home use, providing this latter re- 


striction plus the arrangement angle were accepted. Decca rejected both 
stipulations. 


KYSER JOINS LONGHAIR 
CONCERTIZING GROUP 











received than anyone else for campus dances, including Fletcher Hen- 
derson, whoecame to last spring’s Junior Prom with a great name but 
RSIS ec AE SEA CRORE 











SONGS FROM 


ROBBINS 


A Smash Hit! 
MY REVERIE 


By Larry Clinton 





Gordon and Revel's Latest Song Sensation! 


THANKS FOR EV'RYTHING 
20th Century-Fox Picture, “Thanks for Everything” 


From the New Universal Picture, “That Certain Age” 


MY OWN 


By Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson 


The Newest Ballad Song Smash! 


AFTER LOOKING AT YOU 
By Al Hoffman, Al Goodhart and Manny Kurtz 





This Year's Greatest Novelty Hits! 


WHERE HAS MY LITTLE DOG GONE? 
By Al Feldman 


1 FOUND MY YELLOW BASKET 
By Ella Fitzgerald and Chick Webb 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 











Bugaboo over whether he would have an untrammeled hand in oper- 
ating Leo Feist, Inc., is stymieing the deal for Harry Link, professional 
manager of Irving Berlin, Inc., coming to the Feist firm as general man- 
ager around Jan. 1. Link has had this bid under advisement for months, 
including a reported 5% participating interest not only in Feist but the 
other two Metro music subsids, Robbins and Miller. Since the step-out of 
, Jack Bregman and Chester Conn, Jack Robbins has been commuting among 
| all three firms, and particularly trying to run Feist’s, leaving his Robbins 
| Co. to Abe Olman’s management, and Miller Music to Willie Horowitz. 








‘I'll Always Remember Ronkonkoma,’ a ‘theme’ song for that Long Island 
lake resort, was allegedly plagiarized by Harry Revel and Mack Gordon, 


some months, was settled last week for a nominal sum, after Gordon and 
Revel, in November, came east to defend it. A stipulation of dismissal 


was signed in N. Y. federal court. 


allegedly infringed. 


President’s wife. 


Their song, ‘Good Night My Love,’ 


from the 20th-Fox film ‘Stowaway,’ 


| 
| 
! 
according to Charles McCord, author of that song. The suit, pending for 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Chaney and Fox, the dancers, have written a song, ‘The Eleanor Glide,’ 
which stems from their introduction of dance of this name in honor of the 
Song has Harry Link and Nick Kenny as godparents 
and was composed at Lindy’s between soup 
night written by Sonny Kendis at the Stork, 


and salami. Was played same 





‘FROM SPIRITUALS TO 
SWING,’ N. Y. CONCERT 


By HOBE MORRISON 

Purporting to show the common 
derivation of both types of music, a 
concert ‘From Spirituals to Swing’ 
was sponsored last Friday night (23) 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., by a leftist 
mag. Wide variety of artists par- 
ticipated, from Count Basie’s orches- 
tra to Mitchell’s Christian Singers 
and Sanford Terry, blind harmonica 
player. Affair was ‘conceived and 
produced’ by John Hammond, a jit- 
terbug savant. 

Although parts of the program 
were irresistably arousing, notably 
Count Basie’s swing and the throb- 
bing ‘boogie-woogie’ piano playing 
of Albert Ammons, Meade ‘Lux’ 
Lewis and Pete Johnson, other por- 
tions of the bill were a distinct wash- 
out from a commercial or popular 
| standpoint. Besides the above-men- 

tioned clicks,- others who ignited 
| audience enthusiasm were. Sister 
| Rosetta Tharpe, singer of jazz 
spirituals currently at the Cotton 
Club, N. Y.; James Rushing, Basie’s 














roly-poly vocalist, and Ruby Smith, 





niece of the late Bessie Smith, in 
whose honor the concert was given. 

Balance of the show brought Joe 
Turner,- Kansas City shouting 
vocalist; Big Bill, Chicago jazz singer 
and guitarist; Helen Humes, another 
Basie vocalist; Sidney Bechet with a 
pickup swing group and: various 
combinations of the Basie outfit. Bill 
opened with the playing of what was 
described as a recording of African 
tribal chants, 

Pompous Notes 

In addition to the self-conscious 
and pompous program notes for the 
concert, the occasion was notable for 
the calm manner in which the 
Negro members of the audience were 
able to listen to the music, whether 
spirituals, swing or a combination of 
both. In contrast were the jitterbug 
antics of some of the white en- 
thusiasts, who hopped and squirmed 
through the entire evening. How- 
ever, if the evening accomplished 
nothing else, it presented in the 


ivory-thumping of Hammons, Lewis | 
and Johnson as impelling a session | 


of rhythm as one could hope to en- 
joy in a month of jam sessions. 





Bing Crosby and Frances Langford 
waxed a series of Victor Herbert 
numbers for Decca. 





Kay Kyser joins the list of maestros 
going serious when he and his sweet 
crew give a concert of light classics at 
the Boston Symphony Hall New 
Year’s night, It’s the first appearance 
of the sort for Kyser, who has never 
done anything outside of radio, thea- 
tre or ballroom stuff. Crew will 
grab a sleeper ouLaf-_New York New. 
Year’s Eve, after finishing at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania, where the Man- 
hattan Room: of the Penn will be 
closed New Year’s night. Kyser will 
be back on the job Monday (2). 

Other leaders who have exhibited 
a yen for the longhair atmosphere in 
the past have been Benny Goodman, 
Artie Shaw, Louis Armstrong and 
Raymond Scott, with Goodman the 
most active of all. Shaw, Armstrong 
and Scott appeared with Paul White- 
man at a concert at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., Christmas night. 
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Nearing the Top! 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT LOVE 
Watch Out For 

AMONG THOSE SAILING 


Xavier Cugat’s 


NIGHT MUST FALL 


Emery Deutsch’s 


BEAUTIFUL DANUBE 
No Wonder You’re Blue 


Joe Cherniavsky’s 
STRANGE 



































OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’'S 


“I'M SHOOTING HIGH” 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 











* 


5 
4 
er 
= 
iia3 


Mi Fe 


>. gq ih ad 
iD an rc RS AS 


: 


4 
5 





8 
3 



























































~~ Ame ee 


aree i 


me wreew & 


8 
al 





iad 














i 
3 Mey e 


6 SAS cits 


> ney ees Loe 


ER 







Wednesday, December 28, 


1938 














VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 35 











MIDWEST’S NITERY PURGE 





AFA Backs Girard 


» 


as Law Officer 





In Philly; Seek Agent Franchising 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. |Tce Skater Enjoined 


Effort to keep Vic Girard, local 
State enforcement officer on agency 
laws, in office when the new Re- 
publican regime takes over Penn- 
sylvania, will be made by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors, Tom 
Kelly, AFA biz agent here, said yes- 
terday. Girard is an active Demo- 
crat, but Kelly declares he feels he 
has done enough good work here to 
justify the GOP retaining him. 


Entertainment Managers Associa- 
tion, on the other hand, is prepared | 
to fight for Girard’s dismissal and | 
the appointment of a man of its 
choice. EMA maintains Girard has} 
failed to enforce the law governing 
their activities. Many intend to ig- 
nore renewing their licenses until 
another enforcement officer is placed 
on the job, claiming the State is fail- 
ing to live up to the contract for 
which they pay $100 to operate. 

Both AFA and EMA are in favor 
of a license commissioner, similar to 
New York’s Paul Moss, but with less 
power, in place of the present sys- 
tem, whereby an employee of the 
Department of Labor and Industry 
checks on them. 

Long-delayed campaign by the 
State to force outside bookers to get 
licenses here, or work through 
established local offices, will get un- 
der way this week, Girard has de- 
eclared, with Kelly cooperating. 

Kelly said he never betore tried to 
obtain enforcement of the law gov- 
erning foreign agents because Philly 
bookers in the past always sided 
with the outsiders, practically all 
from N. Y. In the hope of thus get- 
ting additional biz for themselves, 
Kelly said, the Philly agents asked 
him to lay off. Now, however, 
they’ve changed their tunes, he de- 
clared, inasmuch as it’s not working 
out so well. If licensing law is en- 
forced, it'll cost the outsiders $100 
and a bonding fee. 

AFA is also planning to franchise 
agents here as in N. Y. Kelly is go- 
ing to New York, Thursday (29) to 
get further info on this aspect. Move- 
ment along this line will be slow, 
however, Kelly said, as he wants to 
get as many AFA closed shop agree- 
ments with niteries as he can before 
going after the bookers. 


ASK SHOWS NIX IN PA. 
CAFES UNDER CLUB OK’S 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 


Bombshell tossed into the lap of a 
number of thriving niteries here last 
week when Judge Frank P. Patter- 
s0n suggested to Pennsylvania State 
Liquor Control Board that entertain- 
ment be forbidden in places that 
have club booze licenses. Statement 
Was made as he dismissed an appeal 
of the Allegheny Athletic Associa- 
tion on revocation of its license. 
Judge Patterson stated floor shows 
were held there, 

Private club licenses in this state 
Cost considerably less than in cab- ' 
arets. Flock of spots of this sort 
have mushroomed lately, with mem- 
bership being open to practically 
anybody and places being operated 
Virtually as regular niteries. Once 
Inside there are couverts, flesh, 
dancing and music. 

One of town’s swankiest gambling 
Spots, which lost its booze license 
last spring, has found its own way 
of keeping ‘within the law.’ Charges 
® flat admission charge and for this 
Provides dancing, floor show, dice 
tables, roulette wheels and ‘all you 
Can drink’ as a ‘gift’ on the house. 

















3 Held in Cafe Holdup 


New Orleans, Dec. 27. 
Three men were arrested on 
charges of assault and robbery last 
Mtr iN connection with the $157 
oldup of the Brown Derby. nitery 


hy Dec. 18. They were Edward 
Mson, Louis Heyes and Deamus 
arconey. 


a three signed statements ad- 
mitting the robbery, police reported. , 


In Billing Dispute | Nudity, Femme Impersona- | 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27, 

Lois Dvorshak Simpson, ice skater, 
has been enjoined from appearing 
with any ice show other than the 
‘National Ice Follies’ until the ex- 
piration of her contract. 

Injunction was the outgrowth of 
Miss Simpson’s damage suit against 
the ‘Follies,’ charging breach of con- 
tract and fraud. Skater claimed the 
management failed to bill her in a 
manner justified by her ability, and 
had cancelled the pact when she 
asked for better billing. Miss Simp- 
son recently appeared with the 
troupe in the Metro picture, ‘Ice Fol- 
lies of 1939.’ 


AGENT-MGR. 
LOSES PLEA 


What appears to be a minor com- 
mission claim has major importance 
in the relations of agents with ac- 
tors. The Appellate Term of the 
New York supreme court, in affirm- 
ing Judge John O’Rourke’s previous 
decision dismissing a $1,000 commish 
claim by Robert Earle, Chicago 
agent, against Burton Pierce, dancer, 
has ruled that ‘personal management 
appears to be a minor incident 
alongside the major objective of get- 
ting employment for an actor.’ 

Thus, Earle’s 28-33% management 
commish was thrown out. When he 
signed up Pierce first in Chicago, the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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DRIVE TO CLEANSE 
OMUTTY onOWS 





tions Among Practices 


Adopted Recently by 
Smaller Spots Due to Stif- 
fening of Competition— 
Legit Turns, Agents Shy 
Away 


ANYTHING GOES 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

There’s a general tightening of 
morals squad supervision over nite- 
ries throughout this territory. This 
follows the recent efforts of the 
smaller niteries to blow the lid right 
off their shows. 

Nudity has become matter-of- 
course in nearly all the small spots 
in the midwest key cities due to the 


stiffening of competition. Nite spots 
in Chicago, Detroit, Minneapolis, 
Kansas City, Omaha, Des Moines, 


Indianapolis and others which for- 
merly held down the stripping have 
now removed these nixes, with the 
gals now even tossing away the last 
bead. In the more modest spots 
managements insist that the opera- 
tors change to a blue light when 
the gals slip off the final string. But 
other niteries look upen this prac- 
tice as simply old-fashioned prudish- 
ness. 
Going the Limit 


The cafes are now branching out 
into other blue business, going the 
limit on comedy songs and crossfire, 
and, 
impersonations. 


jitterbug and Conga dances, 
finally, femme 





(Continued on page 36) 
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More Vaudeville Time Seen Near 





| tii a 
Tony Martin, Lola Lane 


Head Fox Bill, Detroit 


Detroit, Dec. 27. 

Tony Martin, who broke season’s 
record at the Fox last spring in two- 
week stand, has been rebooked by 
the Fox to head New Year’s week 
stage show. 

Others on bill will be Lola Lane 
of the films; James Evans, juggler; 
D_1 Rios, adagioists, plus house line 
and Sam Jack Kaufman’s pit band. 


SS DRAWS CLUB 
BOOKERS' LINE 


Club-date bookers in New York 
were classified as employers last 
week by the Social Security Board 
and as such are responsible for col- 











lection of taxes from acts, plus tax 
payments from their own percent- 
| ages, Action followed that of the 


Unemployment Insurance Bureau 
which ruled similarly on bookers 
recently. 


Decision is alarming many book- 
ers who fear they may be driven out 
of business if forced to pay back 
Social Security taxes. Ruling is re- 
troactive and would require payment 
of taxes from the inception of Social 
Security to the present. Some book- 
ers have become licensed as agents 


(Continued on page 36) 











As Chicago's Variety Houses Are 
Held Too Much Competish for Pix 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Vaudeville revival, starting in the 
Loop and spreading t 
city and then into the entire mid- 
west is seen by theatre owners. This 
follows the reopening of the State- 
Lake here with an eight-act policy, 
which brings four vaude houses into 
strong competition with each other 
in the Loop. 

Battle for talent is resulting and 
it’s looked to bring about, firstly, 
the spread of bookings and secondly, 
to force straight film theatres into 
flesh policies. With Balaban & 
Katz, Jones, Linick & Schaefer and 
RKO at each other’s throats for 
talent, all three are searching for 
further vaude outlets so they can 
offer the acts route of several weeks 
instead of a single Loop week. 

B&K te Reopen Nabes 

B&K is now planning to reopen a 
couple of its big nabe houses and 
contract the acts for three to four 
weeks, while RKO is preparing to 
tie in both eastern and midwest 
dates to lay out a route. JL&S, an 
indie, has considerable strength due 
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Third of a Century 
Anniversary Number 
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ARIETY 


ut Next Week 
January 4 


Order From Your Local Newsdealer Now 











to its booking affiliation with sev- 
eral houses in this territory, par- 


ticularly in Memphis and Kansas 
| City. 
B&K is looking towards the re- 


sumption of vaude in the Norshore, 
Southtown and the Senate for its 
booking strength. Norshore is start- 
ing a weekend policy after the first 
of the year, while the Senate will 
buck the next-door indie Kedzie. 
The Southtown will compete with 
Warners’ across-the-street Stratford, 
which has been successful with 
weekend variety. 
Suburbans to Fellow 

From that point exhibitors see a 
steadily widening circle of vaudeville 
due to competition. With the Chicago 
top houses in vaude, the outlying 
' suburban theatres are expected to 
follow in order to keep their patrons 
from jumping into Chicago for a 
squint at flesh. 

Already exhibitors from Peoria, 
South Bend, Ft. Wayne, Dubuque, 
| Waukegan, Rockford, Rock Island, 
Burlington and other towns within 
a radius of 100 miles of Chicago are 
contacting local bookers with a view 
towards lining up vaude bills shortly. 











New Atlanta Vaudér 
Atlanta, Dec. 27. 

Roxy theatre, nee Georgia, will 
light up Friday (30) night under 
new management with vaudfilm pol- 
icy. House, formerly under Lucas 
| & Jenkins, Inc., has been dark since 
summer. 

House leased to Independent The- 

atres, Inc., which has effected tieup 
with New York interests. Lessors 
, are C. D. Loewe and M. J. Baranco. 
| Latter will manage. 
' Alice Cornett, Three Esquires, 
| Don Zelaya, Tom Emerson’s Moun- 
taineers and Gae Foster Girls are on 
the bill. Fourteen-piece band in pit 
will be batoned by Mike Segal, lo- 
calite. Picture will be ‘Keep Smil- 
ing’ (20th). 


ST. LOUIS POLICE SHUT 
10 GAMBLING HOUSES 


St. Louis, Dec. 27. 

Gendarmes in 48 hours closed 10 
gambling houses last week in this 
vicinity. 

The recent cleanup policy in- 
augurated by Madison county offi- 
cials resulted in all gambling op- 
erators abandoning that territory for 
that of the adjacent St. Clair county, 
of which Belleville is the seat. 








3 Bonos’ French Pic 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Three Bonos, comedy act, have 
cancelled American bool:ings to ree 
‘urn to Paris for a French film. 

After making the picture, the 
Sonos will form a vaude unit, pro- 
duced by Johnny Bonos, befo-e re- 
turning to U. S. 
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NY.HWOOD LETS 
2 OF ITS 5 
BANDS GO 


Hollywood Restaurant, New York, 
sliced its $5,800 weekly nut for its 
five dance bands last week when Red 
Stanley and the Manchito rhumba 
crew exited. Both had been stationed 
in the Hollywood Deck, on the street 
level and had been signed for two 
weeks. Others are set for from 6-10 
weeks. 

This eases a situation that once 
had the Hollywood management up 
a tree. Five bands had been signa- 





tured prior to the Holiywood’s re- | 


opening by different persons who 
were on the scene when plans for 
reopening were made, but who left 
it prior to the debut. Crews had 
contracts so there was nothing to do 
but play ’em. Situation had been 
up for arbitration before Local 802 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians before the spot opened. 
Exits leave Lee Shelley, Seger Ellis, 
and the Rimacs still swinging. 


Picchianis Call Off Indpis. 
Date After Truck Crash 


Indianapolis, Dec. 27. 

Picchiani Troupe, acrobats, was 
unable to fill week’s stand here, 
opening Friday (23), when truck 
skidded off icy roads into a ditch’ in 
mountainous country near Wheeling, 
West Va., that morning. 

Troupe had been en route from 
New York. Truck containing equip- 
ment was badly damaged, although 
none of the performers was injured 
seriously. Three Reddingions were 
obtained from Chicago to replace. 


Walter Kelly in Hosp 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Walter C. Kelly, the ‘Virginia 
Judge,’ was brought to a Philadel- 
phia hospital last week from Holly- 
wood, where he suffered severe head 
injuries in a street fall. 

Jack Kelly, Democratic leader of 
Philadelphia, flew to the Coast to 
bring back his brother. 
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HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 
TOURING 


Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 
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Nitery Purge 
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Femme singers with tunes that come 
off the back of barns and fences; 
jitterbug femmes with skirts but no 
underdress, rhumba dancers who 
make Fatima look like a WwCTU 
leader are among the latest wrin- 





kles. A rebirth of the boys-will-be- 
| girls entertainment has lifted the | 
eyebrows of the coppers particularly. | 
“These conditions have brought | 
about a wave of complaints to the 
morals squad. Even the newspapers, 
which have been pretty silent about 
the entire situation, are joining in| 
the campaign. Several, which for- 
merly allowed almost anything in 
their ads, are now censoring copy 
carefully and in flagrant | 
spots are refusing to carry any copy. | 

These spots which try to run at| 
least one real vaudeville-type act) 
on the bill are now finding it dif- | 
ficult to get any legitimate turn, the 
acts realizing their appearances in | 
these niteries will stamp ’em with a 
rep that won’t come off easily. Bet- 
ter nitery agents, too, are nixing any 
negotiations with these spots. Re-| 
sult is that the stag show bookers | 
are handling these spots almost ex- 
clusively 

Six Cities Probed 

Investigations are now underway 
in six key cities in the midwest and | 
|there is a report that several agents | 
for these joints will run up against 
| Federal charges due to the shipping 
of femme talent across state bor- 
ders, 
| Parents-and-Teachers Associations 
|are particularly active in the new 
| drives, due to the number of high | 
|school kids being attracted to the} 
|honkies. The American Federation | 
of Actors is understood to be pre- 
paring a list of niteries nixed for its 
| members. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
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Harold Rodner visiting the Will 
Rogers, mitting and candying each 
inmate. 

William Morris, Jr., on short holi- 
| day stay at Camp Intermission, tak- 
ing up skiing. 

Otto Kruse, who’s ozoning at the 
Erkander Cottage, ogled by his frau, 
Lotte Lehmann, the opera singer. 

Helen (Warner Bros.) Morrissey 
left the Rogers with an absolute 
okay. 

Elmira Fuller and Jean Ryan, both 
from New York, are newcomers at 
the Rogers, for observation. 

Mrs. William Morris gifted each 
of her ‘children’ for Xmas. 

Rose Hoenig, who ozoned for so 
long, left for home okay. 

Shirley Silverstein, Buster Frumas, 
Fred DeMarco and Sam Selzer ogling 
the Rogers. 

For good behavior and faithful 
ozoning, Isabelle Rook, Robert Burk, 
Fred ‘Schrader, Milton Weeks and 
Michael Kelly allowed a furlough 
from the Rogers to spend Christmas 
at home. 

Irving (Loew’s) Wilbur, who made 
the grade here, in for a checkup. Re- 
port good. 











(Write to those who are ill.) 
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| to break the Earle-Pierce deal on 





$1 Drinkers’ License Idea 


Sacramento, Dec. 27. 

A $l-a-year drinkers’ permit 
which, he said, would raise $3,000,000 
a year was recommended here this 
week by Fred E. Stewart, member 
of the State Board of Equalization. 
He said he proposed the tax on pa- 
trons of liquor establishments and 
clubs only as a means of furnishing 








additional state income to take care | 
of the old-age security costs. 

In his estimate of the number of 
prospective licensees, Stewart con- 
sidered more than 1,000,000 out-of- 
state’ visitors. The permit has been 
established in a number of other 
states, he said. 


Liquor Administrator George 
Stout said he regards the license | 
system as too difficult to enforce. | 
How, for example, would you en- 


force the law in a club where there | 


so himndredc af natranc he sactkscA 
aic LUNUICUS UL PAaLIAULis, LIC asncu, | 


Miami Beach Cops Nab 
‘Vagrants’ in Cafe Tour| 





Miami Beach, Dec. 27. 

Spots here have been targets for 
the local constabulary. 

For the third time in as many | 
weeks, police have visited clubs on 
swing street, with latest call netting | 
11 men, who were booked for va-| 
grancy. 





Second ‘Gang Buster’ 
Unit Set for Vaude 


A second company of Phillips H. 
Lord’s ‘Gang Busters’ vaude unit, 
taken from the radio program, will 
be formed in about three weeks by 
Music Corp. of America. Carbon will 
tour New England and the south. 

New unit will carry about 10 
people, including seven actors, two 
soundmen and producer. 


Agents Scout Miami 


New York agents are taking the 
sun over the holidays in the Miami 
sector on scouting missions, 

Billy Stein, v.p. of Music Corp. of 
America, is en route there; ditto 
Herman Bernie, New York manager 
of the Myron Selznick agency. 








Ted Lewis in Miami 


Ted Lewis opens the Royal Palm, 
Miami Beach, early in January and 
Abe Lyman’s band goes in there- 
after, 

Depending on how well Harry 
Richman does at his new New York 
nitery, Benny Fields may go into 
that spot prior to Richman’s advent, 
around Feb. 8. 





Deny Agent Plea 
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dancer agreed to 28% commish when 
earning $200 to $300 a week: 30% 
between $300-$400 and 33144% for 
everything above $400 a week. Earle 
set forth that his wife, a former pro- 
fessional, tutored Pierce and gener- 
ally contributed to his professional 
advancement. 

Pierce jumped his contract and 
when under management of Music 
Corp. of America, the latter’s N. Y. 
attorney, Julian T. Abeles, set out 


the ground that ‘management’ serv- 
ices aren’t worth such high rates of | 
commish. Earle sued in the Third | 
District municipal court for $1,000, 
as a nominal figure, to get quick ac- 
tion. Judge O’Rourke then conclud- 
ed that, stripped of the ‘manage- 
ment’ services, the main idea is still 
getting work for an actor, and 10% 


| Diamond ‘ 
|econsummate showmanship, the new 


tor’s, Steve Brodie’s, 





seemingly is the legal % limit. 


SS Draws Line 


(Continued from page 35) 

















so they would not come under em- 
ployer status, thus evading the em- 
ployer tax. 

The Entertainment Managers As- 
sociation will hold annual elections 
Tuesday (3). Nominating committee 
was named this week by Howard 
Wheeler, group’s prez. The tax 
problem will be discussed after the 
meeting. 


| Okay. 
|nifty medley of Ziegfeld song hits, | 
and Buddy Doyle has a solo opportu- | 





Overtures by Ralph Whitehead, 
executive secretary of the American | 
Federation of Actors, for settlement | 
of differences between the EMA and 
newly formed Associated Entertain- | 
ment Directors were turned down by | 
Wheeler last week. AED is an off-| 
shoot of EMA, formed recently | 





when bookers disputed, 
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Diamond Horsehoe 
(PARAMOUNT HOTEL, WN. Y.) 





Billy Rose’s ‘The Turn of a Cen- 
tury’ revue in four parts, produced 
by John Murray Anderson; costumes, 
Raoul Pene du Bois; settings, Albert 
Johnson; dances, Lauretta Jefferson; 
technical director, Carlton Winckler; 
with Beatrice Kay, Mangean Sisters 


(4), Lulu Bates, Tom Patricola, Clyde | 


Lind, Buddy Doyle, 
Emma Francis, Willie 
Howard, Harry Arm- 
Pine Quints, Fritz 


Hager, Della 
Frank Libuse, 
Solar, Jos E. 
strong, Ruth 


| Scheff, 12 ponies, six showgirls, Noble 


Sissle’s Orch. 


winner in his 
Replete with 


Billy Rose has a 


Waresachanr 
FLV seve. 


spot, in what was formerly the grill- 
room of the Hotel Paramount, oii 
Broadway, is not just another new 
nitery. The showmanship stems from 
the basic idea back : 
labeled ‘The Turn of the Century, 
and is divided into four snappy sec- 
tions, re-creating the spirit of Rec- 
Ziegfeld’s Mid- 
night Frolic and Delmonico’s on New 
Year’s Eve. 

In the latter, Diamond Jim Brady 
(Tom Patricola) with Lillian Russell 
(the gorgeous Della Lind, moved 
over from Rose’s Casa Manana) are 
the keynotes of a nostalgic sequence, 
‘Let’s Dream Again.’ Thus, as ‘guests 
of honor’ some such former faves as 
Emma Francis, Willie Solar, Joe E. 
Howard (who, in-his 70s, still sells 
his immortal ‘I Wonder Who’s Kiss- 
ing Her Now’ with charm of distinc- 
tion), Harry Armstrong (the benign- 
looking composer of ‘Sweet Adeline,’ 
perhaps the greatest gang song of 
’em all), maestro Noble Sissle (who 
tunesmithed ‘Shuffle Along,’ still the 
top colored revue of all times) and 
Fritzi Scheff, with her ‘Mlle. Modiste’ 
memories, topped by ‘Kiss Me 
Again.’ Latter, of course, since it 
even strains fresh, young voices, is 
beyond Miss Scheff’s present-day 
capabilities, but since it’s expected 
of her, she is in order tackling it. 

The first part—Rector’s—recap- 
tures the mauve decade song-and- 
danceology. The well-arranged pot- 
pourri of yesteryear melodies and 
now-corny terp routines have been 
snappily staged. Beatrice Kay 
soubrets ‘“Ta-Ra-Boom-De-Ay’; a 
‘Diamond Horseshow Quartet,’ com- 
prising George Holmes, Al Terry, 
Lloyd Colvin and Bert Whaley, 
wears nifty masks simulating those 
handle-bar makeups of the 1890s; the 
12 ponies and a sextet of killer-diller 
showgirls (who'll attract the stage- 
door Johns all over again) and the 
Mangean Sisters (4), with their 
hokey, knockabout acro-comedy, 
round out this portion. 

Frank Libuse, the heckling waiter, 
who has a suavity of style that never 
offends, and who’s been signed to a 
straight 52-week contract by Rose, 
makes Ziegfeld’s Midnight Frolic 
portion a miniature ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
with his socko comedy. Libuse is as 
versatile on the rostrum, with a 
couple of expert comedy stooges, as 
he is when working among the cus- 
tomers, 

Lulu Bates leads off the Steve 
Brodie second part with ‘Lady 
Known as Lulu’; Tom Patricola clicks 
with his standard hard-shoe taps, 
personating Brodie; Clyde Hager’s 
pitchman routine rounds it out. The 


girls come onto the floor, from the | 


rostrum, alternately, thus re-estab- 
lishing the necessary cafe floor inti- 
macy. Thus, it’s not all a behind- 
the-footlights routine, something that 
the cafe diehards insist is the prime 
shortcoming when the girls are not 
paraded onto the floor, for that 
closeup glom. 

The stage and setting of the Dia- 
mond Horseshoe is, as the name in- 
dicates, a replica of the Metropolitan 
Opera house, with boxes flanking. 
The near-the-floor tables hold the 
major capacity. Total around 650. A 
huge bar fronts the room, and above 
the bar is the stage. It’s a replica 
of Rose’s Frontier Plaza layout when 
he was at the Dallas expo. 

‘There’s a touch of spice in the 
Ziegfeld sequence, via two tab- 


|leaux based on Anna Held’s milk 
bath. Plenty of epidermic exposure, | 
it should be | 


but being immobile, 


Della Lind leads this with a 


nity, doing his standard Eddie Can- 
tor takeoff in his usual clicky man- 
ner, 


sartorial display, repeating in the 
Delmonico’s finale. Some of his blue 


shades are $5 production quality. Of | 


course, DuBois is better known for 


his elaborate stage musical couturier | 
| 


work, 
This is the best buy at $1 mini- 
mum, which is Rose's feature. 


of this revue, | 


It’s here that costumer Raoul | 
| Pene duBois outdid hir.self with the | 


The | 


show, with a $1 table d’hote—choicer 
tables, of course, have a supplement- 
ary preferred tariff of 50c—makes it 
an amazing buy. 

The Diamond Horseshoe is in a 
grill two flights down. The route 
is appropriately decorated with Po- 
lice Gazettes and other late 19th 
century literature, including props 
of Diamond Jim Brady’s collection 
of baubles, and the like. Albert 
Johnson, the stage designer, has done 
jan expert job again in recapturing 
the mood, mode and manner of the 
iturn-of-the-century.. The ceiling and 
walls are appropriately gold-and- 
| white; a hussar-costumed band plays 
jthe yesteryear waltz faves until 
Noble Sissle sends ’em with his sock 
dansapation. Sissle does an extraor- 
dinaryly good job playing the dif- 
ficult show, as well as for the terns, 


Abel. 


‘ROAD TO MANDALAY 


| (DELMONICO HOTEL, N. Y.) 








| Harry Richman, Joe Rines, Mary 
|Raye & Naldi, Adelaide Moffett. 
|Oscar De la Rosa Orch, Marion 
Cooley, Bobby Martyn. 

Harry Richman’s Road to Manda- 
lay was a daring investment as a new 
|cafe venture. Situated in the base- 
|ment of the Delmonico hotel, New 
| York, it means much to the hostelry 
|management, which is back of it 
lall, to invest that heavily on the 
'strength of Richman. Idea, of course, 
is to further exploit the hotel be- 
sides making the basic cafe venture 
go. Investment has been reported 
near $200,000. 

On paper, the Road to Mandalay, 
| with the present show lineup, looks 
to be a click. So far, business, in the 
face of the pre-Xmas lull, has been 
strong, dating from the spot’s pre- 
|miere Dec. 15, The first three days 
of last week laryngitis kept Richman 
from working, and when the word 
got around he was ailing, business 
eased a bit. Since then he has been 
| forced out again, when his voice en- 
{cored a brodie due to cold. 

All of this is prelude to the obvious 
conclusion that the works revolve 
about Richman. As for the star of 
the spot, he remains, as before, a pre- 
mier song salesman. A shortcoming, 
however, is in Richman as a cafe 
comedian. Whether it’s something 

(Continued on page 37) 
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ROAD TO MANDALAY 


(Continued from page 36) 





he brought back from England— 
where the Ciro’s management, in 
London, is still talking of his sensa- 
tional b.o.—or whether because he’s 
been primed to try for the risque, 
that phase of it is not panning out 
so well. Richman’s never needed 
hat. 

’ His mentors may be correct in 
their theory that present-day stand- 
ards are liberal enough as to lan- 
guage and spice, but Richman should 
remain the exception that proves the 
rule. First off, his quips are defi- 
cient. They’re not Joemillers exact- 
ly, but they’re anemic in their effect. 
No matter how sliced, his personable 
front as a host and‘song salesman 
should more than suffice. 

His show is tiptop. In Mary Raye 
and Naldi he has a class terp team. 
They’ve improved, if anything, since 
last seen at the Rainbow Room, doing 
their lifts and aesthetic terpsichorean 
frills with a ligher finesse and grace. 
Naldi’s athletic prowess makes the 
many difficult leverages and ful- 
crums appear easy, and Miss Raye, 
who, incidentally, must be a No. 1 
customer of her couturier, glides 
into the intricate formations glibly. 

Adelaide Moffett is another who 
has been improving with professional 
experience. Starting as a lark, in 
the socialite songstressing cycle, she’s 
now thoroughly professional. Works 
with the mike, and whams out the 
production and pop numbers in 
zingy style. Since Eve Symington’s 
retirement, Miss Moffett is the No. 1 
socialite songstress in the field. 

Joe Rines, fave maestro atop the 
ewank St. Regis roof all summer, is 
a natural for a class environment 
such as this. Rines, whose Back Bay 
batoning has long since established 
him in Boston, knows how to dispense 
the dansapation. He also knows how 
to handle announcements. The De 
La Rosa rhumba combo, last at La 
Conga, N. Y., is the alternate combo. 

Since La Conga folded, Bobby Mar- 
tyn is now hosting in the mammoth 
bar adjoining the Road to Mandalay. 
Both the bar and the main room are 
East Indian in motif, and very taste- 
fully decorated. Marion Cooley, who 
also has a socialite following, offi- 
ciates at luncheon. 

The bar should be a strong, paying 

roposition. It’s gay and roomy. 
Main cafe seats 250; the bar 350-400, 
if desired. The club’s couvert is 
$1.50 and $2.50, one of the few cafes 
depending on the couverts instead of 
swank St. Regis roof all summer, is 
a minimum. There’s a table d’hote 
dinner, but the rest of the show 
works sans Richman. He does two 
post-midnight frolics. . Abel. 


WALTON ROOF 


(PHILLY) 





Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 
Stroud Twins, Mitzi Green, Raul 
& Eva Reyes, Chilton & Thomas, 
Jimmy Blake, Line (17), Jeno Don- 
ath Orch. 





What on paper appears to be a 

werful combo is pretty disappoint- 
ng at Jack Lynch’s rooftop empor- 
jum. The thunder is stolen from 
Mitzi Green and the Stroud Twins 

y a dance team, Raul and Eva 

Reyes with their snappy rhumbaing. 

Strouds’ difficulty lies in lack 
of material. Dependent practically 
wholly on comedy lines, the lads just 
don’t have them. Whereas their ra- 
dio prominence was built entirely on 
Clarence Stroud’s spouting of the 
dictionary’s longest and finest, which 

laude proceeded to belittle, they 
have practically none of that mate- 
ria] in the current turn. They wind 
up by hoofing a bit and then toss in 
one acrobatic stunt, reminiscent of 
the days when they were strictly a 
hand-balancing act. Clarence Stroud 
m.c.'s satisfactorily. 

Miss Green is tops in her mimicry 
of Sophie Tucker, Fannie Brice and 
George Arliss. She also warbles 
et a bit less effectively than us- 


Chilton and Thomas, terp team, 
Provide one nifty soft-shoe session, 
while the remainder of their turn, 
employing hurdles and pedestals, is 
generally so-so. 

Line includes half-a-dozen dancers 
and 11 showgal lookers. Productions 
A Margaret Fielding are good. War- 
bling by Jimmy Blake is passable. 

Herb. 


PARADISE, N. Y. 


Frank Paris, A. B. C. Trio, Miss 
Trixie, Carol King, Lee Sullivan, 
Glen Miller Orch. 











Holiday show here ties up with 
the New York World’s Fair under 
billing of ‘Dawn of a New Day’ and 
Carries a production number that’s 
in the nature of a cavalcade of all 
fairs of recent history. Marjorie 
Fielding produced with her usual 


flair for color, novelty and staging | 


skill, with result that even if the 
new floor program isn’t up to her 





| 
| 


last show, it provides ample diver- 
sion. Costumes again are striking. 

In the Fair cavalcade production, 
which opens, costuming is in keeping 
with the time of the former fairs. 
In another production number, the 
floor girls are built around a bird 
act. Performing canaries, which do 
little stunts, walk tight wires, push 
miniature carts, etc., for one of the 
floor ladies who presides, are owned 
by Jack Lane. He taught the girls 
how to handle the birds and despite 
the intimacy of a floor, the noise, 
etc., the little feathered fellows do 
their stuff without hitches. Girls are 
in very sheer, attractive costumes in 
this number. Line lassies are mostly 
new and are lookers. 

Frank Paris and the A.B.C. Trio 
are held over from the last show, 
which has had a long run here. New 
talent unearthed includes Miss 
Trixie (New Acts), who hails from 
Vienna, and Carol King (New Acts). 
a toe dancer from the Coast. Miss 
Trixie strikes a new note as a jug- 
gler and also does acrbdbatics. In 
modern ballet routines Miss King 
adds zest to the proceedings. Some 
singing chores are in the hands of 
personable Lee Sullivan, formerly at 
the Weylin Bar on the east side. 

In the finale, show members mis- 
pronounce ‘alma mater,’ but it may 
be because the special lyrics has to 
make it rhyme with ‘later.’ 

The Glen Miller band, which car- 
ries a soloist, and was here before 
Russ Morgan came in on the last 
show, is back again. A good show 
and dance band. 

Paris, a swell novelty act, has 
added two marionets to his collec- 
tion, Dorothy Lamour and Mickey 
Rooney. Management may enlarge 
the show in time for the big New 
Year’s push, when competition 
among the Broadway clubs will be 
stiff. Char. 


CHEZ PAREE 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Milton Berle, Gracie Barrie, Flor- 
ence & Bob Robinson, Paul Regan, 
Everett West, Lucien & Ashour, Lou 
Breese Orch. 








Two guys walk away with this 
show, producer Fred Evans and Mil- 
ton Berle. Since coming over from 


Evans has built production of the 
Chez Paree into the outstanding item 
in its show. With assistant Mary 
Gorgas, Evans gives the Chez six 
items that cause even the most blase 
crowd to applaud. 

Evans currently has a Strauss 
waltz number that’s one of the finest 
turns ever sprung in this nitery. 

Berle is dynamite. Today he 
stands as the most glib comic on any 
stage, and a guarantee to entertain. 
His running patter is loaded with 
solid laughs and his songs are put 
over well enough. Berle has tried 
and gotten away successfully with 
every possible trick, including slight- 
of-hand, card manipulation and even 
risley work. Only hoofing is not in 
the Berle catalog, but he’s getting 
a bit too heavy for that. 

He was on the floor for two hours 
at the opening show and didn’t tire 
himself or this audience. When he 
called for the finale, this usually 
cold mob nearly broke its mitts try- 
ing to get him to continue his clown- 
ing. 

Gracie Barrie is back again and 
always welcome. Personality and 
vocals make her 14-carat anytime, 
anywhere. Everett West, also a 
solid warbler, slams home ‘Mystery 
of Life’ and ‘Road to Mandalay.’ 

Paul Regan, impersonator, indi- 
cates he would be happier in family 
vaudfilm houses where imperson- 
ators are still surefire entertain- 
ment. He’s a bit lost in this cafe. 

Lucien and _ Ashour, comed 
knockabout ballroom team, soc 
home with two numbers in which 
the femme roughhouses the male for 
a new twist in this type of act. Flor- 
ence and Bob Robinson open the 
show with some fast shagging and a 
good tap routine. Good looking cou- 
ple and they work with an earnest- 
ness that will put them over with 
any audience. 

Lou Breese’s orchestra rates plenty 
of commendation for the playing of 
the show and dancing. Gold. 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(ROOSEVELT HOTEL, N. 0.) 


New Orleans, Dec. 24. 

Buddy Rogers Orch, 

Three Trojans, King & King, Eliza- 

beth Tilton, Arthur Wright, Meta 
Stauder, Jitterbugs. 





Although biz is down, the Ha- 
waiian Blue Room of the Roosevelt 
hote] is offering a fair show, topped 
by Buddy Rogers’ orchestra. Any 





band following Abe Lyman’s crew 
| here is in a tough spot and that’s the 
position Rogers finds himself in. Al- 
though his band is smooth, the acts 
are the outstanders. 
crisp sending, which distinguishes 
the music provided for the Jitter- 
| bugs, and less of the salon type 
would find more favor with the 
| dancers. 

| Haskell, magician, does his fa- 


the Balaban & Katz Chicago theatre, | 


Haskell, | 


More of the | 





e 15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











Nan Halperin back in vaude after 
three years in musicomedy. Break- 
ing in a swell turn at the Royal, New 
York, to get the feel of things, not 
that it seemed to be needed. 





Christmas eve, worst theatre night 
of the year, saw 3,000 at the Hippo- 
drome, N. Y. Midget Village was the 
big draw for the kids, 
parents along. Big noise was three 
i|bands (30 pieces), California Ram- 
blers, Brunswick orchestra and 
Golden Gate orchestra. Badly placed 
|for best tonal effects, but imposing. 








Light show at the N. Y. Palace, 


lhut i¢ Lionel 


; but it well, Lionel 


VY Saae 


played 


| headed, with Nellie and Sara Kouns 
and Harry Carroll’s revue also on 
| bill. 





Lowell Sherman and Lou Holtz 
split honors at the N. Y. Alhambra. 
Bill light on names, but fast moving. 





N. Y. Broadway went vocal, which 
did not do the bill much good. 





Most theatres’ soft-pedaled on 
Christmas week bills, but the Palace, 
Chicago, had six comedy acts in a 
|row and they got over with a bang. 
Included were Sophie Tucker, Four 
Mortons, Morton and Dooley, Chic 
Sale and Van Hoven. 








Louise Lovely, picture player, was 
doing personals. Selling nearly 
everybody the idea they, too, could 
get into pictures, 





Helen Hayes and O. P. Heggie in 
Washington preeming in Zangwill’s 
‘We Moderns.’ 








Numerous cheaply priced St. Louis 
\theatres charged with permitting 
prostitutes to ply their trade where 
they would be safe from interference 
| from the police. Houses were said 
|to be getting from $150 to $225 a 


day for winking at the solicitations. 





After a drastic shakeup, Famous 
Players’ Los Angeles studios were 
going full speed ahead again. Jesse 
L. Lasky was in the saddle. 





N. Y. Board of Health after un- 
sanitary theatres. 





DeMille’s “Ten Commandments’ 
opened at the Cohan, N. Y. Did 
$5,000 the first two days. But those 
days were Saturday and Sunday. 





Erlanger office hard put to get 
theatres for its own attractions. 
Other managers chuckling. 





miliar cigaret routine, baffling as 
usual, and tops it off with a card 
trick that patrons remember from 
his last visit here. The Three Tro- 
jans do their intricate flips, twists 
and spins with ease and skill despite 
the limited space. 

King and King offer a variety of 
click dances. Elizabeth Tilton, Ar- 
thur Wright and Meta Stauder, vo- 
calists with the orchestra, are fea- 
tured in solos, with the latter par- 
ticularly possessing a highly indi- 
vidual and appealing style. 

The DiGatanos, who were to have 
been featured dance -team in the 
show, were injured in an auto acci- 
dent en route here and were unable 
to appear. The Jitterbugs, put into 
the Blue Room as a ‘temporary at- 
traction’ a month ago, are still at it 
and going over big. 

Rogers m.c.’s well and in a special 
orchestra number solos on practic- 
ally every instrument. Liuzza. 


TOWN CASINO 


(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, Dec. 23. 
The Everetts, John Hale, Cyril 
Smith, Hank the Mule, Dorothy Foz, 
Duke Dingley Orch. 





A noisy audience caused perform- 
ers untold discomfort opening night. 
The acts carried on regardless. 

The Everetts, mediocre dance 
team, probably had opening-night 
| jitters, but at best their stuff is just 
passable. 

John Hale, m.c. and okay vocalist, 
| was at the Continentale last season 
|and gets by. 

| Cyril Smith’s comedy was entirely 
lost at this catching, due to the con- 
|tinuous chatter. Hank the Mule, 
|novelty act, took top honors. A 
mother and daughter team, their ef- 





| fort makes for plenty laughs. 
| othy Fox, from ‘Sing Out the News,’ 
|show, resumes Monday (26) after 
| two-week respite. Consequently, 
| she’s only in for two days. Duke 
Dingley’s orch is okay. Thom. 





with the} 


Atwill | 


Five out of the seven acts at the} 


Dor- | 


NEW 


ACTS 





DINTY DOYLE 


M. C. 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Dinty Doyle, radio editor of the 
N. Y. Journal-American and con- | 
ductor of a national Hearst radio | 
poll, joins the procession of news- | 
papermen turned vaudevillians for a | 
week at Loew’s State. ie 

Doing an amiable m. c.ing job, his 
prime purpose is frankly that of 
enlisting co-operation of guest stars, 
said ‘co-op’ emphasizing cuffo bows | 
and mayhap a quip or two. Being 
'a columnist on an important daily, 
one of the few left to retain radio 
columns and columnists, under exist- | 
ing antipathy of mewspaper pub- 
lishers against radio, Doyle thus en- 
joys an added distinction with the | 
radio talent. 

As an m. c. he’s a good newspaper- 
man, a generai conciusion as applied 
| to working newspapermen. The ex- 
ceptions are rare and, if you have 
Winchell in mind he was an NVA 
before he was a Remington wrecker. 
But since newspapermen of late have 
become by-line primas in more ways 
than one, many m. c.ing at benefits 
or conducting their own sustaining | 
programs on the air, the boys, as a | 
class, are more poised and more at | 
ease before audiences. 

Doyle qualifies as such. He’s easy 
in his chatter, adequate in the intros | 
and passingly acceptable when essay- 
ing a quip. Sometimes the quips 
fall, but it’s all rather all right. | 
| Besides which. of course, such cuffo 
talent as Lew Lehr, Cantor, Allen, 
| Kate Smith, Boswell, et al., is not to 
| be sneezed at when a theatre can 
drag ’em over for an extra bend or 
| wo. Abel. 


| JIMMY and MILDRED MULCAY 
| Harmonica 

| 11 Mins. 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Jimmy and Mildred Mulcay are 
among the best solo workers on the 
| lowly mouth-organ, which, since the 
| Minnevitch pioneering, has assumed 
growing dignity and virtuosity. To- 
day the harmonica soloists can do 
plenty of tricks on their Hohners, 
and, aided by the mike amplifica- 
tion, some of the sonorous effects 
are musical and extraordinary. 

The Mulcays are personable, she 
a nice-looking blonde. Act opens 

















in tails, gagging that he can get two- 

|tone effects. It’s thus that his femme 
partner is introduced from offstage, 
via a dual mike, as she takes the 
alto passages and he the tenoring. 
The harmonics throughout make for 
nice results. 

Turn runs a bit overlong with its 
repertoire of ‘Caravan,’ ‘Flight of the 
Bumble Bee,’ ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ 
‘Sugar Blues,’ ‘Carnival of Venice’ 
and an encore of ‘Tiger Rag,’ an- 
nounced as Benny Goodman’s ar- 
rangement. 

No question but that the Rimsky- 
Korsakoff composition is difficult; 
ditto ‘Rhapsody’ and of course 
‘Venice,’ with its triple-tongueing, so 
announced, but which is performed 
on an ordinary 50c. marine har- 
monica. Mulcay states he and his 
partner were a year and a half re- 
hearsing it. Turn opened strongly 
here. Abel. 


LIONEL STANDER 

With Irwin Corey and Solem Burry 
12 Mins. 

State, Hartford 

This is the first vaude stint for 
Lionel Stander of the films and the 
legit. Gives out with three dramatic 
impersonations, all o.k. One of a 
Russian nobleman, the other of a 
drawing room character of the Noel 
Coward type, and the third of a 
stoker on a boat. 

Stander is assisted by Irwin Core 
and Solem Burry, ex-legiters, wi 
whom he indulges in comedy cross- 
fire likewise to good purpose. Withal 
a zestful act. Eck. 


DAVE SCHOOLER’S 16 SWING- 


|may be expected from the 


jin rah-rah_ regalia. 
apparently as a solo, with Mulcay, | tumed in — getup, including 


some guest theatre shots with Nick 
Kenny. 

Cassel has a good voice, nice per- 
sonal appearance, and possibilities. 
But he needs coaching in his con- 
duct behind the footlights. Judging 
by his work at the Roxy, he doesn’t 
sell himself snappily enough, a 
shortcoming partly due to very poor 
selection of numbers. Gave out 
‘That’s Why Darkies Were Born,’ 
‘Lord’s Prayer,’ and ‘You’re Lovely’ 
(latier a production flash with the 
Gae Foster house line). 

This trio of numbers is fairly slow 
in musical tempo, and does not give 
any opportunity for a showmanly 
gamut up and down the baritone’s 
vocal range. He sings well enough, 
but by eschewing standard touches 
—standard, because they’re success- 
ful—he is missing the chance to sell 
himself. 

Should concentrate on better pro- 
gramming. That'll clear up most of 
the difficulties. Tune like ‘Lord’s 
Prayer’ would be fine during Lent, 


but at Christmas time it’s rather 
grave. Edga, 
ROSE BLANE 
Singing 
8 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

A rhythm singer who sells her 
numbers well and with zest, Rose 


Blane is a valuable asset to the Abe 
Lyman band with which she works 
as soloist. She’s been with Lyman 
for quite a spell, but under New 
Acts for the first time. 

Miss Blane opens her routine with 
‘Gypsy in My Soul,’ a bit old but an 
excellent choice for her style of 
singing, and follows with a number 
Lyman wrote back in ’23, ‘I Cried 
for You.’ This is done legit as sung 
in 1923 and also in swing. 

A special introductory by Miss 
Blane leads the band to impressions 
of Tommy Dorsey and other pres- 
ent-day bands, topped by vocalizing 
of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ 

Char, 


CALIFORNIA VARSITY EIGHT 
Singing 

6 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

As the title suggests, college songs 
Cali- 
fornia Varsity Eight and are forth- 
coming, but the boys do not appear 
They’re cos- 
| tights, ete., but that m 
ter. 

Men make a fine appearance and 
have excellent singing voices. The 
| operetta flavor is mixed with that 
|0f American folk songs and _ winds 
| up with the campus airs. Several 
|of the men rotate to lead the group 
| vocally before the mike. Char. 


YOLA GALLI 
Singing 

7 Mins. 

Casa Manana, N. Y. 

Yola Galli, comely blonde, works 
like a veteran despite her obvious 
youth. She’s given the appellation 
of a Billy Rose ‘find of the month.’ 

Stressing altitudinous notes, 
was a smash on a bill studded with 
vets. Forced to a second encore at 
show caught, Miss Galli did ‘Donkey 
Serenade. Wear. 


GEORGE SHELLEY 
Singing 
5 Mins, 
Casa N. Y. 
Personable balladeer, George Shel- 
ley evokes early admiration with his” 
baritoneing. Main criticism is that he 
seemed mike conscious when caught. 
However, this will be eliminated as 
he goes along. 

Lad has only two salable tunes, 
but does them well. Wear, 


CAROL KING 

Dancing 

8 Mins. 

Paradise Rest., N. YY ; 
On from the Coast, Carol King is 

a ballet dancer of modern technique 

and good looks which adds consid- 

erable flash to her dancing work. 

She is on the toes all the way and, 


es no mat- 





HEARTS ORCHESTRA 
With Harrison Sisters (3), 

Wilson 
State, Hartford 

This is the latest all girl band to. 
hit the market. Billed as the 16) 
Swinghearts, though their music is | 
far from swing, indulging principally | 
in sweet and semi-classical music. | 
Only male member of the band is 
Dave Schooler who wields the baton. 
|Band could stand more polish—it’s | 
only a month old—and better all) 
around setup. 

Schooler is personable. Wields the 
stick throughout except for a piano | 
|solo of Liszt’s 


Evelyn 





| does tumbling as well. 


‘Second Hungarian | 


while not going in for any tapping, 

af mew certain dressing that makes 
er ideal for floors. Miss King also 

suits for picture theatres, Char, 


MISS TRIXIE 
Juggling, Acrobatics 
12 Mins. 

Paradise Rest., N. Y. 

Miss Trixie, an import, goes in for 
something that has always been a 
man’s job—juggling. She is a 
chubby, fat-legged young lady who 

oes The act is 
distinctly a novelty entry and one 
that scores easily. 

The Russian type of juggling, with 





| Rhapsody.’ Appearing with the band | stick in mouth and rubber balls for 
are the Harrison Sisters (3) who) balancing as a part of the juggling, 


| clear the jumps with two songs 
| ‘Honeysuckle Rose,’ ‘Trees’ 
medley of nursery rhymes. 


and aj} 
Sell 
'son does her standard femme com- 
| edy drunk. Eck. 

| WALTER CASSEL 

| Songs 

| 8 Mins. 

| Roxy, N. Y. 

| This baritone’s name turns up very 
|frequently in radio reviews, but 
| heretofore has not been in the vaude 
|files. He’s been around to theatres 


themselves effectively. Evelyn Wil-; 


figures in her routine. She also jug- 
gles plates and for a blowoff a total 
_of five large rubber spheres which 
must be difficult to manage even if 
looking easy. Char, 





COY MILLER’S OWN CAFE 
Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 27. 
Operation of Merry Garden, cafe 
here, has been taken over by Coy 
Miller, director of a 19-piece local 
orchestra. 
Baton swinger opened place with 





before, however, and the Variety 
Rapio Directory shows he made 


special Christmas Eve midnight per- 
formance, ; 


she ~~ 
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— STATE N. Y. its tone is full and pliant. Arrange- STRAND, i A ists. Helen Morgan is Helen Mor- RIVERA, B’KLYN 





Dinty Doyle, Jim & Mildred Mul- 
cay, 6 Debonairs, Boy_ Foy, Jane 
Pickens, Cass, Owen & Topsy; Ruby 
Zwerling house orch; ‘West with 
Hardys’ (M-G). 


The State has one of the costliest 
talent shows this week, yet the 
cheapest, this anomaly hiding under 





ments are distinctive without being 
too showy. Peewee Hunt, Sunny 
Dunham and Murray McLaglen 
(spelling by ear) contribute passable 
specialties. Frank Hornaday offers a 
brief vocal with the house organ. 

Of the individual acts, strongest 
entertainment is supplied by Fred 
Sanborn, vet comedy xylophonist. 
Working with Milburn Christopher, 
who does a couple of knotted rope 
\tricks, Sanborn sports his familiar 











Abe Lyman Orch, Walter ‘Dare’ 
Wahl, Dale Winthrop, Rose Blane, 
California Varsity Eight, ‘Red’ Pep- 
per; ‘The Dawn Patrol’ (WB), re- 
viewed in Variety Dec. 14. 





A tight, swingy, and fast 50 min- 
utes of entertainment is brought 
here for the holidays by Abe Ly- 
man’s orchestra which carries all the 


gan, this time without her piano, but 
still with Jerome Kern music. Stick- 
ing wisely to ballads she fashions a 
resounding click. Miss Morgan and 
her co-headliner, Dick Foran, did 
Kern's ‘Show Boat’ up brown be- 
tween ’em. Former did all the femme 
numbers and Foran gave ’em ‘Ol’ 
Man River.’ Theatre should be pay- 
ing royalties currently to Edna Fer- 
ber and Kern. Foran, in addition 
to this tune, sang two westerr songs. 








(NEW) 


NTG Unit, Slate Bros, (3), Fay 
Carroll, Byrnes Sisters, Chicquita, 
Eleanor Wood, Joan Gaylord, Neil 
and Clark, Continental Thrillers, Ted 
Eddy Orch (9); ‘Ladies in Distress’ 
(Rep). 


Once a part of the flesh-and-film 
Keith chain, the Rivera has been a 











aad : : | Tow , a's ding long, ‘ ’ Wahl, | He has a timid approach to an audi- i icture house for the past 1 
the billing of Guest Stars. Dinty oe crag « hae Peon teatueel ae suneplne — a h eo ence, but his personality is good, straight p P das 

dio editor of | {@pping shoes, short-long {rousers, |standard in vaude and picture houses | | Guiet. Pipes are satisfac- | years as part of the Randforce cir- 
Doyle (New Acts), radio 1tOr |coofy hat and necktie and ‘produc- | ¢p5, years. Harry Gourfain has given } ough q . pes Satins Sie f iuhborhood houses. & 
the N. Y. Journal-American, head- }tion* eyebrows. After bungling sev-| the’ show excellent staging, setting | tory. oo © ses. Spot : 
lining the current bill, has guesting | eral tricks and getting tangled ludi- | ;, against a tasteful and effective | Six Marvels open the show nicely | has been dark four months since { 


f him such people as Lew Lehr |crously in a few xylophone numbers, background. 
or S : 


with their skating stunts all stand- 


Randforce dropped it, but relighted 
Christmas Day with a combo policy 
gunned by NTG’s familiar unit to 
which several outside acts have been 
added. Screen fare will be from the 
‘B’ drawer. 

Rivera is unusually large for a 
nabe spot, seating 2,400, and if the 
policy of feature, newsreel and me- 
dium priced flesh goes over at 40c 
top, the bookings for the house will 
be widened to bring in name bands. 
Business opening night almost filled 
the house, with reaction to NTG and 
the antics of the Slate Bros. good. 
Setup calls for four-a-day which is 
made possible by the elimination of 
shorts, etc., because of a 1 p.m. open- 
ing rule. Vaude is on a split week 
basis, four and three. 

Stage setting conforms with the 
| usual makeup of nabe combo presen- 
tations, spotting a nine-piece orches- 


| he finally plays a medley of contrast-| [yman, one of the oldtimers him- 
|ing bits with merry skill. All this is| sejf follows another oldtimer in 


offered with a hilarious accompani- | here, Ted Lewis, who completed a 
ment of knowing smirks and balmy 


. |four weeks’ stint Thursday night | 
| glances across the footlights or at the | (99) Away from New York about | 
orchestra, and it’s all done in click | , year, the Lyman orchestra, with 
jlow comedy siyie. | specialty talent, had a run at the | 


Andrews Sisters, having just closed |}7 Paree, Chicago, and also played 
|at the Glass Hat, N. Y., are back for| the Roosevelt. New Orleans, plus a 


their second Paramount stage date 
in about six months. Trio offer the 
usual group of three numbers, har- 
|mony arrangements of ‘Hold Tight,’ | \°.)) as jitterbuggy swing. He has 


|‘Umbrella Man’ and their familiar | several very effective arrangements, 


aka Sane of “Old Man Fn | and — the — of — —— 
swing vers oo “| ings calls upon the six-foot Lyman 
Poser ete ws a GOB Anger the most | to get hot himself, he rises to the 
distinctive an ective. 


, occasion with the best of ’em. His 
Other act on the bill is Frank} ont atl oo 
: “ i}men lay on the brass, too, when 
Sarie ; ~ > . > reri y e ; : ’ : 
eee sie — Pee el New York | called upon, and ‘Red’ Pepper, trum- 
as : se se Ta } 
| vaude houses and niteries in the last 


ard and over well here. It used to 
be Nash and Fately; now it’s Dick 
|and Leota Nash with a good portion 
of roping tricks and a couple of me- 
dium-sized gags. Always gooc in the 
deuce, and can fit in on any vaude 
bill in that spot. Ray and Trent 
got the closest to laughs with their 
occasional clowning in their hand-to- 
hand balancing act. For the most 
part they stick to straight acrobatics 
and score solidly. Selma Marlowe 
comes through again with two neat 
tapping bits, with her closing Span- 
ish tap routine rating especial atten- 
ition. Three Sirottos close the bill 
|and top of the show in excellent 
|fashion on their. bikes. Especially 
goed is their work on the high uni- | 
cycles. 

Dr. Hoffman was a solid novelty 
in the middle of the show with his 


Kate Smith, Eddie Cantor, Fred 
Allen. Abbott and Costello, Phil 


Baker, Connie Boswell, Tommy 
Riggs and others. They make cuffo 
guest appearances at the night 
shows, and the State has a perma-| 
nent marquee display heralding the | 
changing guesters. Lehr was on 
opening night, Allen the second and 
Cantor the third, which isn’t a bad 
parlay. This is Doyle’s vaude debut. 

Show is primed in the conven- 
tional nitery atmosphere, a popular 
form of presentation whenever news- 
papermen or columnists do their 
stuff on a vaude flyer. In the case of 
Doyle, with most of the other 
newshawks gone NVA, he’s making 
a pretty good try of it. 

Most of them being Broadway or 
cafe columnists, the atmosphere is 


string of one-nighters. | 
Keeping in step with the times, 
Lyman is giving "em sweet music as 








as 


peteer, has a stint downstage that 
Going to town, he does 











nitery; in Doyle’s case he wants it to 
re-create the informality of a studio 
broadcast, minus, however, those 
‘applause’ cards. In sequence, he 
opens with Jim and Mildred Mulcay 
(New Acts), who wham over some 
corking harmonica work, although 
running overboard. 

The 6 Debonairs, who have been 
in ‘You Never Know’ and ‘Fetween 
the Devil,’ have some smart produc- 
tion lyrics to background their con- 


certed hoofing, although the latter is 


the bulwark of their stuff. Nice- 
looking male sextet, in ultra formal 
attire, are more than the usual 
tandem of expert tapsters. Their 
version of a mechano-type dance, 
in line with the 1939 World’s Fair, 
is topical and extremely well exe- 
cuted. There has been much imagi- 
nation and priming in the prepara- 
tio. of this routine particularly. nor 
is it too stiff and ‘impressionistic’ in 
toto, as evidenced by the concluding 
comedy business. That’s a show- 
manly switch. Act should do very 
well on a cafe floor as well as on a 


rostrum, and is the type of turn that | 


the Rainbow Room customers would 
fancy, especially the rhythmic dance 
mechanique. 

Boy Foy, who, too, is equally facile 
whether in cafes or in theatres, does 
amazing jugglery on the uricycle, 
much of it basically difficult on terra 
firma. Jane Pickens, offshoot of the 
Pickens Sisters, is an ash-blonde 
looker, nicely tall without falling 
into the ‘statuesque’ groove, and a 
cinch for production, musical com- 
edy or films. She sopranos a mean 
ballad and shows an unmistakable 
operatic range in her burlesque. of 
one of those outdoor summer theatre 
divas, whose high C’s are punctuated 
by pesky mosquitoes. Miss Pickens 
is smart in keeping in the clown- 
ing department, especially for 
variety and cafe consumption. Open- 
ing with ‘Beautiful Baby,’ her med- 
ley of what she calls three top bal- 
lacds—‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,’ 
‘Star Dust’ and ‘Night and Day’—is 
surefire socko songology, especially 
as she interprets them. Miss Pickens 
might watch her make», which 
seems over-accentuated about the 
eyes and cheekbones. 

Cress, Owen and Topsy, without 
Mack, are their surcaire clicks with 
the unique acro-comedy in which 
Topsy and the other femme are the 
features. The contortive flips and 


4 ; : Ty warmed up. She’s unbeatable on| (New Acts) from behind closed cur-— 
falls and the general comed | to do, but he’s strictly in the idiom new theatre, as well as a possible|versions of ‘M Bonnie,’ ‘Bl j j i 

tine commend this turn for one the. of the ickies. Kim Loo Sisters (New |factor again in the local show busi-| Heaven’ and ‘Marie’ r Bk ree peo nae Eton 4 ar post 
atre. Announced as just back from | Acts), four unusually attractive Chi-|ness. The State-Lake has had a re-} Hopkins’ crew -is chiefly distin- pg Faget Mgr Rpg gh al 
the ‘Folies Bergere’ (Paris), it’s | D@S€ 8als, deliver a song-and-dance 


patent that the comedy combo isn’t 
restricted linguistically anywheres. 
Doyle m.c.s in between, pacing the 
show nicely, asking for extra bends 
for the acts and Ruby Zwerling, the 
house maestro, who’s on the rostrum 
for the current engagement. In 
hevalting Allen the colimni: men- 
tioned that this marked Aller’s first 
B-oedway stage appearance in seven 
years. Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Glen Gray Orch, Frank Hornaday, 
Andrews Sisters, Frank Paris, Fred 
Scenborn; ‘Artists and Models Abroad’ 
(Par), reviewed in Variety Nov. 2. 








Fair enough entertainment on this 
stage bill, but just mild boxoffice 
draw. Screen,portion is okay b.o., 
with Jack Benny and Joan Bennett 
for the marquee, but ‘Artists and 
Models Abroad’ is tepid entertain- 
ment. So, considering everything, it 
looks like this show will ride along 
on the holiday swell without gener- 
ating much power of its own, 

Glen Gray’s orchestra, which 
opened the Paramount’s name-band 
policy about two years ago, is still a 
strong musical outfit which impresses 
on its own, handles a show proficient- 
ly, and possesses a couple of middling 
solo specialty members. Band 
nicely balanced between the brass, 

woodwind and rhythm sections, while 


|few months. Still okay for an act of 
|its kind, and Paris is shrewd enough 
|to keep changing his material. 

Hobe. 


STANLEY, PITT. 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 
Ken Murray, Jack (Scat) Powell, 
5 Elgins, 4 Kim Loo Sisters, Gene 
Austin with Candy and Coco, Mine- 
|vitch’s Rascals (9), Dave Broudy’s 
House Orch (16); ‘Going Places’ 
(WB). 





Stanley putting its best foot for- 
ward for the holiday week with a 
line-up of talent that not only has 
marquee value, but also delivers. 
Single jarring note is color of some 
|of Ken Murray’s material. Ordi- 
narily that wouldn’t matter so much, 
| but with the big kid trade expected 
| during vacash period, comic’s mate- 





|rial could stand soap and water. 
| For the oldstess, 
leay's a pushover. Retailing practical- 
| ly same set of gags he had on dis- 
play here three years ago in tab 
‘Sketch Book,’ he gets by more on 
ease and manner than material, for 
the fellow does have a way with 


tage, and no denying that he misses 
Oswald. 

Show’s only soft spot is at the be- 
ginning, with Dave Broudy’s house 
crew, moved from the pit to the 
stage, starting off with tepid collec- 
tion of Xmas carols that would make 
an all right overture, but doesn’t fit 
the genesis of a presentation. After 
that, Murray takes over and things 
go along swimmingly right up to the 
curtain. Five Elgins, including two 
femmes, deliver a show-stopper im- 
mediately with their sock juggling 
session, which is tops in both novel- 
ty and action. Murray follows them 
on to lampoon a composite picture 
of different maestri batoning the 
band through ‘Tiger Rag’ and good 
for laughs. 

Jack (Scat) Powell next, scatting 
hotly through couple of wordless 
songs. Bread and butter for the jit- 
terbugs. The average payee may 
be puzzled by what Powell’s trying 


stanza that alternates between good 
and bad, and then Gene Austin 
comes on with Candy and Coco to 
shoot things back into high again. 

Austin’s recent comeback under- 
standable since his voice is practical- 
ly as good as it ever was, and in 
Candy and Coco he has a couple of 
instrumental helpers, one on guitar 
and other on bull fiddle, who would 
be useful to anybody. Austin sits at 
the piano, and had to give ’em an 
even dozen tunes before mob would 
let him get away. Stuck to current 
pops and a song or two of his own, 
but on the encore'shot across a med- 
ley of three old-time hits he helped 
popularize, ‘When Whippoorwills 
Call,” ‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ and 
‘Some of These Days.’ 

Following niche reserved for Mur- 
ray’s ov specialty, his familiar but 
still funny bit with the clarinet, with 
Powell coming in at the end for a 
few minutes of vocal-reed jamming. 

Closer is the Minevitch raggedy 
crew, without Borrah, of course. 
They’re socko and rightly so. Last 
time here boys were sacrificing their 
mouth-organ slickery for comedy, 
but —s managed to combine the 
two of them effectively without 
making any sacrifices in either di- 
rection. Act is just about tops now, 
and runs just as smoothly as it did 
when Minevitch was in front. The 
half-pint in chaps at the far ed is 


is| still head man. 





Biz off, but expected day before 
Xmas, Cohen. 


him. Could use a stooge to advan-- 


is effective. 


| 





however, Mur- | 


impressions of Henry Busse’s ‘Hot | 
Lips,” Clyde McCoy’s ‘Sugar Blues’ 
and his own conception of ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ with a vocal opening. Pep- 
per is a rotund, pleasant type of fel- 
low who clicks solidly. 

Lyman’s opening with the band, ‘T | 
Get Rhythm’ (as a tribute to Gersh- 
win) is swingy and pretty brassy, 
with Lyman conducting in the de- 
sired manner and stamping himself 
immediately as a cat. His special ar- 
rangement later on of ‘Melancholy 
Baby,’ done sweetly and with the 
bandsmen doubling vocally as a 
group, is the standout. A popular 
swing selection provides for the 
close, played spiritedly. 





Wahl’s comedy acrobatic act leads | 


to the windup, while ahead of this 
is Rose Blane (New Acts), a singer. 
She is doing three numbers, one of 
which is built for the purpose of 
providing the band with an oppor- 
tunity to do impressions of Tommy 
Dorsey, Guy Lombardo and other 
orchestras, Miss Blane topping with 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ She 
also does ‘I Cried for You,’ which 
Lyman write in 1923. Another sin- 
gle carried by the band is Dale Win- 
throp, novelty tap dancer. She was 
caught at the Paramount, N. Y., in 
1937. 

California Varsity Eight 
Acts), a group costumed in the 
operetta manner, but featuring 
American folk songs and popular 
college tunes, are on shortly after 
the opening. Very good singing 
voices figure. Char. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


(NEW) 








(New 





rink-mixing. Scored strongly with 
this audience, and made entertain- 
is not 
| basically entertainment. Good work- | 
| er, and handles the payees cleverly 


ment out of a stunt which 


and gets plenty out of ’em. 


Leading the »and and m.c.’ing the 
Kvale was one of 
the top boxoffice names around town 
a few years ago during the hey-day 
of the m.c., and his return to the 
loop is not only welcome, but a good 
augury. Kvale is on top of the show 
at all times here and paces the acts 


show is Al Kvale. 


with skill and finesse. 
opening day. Gold, 


Nixon’s Grand, Philly 





Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 


Beverly White, 


‘Mr. Wong, Detective’ (Mono). 





Despite fairly good 


lacks any real distinction or 


audience, 


bad. 


Business was great at the supper 
show on Christmas eve (Saturday), 


Claude Hopkins Orch, Slim and 
Slam, Miller Brothers (3), Ghezzis, 


Lucky Sisters (2), 
Crackshot, Bill Bailey, Ray Moore; 


line-up of 
marquee names, show at the Grand 
this stanza totals up to only a so-so 
affair, which results in a sesh that 
im- 
pelling cause for a return visit by the 
It’s not all the fault of the 
acts, either, for production is often 
slow, and. the lighting is frequently 


Fact is, annoyance starts even be- 


tra led by Ted Eddy on stage. Out- 
fit is nothing out of the ordinary, but 
handles the musical backing for the 
various turns in okay fashion. Slate 
Bros. work in their accepted style, 
turning in 10 minutes of terps and 
nonsense, then spend the rest of the 
hour long show heckling everybody 
in sight. It’s NTG’s_ stereotyped 
style of presentation, but clicks as 
always. 

Beside appreciation for the three 
Slates, best reaction of the payees 
was to Fay Carroll and the Byrnes 
Sisters, and the closing Continental 
Thrillers. Last two are standard 
turns, while Miss Carroll is a fooler. 
Granlund, m.c.’ing the show, gives 
her the same dumb dame buildup 
that he gives the rest. But when 
she opens her mouth to pipe, “This Is 
My ‘True Confession’ it’s. proof 
enough she can handle tunes well 
enough for any spot. Byrnes Sis- 
ters are a tap trio and click handily 
in two spots. Both are unison rou- 
tines, first exceptionally well done, 
and the second a good military. 

Continental Thrillers is the oft-re- 
viewed trio of roller skaters, punch- 
ing home familiar spins and fancy 
roller bearinged routines. Rest of 
the turns are NTG standards, classi- 
fying mainly as fillers. There's 
Chicquita, Mexican dancer; Eleanor 
Wood, interpretative terper; Joan 
Gaylord, Russian dancer; Neil and 
Clark, jitterbug hoppers; and the 
little blonde, Helena Anderson, from 
Granlund’s Midnight Sun eatery in 
New York. She essays the worn-out 
‘A-Tisket A-Tasket.’ 


STATE, HARTFORD 








Chicago, Dec. 25. 
Six Marvels, Dick & Leota Nash, 





Dick Foran, Selma Marlowe, Ray & 
Trent, Dr. Hoffman, Helen Morgan, 
Three Sirottos, Al Kvale, House 
Orch; ‘Campus Confessions’ (Par). 





Balaban & Katz has taken this 
house over since its former manage- 
ment, Jones, Linick & Schaefer, 
moved around the corner to the 
Oriental. New owners spent around 
$75,000 for a complete physical re- 
vamping from carpets to marquee. 
All in all, B&K did a splendid job of 
making the State-Lake practically a 


markable effect on Chi biz since it 
was built. It originally brought 
vaudfilm to the attention of the 
public and knocked two-a-day galley 
west. Later, when vaude was 
floundering, J. L. & S. tried a new 
State-Lake policy, which was a com- 
bination of vaude and stage show in 
addition to pictures. It caught on, 
and subsequently many theatres 
have used this set-up. 

Now the house is again trying an- 
other scheme, and there is a possi- 
bility that it will mean much in view 
of the remarkable business that was 
turned in on the worst day of the 
year (Christmas eve). It’s simply a 
line-up of eight acts of vaudeville, 
plus a picture. In this week’s show, 
all acts are run off in front of the 
band and introduced by an m.c. 

But that isn’t the punch. The 
wrinkle here is the capacity trade 
the house enjoyed on the day before 
Christmas. Which would indicate 
that vaude at a price (40c top here) 
is a real boxoffice idea and show- 
men everywhere who are looking for 
an angle to give some impetus to 
their boxoffice can study seriously 
the remarkable reaction being re- 
ceived by the State-Lake with its 
set-up of plenty of good acts com- 
bined with a picture (strictly ‘B’ 
here), 

Inaugural bill is loaded with solid, 
standard talent, but nevertheless is 
not a well-rounded variety bill, be- 
ing especially lacking in talk and 
comedy. 


fore the show begins and gives it a 
bad opening break. Cause is the ter- 
rifically overlong plugging for the 
special New Year’s show, pictures, 
acts, bands, jitterbug contests and 
everything else that’s coming to the 
house for the next six months. And 
as if repetitious trailers aren’t 
enough, when they finally wind up 
and the show seems ready to begin, 
offstage voice starts the puffing all 
over again on the house p.a. system. 
Outstanding bit of the entire line- 
up is the warbling of Beverly White, 
colored vocalist with Claude Hop- 
kins’ outfit. Femme starts none too 
well with a slowie, but she gets into 
the nifty class as soon as she gets 


guished by the stick-swisher’s work 





sic. 





Hartford, Dec, 24. 
Lionel Stander, Fenwick & Cook, 


Gaylene Sisters, Flagg & Arnold, 
Swinghearts Orch (16), Dave Schoole- 
er, Harrison Sisters (3), Evelyn Wil- 
son, Sam Kaplan House Orch; ‘Or- 
phans of the Street’ (Rep). 





Lionel Stander, making the first 


stop of a p.a. tour, braces the mar- 
quee this week. Show is well paced 
and of sock proportions. 


Following an overture by the 


house band, show opens with the 
theme song by the 16 Swinghearts 


t’s led by the personable Dave 


jive-nuts in passably good style. 


Foot Floogie,’ 
Philly appearance 


Earle. 
earlier engagement. 


of grins might help. 


meaning is undecipherable. 


pearance. Terping’s okay, but no 


tune of the number. 











Heading the show are two vocal- 


erb. 


on the ivories. Hot swinger, he’s no 
doubt one of the most gifted of the 
Negro piano-pounding maestros. His 
13-piece outfit caters strictly to the 


Slim and Slam, authors of ‘Flat 
make their second 
in about four 
weeks, recently having been at the 
Seemed to be crisper at the 
Although their 
“work on the bass fiddle, guitar and 
vibraphone are good, lads appear to 
take themselves too seriously. Couple 


Three Miller Brothers do a hoofing 
turn aboard a row of latters whose 
Also 
dance on a high table made of pipe, 
which is pretty unshowmanly in ap- 


distinctive. Ghezzi Brothers (2) pro- 
vide the only ofay act in the revue. 
Are excellent in hand-balancing and 
exhibition of sheer strength stuff. 
Finish with nice bit of comedy which 
they have been using for some time, 
the ‘Big Apple’ upside down, actually 
just dancing on their hands to the 


Comedy is taken care of by Crack- 
shot, Bill Bailey and Ray Moore. 
Somewhat reminiscent of standard 
burley skits, it’s often pretty blue, 
but gets by in okay fashion. Lucky 
Sisters (2) provide some mediocre 
harmony and n.s.h. terping, while the 
line of 15 shows more than the usual 
chorus-gal enthusiasm, but _ else. 


Schooler, who m.c.’s the show. Ag- 
gregation swings out in ‘Night Ride 
following which the Harrison Sis- 
ters, singers, are spotted. Gals have 
good voices and get over nicely with 
‘Honeysuckle Rose’ and a medley of 
nursery rhymes. 

On next are the Gaylene Sisters 
(2) (New Acts), acrobatic dancers, 
who give a good account-of them- 
selves. Fenwick & Cook pack a high 
voltage punch with their knockabout 
comedy. Score solidly with a Tyro- 
lean slap dance. Band next plays 
‘Enchanted,’ making a nice spot for 
the Harrison Sisters to reprieve in 
‘Trees.’ ; 

Evelyn Wilson, making her third 
appearance in this town in as many 
months—two of them at this house— 
registers solidly with her femme 
t| drunk act. Schooler spotted next in 
a piano solo of Liszt’s ‘Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody.’ Flagg & Arnold 
click with hand balancing stunts. 
Gals from the band next gather 
around the mike in a choral number, 
‘Ten Pins.’ 

In the next to the closing spot, 
Stander (New Acts), makes an ex- 
cellent chaser. Is a strong support- 
ing act. Does three dramatic im- 
personations in which he is forte and 
indulges in comedy cross-fire with 
two stooges (Irwin Coey and Solem 
Burry). 

Band, on stage all the time, finales 
with a swing medley. Lighting ef- 
fects for the band standout. Biz good 
at show caught Sunday night (25) 
considering the holiday. Eck. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Sunny Rice, Six Christianis, Will- 
dams & Charles, Eddie Rio & Bros. 
c), Walter Cassel, Gae Foster House 
ine, Paul Ash House Orch; ‘Ken- 
tucky (20th), reviewed in VARIETY 
Dec. 21. . 


Coupled to a film of average 
length, the Roxy’s Christmas-week 
stage show runs a bare 50 minutes, 
which is quite a trimming from the 
usual show dished out here. Possibly 
the management is counting on a big 
turnover with a shorter show, and 
probably a production of this type 
is a nod toward oldsters and kid- 
dies. Certainly juveniles and the 
folks under 40 will find the bill pret- 
ty tepid. ‘ ; 

Starting with shortcomings— 
what’s lacking at the Roxy this week 
is first of all some good flash-act 
dancing; secondly the bill could 
stand some snappy pop vocalizing. 
Showing a zero in both depart- 
ments (except for some brief tap- 
ping by Sunny Rice), the business 
fails to impress as punchy enough, 
or coherent in the sense of today’s 
house shows. 

Gae Foster house line, as always, 
opens the proceedings, garbed in 
winter sports costumes. Sunny Rice, 
gayly bedecked in a white skating 
costume, flashes on for three minutes 
of some of the snappiest tapping seen 
here in a long time. Her footwork 
is confined entirely to hammering 
out rhythm while executing spins. 

Six Christianis, last at the Inter- 
national Casino (N.Y.) nitery, follow 
with their acro pyramids and tee- 
terboard work. A standard act, but 
polished and okay. Williams and 
Charles, clowns, derive music out of 
spinning discs and other odd para- 
phernalia, but aside from the act’s 
interest for the kids, it has no place 
here. At five minutes, the clowning 
runs far too short. 

Walter Cassel (New Acts), radio 
baritone, follows—again without any 
production bridge on the part of the 
house line—and sings three numbers. 
Cassel needs more stage experience, 
and coaching in how to. sock a lyric 
across. 

Eddie Rio and Bros. have some 
pretty good comedy, some of it nutty 
and some of it caricature. They 
also have a comedy hoofing routine. 
Best bet of the lot is Rio’s imitation 
of a gal getting ready to take a bath. 
‘March of Time’ business—and par- 
ticularly the auto races bit—has been 
seen frequently before and could be 
blue-pencilled to advantage. 

Foster Girls close the show with a 
told-soldier number on stilts. It’s 
eye-filling and trickily lighted. 

Biz very mild at show caught, Fri- 
day eve (23). Edga. 


CASA MANANA, N. Y. 


Vincent Lopez Orch., 12 Aristo- 
crats, Benny Baker, Carol Bruce, 
Shaw & Lee, George Shelley, Yola 
Galli, Doc Rockwell, Madeline Mere- 
dith, Ina Haywood, Paul Haakon, 
Peggy Fears, Lupe Velez. 














A trim measure of comedy, plus a 
fairly equal balance of singing and 
strictly dance turns, makes the 9th 
edition of Billy Rose’s Streamlined 
Varieties stack up with the best. 
This is the show Rose readied when 
waiter union trouble prompted him 
to consider straight vaude house 
operation. Vaude-revue is topped 
off with spotting of reproduction of 
the World’s Fair perisphere-trylon 
theme symbols in only attempt for 
display in lineup. This is followed 
by an outright plug for Rose’s ex- 
position sideshow in 1939. 

Benny Baker m.c.’s the show 
expertly. His spotlighting of the 
finds of the month’ is more than a 
billing. Both George Shelley and 
Yola Galli are effective singers, the 
petite blonde scoring tremendously 
with her semi-operatics. 

Doc Rockwell, who was on Rose’s 
original bill when he took over the 
Casa last January, is back again with 
his anatomical lecture. He has added 
a gown-trimming routine that turns 
out to be a zany strip-teaser of 
laugh-provoking roportions. Ina 

oo and Madeline are worthy 

Lupe Velez scores solidly with 
imitations of Peggy Fears (who’s on 
this bill), Hepburn, Zorina, Shirley 
Temple, Del io, ‘Dopey’ and Gloria 
Swanson. The Hepburn _ takeoff, 
though broadly burlesqued, and 
those on Del Rio and Swanson are 
tops; Temple, the least significant. 
ampersonation of Miss Fears singing 
You Go to My Head’ comes right on 
the heels of that songstress’ specialty, 
but pred. Miss Velez returns for a 
‘S2nd street scene,’ clowning with 

ker, his long-haired stooge and 
Miss Fears. The roughhouse panto- 
mime probably will be smoother in 

e but, as is, plenty funny. 

Show, which runs 90 minutes on 
ae nose, is a trifle heavy on singers. 
a Bruce, comely brunet, starts it. 

er ‘Born to.Swing’ is best of three 
my S. George Shelley, the first ‘find 
of the month,’ lives up to this billing 
— two good songs. Yola Galli was 
also forced to do two encores, 
Binney Serenade,’ proving best. 
sistas operatic ‘notes are taken in 


Peggy Fears regisiers neatly with 
ace to My Head,’ and then with her 
ky ba 


Shubert, 


walk, sauntering off with book on 
her head to climax last description. 

Paul Haakon dominates the terps 
end of bill which includes the fancy 
stepping of the Aristocrats. 
offering is a Portuguese tipsy sailor 
dance, with castanets figuring in solo. 
Returns later for a Russian sailor 
number from the ballet, ‘Red Poppy.’ 
Both excellent choices for this spot. 

The Aristocrats, mixed dozen, who 
open with their standard unison, 
eccentrique dancing, return midway, 
formally garbed, for their acro- 
adagio tricks. They climax with 
tossing the six femmes in nifty style. 
Clicked big. 

Shaw and Lee, back on Broadway, | 
keep things rolling with new twists | 
to old gags and fancy word manipw- | 
lating. Their whacky stepping and} 
manhandling click per usual. 

Betty Hutton, torrid swing singer, | 
here for two previous shows, holds | 
over, vocalizing with Jay Freeman’s | 
band for the dance periods, and con- | 
tinuing to impress the floor groups. | 
Vincent Lopez batons the stage show | 
with his accustomed ease. He’s now 
more or less a fixture here, 
deservedly. 





and | 
Wear. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 24. 
Lola Lane, Buster West & Lucille 
Page, Bert Walton, Four Hollywood 
Co-eds, Three Reddingtons; ‘Heart of 
North’ (WB). 








First week in two months that 
this house hasn’t had a name band 
finds it with house orchestra on 
stage behind a satisfactory, medium 
budget vaudeville bill headed by 
Lola Lane, film player. Miss Lane is 
introed by Bert Walton, who emcees 
throughout the show, and then she is 
introduced again from the screen 
with a clip from ‘Four Daughters.’ 
She dresses neatly, but too ostenta- 
tiously, for her first entrance, and 
does about three minutes of talk 
followed by an acceptable rendition 
of the pop tune, ‘So Help Me.’ She 
then exits for a costume change 
while the screen is let down to show 
one of her scenes in ‘Hollywood Ho- 
tel.’ She quickly returns to finish 
playing out the scene. Does a brief 
encore bit handily with Bert Walton 
to round out a nice little turn. 

Walton opens the bill with a few 
minutes of talk to break the ice, and 


First | ia 


lad he 
)46Q DY 





then brings on the Reddingtons, a 
trampoline act containing enough 
laughs to make it a good starter- 
offer. Walton comes back with a 
few more gags, and then Buster 
West and Lucille Page follow. As- 
sisted by Chick Gagnon, West does 
a bit of comedy and then his wife 
does one of her ace acrobatic con- 
trol and tap numbers. West coun- 
ters with his eccentric dance rou- 
tines, and the two finish together on 
a rube dance number. : 

Walton does his usual act with 
the pale-faced singing stooge in the 
next spot, and then works right into 
Lola Lane’s spot in a natural and 
smooth manner. The bill is closed 
by the Four Hollywood Co-eds, girl 
tumblers who start off with chal- 
lenge tap dancing and finish with 
fast acrobatics. : 

Show ran 62 minutes Friday (23) 
at fourth performance, and crowd 
was light. Kiley. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 24. 


Gene Krupa Orch (14), Irene Day, 
Bob Williams, Edna Sedgwick, Ador- 
ables House Line; ‘While New York 
Sleeps (20th). 











Run of name bands continues here. 
Choice of Krupa for Christmas week 
is proving a wise selection. Skin 
beater is known here from earlier 
appearances with Benny Goodman 
and from a recent one-nighter at the 
Pla-Moor ballroom. 

Band and its leader take the spot- 
light good part of the 55 minutes, 
and entertainment offered is in the 
class of the first-string orchestras. 
With a musical aggregation of this 
type, frequent band numbers are not 
out of place, and extra length of the 
show is permissible. 

Supporting acts are above the gen- 
eral run, and well spaced to break 
the string of band numbers. Edna 
Sedgwick shows herself to be ac- 
complished at a rhythm tap routine, 
and works hard in an American bo- 
lero plus an encore. : 

Bob Williams has his dog, Red 
Dust, as a canine actor, using only 
enough of the standard tricks to 
show the mutt is trained, and featur- 
ing the big Chow’s complete relaxing 
which is good for string of laughs 
and also for a dramatic bit by the 
master. ; 

Vocals of the band are chirped by 
Irene Day who also works into a 
snappy number directing the band. 
Male warbling is by Leo Watson. 
Krupa adds a different twist by in- 
troducing all the members of his 
band, and by a jungle rhythm num- 
ber in which every member uses 4 
drum. Selections are chosen for un- 
usual tympanum opportunities while 
leader makes his own changes where 
necessary. Goes to town on several 
numbers, giving the jitterbugs just 
what they look for. 

For the holiday week extra atten- 
tion is given to production. Ador- 
ables line opens with a Christmas 





llad pantomiming of how) 


! 


Carroll and Ziegfeld girls! number. 


prologue including a clown routine, 


and later perform in a Toy Trumpet 
Quin. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Louis Armstrong Orch, Midge Will- 
ms, Sonny Wood, Rubberneck 
Holmes, Stump & Stumpy, Cotton 
Club Boys, John Garth Chorus, 
George Wiltshire, Dusty Fletcher, 
Sandy Burns, Vivian Harris, House 
Line (16); ‘The Night Hawk’ (Rep). 








After spending some time on the 
Coast this fall making the film, ‘Go- 
ing Places,’ for Warners, then pick- 
ing up his band for dates in the south 
and southwest, 
back in New York for theatre dates. 
Beside the current stand, he’s booked 


for the Strand, N. Y., in conjunction | 


with his picture, opening sometime 
next month, 
As is probably every other theatre 


with stage shows, house is in the 
Xmas motif this week with a chorus 
John Garth tossing in the 
carols in several spots. Tendencies 
toward improving production settings 
and lighting continue. 

Armstrong plays the entire show 
onstage, the early portion of the 90 
minutes spent behind a drop. Smart- 
ly lays off lipping his horn too much, 
giving out with just enough to make 
the customers want more, His crew 
is comprised of six brasses split three 
and three, four sax and four rhythm. 
This adds up to plenty hot riding., but 
also makes for headache fodder. 
That’s the fault of setting the mikes 
too high, however, and it’s apparent 
most in Sonny Wood’s turn. The 
above doesn’t mean that the crew it- 
self does bad work, but poor sound 
control with a powerful band can 
turn a good impression sour. 

Wood clicks handily with a trio 
of tunes exceptionally suited to his 
voice. Opener is ‘My Reverie’ with 
interpolations of ‘Still of the Night.’ 
Follows with ‘My Own’ split by 
‘You’re My Everything,’ and for an 
encore ‘You Go to My Head.’ Femme 
vocalist, Midgie Williams, is also in 
the groove with ‘They Say’ and a 
novelty, ‘Take It Easy, ‘Greasy,’ done 
with one of the band members. 

Stump and Stumpy work with the 
band here and are the show’s stop- 
pers. Mixed tunes, terps, etc., with 
informal nonsense and _ imitations, 
and have to double encore. Pair 
open with a duet of ‘Swing for Sale,’ 
then hop into neat rhythm tapping 
by one, split with semi-eccentric leg 
work by the other. Encore is imita- 
tions of Donald Duck and W. C. 
Fields by Stump and Ted Lewis by 
Stumpy. Turn pulls the old gag of 
applauding themselves and running 
out with applause signs. 

Rubberneck Holmes, a familiar fig- 
ure in colored units, also registers 
with the style of dancing from which 
he draws his cognomen. Opens with 
an n.s.g. tune, but convinces with fol- 
lowing terps, during which he bal- 
ances a chair on his chin while drop- 
ping into splits, etc. Taps are okay, 
t 


00. 

Cotton Club Boys work with the 
line almost throughout. Sextet tosses 
in swell tap work, as do the girls in 
several standard but well executed 
routines. Sandy Burns, Dusty Fletch- 
and George Wiltshire, with Vivian 
Harris, make up the comedy end, and 
don’t use anything outstanding until 
late, when a quick changing routine 
brings ’em all on for scenes rotating 
from subway to court to jail. 

Best tune contribution from Arm- 
strong and his crew is near the finale 
when the outfit gets going on ‘Jeep- 
ers Creepers.’ 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 25. 
Benny Davis, Stardust Revue, Ted 
Lester, The Colstons (2), Tell Sisters 
(3), Gil & Bernie Mason, Rexer 
Twins, John Elliott, Three Freshmen, 
Beatrice Howell; ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G). 


Nice holiday layout with Benny 
Davis back for an annual visit and 
fronting an okay spread of young 
talent. While not up to previous ag- 
gregations, current layout plays 


smoothly enough with Davis’ own 
contribution getting a bit dated. 
Needs a current hit or two for pres- 
ent-day audiences unfamiliar with 
a.k. song successes of his heyday. A 
new one, “There’s a Sunny Side to 
Everything,’ serves as his opening 
and zets a fair reaction. 

With house band on stage and 
various members of his outfit seated 
at tables, cafe style, Davis works 
throughout, introducing and build- 
ing up the specialties as they appear. 
Rexer Twins, youthful boy and girl 
hoofing duo, open matters with 
standard tap routine followed by the 
Teli Sisters, in okay three-way har- 
mony. With one of the girls seated 
at a miniature piano, trio gives out 
nicely with ‘Finiculi Finicula’ in 
swing followed by ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band.’ 

Ted Lester, next, has good novelty. 
In tails and topper and wearing a 
cape from which he produces a vari- 
ety of musical instruments, Lester 
plays quite legitimately on all of 
them. Good stunt is rendition of 
‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ on a har- 
monica via long tube. Makes for an 
interesting and solid interlude. Sets 
good spot for Beatrice Howell, who 











does some excellent impressions of 


Louis Armstrong’s | 


film personalities, somewhat in cari- 
cature, 

The Colstons, boy and girl ball- 
room duo, whack out a _ travesty 
waltz and tango, funny enough and 
punchy in okay acro portions by 
femme. John Elliott, vocalist, fol- 
lows. Nice appearing lad with fair 
pair of pipes, he does ‘I Love a Pa- 
rade,’ ‘Rosalie’ and ‘Night and Day.’ 
Would do well to forget about Nel- 
son Eddy, and be himself to much 
better returns than what he gar- 
nered on show caught. 

Gil and Bernie Mason follow, put- 
ting over a show stopper with smart 
routine of comedy with excellently 
| trained dogs. Pooches, one a bull 
| dog and the others tiny to an amus- 
ing degree, cooperate by not co- 
operating in spite of insistent orders 
| Of.master. Act contributes a de- 
cided novelty in canine entertain- 
ment and is a pushover for any type 
audience, Wouldn’t let them off 
; here, 

Three Freshmen, usual comedy 
| knockabout, precede Davis who 
| closes with w.k. mediey of ‘remem- 
ber’ and ‘then I wrote’ stuff; not for- 
| getting good old ‘Margie,’ the reason 
for it all. Good layout for this time 

of year and ideal contrast to ‘Christ- 
mas Carol’ film. 

Biz okay. 





Burm. 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Ritz Brothers (3), Pritchard & 
Lord, Bea Saxon, Shanghai Wing 
Troupe (8), Lou Schrader House 
Orch; ‘Swing, Sister, Swing’ (U). 





Ducking its usual policy of pro- 
viding a strong full-hour bill, no 
matter what marquee names happen 
to be the big draw, Earle this sesh 
has unfortunately cut too many 
corners, No doubt figuring, and 
rightly, that with a school holiday 
and the Ritz Brothers on the boards, 
the place would be mobbed no mat- 


ter what kind of support is given the 
zany trio, Warners have clipped 
the nut as much as possible. On 
the other hand, it’s kind of a rough 
Xmas gift to the mob of kids and 
other regulars who support the house 
week after week. 

Not only are the supporting acts 
slightly on the weak side—with one 
entirely inappropriate—but produc- 
tion is uninteresting. It’s old time 
vaude with an acrobatic act to start, 
a gal singer, a dance team of ancient 
vintage, and, finally, the Ritzes. 
Whole thing would be much im- 
proved by sticking to the usual unit 
idea, shifting the house band to the 
stage and tying everything together. 

Scarcely anything, however, could 
keep the three freres from grabbing 
off beaucoup guffaws. This is espe- 
cially true in a spot like the Earle, 
for it’s pretty certain that nearly 
everyone who lays his coin on the 
b. o. sill here is a fan. And no mat- 
ter what the daffy trio does, it’s 
funny. They start off proceedings by 
yanking the mike right out of its 
stand and on". themselves well 
mixed up in it. rom that they go 
into an adaptation of their well- 
known Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde bit, 
drinking of the terrible potion they 
concoct changing them to dwarfs. 
Idea on this is a little better than 
the execution, but it clicks niftily. 

From then on the house gets into 
things. Jimmy sings and Al gets 
into the pit to lead the band. When 
he gets hot, he rips off his coat, toss- 
ing it over his head into the audi- 
ence. Needless to say, when it 
finally gets back to him, it’s slightly 
beyond an ordinary overhaul job. 
He follows that by running out to 
the center of the house and pulling a 
kid from the audience, dancing in 
the aisle with her (Jimmy’s still try- 
ing to warble opera and Harry’s 
making faces at him). With the en- 
tire audience on its feet in an en- 
deavor to see, show is pretty well 
slowed up. Gets under way again 
with the lads terping to the ‘Tiger 
Rag’ before they’re off. 

Curtain-upper is Shanghai Wing 
Troupe, eight Japanese hand-ba)- 
ancers, plate-spinners and _ spool 
twirlers. Provide a couple of spec- 
tacular moments, but all in all rather 
so-so. Seem to lack sufficient va- 
riety and leave too many dull spots. 
Bea Saxon is a blonde warbler, long 
on looks. She has a swell torchy set 
of pipes, but would click more sol- 
idly in an intimate nitery, failing to 
sell with enough vigor to go over 
universally in a big vaude house. 
Gets under way too slow, also, with 
‘Melancholy Baby’ where she needs 
a fastie. 

Third act, Pritchard and Lord, is 
an outmoded affair that might have 
been big stuff two decades ago, but 
serves only to draw titters and cat- 
calls from the house. Terp duo, 
slightly or. the aged and heavy side, 
goes through a curious combination 
of tapping and Spanish —a — 

erb. 








DENNIS’ N. Y. BOW 

Clark Dennis, radio tenor, will 
make his first New York vaude ap- 
pearance with Paul Whiteman at 
Loew’s State tomorrow (Thursday). 

Singer has worked with couple of 
bands and has been on NBC out of 
Chicago, as well as other Chi sta- 
; tions, 





iman’s act open show. 


————oe 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Teddy King Orch, Midgie Fellows, 
Saul Grauman & Co., Sybil Bow- 
an, Nick Lucas, Bert ork and 
Beatrice Tracy, Phillips H. Lord’s 
‘Gang Buster’ Co., Leonard Rowan 
and Peggy Keating; ‘Shadows Over 
Shanghav (Rep). 








Nothing extra in current lineup 
though it has some name value. Runs 
little longer than usual, too (68 min- 
utes) because of unit type acts which 
require more time. 

Trio of femme terpers out of Grau- 
Don’t offer 
much technically, tapping being 
semi-faked. Lack is made up with 
plenty of cooching by one blonde and 
two brunets in flimsies. An un- 
usually fine girl acrobatic dancer and 
contortionist follows. She’s also of 
the Grauman act which is normally 
all done at one time. Twister works 
in bare feet and on an eight foot cir- 
cular platform. Does hand springs 
while holding leg, combines a hand- 
stand with a flip and winds up ina 
leg split. Best work is on saucer- 
like platform where her timing is 
perfect while doing elbow and chest 
stands worked ,into bends of every 
description. Topper has her weight 
on chest while posterior is lowered 
to-touch forehead. 

King’s band gets in its usual session 
as next offering. Really rouses 
house with his special arrangement 
of ‘Reverie.’ His vocalist, Midgie 
Fellows, further rocks with ‘Music in 
Nursery’ swingeroo, Kid has 
learned fast, and has the polish for- 
merly lacking. Her pipes have also 
added. 

York and Tracy in the third spot 
give out some pretty low dialog and 
slapstick with gal getting short end 
of slugfest. Rowan and Keating, 
winning jitterbug team from last 
week’s finals contest, follow regu- 
lars. Kids got a pro date at $100 for 
the week as reward, and do their bit 
to enliven show. Very snappy and 
clean looking duo who have a nifty 
shagging routine for non-pros, 

iss Bowan’s satirizations get 
her plenty of encores. Her stand- 
ard old picture’ actress, Mrs. 
¥. D. R., Gloria Swanson and diva 
takeoffs are solid. Uses some of the 
pitmen for her girl scouts parade 
while bowing off with Mrs. President 
stunt. 

Phillips H. Lord’s ‘Gang Busters’ 
program, as done on the radio, is 
woven in at just the right spot. All 
the tricks are crammed in a 16 min- 
ute session of door slamming, gun 
shocting, etc. Broke in out of town 
where it also went over pretty well. 
A second company is being formed 
to play South. Not strong enough to 
work alone, but a solid inclusion in 
any vaude bill. 

Nick Lucas, back again after about 
a year, is kept down. Usual requests 
dropped while troubador with guitar 
gives off with his’ own three selec- 
tions, one a new novelty. Also acts 
as judge for second jitterbug con- 
test. 

Grauman himself makes an ap- 
pearance for curtain with his 
‘Stairatone’ contraption. House band 
accompanies from pit as with Lucas 
and kids who preceded. Novelty of 
girls and man dancing up and down 
musical stairs (notes register at 
machine on top of stairs) makes for 
smart finale. Hurl. 


NEWMAN, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 24. 
Ben Blue & Co., Cass Daley, The 
Texas Rangers, Rutan’s Dogs, Rob- 
bins Bros. & Margie, Bob Oakley, 
Dave Shotmaker’s Orch; ‘Hard to 
Get’ (WB), 











House is returning to flesh as a 
special ne oe and has pinned 
its hopes on n Blue as the main 
attraction, 

Show is nearest thing to regula- 
tion variety bill seen in town in 
some months, and totals above aver- 
age. Hea on the comedy side, 
which also is in contrast to most pre- 
vious bills here. 

Opening taken by Robbins Broth- 
ers and rgie in a challenge and 
acrobatic dance routine. Girl does 
her bit solo, brothers in duo, while 
all show a well paced getaway. 

As a novelty bit, Rutan puts his 
quartet of pups through series of 
canine acrobatics, running the list of 
doggy accomplishments. 

enter spot is taken by Cass Daley 
who gives the customers some facial 
contortions mixed with raucous sing- 
ing and her own comedy antics. 

_Texas Rangers offer the only mu- 
sical spot on the bill. Outfit of four 
vocals and four instruments is drawn 
from local radio station, KMBC. 
Show their versatility with pop 
songs, novelties, xange numbers, and 
a closing sweet potato orchestra, 
Bunch is well spotted next to clos- 
ing. 

Blue ind his crew hold the stage 
for more than 20 minutes, all de- 
voted to his-particular type of silly, 
but pointed, fun. Best bit is take-off 
on taxi dance halls, in which he 
works with a blonde stooge and gar- 
ners plenty of laughs. Turn includes 
Blue’s solo comic Russian dance, and 
a minuet kidded by complete com- 


pany. 

Bob Oakley batons the orchestra 
and handles the m.c. assignment, in- 
cluding some kidding with Blue and 











a novelty song on his own. Quin. 
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Harry Ringland Irene Fortez Jane Cline 








































































































Cass Owen & T 
(25-29) 
Mazie & Roper 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
Lillian Carmen 
Bud Harris Co 
6 Greys 
Hank Ladd 
CHICAGO 
Palace (30) 
4 Ortons 
Eddie White 
Sylvia Borden Co 
Joan Davis 
Si Wills 
West & McGinty 
(One to fill) 
23 


4 Earls 

Belitt & Eng Bros 
Lester Cole Co 
Bill Robinson 
Holland & Hart 





(31st only) 
Bert Walton 
COLUMBUS 


Kemp Orc 
PROVIDENCE 
Albee (31) 
Blackstone 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctors (29-31) 
Johnny Woods 
Kay Hamilton 
J & J Boyle 
Howard & Shelton 
Coquettes 


Proctors 
Birnes Sis 
Trado 2 
Dick Foran 
Sybil Bowan 
Charlie Barnett Ore 
Judy Ellington 


Y 
(30-2) 














RKO BLDG, 


WARD and VAN 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 


MILWAUKEE 
NEW YEAR’S WEEK 
Via 


EDDIE SMITH 


RADIO CITY 























Warner 








NEW YOR. City 
Strand (30) 
Lyman Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (30) 
Lyda Sue 
Harris & Howell 
Paul Gordon 
16 Debs 
George Jessel 
Midgie Feilows 
(23) 
Gang Busters 
York & Tracey 
Saul Grauman Co 
Nick Lucas 
Sybil Bowan 
Midgie Fellows 
Rowan & Keating 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (30) 
Eleanor Whitney 
Lionel Stander 
Ken Murray Co 


Abe 


Eddie 





Michon Bros 
tene Austin Co 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Scats Powell 

; (23) 
Ritz Bros 
Shanghai Wing Tr 
Bee Saxon 





Pritchard & Lord 


PITTSBURGH 
Stauley (30) 
Bob Crosby Orc 
(25) 
Minnevitch 
Gene Austin Co 
Ken Murray Co 
4 Kim Loo Sis 
5 Elgins 
Scat Powell 
READING 
Aster (30-2) 
DeLange O 
Phillips & Kohl 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 


Co 


Freddy Dosh 
Harry Savoy Co 
Holland & Hart 
Frank Hornaday 
Gae Foster Gls 
Lowe, Hite & 8 


(23) 
Jack Gray Co 
Loyal Co 


Lyda Sue 
Michon Bros 
Gae Foster Gis 


WILMINGTON 
Queen (3-5) 


Roger Pryor Ore 


(27-28) 


Will Osborre Ore 
YORK 


Strand (30-31) 


Shanghai Wing Tr 


| Nena 








Carter & Bowte 
Nellie Paley 
Terrace Boys 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Illis Dion 
Eteanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen Dell 
Roberta Kent 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Jim Miller 3 
Sally LaGrande 
Rudy Madison 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
Arthur Behan 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 
Stephen Lles 





Casa Cubana 


| Oscar Calvet Ore 
Elio Ozacar Ore 
Duanos 
Gloria 
Galvan 
Lita Lines 

Cesar & Dolores 


Belmonte 


Ramiro Gomez 
Casa Manana 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Jay Freeman Ore 
Lupe Velez 
Doe Rockwell 
Peggy Fears 
Paul Haakon 
Shaw & Lee 
Elder Blooms 
Benny Baker 
; Carol Bruce 
| 12 Aristocrats 
Yola Galli 
| Kay Parsons 
| Chez birehouse 
| Al Evans Ore 
| John Hoysradt 
| Tony Kuaber 
| Clifton & Miley 
| Marla Forbes 
Club 18 
Jack White 
Jerry Blanchar: 
| Doc Lee 
| Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
| Willie Grogan 
| Leila Gaynes 
| Beale St Boys 
1G Andrews Orc 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Eduardo Sandoval! 
La Carmelita 
| Nedra Madera 
| Marita Ellis 
Nina Orla 
| Club Yumari 
|Don Mario Ore 
| Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Montes 
Ricardo Sandrane! 
Audrey Ely 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Nicholas Bros 


| Sammy Kaye 
| Hotel Edison 


| Les Brown Orc 
| Miriam Shaw 


Fritzi Scheff 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


Maclovia Ruiz 
Los Calaveras 
Dorita & Valero 
Senorita Paloma 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst ore 


Sheila Barrett 

Minor & Root 

Greenwich Village 

Casino 

Ray O’Hara Orc 

Larry MacMahon 

Valerie Dumont 

Lola Rooke 

Gloria Manet 

Bea & Ray Goman 
Havana-Madrid 

Nano Rodrigo Ore 

Sonny James Orc 

Hilda Cueva 

Mextico 3 

Carlos & Carito 

Rosita Ortega 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsata Ore 


Lee Shelley Ore 
Seger Eilis Orc 
Rimacs 

Rob Russell 
Pepper January 

H & Honey Abbott 
Baby Alyce 
Collegiate 6 

Hotel Ambassador 


Dick Gasparre Ore 


Eleanor French 
Chaney & Fox 


H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


Joe Venuti Orc 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Paul Rosini 


Hotel Biltmore 


Horace Heidt Orc 
Larry Cotton 
Bob McCoy 

Art Carney 

Red Ferrington 
Agnes & George 
| Bernie Mattinson 





| Emily Stephenson 
re Farney 


Hotel Commodore 
Orc 


Johnny Johnson 


El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Paquita Dominguez 


Johnny Johnson Or 


Eddie 


H’wood Restaurant 





| Harrys 


| Shirley 


Vincent Bragale Orc | 


| T.uis 


| Robin 


| Paris 


' Rudy 


Grace & Nikko 

Harold & Lola 

Emma & Henry 
Tito Valdez 


Ivan Frank 
Ruth Elroth 
Sonny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 

Jimmy Kelly’s 


Joe Capello Ore 
Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
Montmartre Boys 
John nockwood 
Vaushn Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 
Hawkins 
Tanya 

Cooper 


Carter & Schaub 
Lee Leslie 

Gloria Marsh 
Peggy de la Plante 


Lynn & Deering 
Marzaret Grey 


La Marquise 
Kdith Roark 
Harold Leonard 


3 Californians 
Larue 
Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 

Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 


Ed Rickard 
Castaine & Barrle 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Ore 
Swing Rendezvous 
Bob Warren Ore 
Jack Laurie 
Vivian Vaughn 
Ronnie King 
Naomi Simone 
Jerry Roberts 
Marjie Radcay 


Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Sophie Tucker 
D'Avalos Dancers 
Village Barn 
Larry Funk Ore 
Charles Carer 
Zeb Carver Co 
Vera Vern 
Loper & Barrett 
Wivel 
Charley Bowman Or 
Bob I«e 
Peggy LeBuron 
Al Small 
Ted Lester 
Eleanor Ethridge 
Shirley Gay 
Alice St John 
Bernice Stevens 
Ebbe Gyldenkrone 


Yacht Club 


Fats Waller Orc 
Fred Yankee Orc 


LOS ANGELES 


Ball 
Lawrence 
Fletcher 
Beverly Wilshire 
Bray 
Ho 


Charlie 


griuz 


Sis 

ard Garrard 
Owens Ore 

Biltmore 

Rust 

Jerry Stewart 

Ronald & Roberta 

6 Danwills 

tud & His Buddies 

Fritz & J Hubert 

Hal Derwin 

Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe Caliente 

tanuelos 

Julio Cervantes 

Suana 

Leo 

luz Dasquez 

Eddie Aguliar Ore 
Cafe La Maze 

Fairbanks 

Rhodes 

Avenue Boys 
Corennut Grove 

Seab Waring 

Caryl Gould 

Vie Hyde 

Mirth & Mack 

Vallee Ore 

it Cafe 

Joe Mushay 

Bob Searles 


Bill Roberts Ore 


derry’s Mandalay 
Tommy Howard 
yeorge Junior 
Frankie Gallagher 
La Conga 
LaConga Rumba Bd 
Featherstone Ore 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 
Omar's Dome 
Charles Earl 
Eddy 
Geo Redmond Orc 
Palomar 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Bert Lynn 


Jack & T LeClaire 
Tayntons 

Paris tnn 
Rudy & La Tosca 
Orchid Eloise 
Yvonne 


Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Ore 
P Selznick’s Clab 
Freddy Castle 





Dick Haynes 
Frankie Cook 








Robinson 2 

Paul Regan 
Everette West 
Bob Hanon 

Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 


Club Al 
Larry Ross 
Sylvia Tucker 
Sharon McMann 
Dolores Lee 
Amelia 
Leo Franz Ore ~- 


Club Alabam 


Jacqueline Allen 
Tom Murray 
Red Barger 
Country Hunt 
Jack Irving 
Mildred Jordan 
Allen Cole 

Effie Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave nells Ore 
Chalk 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Spanish 


Fowler & Walsh 
Eddie Mark 
Pinky Tracy 
Bob Davis Orc 
Loretta DeBoer 


Colony Club 
Maxine Sullivan 


Jose Manzanares Or 


Keith Beecher Ore 
Colosimos 


Inga Borg 
Tullah & Miy 
Yvette Rugel 
Gerhart 3 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Lane, Allen & E 
Bobby Danders 
Lyle Foster 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gls 
Hollywood 6 
Henri 
Club Delisa 
Rhythm Willie 
Lilyan Christian 
Connie Morrow 
Homa Lee 
Chips Hill 
Wesley Long 
Abbott Sayre 
Sam Theard 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 


Drake Hotel 


(Geld Coast Room) 


Wayne King Orc 
Dutch’'s 
Raiph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 
Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Jay Mills Orc 
Victoria & Lorenz 


obinson Orc 


Gendron Ore 


Dorothy Johnson 
Rankin Gls 


Hickory lan 
Dictators Ore 
Fred Casey 
Terry O'Toole 

Hi Hat 


Nat Cherney 
Joe E. Lewis 
Jean Mona 
Lee Bartel 
Andre & Michel 
Kretlow Gls 
Sid Lang Orc 
Hippodrome 
Paulette LaPierre 
Bobby Dunart 
Janet & Loretta 
Billie Banks 
Jerry Girard 
Grover Wilkins 
Ted Pearlman Gls 
Joe Hahn Orc 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Ear! Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Reom) 
Kings Jesters 
Mary Milan 
Liberty Inn 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Pam Adair 
Jimmy O'Neill 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Barney Richards Or 

McGraws 
George DeCosta 
Jack Tilson 
Chick Williams 
Jane Imes 
Dooley 
Marion Miller 
Phil Chinard 
Chuck Andrews 


MecLaughilins 


Charlene 

Paty Ruth 
Tonita 

Marita Ryan 
Mickey Dunn 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Ore 


Melody Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 


Miami Club 
| Belva White 
Earl Rickard 
| Spencer & Foleton 
; Alice Tannen 
Bob-O-Lyn Gls 
| Johnny Parkers Or 


Millstone 


Ann Millstone 
Ann Howard 








Spinning Tops 
Tony Marks 
Estelle Creasy 
Bill Baird 
Sunny Mack 
Louis Tops 
Jimmy Blade 
Jerry Glidden 
Kay Nichols 
Silver Cloud 
DiCarlo & DuBois 
4 Sophisticates 
Grover Wilkins 
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Basi! Fomeen Ore Moke & luke | Gale Lawrence Casino Gis Freddie Janis Ore | = ry 
Week of December 26 <tepec te pete Collins & Beasley | Ruth Riley Tonya Pow Wow } Susi-Q 
: Pierce & Roland Avon Long | Connie Rogers Dick Hardin | aes | Dick Buckley 
INTERNATIONAL Trocadero Rest. | J Maskelyne Co Metel Regi Wallace Bros | Harry Hoyer Ore | Buddy Kirbie ae “ey = ae | Deone Page 
Billy Bennett | Heldi Andersen vtet ot. egies =| Lillian Fitzgerald Eleanor Johnson | Rocke Ellsworth | oan ron a | Nita LaTour 
CASINO, NEW YORK Eddie Peabody | “ ! ; ens : (Iridium Room) Conway & Parks | oekes O'Neil | Bob Tinsley Ore j Howards | | Verne Wilson Ore 
Ernest Shannon Adam and ‘Troc’ O1 Charles Baum Ore | Connie Jackson | Gladys Zimmerman | eteitendh 
NOW : on igs B80 - » ance } Blue Goose Gay 90s | 4 Vagabonds | Swinglan 
Sam Jarvis Banjo Bernie 
+: . - » 5 Neen EN ‘Steve S a Ire | . 
~ ‘J Guy Owen Lee Simmons | Frances Romas Joan Rogers i; Steve Stutland C | Alma Smith 
DENETT and DAE a - Simpson Sis Pepper Pot ; Alice Hanson | Joan — | Rose Bowl | Leonard ey ‘ 
° rorothy wis y Li » Marion Peters | : Car'line ichards’a 
Via Provincial (Malsonette " Russe) Joe DAndrea Orc | Saeloay King Vee Ames Gls | Willie Shore Eunice & Ozzie 
MARK J. LEDDY Mathey Ore Bill ah ully | Loretta Ryan | Geo Anderson Ore Martha Tait James Phillips 
: Yvonne Bouvier > ag tee e el R | Buck Hunt | o~ King Maxine Clayton Charles & Eloise 
| Soris Belas y OF MAS VTC & Miss Colleen Shelbys Del Bright Orc 4 
or a Iris Raye : oneeg $j 4 v |B Danders Jr Ore | Ruth Brent " ¥ , ‘ 2 
Week of December 26 | Serge Abagoff Sashern Late Harry Singer Ure anders Sol Wagner Ore Thompson’s 16 Club - 
| Gedda Petry - brads ppnripny | Grand Terrace so 5 tes | maw ay 
ABERDEEN | Velvey Attwood Michael Greben Queen Mary Brevoort Hotel ec: - Yvonne Monoft | Ray Reynolds 7 
‘ : oss } . : po ape (Crystal Reom) | Sonny & Sonny Pol-Mar Gls | Mollie Mannor 
| Tivoli Bettina Richmond Hotel Taft Joe Ellis Ore : | Dusty Fletcher < | Joy Kalese 
| Bower & Rutherf'rd | 12 Alhambra Gls " p , Gwen Williams Florence Schubert | Howell & Coles Royale Frolics hatwehe 
Dine aty: iethn when DUNDEE Enoch Light Ore ae Tl aie Charles Baldwin | Howell ' np bt owens 
| ‘oster > Clarke I cK Peggy Mann ege) are Grave Matret | Sallie Gooding Dolly Kay Betty Bennett i 
| Pearce & Grunden ; Palace | George Hines Leda Lombard A B. nerd Dottie Saunders Sia Tomack Joe Conrad Ore ; 
| Walter Scott Bransby Williams | Light Brigade Katherine Tate Norma Sue Streamline Sue Reis Bros Three Deuces i 
NEW YORK CITY CINCINNATI | Stevens & Marks Nick & Maria } Hotel Waldert- Corlies & Palmer Broadmont Connie Harris Reed & Mele jade Secaere 
Musie Hall (30) Shubert (30) cle Astoria Rainbow Grill Herb Rudolph Ore | Leonard Reed Gis Birdie Dean Zaby Dodds i 
Les Juvelys Ross Pierre & 3 (Empire Room) McFarlands Orc Kay Marci path senee Ore = Xe Hilliard Myra Taylor | 
whitey (cr ~ 7 Mah ae | . r bott Nadja Graemere Hotel Jack a Freddie Reed 
Whitey Co 3 DeVore Sis } ~ Benny Goodman Or | Judy Ab Aree Nonie Morrison . Frolics Ens 
— a Val Sets | aret (Sert Room) ee Se taslowe estee sate or a ints Mark Fisher Ore a argc 
s S ? » ros q » | ” ‘ole : pA al z : t < Ww nn “4 
Semen Seer Maat Mio ye ot as eee Joe Vera Ore a S Ccl me ‘Duwa - 
" ’ ete | 4 e Mi Cc “ JO é u n i 
Corps de Ballet Schnickelfritz Ore ry | Paul Draper Shdic Leberon Ore rece Ton Bob Edwards (College a peat Po noo ’ i 
> ty 9° JS > . . 7 " . 
Erno ae Ha! TF NEW YORK CITY Hungaria Paula Kelly Adorables oe ware Cab’ret sn | ae \ - Mary Grant 
ALBA? a : j . . vigey . arry’s N Jab’re “¢ AF a Vonne 
1 29-1 CLEVELAND | Armando's Berry Bros Gene Kardos Ore | Ruth to Caenven a ae 12 Aristocrats Hal Barber 
Palace (29-1) Palace (30) | , Clark W C Handy Bela Villanyi Ore arris & Shor ( Jorman Dorothy Wahi Eddie Platt Tower G 
Buddy Clarke Ore . Harris & Shore Eddie ¢ Maw as : rower Gls 
Ozzie Nelson Ore Ted Lewis Ore | Sigrid Lassen Dandridge Sis Byrnes & Swanson Rocke Romano riny Pearson Billy Galbraith George Arnold 
Harriet Hilliard (23) mace Sister Tharpe Sharon Harvey Road to Mandalay Toddy O'Grady Kay LaSalle Louis Dunn Frank Davis Ore 
Don Cummings 7 Amer Gauchos Bandbox Mae Johnson Leon Kramer Joe Rines Ore ¥ - V ibra Mabel McCane 
Don Morgan ad 
a rai ‘ ; Dr Le Vill F rr - BE Little Audrey y Trocadero 
Pansy the Horse Lorraine & Rognan | Charlies Barber Ore Timmie & Freddy r Lejos Villany Adelaide Moffett Dot & Jerry . ~- ; Prof Cyclo : no ‘ 
Betty Lou Z 3 Randall Sis Gan Martel ‘ets June Richmond Mary Wendling Raye & Naldi Edna Leonard Dude Kimball Lorraine Barrie tloria Romano 
BOSTON Eddie Garr R ea ty Jigsaw Jackson International Casino hae Moe Carl Scholtz Ore Diane Raye Carl Marx Adelle St Clair 
Keith (30-2) Ann Miller Getty Lewis Vodery Choir | Eddy Brandt O Forest Hills) P Chas Engels Ore Prince Omar Terry Circle 
Monroe & Grant Schnickelfritz Ore Una Wyte ; cae ra re } Ure (Fores — Chez Paree Art Buckley Don & A LeMaltre | Roy Rankin Cre 
Elaine Arden 105th Street yte Diamond Horseshoe | Chas wheat Graham Prince Ore Milton Berle Al W agner Deme Villa Moderne 
Pritchard @ Lora | Bert Walton” Barney Gallant’s | Noble Sissle Orc Maxellos (5) rong oe tg pi nae ger fo Loo Menken Shirley Lucke aay ‘veues sre 
ritchard & Lo er alton be — oe 9) y cKim +j ct AS 4 § rle 4 4 
heey Collins 4 Allen Angela Velez Don McGrane Ore Franklia D’Amere ay } Lucienne & Ashour Winona Gardens 


Stan Carter 
Gigi Rene 
Doiores Lee 
Diane Lane 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Ore 
Zig Zag 
Sunny Bouche 
Laura Marman 
Sunny Mack 
Larry Lux Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 

Bill Honey Ore 

Arcadia int’) 
Clem Williams Ore 
Mario Villani 
Knight Sis 
Dorothy Blaine 
McDonald - Ross 
James Craig 
3 Escardos 
Joe Pietro 3 
K-Mar 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining B’m) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
Cliff Hall 

Murray Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 
Benny the Bum’s 
2 Mystics 
Ethelind Terry 
David Sorin 

Litka Kadenova 
Beth Calvert 
Irving Ore 

Deloyd McKay 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 


Henrique 

Dean Edwards 
Mimi Stewart 

Ada Reynolds 
Jeanne Van 
Henrique & Adr’nne 
Dick Thomas 

Chas Arthur 
Darlene Jones 
Marcella Marchand 
Dolores Lakro 
Lillian Stewart 
Mary Clark 

Lee Vaughn 

H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 


Club 15 
Johnny Young's 
Peggy Shields 
Beverly Fisher 
Fredey & Lorenza 
Jerry Mayce 
Amy Organ 
Eddie Thomas 

Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin : 
Jean Niles 
Lorraine Wiley 
La Vonne 
Joan & P Wicks 


Or 





Abby Cubler 
Joe Familant Orc 


Club Parakeet 


Rae Dell 

Emma Stouch 
Marna Leonard 
Jane Patterson 
Betty Fernon 

Al Wilson 

Bill Thornton Ore 


El Chice 


Tommy Monroe 
Leila Rose 
Elaine Martin 
Angelito 

El Chico Ore 
Lewis Sis 
Mellita Moore 


Douglas Show Boat 
Charlie Gains Ore 
Emory Evans 
Line (8) 
Sylvie St Clair 
Mitzi O'Neill 
John Paris 
Lynda Marsh 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 
Evergreen 
Beth Challis 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
1523 Club 
Swing King Ore 
Bubbles Shelby 
Dixon Sis 
Florence Holman 
Frankie Palumbo’s 
Rogers & Morris 
Croft Sis 
Selma Hollman 
Pastine & Marlyn 
Barclays 
Frank Hall 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Oro 
Harris Tavern 


Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 


Hildebrand’s 


Leonard Cook 
Charlie Neid 
Dee Dorea 

Amee Joyce 
Kaitis & Ranesee 
Paul & Phyliss 
Line (6) 

Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 


(Continued on page 45) 
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N.Y. Federal Theatre Workers Push 
New Drive Against Dismissal of 1,000 





Federal Theatre ai an in New / 
York are pushing a new drive to} 
force the Government to rescind its 
order calling for the cut of 1,000 in 
the personnel of the N. Y. project. 
Most recent order came as a shock 
to the Federation of Arts Projects, 
composed of all fine arts projects on 
WPA, which had been assured by 
Aubrey Williams, assistant national 
administrator, that the recent order 
to reduce the payroll had been re- 
scinded. 

Since his reassurances Williams 
has been slated for another berth, 
while Harry L. Hopkins vacated his 
national WPA administrator post to 
become Secretary of Commerce. An 
army man, Col. Francis C. Harring- 
ton has been appointed as Hopkins 
successor. 

There have been so many contradic- 
tory regulations concerning the cut 
that WPA worker committees pro- 
testing the slashes are puzzled. How- 
ever, according to orders reported to 
have been received in N. Y., where 
the arts projects are slated to be re- 
duced from 8,495 to 6,996, the largest 
reduction will be made to the theatre 
project, those fired being slated to be 
dropped by Jan. 16. The slash of 
1,000 from. the payroll constitutes a 
cut of slightly more than 25% of the 
total FTP personnel. Other arts 
projects cuts: musicians, 200; writers, 
100; artists, 100, and _ historical 
records survey, 40. Estimated that 
250 will be dropped from the FTP 
in Illinois. 

Stated that the arts federation 
would even use the radio as a means 
of appeal. A mass meeting at City 
Hall is scheduled for Jan. 6 although 
the city and state are not involved 
in N. Y.’s FTP, which is under direct 
control of Washington, whereas other 
relief projects are partially super- 
vised by the states. 

Stated at the capital that the 





money allocated to WPA will have 
been expended by Feb. 7. Labor | 
leaders seek a $1,000,000,000 defi- 
ciency appropriation to carry WPA 
on until the end of June. In con-| 
gressional circles it’s been declared 
that relief will not cease and that an 
emergency appropriation will be at 
the top of the legislative list when 
Congress convenes next week. 

A battle within the N. Y. theatre 
project is expected. Those of un- | 
questioned professional standing in- 
tend to insist that those whose 
theatrical activities prior to getting 
on WPA were never clearly estab- 
lished should constitute the bulk, if 
not all, the dismissals. 

In some quarters it’s said that the 
heavy slicing of the theatre project 
is attributed to activities of alleged 
radicals in the various departments. | 
Lists of those to be dropped will be | 
watched carefully for any possible 
‘discrimination’ against ‘radicals.’ 


ED WYNN SETTLES = 
FOR $174,166 TAX 


Washington, Dec. 27. | 
Tax tiff between the Treasury De-| 
partment and Ed Wynn, one of the’ 
incidents used two years ago as hor- | 
tible example of weaknesses in the | 
ao laws, was settled Thursday | 
Truce negotiated by lawyers re- | 
quires the stage and air comedian | 
to fork over $174,166 in additional | 
income taxes, with the government 
dropping a $145,977 claim against 
Airwynn, Inc., his personal holding 
company. 


Negro ‘Mikado’ in Swing © 
Set by de Liagre for N. Y. 


When Alfred de Liagre, Jr., brings 
n the swing version of ‘The Mikado,’ 
it will probably be housed at the 
46th St. and not under WPA aus- 
pices. This is the Negro WPA 
show currently in Chicago on which 
Nat Karson did s*me_ brush-up 
Scenic production. 
vise the New York version for de 
Liagre. 

Rehearsals start- in about two 
weeks but principals have not yet 
been cast, 














He will super- ' 


Shean Into B’way Play 
After Metro Washup 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Al Shean goes into ‘Without Jury,’ 
Broadway legiter, soon as he finishes 
in Metro’s ‘Broadway Serenade.’ 
Actor’s last Manhattan job was in 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle.’ 


Leslie Still Up 
Against Dollar 
Dearth on Show 


Financial troubles that cropped up 
during the recent abbreviated tryout 
of Lew Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds’ in Bos- 
ton continue to badger the colored 
revue, causing its Broadway open- 
ing to be postponed from last week 
to Thursday (29) at the 44th St. 
theatre. Equity halted rehearsals 
Friday (23) when a couple of checks 
bounced after being tendered to 
guarantee salaries. There have been 
other reports of jittery checks and 
no coin with which to operate. 

It was announced that lost scenery 
caused the debut to be postponed 
but it’s also been reported there was 
no coin put on the line for the haul- 
ing. Up to Monday (26) the stage of 
the 44th Street still awaited the set- 


(Continued on page 43) 














156 FOR 4 SHOWS 
IN I-NITER TOUR 


—_———— 


Between 20-40 Weeks Seen 
Possible for 321 Stands 
Outside Key Cities Which 
Would Support Legit— 
Linked to Same Pro- 
cedure Used in Concerts 





LOCALS WOULD SPONSOR 





Using the same procedure as ap- 
plied to concerts, the road will be 


‘sold’ next season in many com- 
munities but Broadway managers 
will not be _ direct participants. 


Proposition is along lines rather 
vaguely suggested by the American 
Theatre Council, which may be 
ultimately tied in with the plan, 
along with the League of New York 
Theatres, though probably not for 
the 1939-40 period. It appears that 
ATC’s idea has been adopted by out- 
of-towners who are more familiar 
with the possibilities in the sticks. 


Stated there are 321 stands out- 
side key cities which would support 
legit shows to a limited degree and 
that between 20 and 40 weeks of 
one-nighters are possible. Not more 
than four stage shows per season 
are feasible, it’s figured. 

Specialists in the concert field 
estimate that not more than 1% of 
the average town’s population at- 
tends concerts or recitals but that 
there’s a potential 40% to which 
legit shows would appeal, a large 
portion of which has never seen a 
legit show. Because of that it’s fully 
expected to obtain guarantees simi- 


(Continued on page 42) 

















Ticket Code Violations by Manager 


League Members 





Miller to Produce Play 


By Hecht-MacArthor' 





Giiberi Miller, who arrived in New 
York from Europe last week 





will produce the Ben Hecht-Charles 


MacArthur play, ‘Ladies and Gentle- 
men,’ on Broadway. 

He then returns to England in 
March to produce two French plays, 
‘Six Floors’ and ‘Valet Maitre.’ Both 
may be brought to N.Y. if success- 
ful abroad. 





Unemployment 
Tax Hits Mgrs. 


Of Road Shows’ 





Latest headache for managers of! 
touring shows is the unemployment | 
tax, with which some showmen hav ve | 
While the amounts 


not complied. 
payable are not large, they consti- 


tute an additional operation cost and 
in some instances are bothersome. | 
This tax is in addition to the Gov- 
ernment’s social security require- 


ment. 


to Bring Showdown 


A showdown on indicated evasion 
|of the ticket code rules is expected 
|to be demanded at the next meeting 
of the League of New York Theatres. 
| Alleged failure to retain 25% of ca- 
| pacity for direct boxoffice sales, and 
| the irregular ‘buy’ of hit tickets for 











| are principal complaints. 

Though the League ordered that al] 
refunds be made to agencies which 
bought tickets for the performance, 
only some theatre managements 
have complied. Letters sent by the 
League to those who did not de- 
mand explanations, 


Understood that some _ theatres 
took the position that there are no 
specific regulations as to what lo- 
cations are to be sold directly by the 
boxoffice. Other managers are said 
to have taken the stand that the first 
10 or 12 rows should be exclusively 
allotted to the agencies. Latter point 
is disputed by the League, which 
states that the public’s share should 
include all sections of the house. 
Latter then says that choice tickets 
sith then reach the hands of gyps, 





with excessive prices resulting. 
| League states that may be true but 
emphasizes that there should be 


tickets for all locations available to 
patrons who do not care to pur- 
| chase from brokers. 


Agency people will watch the holi- 
day reaction on Monday (2) night 
|attendance, which is expected to 
| produce a natural letdown. Brok- 
ers point out that if buys would 


Some states have no unemploy-| Brokers point out that if buys would 


ment tax laws. 


outfits playing those states are liable 
It was explained re- | 
cently that a percentage of the pay- 


just the same. 


(Continued on page 43) 
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However, road show | be extant tickets for that perfor- 


| sold, losses would be shared among 


i\the brokers. Their argument is that 
| such unsold tickets would be spread 
among two dozen or more agencies, 
with comparative losses held down, 
| whereas under the present system, 
| the drop falls entirely on the thea- 
tres. 


| Some managers who have adhered 
| to the code rules are calling for ac- 
| tion, especially about the New Year's 
| Eve tickets which should have been 
regularly allotted. Little chance that 
the hits will, be affected on that per- 
formance, since disposal of most of 
their tickets has already been made. 


Action taken by the League against 
any of its violating members is also 
being watched with interest. Some 
showmen are speculating on the ad- 
visability of fining manager-mem- 
bers who are at fault. Equity, a sort 
of silent partner in the code opera- 
tion, is reported burning at the re- 
ported evasions. It is up to the 
League, original sponsor of the code, 
however, to see that the code is en- 
, forced. 
| Equity could cancel the basic 
| agreement with the managers on the 
grounds that the code is not working 
effectively enough. It is doubtful, 
| then, if that would excite the man- 
| agers, since all changes sought by 
| the association were effected before 
| the agreement was slated. 


2 GRANTED PLEAS IN 
TICKET CONVICTIONS 


| Phil Guyran and Sol Bloom, of the 
,Leo Newman ticket agency, who 
, were sentenced to serve alternate 
Federal terms for admissions tax 
irregularities, won a respite Friday 
| (23) in New York Circuit Court of 
Appeals when Judges Sawn, Manton 
and Hand ruled in their favor. 
They had been sentenced to four 
, months each, one to follow the other 
| upon termination of ‘his incarcera- 
, tion. Sentences had formerly been 
| reported to be for six months, but 
that was in error. 
| Government petitioned the court 
| not to decline the application to re- 
| instate the appeal,.which originally 
|had* not been filed within the 30- 
| time limit. Petition was. denied 
| and attorneys Fowler and Fay. for 














the defendants were ordered to file~ 


briefs by Tuesday (2). Ticket men 
had been represented by other legal 
, advisers when the appeal period was 
‘permitted to lapse. 


| 
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Equity May OK Experimental Theatre 


Only If Under Sole Control of Players 





bg 


Most of last week’s Equity coun- 
cil session was devoted to considera- 
tion of a committee report on the 
experimental theatre idea. Some 
want the movement to be okayed on 
the grounds that it may open up the 
way for more actor employment, but 
others, aware of the past history of 
such ventures, are distinctly skepti- 
cal of results. 

It’s claimed by the latter that| 
nearly all forms of cooperative play- 
ing, Which the experimental theatre 
involves, have invariably flopped, 
mostly so far as the actors are con- 
cerned. Pointed out that other stage 
unions, all of which pivot around 
the actors association, have stead- 
fastly refused to consider coopera- 
tive shows. Stagehands, scenic peo- 
ple and musicians are paid, while 
the players receive nothing, it’s been 
brought out. 

One proposal made to Equity re- 
cently calls for complete ownership 
and operation by players and it’s 
likely that ventures of this kind will 
be okayed. Special rules whereby 
commercial managers would in no 
way participate will be worked out. 
Especially to be guarded against will 
be managerial schemes whereby 
plays might be tried on the cuff. 

Some in the council favor conces- 
sions. They are said to be urged by 
jobless players who want to use 
every angle that might lead to en- 
gagements. Principal argument of 
these players is that if they are seen 
in action by showmen or talent 
scouts, the opportunity for jobs may 
come. 

Close observers believe there 
aren’t enough regular engagements 
for more than one-third of Equity’s 
membership, and unless the winter 
season spurts that percentage wil! 
not be materially changed. There’s 
a bigger portion of the chorus mem- 
bers working because of the increase 
in musicals this season, After much 
pro and con discussion it was de- 
cided that the committee’s report be 
transcribed and turned over to the 
executive committee for further con- 
sideration. 

Pressure on Equity by members 
not engaged had been somewhat 
lightened by the Federal Theatre 
Project for the past two years or so, 
but much attention is currently be- 
ing given to the relief outfit, which 
threatens again to saddle the officers 
with problems due to the ordered re- 
duction of the WPA complement. 





KIDNAPPING 


HORROR MOTIF 
OF SYMPH 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Musical composition based on the 
kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby, 
tagged ‘Lament for the Stolen,’ will 
be given its world preem at the 
Philly Orch concerts of Dec. 30 and 
31. Cleffing, designed for a women’s 
chorus and the orch, is by Harl Mc- 
Donald, w.k. composer and member 
of the music faculty of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. It accompanies 
a poem by Katherine Garrison Chap- 
in, who, in private life, is Mrs. 
Francis Biddle, lawyer now serving as 
chief counsel in the Congressional in- 





U. S. Holds “2-A-Day’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


Uncle Sam is still in sole posses- 
sion of “Two-a-Day,’ the Federal 
Theatre Project’s cavalcade 
vaudeville, now showing at 
Hollywood Playhouse. 

That was the gist of a wire from 
Washington to James R. Ullman, 





the 


been bought for production in New 


VT. 
ivi. 


AGMA MAKES 17 
DEMANDS ON 
CONCERTS 


Points at issue between the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists and 
the two major concert managements 
(Columbia Concerts Corp. and NBC 
Artists Service) are contained in the 
following 17 demands by the union. 

1. Licensing of all concert man- 








agements; all managements must 
agree to represent only Guild 
members. 


2. Submission of all disputes to a 
permanent board of arbitration. 

3. Standard contracts, with a 
clause permitting cancellation if not 
enough engagements are obtained. 

4. Clause permitting cancellation 
of radio representation if not more 
than 10 engagements are obtained 
during the year. 

5. Managements to observe Screen 
Actors Guild rules in all film rep- 
resentation. 

6. All copies in triplicate, with one 
copy to be registered with AGMA. 

7. Commissions to be figured on 
the net fee (gross, minus fee for ac- 
companist and transportation costs, 
etc.). 

8. Commissions to be limited to 
15% for concert, 10% for radio, 
opera or films; other commission 
terms to be set later for foreign en- 
gagements. 

9. All artist contracts with cor- 
porations must state what member of 
the corporation is handling the ar- 
tist and if such member leave the 
corporation the artist may cancel the 
contract; no contracts may be as- 
signed without permission of the ar- 
tist. 

10. Corporate managements must 
give evidence of financial responsi- 
bility or furnish a bond, 

11. Managements must supply ar- 
tists with statements every three 
months, listing all inquiries for the 
artist’s service and all activities in 
the artist’s behalf. 

12. Individuals denied licenses by 
AGMA may not be employed by 
other managements. 

13. Artists who feel that their 
managment is obtaining too many 
other artists on its lists may cancel 
their contracts, subject to arbitra- 
tion. 

14. Managements must pay to 
AGMA a licensing fee of $10 a year 
for every artist handled. 

15. Existing contracts must be 
modified to conform to this agree- 
ment. 

16. Managements must submit to 





quiry into TVA. 

Eugene Ormandy will conduct and 
the choral parts will be sung by a} 
solo choir of 16 and a chorus of 200. | 
Subject is described as a ‘maternal | 
protest against the horror of kidnap- | 
ping.’ It was suggested by Mrs. | 
Henry S. Drinker, Jr., for many | 
years a leader in the development of | 
American choral music. 


ATLANTA WILL GET MET 


Culture Guaranteed By $52,000 Fund 
—Four Performances 











oo 


Atlanta, Dec.27. 
This center of Southern calture is 


again rising to the bcit dangled by | W 





Metropolitan Ope:a Co., a $52,000 
guarantee for four performances at 
City Auditorium in April. Victor | 
Lamar~ Smith and Jesse Draper, 
hedds of citizens’ committee working 
for return of opera, last week in- 
formed Mayor William B. Hartsfield, | 
Met would come here in 1939 for | 
that amount. 


R 
Paul, 


AGMA annual statements regarding 
their community, civic or coopera- 
tive concert courses and listing (a) 
total income and number of sub- 
scribers in each city, (b) organiza- 
tion cost and overhead, (c) number 
of artists appearing on each course 
and (d) fees contracted for and ac- 
tually paid to artists. 

17. Yearly modification 
above agreement. 


Engagements 


Glenn Anders, ‘Skylark.’ 
McKay Morris, ‘The American 


of the 








las Joy, Herbert Yost, ‘The Birds 
Stop Singing.’ 

Clinton Sunberg, Dawn Roland, 
Richard Barber, Robert Ross, Stars 
in Your Eyes.’ 

Canada Lee, Harry Mestayer, 
Louis Sharp, Oliver Barbour, Maude 

ussell, Ethel Prunelle, Dorothy 

‘Mamba’s Daughters.’ 


Hee 
—_—_—— 








of | 


| 


Southern California director, in 8N-|torium. Rochester (26-28): 
swer to reports that the show had |p ¢216 (29-31). . 


| 


ay. 
Walter Abel, Ruth Goraon, Nicho-. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 26) 

‘Amphitryon’-Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Angela Is 22’ (Sinclair Lewis), 
Hartman, Columbus (30-31). 

‘Dear Octopus’ (Lillian Gish-Rose 
Hobart), Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Golden Boy’ (Phillips Holmes- 
Jean Muir), Grand Opera House, 
Chicago. 

‘Golden Boy,’ Shubert, Brooklyn. 

‘’d Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
Cohan), American, St. Louis. 

‘Leaning on _ Letty’ 








| side of the metropolis. 





(Charlotte | through roadside gas stations. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Exploitation plans for ‘The American Way,’ slated to have the largest 
cast of any show this season, include publicity on a scale comparable with 
‘The Great Waltz.’ ‘Way’ will debut at the Center, Radio City, New York, 
Jan, 21. Prior to that time outdoor billing will appear within miles out- 
Show’s sponsors expect the ‘play about America’ 
to be one of Broadway’s major attractions for World’s Fair patronage. 

During the engagement of ‘Waltz’ at the Center, the operetta was given 
the strongest exploitation ever accorded a legiter. That was possible 
through the Rockefeller interests, which control the theatre and had a 
percentage of the show. Radio programs and picture house trailers were 
used in addition to outdoor billing and advertising matter distributed 
Understood the same plugging will be em- 








Greenwood), El Capitan, Hollywood. | ployed for the new drama’s engagement. 


‘Of Mice and Men,’ Cass, Detroit. 
‘Our Town,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Masonic Audi- 
Erlanger, 


‘Set to Music’ 
Shuberi, Bosion. 

‘Shadew and Substance’ (Sir Ce- 
dric Hardwicke), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Harris, Chicago. 

‘The Importance of Being Earnest,’ 
Pabst, Milwaukee (31). 

‘The Primrose Path,’ 
Baltimore. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 
apolis. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘What a Life,’ Locust St., Phila- 
delphia. 


(Beatrice Lillie), 


English, Indian- 


Maryland, | 


| 


} 
| 
| 





Sam H. Harris and Max Gordon are coupled as presenters of the George 
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart cavalcade. Reported that others are in on the 
financial end. Gordon presented ‘Waltz’ and Hassard Short, who’s staging 
‘Way,’ also did the same for ‘Waltz.’ Hart wrote the ‘Waltz’ book. 

There will be 250 people on the stage, although a goodly percentage will 
be extras. Fredric March will be featured. His wife, Florence Eldredge, 
is also in the cast. 





Flock of stage names current in Broadway shows attended the christen- 
ing last week of the New York’s World’s Fair Christmas tree, fashioned in 
the form of a pylon and perisphere, spotted at Broadway and 46th street. 
They assembled in the office of John Golden prior to the event and one 
of the party left a muffler there. Ad appearing in the New York Times 
Friday (23) read: 


‘Olsen and Johnson, Walter Huston, Teddy Hart, Sophie Tucker, Helen 


| Claire, Bill Gaxton, Victor Moore or Gladys Cooper, you left your muffler 


Hayes), | 


| 


‘White Steed,’ Chestnut St., Phila- | 


delphia. 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), 
Auditorium, St. Paul (26-27); Ly- 
ceum, Minneapolis (28-31). 

‘Wemen,’ National, Washington. 


Road Shows 
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lar to those given concertists who 
annually journey through the hin- 
terlands. 

Plan generally is to have each 
stand in the ‘circuit’ guarantee $5,000 
for the four shows, which would 
play six nights weekly, plus the cus- 
tomary two matinees. Shows would 
in no way play on percentage and 
so it’s possible for the local spon- 
sors to earn goodly profits, which 
has also become possible with con- 
cert bookings. That phase of the idea 
is quite different from the old type 
of road show, which sought the 
major end of the takings. 

Average Gross $7,500 Weekly 

Indicated that the average gross 
of shows playing under the new plan 
would be around $7,500 weekly. 
Costs have been estimated and bud- 
geted, except for transportation, 
which would partly depend on the 
distance between stands. 

A force of 12 would be sent into 
the field to act as salesman, 
not advance agents. As.salesmen 
they would not be within union’s 
minimums which would be re- 
quired were they understood to 
be advance agents. They would 
be paid according to results but 
would also have drawing accounts. 
Plan is similar to the subscription 
idea, yet differs from the subscrip- 
tion plan used by managers in key 
towns. Many of the stands expected 
to be booked would be spots where 
universities and schools are located. 

Possible that if the plan is suc- 
cessful the first season, more shows 
could be added for following sea- 
sons. Sponsors believe the plan is 
the first logical step towards bring- 
ing back the road. At one time 
there were 1,200 stands that sup- 
ported road shows but many dropped 
out because of the turkeys so long 
foisted upon them while most of 
them quit because opposed diver- 
sions had developed. 

Original productions are to be pur- 
chased and care in casting ex- 
ercised, with the better known 
Broadway plays obtained. Original 
producers would be paid fixed royal- 
ties. In return they would be ex- 
pected to supervise the casts and 
direction. 

Plays said to have been negotiated 
for the first touring season are 
‘Golden Boy,’ ‘What a Life’ and 
‘Bachelor Born.’ The fourth play is 
not definite but the Mercury The- 
atre’s ‘Julius Caesar’ is being con- 
sidered. Shows that may have 
questionable dialog would not be 
considered, in deference to small 
town standards and also because a 
goodly percentage of the audiences 
is expected to be youthful—that 
segment which would be witnessing 
a professional show for the first time 
and would, therefore, be more im- 
pressionable. 

Arthur M. Oberfelder, of Denver, 
heads the group which would tour 
the shows next season, according to 
the plan outlined. He has been a 





specialist in the road concert field 


in my office. Will you please send for it.’ Golden’s name was affixed. 
Manager is chairman of the Fair’s advisory committee on entertainment. 
When the players assembled, general manager Dixie French, who was not 
aware of the tree stunt, wondered what attraction the showman had in 
mind for casting. 





Casts, backstage crews and house staffs of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Ply- 
mouth, N. Y.) and ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ (Barrymore, N. Y.) were given 
Christmas bonuses by the Playwrights’ Co., presenting the two shows. 
Low-salary players were given a week’s salary, while the higher bracket 
players received a half week’s coin. Raymond Massey and Walter Huston, 
the respective stars, did not participate, nor did the cast of ‘American 
Landscape’ (Cort, N. Y.), the other Playwrights’ show. Latter is said to 
be getting better salaries than the ‘Abe’ and ‘Knickerbocker’ players. 


Stagehands and musicians at the Plymouth and Barrymore were each 
given liquor, while the boxoffice men a week’s salary. Low-salary mem- 
bers of the Playwrights’ production and office staff received a 
week’s salary. 





With ‘Victoria Regina’ closing its return engagement recently at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y., it grossed about $3,412,200, including taxes. Figuring 
on a weekly average of about $25,000 for the starting five-week tour, which 
will wind up the show, it will have grossed approximately $125,000 more. 
Including New York and the road, the show will have played 123 weeks 
for a total of 967 performances. 

After tryout in Washington and Baltimore it opened late in December, 
1935, at the Broadhurst, N. Y. Played through the 1935-36 season and 
1936-37, with the exception of a layoff in the summer of 1936. Again laid 
off the summer of 1937, then went on a 4l-week coast-to-coast tour during 
the 1937-38 season, on which it grossed about $1,250,000. Harry Essex has 
been company manager throughout. 





*1066—and All That,’ musical with an English history background, which 
was given for two nights at the Windsor, N. Y., last week by the Yale 
Dramatic Society, ran up against union requirements at the same time. 
The Theatrical Managers, Agents and Treasurers union demanded that a 
press agent be hired at $150 for the week, although the date called for but 
two performances. Stagehand requirements had been anticipated, how- 
ever, and they were met. Collegians were accorded a concession by the 
musicians union, two of its group playing the score on pianos. 





Prestige publication of plays in book form is the dominant element in 
editions of this sort. The average sales are modest, usually 4,000 to 5,000 
copies, so the dramatist can’t make anything on his straight 15% royalty. 
Nor does the publisher, but it looks good in the catalog. A play like 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ getting a strong Catholic organizational backing, 
has sold 5,000 copies, considered big, and rather sensational are the 8,000 
copies of ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ which is deemed extraordinar,y, especially 


in view of the fact that the musical show by no means reads as well as it 


plays. 





Lunts are getting plenty of ‘living trailers’ for their Pittsburgh appear- 
ance in ‘Sea Gull’ next spring. Duquesne University drama school did 
Chekhov play last week, it’s being prepared for a late December produc- 
tion by newly-organized Laboratory Theatre in that city and at least two 
more amateur groups are planning it for February and March showings 
there. Lunts recently played a Pittsburgh week in ‘Amphitryon’ and 


—, in April to split eight performances between ‘Gull’ and ‘Idiot's 
ight.’ 





‘Outward Bound,’ revival which opened at the Playhouse, New York, 
Thursday (22) is the first Broadway show this season to get ‘four stars’ 
by Burns Mantle, critic for the N. Y. Daily News. Tab is the only daily 
in the metropolis using the star system in judging plays and films. Only 


show which Mantle similarly regarded last season was ‘Prologue to Glory,’ 
a WPA-er. 





Equity’s James O’Neill narrowly escaped last week when a@ fire broke 
out in his New York hotel room while he was asleep. Short circuit is 
said to have caused the fire which, in addition to damaging O’Neill’s clothes, 
also scorched his face, forcing him to remain abed, 





but also has figured in legit stock 
production and has an inside on 
what the smaller stands want in the 
way of entertainment. Oberfelder 
is said to have the backing of people 
connected with a Chicago advertis- 
ing agency. He’s fairly well known 
to New York showmen. He ex- 


support attractions for a week. The 
one-night plan is expected to allevi- 
ate that condition. see Shubert is 
reported having backed the rotary 
stock scheme. Robert L. Hague is 
also said to have been a financial 
participant in the plan. 

Believed Equity would endorse 


——— 





plained that Denver, with a popula- 
tion of over 300,000, has had only 
two shows this season because only 
attractions to and from the Coast 
are practical bookings. 
Figure in Rotary Stock 

Oberfelder figured in a rotary 
stock project several seasons ago, in 
which 10 stands were played for a 
time. It was then supposed to be 
one solution to the road but did not 
pan out. Later, it was recognized 
that the smaller stands could not 





the new plan as it did the rotary 
idea. Touring companies may only 
partly entail the same executive set- 
up as for average road companies 
and a saving in operation is ex- 
pected. Shows would be delivered 
at the contract price, local sponsors 
taking care of rentals, stage crew 
and advertising costs. In addition 
to salaries and transportation, the 
trucking will be part of the shows’ 
expenses along with billboard and 
window advertising. - 
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Susan’ Bows Out of Chicago With 


Fine $14,000; 


Chicago, Dec, 27. | 
With pre-Xmas over, the legit 
spots have returned to normal, 
‘Amphytrion 38’ resumed at the Er- 
langer after a week’s lay-off and will 
gallop through another fortnight be- 
fore vamping for “The Sea Gull, the 
second of the Lunts’ presentations 
for the American Theatre Society 
ason. ; 
ee Three shows opened over the holi- 
days. ‘Golden Boy’ returned for an- 
other try, this time with a new cast. 
Opened at the Grand on Sunday (25) 
on an attempt to garner trade at ‘pop 
prices.’ , 
‘Shadow and Substance’ arrived at 
the Selwyn last night (Monday) and 
is scheduled for a four-week ven- 
ture. Federal Theatre Project came 
through with one of its most im- 
portant and auspicious ventures on 
Sunday (25) with its production of 
‘The Copperhead,’ Ian Keith in the 
leading role. te ; 
‘Susan and God’ is winding up its 
smash run, and quits on New Year’s 





Eve after 11 powerful weeks at the| 


Harris. Could keep on for several 
weeks longer but, John Golden and 
Gertrude Lawrence have other plans. 
In the future are ‘What a Life,’ 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ and ‘Our 
Town.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Amphitryon 38,’ Erlanger (3d 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Resumed last 
night (Monday) after week’s vacash, 
and a cinch for top coin for final two 
weeks. 

‘Golden Boy,’ Grand (ist week) 
(1,300; $2.20). Came in on Christmas 
night (25) with a new cast for a re- 
peat try. 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ Selwyn 
(ist week) (1,000; $2.75). Opened 
last night (Monday) for a four-week 


stay. Advance okay. 


‘Susan and God,’ Harris (llth and 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Had a 
great run here. Was the only show 
operating last week and bucked the 

re-holiday with exceptional ability 
| taking down a fine $14,000. 

WPA 


‘The Copperhead,’ Blackstone. 
Opened Christmas night, and with 
Ian Keith and general production 
looks to be one of Federal Project’s 
outstanding efforts. 

‘The Mikado,’ Great 
Colored swing version is 
strong. 


Northern. 
going 





Tax Hits Mgrs. 
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roll is payable to the Federal arm, 
which in turn allocates shares to the 
various states. Some managers have 
decided to pay the levy direct to the 
Government, permitting the authori- 
ties in the several states played to 
collect therefrom, thereby avoiding 
bookkeeping details. 

Using that method, the amount is 
computed on the basis of 3% of the 
salaries paid. For the average show 
on the road the weekly unemploy- 
ment levy will vary but will usually 
approximate $100, with musicals 
calling for higher sums. 

For 1939, social security levies for 
all employers will be increased to 
3%, but individuals will pay as here- 
tofore, deduction from salaries and 
Wages being 1% on the first $3,000 
earned. 





‘Earnest’ for M’w’kee 


Milwaukee, Dec. 27. 

‘The Importance of Being Earnest,’ 
starring Clifton Webb, new produc- 
tion of Oscar Wilde’s play, opens 
New Year’s Eve at the Pabst here, 
the first legit show Pabst has booked 
this season. 

Heretofore has run foreign films 
and amateur productions. Only 
other legit show booked for this sea- 
son is the Lunts in ‘Sea Gull’ and 
‘Amphitryon ’38.’ 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Voices in the Night’ (‘Jeremiah’) 
—Theatre Guild. 


‘One for the Money’—Stanley Gil- 
key and Gertrude Macy. 


‘Stars in Your Eyes’—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 


“The American Way’—Sam H. Har- 
Tis and Max Gordon. 


“Mamba’s Daughters’—Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic. 

‘Gentle People’—Group. 

‘Henry IV’—Maurice Evans. 


‘Importance of Be Earnest’ — 








LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 








Shadow? ‘Boy’ In 


; Protest So. Cal. Firings 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Supervisors of Federal Theatre 
Project in Southern California 
formed their own organization to 
protest aginst the summary dismissal 
of 25% of the Project’s personnel in 
this territory. 


New body, known as the Super- 
visors Forum, is not a labor organ- 
ization as most of its members are 
veterans of theatrical and trade 

: at 
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a board of governors, each repre- 
senting one of the four FPT divi- 
sions; Chalmer Day, administrative; 
Willis Lusher, production; Jerome 
Coray, drama, and Peter O’Crotty, 
publicity. 

Forum, representing some _ 1,400 
project workers, asks sick and an- 
nual leave benefits, which have been 
granted other FTP divisions through 
the country. Its motto is: 

‘Not to discuss without action, not 
to act without discussion, but to 
make—not money or prestige—but 
an American Theatre.’ 


Dennis King, Jr., With 
Dad When Latter Subs 


For Evans in Canada 








Toronto, Dec. 27. 

Last-minute discovery that Maurice 
Evans’ contract with his partners 
forbids flying during current New 
York run of ‘Hamlet’ caused sudden 
upset in plans whereby Evans was 
to play the name-role in an hour 
dramatization of the same play which 
was to be broadcast last Sunday (18) 
over a trans-Canada hookup as the 
final production in the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.’s Shakespearian 
series. 

Dennis King, who starred Nov. 27 
in ‘Richard II’ in the 13-week CBC 
series, was hastily signed to fill the 
‘Hamlet’ broadcast breach. Evans 
had been set for the role, but found 
that his Broadway engagement in 
the same play would not permit his 
catching the last train (11:40 p. m.) 
for Toronto. He had completed ar- 
rangements to fly Sunday morning 
when contract clause banning such 
mode of transportation came to light. 

King, however, after the ‘I Mar- 
ried an Angel’ curtain, was able to 
sprint for the Toronto train. After 
the CBC stint, he motored to Buf- 
falo and from there caught the 12:40 
plane Monday (19) for New York. 
Appearing with King in this last 
stanza of the CBC Shakespearian 
series was his son, Dennis, Jr., who 
played Rozenkrantz. Youngster, 17, 
is attending Upper Canada College 
here. Seven classmates and a mas- 
ter attended- the father-and-son ap- 
pearances, 





Future Play 


‘The Philadelphia Story,’ new com- 
edy by Philip Barry, has been ac- 
quired by the Theatre Guild as its 
fourth production of the _ season. 
Play, which has Katharine Hepburn 
as one of the leads, goes into re- 
hearsal soon. Road tour is planned 
prior to its Broadway showing. 








Evans’ FTP Post 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Julius Evans was appointed execu- 
tive secretary to James R. Ullman, 
new director of the Federal Theatre 
Project in Southern California. 

Until recently Evans was assistant 
to Everett Riskin at Columbia, and 
at one time eastern play editor for 
Samuel Goldwyn. 





SUSPEND THESPIANS 


St. Louis, Dec. 27. 

Rowdyism of students at Washing- 
ton University (St. Louis) caused 
the indefinite suspension last week 
of Thyrsus, dramatic organization, 
and of the Quadrangle Club, which 
presents the university’s annual mu- 
sical comedy, by Dr. George W. 
Stephens, dean of students. 

Ban caused by disturbances dur- 
ing the presentation of ‘Ghost of 
Yankee Doodle’ several weeks ago 





and previous plav*: 


« 
_ 


| Goodbye,’ 





Xmas Licks ‘Road’s’ 
6th Cincy Try, 414G 
Cincinnati, Dec. 27. 

Dark this week, the Cox reopens 
Jan. 2 for four performances in three 
days of ‘Our Town’ with Frank 
Craven at $2.75 top. Sinclair Lewis, 
in his own play, ‘Angela Is Twenty- 
two,’ comes in Jan. 5-6-7 for night 
shows and a Saturday matinee at 
same scale. 

Then follow Ethel Barrymore in 
‘Whiteoaks,’ week of Jan. 23, and 
the Group Theatre’s ‘Golden Boy’ for 
week of Jan. 29. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Cox (1,335; $1.70). 
Repeating after a week’s absence for 
its sixth Cincy engagement, was un- 
able to weather Xmas-shopping op- 
posish after big Sunday night open- 
ing. Fetched $4,500. Got $10,000 in 
its previous visit here. 


YONKERS HUB 
EXIT AT $12,000 


Boston, Dec. 27. 

‘Merchant of Yonkers’ finished a 
good two-week tryout here Saturday 
(24), withstanding the Christmas 
dent in biz to a heartening degree. 

‘Set to Music, new revue by Noel 
Coward, starring Beatrice Lillie, 
opened Monday (26) with big ad- 
vance sale. ‘A Moral Entertainment,’ 
a Federal Theatre preem opens to- 
night (27). And ‘Dear Octopus’ by 
Dodie Smith, English family play 
making American debut, unveils to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Merchant of Yonkers,’ Colonial 
(1,643; $2.75) (2d week). Jane Cowl 
starrer bolstered at b.o. by ATS sub- 
scription list during two weeks here. 
Piece running better when it left 
town, but still a dubious Broadway 
possibility. Good $12,000 for final 
frame. 


‘KISS BOYS’ ROAD UNIT 
OPENS IN BUFF. JAN. 12 


Road company of ‘Kiss the Boys 
current at the Miller, 
New York, is due to open in Buffalo 
Jan. 12. It then goes to Chicago 
where it will be spotted in the Har- 
ris. Dependent on whether the 
show gets across out of tcwn, other 
touring units of ‘Kiss’ are in order. 


Brock Pemberton, who presents 
the Claire Boothe comedy, proposes 
another company through the ‘south 
anc a fourth troupe for the Coast. 
Idea is to cover the road as quickly 
as possible, although there is no 
deal pending for the film rights. 


Leslie B. R. Jam 
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tings. That evening, however, there 
was a run-through of the show, in 
expectation that fresh back would be 
secured. 

The Kramers, who operate the 
Edison hotel, N. Y., originally 
backed ‘Blackbirds’ but then quit. 
They changed their minds, however, 
and the opening looked set until 
Equity attempted to certify some of 
the paper. Association had $1,350 
on deposit, but the show was still 
$300 short. Money held by the as- 
sociation only covers union mem- 
bers. The rest are skedded to join 
after the show runs one week. 

As the players had received little 
pay, association did not require the 
non-members to kick in $59 to cover 
initiation and dues prior to the 
show’s Broadway start. That was 
true of the Boston date, which ended 
when the stagehands demanded that 
wages be assured. Daily and nightly 
conferences have been held by those 
interested in an attempt to solve the 
financial jig-saw. 


Bowers to the Coast 


William Bowers, author of ‘Where 
Do We Go from Here?’, which had a 
short Broadway stay recently, 
trained back to the Coast yesterday 
(Tuesday). He will team with 
Dwight Taylor as a freelance screen 
writer. 

Bowers had planned to remain 
east and try to become established 
in legit, but the sudden illness of 








Don DeFore, another of the ‘Where’ | 


players from the Coast, scuttled that 
idea. DeFore is in a New York hos- 


pital recovering from an operation. 


Xmas Holidays Plus 14 Matinees 
Boost Bway; Preems Swell List 





Bad weather is the only factor 
that should affect the season’s clean- 
up week, a natural for playgoing. 
The heavy draw started with Christ- 
mas matinees, Monday (26). and con- 
cludes New Year’s Eve (Saturday). 
There were 14 afternoon perform- 
ances as a starter, with business 
flourishing all along the line. Legit- 
ers will have an extra weekend 
holiday chance Monday (2) when 
New Year’s day will be celebrated 
and for which another flock of mati- 
nees is planned. 

Broadway’s list will total 27 or 28 
attractions when the premiere card 
is completed, depending on the ques- 
tionable debut of one entrant. A 
jam of three openings was caused 
when original starting dates were 
shifted to last night (Tuesday), 
leaving Monday (26) free of new- 
comers. In addition to the com- 
mercial arrivals, there are also some 
special children’s shows, plus several 
WPA-ers. 

Best of the recent additions is a 
| revival of ‘Outward Bound,’ which 
was warmly greeted at the Play- 
house last week. Reported attend- 
ance indicates the play has a chance 
to compare favorably, if not top, the 
original engagement of about 14 
years ago. ‘Window Shopping’ did 
not fare well at the Longacre, press 
being on the down side. 

_ Favorable reports on several open- 
ings out of town point to promising 
newcomers next month. Next week’s 
premieres: ‘Great People,’ Belasco; 
‘The Primrose Path,’ Biltmore; 
‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire, and 
return of the D’Oyly Carte Gilbert 
and Sullivan operettas at the Beck. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Average grosses estimated inas- 
much as attendance during the week 
befor Christmas is not indicative of 
normal takings. 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illineis;’ Plymouth 
(ilth week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Un- 
questionably the dramatic leader; 
quickly built to capacity pace of 
$21,000 and should stay at that level 
indefinitely. 

‘American Landscape,’ Cort (4th 
week) (D-1,059; $3.30). Started off 
tepidly; takings around $5,000; should 
get share of holiday trade, but 
chances depend on going after New 
Year’s, 


‘Bachelor Born,’ Broadhurst (48th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Resumed 
after week’s lay-off; has been flirt- 
ing with $5,000 mark, getting by on 
sharing plan; may move again, as 
this house is to get ‘Dear Octopus’ 
soon. 


‘Blackbirds,’ 44th St. (Ist week) 
(R-1,323; $2.75). Postponed from 
last week and now slated to light up 
Thursday (29). 


‘Bright Rebel,’ Lyceum (lst week) 
(D-1,019; $3.30). Presented by Wil- 
liam Kilcullen; written by Stanley 
Young; one of four premieres Tues- 
day (27). 


‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (6th 
week) (M-1,255; $4.40). Should be 
among prominent musicals on the 
list for the World’s Fair crowds; 
paced around $30,000. 

‘Don’t Throw Glass Houses,’ Van- 
derbilt (Ist week) (C-800; $3.30). 
Presented by Philip Barber and 
others; written by Doris Frankel; 
another Tuesday (27) debut. 

‘Everywhere I Roam,’ National 
(Ist week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Pre- 
sented by Marc Connelly and Bela 
Blau; written by former and Arnold 
Sundgaard; opening postponed until 
Thursday (29). 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(15th week) (R-2,671; $3.30). Num- 
ber one call in agencies and at box 
office; revue is freak smash of sea- 
sons and should run on2 year or 
more; $30,000 and over. 

‘Here Come the Clowns,’ Booth 
(4th week) (D-704; $3.30). Contro- 
versial opinion and comment over 
drama should enhance’ chances; 
paced between $6,000 and $7,000. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert (34th 
week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Until new 
musical successes arrive, this one 
was Broadway’s front runner; main- 
tained $28,000 pace for months; now 
has dipped under $20,000, but should 
come back. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(14th week) (C-944; $3.30). Comedy 
topper looks sets for full season’s 
stay; somewhat affected by pre- 
Christmas lull; $15,700 or virtual ca- 
pacity averaged, but extra matinee 
weekly after first of year. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (llth week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 
Started promisingly with takings 
over $20,000; dipped to $15,000, but 
should come back and span winter 
period, 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (8th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Got off to 
fine start and has been topping all 
| Srosses; not much under the $34,000 
level. 

‘Michael Drops In,’ Golden (ist 
i week) (C-788; $3.30). Presented by 














; 


To 27 or 28; ‘Outward Bound OK 


, Edward Massey and Marie Louise 
| Zikins; written by William DuBois; 
|}tried in summer theatre; opened 
| Tuesday (27). 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (12th week) 
| (D-913; $3.30). Climbed to capacity 
and virtually held pace first two 
months with takings as high as $17,- 
000; eased off, but still drawiog ex- 
cellently. 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ Wirdsor (6th 
week) (D-1,949; $3.30). Moved here 
from Belasco Monday (29). latter 
house getting ‘Gentle People’ next 
week; ‘Rocket’ rated around $8,500, 
which is profitable. 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
(12th week) (R-1,019; $440). Re- 
sumed Monday (26) after two week 
lay-off; may move in mid-January to 
make way for ‘Set to Music’; ‘News’ 
averaged over $15,000; fair for revue. 





| ‘Spring Meetine,’ Morosco (4th 
| week) (CW-961; $3.30). English im- 
|port figured for fair engagement; 


| started with pace around $8,000 or 
slightly more. 

‘The Merchant of Yonkers,’ Guild 
(Ist week) (C-914; $3.30). Presented 
by Herman Shumlin; adapted from 
Austrian ‘He Will Be the Devil of a 
Fellow’ by Thornton Wilder; drew 
business in Boston; opens tonight. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (264th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Advertising 
tickets during World’s Fair; manage- 
ment hoping to establish new run 
record; $4,500 okay because it costs 
little to operate. 

‘What a Life,” Biltmore (37th 
week) (C-891; $3.30). Has been using 
cut rates and with cast sharing plan, 
has been getting by with takings 
around $3,500; moves to Mansfield to 
make way for ‘The Primrose Path’ 
next week. 

‘Window Shopping,’ Longacre (2d 
| week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Opened late 
last week; drew adverse press and 
chances uncertain. 


Revivals 
‘Blossom Time,’ 46th St. (lst week) 
(M-1,375; $3.30). Brought back for 
the holidays after touring many 


seasons; opened Monday (26) at 
matinee. 
‘Hamlet,’ St. James (llth week) 


(D-1,520; $3.30). Resumed Monday 
(26) after a week’s lay-off; got ag 
high as $20,000; another four weeks; 
‘Henry IV’ will follow. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (2d 
week) (D-878; $3.30). Drew vir- 
tual rave press after opening last 
Thursday (22) and indications are 
for excellent engagement. 


Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(57th week) (R-500; $2.75). Garment 
workers union revue averaged $6,- 
000 to profit in small house; under 
that ‘one lately, but should perk 
up; indefinite run. 

‘The Girl From Wyoming,’ Ameri- 
can Music Hall (10th week). Appears 
to be getting by with help of beer 
and booze in night spot. 

Ruth Draper,’ Little. Back for 
two weeks of solo character sketches; 
opened Monday (26). 

WPA 

‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot. 

‘Androcles and the Lien,’ Lafay- 
| ette, Harlem. . 
‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 


Equity Grants Pay 
Concesh to Steck 


Group in Jersey 


After holding out for some time, 
Equity has granted a concession on 
Sunday stock performances in Wood- 
cliff, N. J. Jules Leventhal, who op- 
erates the stock, will be required to 
pay additional salaries for Sundays, 
however. Cast gets 11/10 for one 
Sabbath show and 12/10 if Sabbath 


matinee and night performances are 
played. 


Under the rules, stock is per- 
mitted 10 performances weekly, ad- 
ditional shows calling for a pro rata 
increase in pay. At Woodcliff, how- 
ever, there has been an average of 
eight performances, and because of 
| weak attendance, Wednesday after- 
noons are excluded fdr Sunday 
showings. 

Another stock group operating in 
Jersey is at Maplewood, which has 
continued that policy after a summer 
start. Starting this week there are 
also two stocks in Brooklyn, N. Y¥. 
Only other stock known to be opera- 
|ting is one around Kansas City, 
being known as ‘cirele stock,’ usually 
playing onenighters in surrounding 
| territory. 
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Plays Out 


of Town 





SET TO MUSIC 


Boston, Dec. 27. 
Revua by Noel Coward; presented by 
John C. Wilson; staged by the author; or- 
chastrations, Hans Spialek; Beatrice Lil- 
lie starred; at Shubert theatre, Dec. 26, 
"38 





Cast: Eva Ortega, Mary Anne Carr, 
T.econard Gibson, Maidie Andrews, Sanders | 
Drape Penelope Dudley Ward, Moya 
Nugent, Rosemary Lomax, Sarah Burton, 
Reatrice Lillie, Anna Jackson, 
ean Bettv Green, Gladys Henson, Hugh | 
French, Angus Menzies, Kenneth Carten, | 
Anihony Pelissier, Ray Dennis, Robert | 
Shackelton Toni Sorel, Helen Bennett, | 
Helen Hudson, Verna Long, Anne Crowell, | 
Tilda Getze, Sylvia Dale, Anne Graham, | 
Hilda Knight, Laurie Douglas, Richard 
Havdn, Victor Cutrar, Bronson Dudley, | 
Fiorence Britton, Caroli Louise Wandermean. | 
Jehn Matthews, Gilbert Wilsob Leonard 
Gibson, Peter Garet, Erick Brotherton. 





Although Noel Coward may not be 
at his best, he’s in again with a hit | 
because Beatrice Lillie, star of ‘Set 
to Music,’ is in her very best form; 
and she will keep it running long 
enough for all her fans to see her 
romp through a wide assortment of 
satire, burlesque and _ delightful 
horseplay. In fact, she sets off the 
first roar of laughter in the opening 
scene by appearing astride a white 
horse for the blackout. 


She socks ’em with ‘Marvelous 
Party,’.a promising tune with a lyric 
made to order for her special tal- 
ents: she wows ’em as a slinky spy, 
a schoolgirl, a weary gold-digger, 
and as the promoter of a society cos- 
tume party jammed with a veritable | 
cavalcade of the faux pas. In and 
out of practically every scene, she 
leaves off with a demand for more, 
expressed in terms of an ovation 
at the preem. 

Coward’s staging is deft, as usual; 
his music is refreshing, and lyrics 
intriguing; but a brace of blackouts 
lack the expected sock after Miss 
Lillie builds them up to a high pitch. 
Dancing is noticeably scarce, but the 
remedy is close at hand, for Bronson 
Dudley, a newcomer, stops every- 
thing cold with a flying taps solo in 
the finale. Dudley could hold down 
another spot in the first act. 

Aside from Miss Lillie, talk-of- 
the-show will be Richard Haydn, a 
new comic from England, with a rich 
repertoire. As‘an antique lecturer 
on and impersonator of fish he’s a 
stopper midway in the second act; as 
the flustered master of ceremonies at 
the screwy costume party, he’s swell; 
and as a vintage family retainer he’s 
a perfect foil for Lillie as a dodder- 
ing dowager. 

Eva Ortega, singing ‘Children of 
the Ritz’ (one of the leading num- 
bers), registers well; and clicks 
again in ‘Never Again,’ enhanced by 
outstanding production. A colored 
femme trio (Jackson, Duncan and 
Green) stand out in supporting cast; 
as do French, Menzies, Carten and 
Pellissier, chanting ‘Stately Homes 
of England.’ Both groups appear 
several times to offer new choruses. 

Laura Duncan scores in a solo bit as 
a prostie singing ‘Mad About the 
Boy,’ one of Coward's earlier tunes. 

Costuming is consistently smart; 
sets are simple, but adequate; orches- 
trations are well conceived; and the 
smooth-running preem gave every 
evidence of sufficient rehearsing by 
a competent company. Fox. 


THE PRIMROSE PATH 


Baltimore, Dec. 26. 
Comedy drania In three acts by Robert 
Ruckner and Walter Hart; presented and 
staged by George Abbott; settings, Cirker 
and Robbins; costumes. Helene Pong; at the 








Lh veg theatre, Baltimore, Dec. 26, '38. 
220 top, 

DOS. PR akbeibactesdes Marilyn Erskine 
GRANGIBR desc nsccrscce eeee-Helen Westley 
Homer Wallace........ eoceess+Philip Wood 
Davy Wallace......... eeees- Leslie Barrett 
Clare Wallace. .......c0. @eececee Betty Field 
Maggie Wallace........00. Florida Friebus 
Emma Wallace........... eeeves Betty Garcée 
Sayard Lawrence...... «e+e. Feussell Hardie 
Augustus Cummings.. «+.Clyde Fillmore 
Police Matron......... eseeess Teresa Dale 





George Abbott has departed from 
out-and-out comedy in this one, and 
dipped down into the bottom-most 
layer of the social stratum. With 
extra broad strokes of characteriza- 
tion and dialogue, ‘The Primrose 
Path’ presents a cross-section of the 
family life of a couple of generations 
of ‘painted women.’ Not the suave 
and empire-making or breaking dolls 
of history and romance, but, rather, 
the type encountered in smoking car 
anecdote and butter and egg men 
convocations. The tragedies, frustra- 
tions and romances of these highly 
wnconventional folk form the éxcuse 
for three fairly well-written acts and 
a rather spasmodic series of situa- 
tions. Some of it is a bit hard to 
take, but Abbott has cast exceedins- 
ly well and directed in typical style 
to make the most of material that in 
other honds would fall quite flat. 
With judicious pruning and polishing, 
and more emphasis on the tongue- 
in-cheek treatment throughout, “The 
Primrose Path’ may be a ‘Tobacco 
Road’ without social significance or 
sectional twang. It certainly has the 
makings. ; 

Emma Wallace is a hale and hearty 
damsel who has found time to rear a 
sizable family in ite of periodic 
forays into nearby Buffalo for some 
tainted silver. She’s just like her 
mother, who lives with her, and still 
retains the spark and sauce of a by- 
gone lustful day. One daugliter has 


| fellow who 
Laura Dun-|actually goes through 


jas foul a 


grown up straight laced and moral, 
and she pulls out for a more decent, 
if less colorful, life of married bliss. 
Another daughter hasn't fallen much 
below a bit of thievery now and 
then. 

That’s Clare, and she’s pretty, too, 
with quite a future ahead of her. 
Only she meets a straightlaced young 
proposes marriage and 
with it even 
after meeting the girl’s family. But | 
only on condition that Clare stay 
away from them, There’s still an- 
other daughter, but she’s just a strip- 





ling, nevertheless a stripling with 
mouth as has ever been | 
heard in the theatre. Not very pleas- | 
ant, either. coming from a i3 or i4- 
year-old child. There’s a son, too, a 
peculiar and studious kid just like | 
his old man. Latter is depicted as a 
Harvard man with a talent for Greek 
and delirium tremens. 
How this amazing potpourri disin- 
tegrates, each in his own peculiar 
way, only to be thrown together 
again at the end by a family devo- 
tion and loyalty difficult to under- 
stand, but plausible enough in its 
presentation, is the play. 
Betty Garde, as the  blondine 
Emma, heads the expert cast in note- 
worthy style. Hers is a colorful and 
memorable characterization. Helen 
Westley, as her mother, is salty and 
emphatic. Betty Field, as Clare, has 
the best part in her long career as a 
member of Abbott’s acting group. 
Philip Wood, as the father, is also 
good. Abbott squeezes a lot of 
laughs out of the doings. The prepa- 
rations for the funeral in the third 
act are a standout and a possible key 
to the treatment of the entire play. 
Bawdy, broad, at times lurid, ‘The 
Primrose Path’ is sure to cause plenty 
of comment, win or lose. Burm, 


THE WHITE STEED 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
Drama by Paul Vincent Carroll; prescnted 
by Eddie Dowling; staged by Hugh Hunt; 
settings by Watson Barrat. At Chestnut 
St., Dec. 26, 


} 


"38. 


Canon Matt Lavelle......... Whitford Kane 
eee Peer Pee ee Leslie Bingham 
Phelim Fintrr.........-.e6.. Ralph Cullinan 
Father Shaughnessy....... George Coulouris 
POUR. FP OWRET 26 ck ces esivacvcnse Jessica Tandy 


Donnacaich McGaills Phaidrig.......... 
Roland Bottemley 
PRATICE FACIES oo scccciccsveces Farrell Polly 


oo! Rs ae eer reer Gloria Mills 
Brigid FProdigam.......... Elizabeth Malone 
SE: SUN 0 4:3: k dune nekeds Liam Redmond 
Inspector Toomey............ Thomas Dillon 
Mee Magan....... wbspouse Florence Borrett 
PRA hao 6 65 Uo RORG eee eaed Tom Talley 





Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

‘The White Steed,’ new play by 
Paul Vincent Carroll, author of ‘Sha- 
dow and Substance,’ which got its 
auspicious sendoff here last season, 
opened tonight at the same theatre 
(Chestnut St. Opera House) with the 
author, an unusual number of 
Broadway theatre men and an ex- 
ceptional number of society theatre 
parties in the audience. 


More robustly theatrical, more 
frankly emotional and containing 
nearly as much poetic and imagina- 
tive writing, ‘The White Steed’ might 
be called a better ‘audience show’ 
than its predecessor, but it seems al- 
most certain that the reviewers and 
students of the ‘Drayma’ won't give 
it the same enthusiastic tumble. In 
the first place, it lacks the magnifi- 
cent simplicity of ‘Shadow and Sub- 





stance’ and that play’s subtlety and 
conciseness. The battle of conflict- 
ing characters in ‘The White Steed’ 
several times reaches the physi- 
cal stage and is always broadly 
limned, whereas the conflict in ‘Sha- 
dow and Substance’ was mental and 
psychological. 

Scene is laid in a small Irish town 
(County Louth) and several of the 
scenes, taking place in the study of 
Canon Matt Lavelle, remind one a 
great deal of the setting of ‘Shadow 
and Substance.” The old Canon, 
chair-ridden through a stroke, has 
always been a beloved figure in the 
community but Father Shaughnessy, 
the younger priest sent in to relieve 
him during his incapacitation (and 
eventually succeed him) makes 
many enemies. FathergShaughnessy 
is the militant man of the cloth, 
seeking to assume powers not only 
of the spiritual faith, but temporal 
ones as well. 

He forms a vigilance committee 
whose aim is to wipe out flirting in 
the by-ways, mixed marriages, the 
presence in the community of il- 
lesitimate children and other evils. 
The campaign meets with vigorous 
opposition, especially from some of 
the younger people and, in particu- 
lar, one Nora Fintry, returned from 
schooling in England, and insistent 
on living her own life. Breaking her 
will, the father finds, is a very dif- 
ficult thing. He resorts to the police 
and meets opposition from them; in 
fact one of the later dramatic scenes 
of the play comes when the head of 
the local police openly defies the 
priest and threatens to take him to 
jail instead of Nora and others. 

A crowd gathers and, although not 
liking Shaucthnessy, is outraged at 
the idea of their priest being led off 
to jail. At this psychological mo- 
ment, the old Canon recovers the 
use of his legs. makes a valiant and 
stirring appeal to the crowd, and 
reassumes his position as head of the 





parish. 
An excellent cast has been gath- 





| WPA Play 
AWAKE AND SING 


GN YIDDISH) 

Drama in three acts (4 scenes) by Clif- 
ford Odets; adapted from the English by 
Chaver Paver; presented by the Federal 
Theatre Project: produced by Lem Ward; 
staged by Jacob Mestel; setting. Wood Me- 
Lane; eat Daly’s, N. Y¥., Dec. 22, ‘38. $1.10 








top. 

Myron Berger. ..cscvcsccess Isidore Vernick 
Bessie Berger.....ssesessesees Emilie Adler 
PROGR. ccc ccccdcecoccsesees Gustave Schacht 
Hennie Berger......see+eeeeee: Lvda Slava 
Ralph Bergmer....ccoccsscseees Louis Brandt 
| Schlosser... .cecccsesses Louis Coppersmith 
Moe Axelrod....cccccseces ....Morris Dorf 
i Uncle Morty......ccceress Harold Schutzman 
Sam Feinschreiber......+<«+.++ Jack Tammy 


What had been a strong suspicion 
a couple of seasons, when the Group 
Theatre presented Clifford Odets’ 
‘Awake and Sing.’ is confirmed with 





|the Federal Theatre’s production in 


Yiddish of the same play. ‘Awake,’ 
which experienced more or less suc- 
cess in English with Luther and 
Stella Adler in the leading roles, had 
indicated when originally presented 
that it was better Yiddish fare be- 
cause of its closer association to Yid- 
dish theatrics. The English produc- 
tion was by no means inferior to 
that of the present one. It is just 
that the Yiddish, Bronx family life 
holds a far greater appeal to Yiddish 
theatre-goers than to the Anglican 
coterie. The emotions, the manner- 
isms and typical characteristics of a 
Yiddish family in the Bronx are bet- 
ter understood by a lecal audience. 


That Odets knows his Yiddish 
families, there can be no doubt. 


Chaver Paver has followed the orig- 
inal very closely in his adaptation, 
occasionally inserting Yiddish idioms 
in the dialog that the original Eng- 
lish could never permit. 

This play is not unlike Odets’ pre- 
vious works in its similarity of 
theme. It’s a story of defeatism and 
social orders. Odets has woven his 
characters strongly and has made 
them all integral parts in the wheel. 


Emilie Adler is the Bessie Berger 
of this piece, and she plays the 
mother with conviction. Gustave 
Schacht is the grandfather, whom 
Odets probably intended as strong- 
est link of his characters—as the 
one who sought a social change in 
what he considered a vagrant world, 
hampered by the ignorant masses. 
Isadore Vernick, Lyda Slava, Louis 
Brandt, Morris Dorf and Jack Tam- 
my also play well among the rest 
of the cast. 

Jacob Mestel staged, and Wood 
MvLane’s single setting is good. 





Play Abroad 











MUVESZPAR 


(‘A Couple of Artists’) 
_ Budapest, Dec. 15. 
Comedy in three acts by Laszlo Fodor. 
At the Pesti, Budapest. 






Maria. cccccccccccccccccccccces Maria Mezey 
BU cc veccevescccsecoscovcesces Antal Pager 
Stephen. .cccccrcccccesesessoce Lajos Basthy 
Caroline. .c.cecece -.-Margit Ladomerszky 
Stage Manager.........ceseeee: Odon Bardi 
DPCSESPE. occcccccss $0 606066d000 Erzsi Partos 


Dis s<2sedoccsdvipaeace ssn Gardonyi 





Laszlo Fodor’s latest is an excel- 
lent variation on the oft-handled 
theme of actors who are so ab- 





sorbed in their stage personalities 
that they lose their capacity for 
genuine feeling and spontaneous 
action. Even the great primeval 
emotions of love and jealousy are 
adulterated for them because they 
constantly watch themselves doing 
it, and in the end don’t know 
whether their own feelings are true 
or make-believe. 

Play starts with a gruesome jeal- 
ousy and strangulation scene be- 
tween husband and wife, but when 
he’s on the point of choking the 
breath out of her we find out that 
it’s only the great actor-couple re- 
hearsing the final scene of their new 
play. They’ve been acting hundreds 
of pairs of lovers on the stage and 
are devoted husband and wife in 
private life, but not as devoted as 
the gossip columnists make them out 
to be. 
| Maria is having an affair with 
Stephen, author of the new play, and 
is about to run away to Hollywood 
with him, when Peter is aroused to 
real jealousy this time—composed of 
professional jealousy as well as sex 
elements—and works himself into 
a towering rage, and unconsciously 
repeats the strangulation scene of 
the play almost word for word. 

Nevertheless, his version of back- 
stage gossip is very entertaining and 
provides brilliant parts for a couple 
of sophisticated artists. Maria Mezey 
is certainly that, but she slightly 
overplays the part, acting incessantly 
and being a bundle of nerves all the 
time. Pager is far more natural and 
convincing. This has possibilities 
abroad. Jacobi. 





ered together by Eddie Dowling, 
with Jessica Tandy, young English 
actress, outstanding as Nora. An- 
other importation, Liam Redmond, is 
fine as Nora’s schoolmaster-sweet- 
heart, and Whitford Kane is admir- 
able as the old Canon. George Cou- 
louris, generally an admirable actor, 
puts rather too much emphasis on 
the militancy rather than the ascet- 
ism of Shaughnessy, but that may be 
partly the author’s fairly long (11:10 





o’clock) curtain. However, play 
never seems dull. Waters. 


| 





Plays on Broadway 





WINDOW SHOPPING 


Farce comedy in three acts, presented at 
the Longacre Dec. 22, '38, by Thomas Kil- 
patrick; written by Louis E. Shecter and 
Norman Ciark; staged by Arthur Sircom; 
George Sidney and Gerta Rozan featured, 
$3.30 top. 


Jack Garfleld..cccccsscvcsees Philip Huston 
BOCTORATY « ccccccccsccceectesen Patricia Rice 
Janet DitGR..sccccecvesssessccees Ruth Lee 
Ned KOrm. .ccccccccccecetecs Richard Taber 
Br. Talbot... cccecsctisovcsr George Spaulding 
Mies Miller.cc.ccccecccccsseccces Jean Mann 
Mp. PisOG . cidccccivccess Mortimer Weldon 
Misa Doolittle. ..cccccsccceesed Alice Fleming 
Mra. SROGETABS << cones ccceee tis Ruth Conley 
Mr. SiMpMson....cccccccess Franklyn George 
ey, ge) errr ere Gerta Rozan 
PUMP OR. vcvacticocseocvccetcesecg een. aa 
eerman Gaerhelé..«cccccsccetes George Sidney 
PROCOGTARRE? . «ic cccececsies George Spelvin 
Molly Moran........-«e:s asneaed Ann Thomas 
FORCING sé tae cceccqneeceeureeens Edith Leslie 
Inspector Kenny......#..se4. W. J. Hackett 
DERCEON  ccccscecvecdescceerse William Foran 
ee EE ree EEN Se Phil Sheridan 
ROSE eh edesccceantvneeeus William Morgan 
Mrs. Stansbury....c.cccese Ethel Strickland 
SUGEO POURS csccescceces Donald MacKenzie 





It would have been a perfect spot 
for a new laugh show just as the 
year-end holidays were about to 
debut. But unfortunately ‘Window 
Shopping’ cannot fill that spot. Gig- 
gles are few, and it was rather clear- 
ly indicated that the possibilities are 
slim. 

Understandable why those inter- 
ested in ‘Window Shopping’ labored 
with the play after a disappointing 
tryout some weeks ago. It certainly 
neld the attention of George Sidney 
who has been on the Coast after 
‘Welcome Stranger’ and ‘The Kib- 
bitzer.” The authors, one a Balti- 
more newspaperman, thought they 
had something, byt the writing is 
anything but sparkling and what 
they assumed to be comic, turns out 
to Ven mostly non-registering mate- 
rial, 

Coupled with Sidney in the fea- 
ture assignments is Gerta Rozan, of 
Vienna, who came over to appear 
in the Yiddish ‘Brothers Ashkenazi’ 
last season. She now appears as a 
pretty refugee, fearing deportation 
and assuming the title of countess. 
This is her first part in English. 

Locale of the play is the depart- 
ment store of Herman Garfield. 
Business has been bad, especially 
during his illness. The son, Jack, of 
Harvard, and Janet Dixon, spark- 
plug of the office, have installed in- 
novations to attract attention, in- 
cluding theatrical stunts. But no go. 
_ Along comes the refugee and the 
idea merges to have her live in one 
of the store’s windows, using various 


| accessories and holding the window 
| shoppers by disrobing and going to 


| bed each night. 





Trouble arrives as 
the demonstrators’ union objects to 
the stunt. Then the burlesque ar- 
tists’ association delegate claims the 
girl is doing a strip tease and shouid 
belong. So also the stage hands’ 
union, in addition to which there is 
a near-federal agent who would de- 
tain the stranger. There are other 
characters, some of whom _ stymie 
the action rather than add comic 
complications, 

Finally when it seems she is about 
to be involved with immigration au- 
thorities, the refugee and Jack are 
married, taking the vows in the 
store window. 

Director attempted to keep the 
performance at farce tempo, but that 
task apparently was too difficult an 
assignment for at least some of the 
players. A hospital scene, during 
which some of the styles were sup- 
poses to have been shown to the 

oss, fell down badly. Productively 
the show is okay. Rolling platforms 
are used for the scene changes. 

Sidney’s performance does not 
seem to measure up to his prior 
work. Miss Rozan is a good cheiee 
as the Viennese; Ruth Lee, okay as 
the competent office head; -Philip 
Huston, fair as the juvenile: Rich- 
ard Taber gets something as a vaude 
hoofer turned floor-walker. Solly 
Ward suddenly left the cast, but it 
was a bit as indicated by William 
Foran who replaced. There is a 
George Spelvin in the cast list for 
luck. Ibee. 


OUTWARD BOUND 


(REVIVAL) 

Drama in three acts (four scenes) by Sut- 
ton Vane; directed by Otto 1. Preminger; 
setting by Watson Barratt; presented by 
Playhouse Co.; at Plavhouse, N. Y., Dec. 
22, ‘38. $3.30 top ($4.40 openings). 
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This Sutton Vane drama was first 
presented by William Harris, Jr., at 
the Ritz, N. Y., Jan 7, 1924. Cast in- 
cluded Leslie Howard, Alfred Lunt, 
Dudley Digges, Margalo Gillmore, 
Eugene Powers, J. M. Kerrigan, Char- 
lotte Granville, Beryl Mercer and 
Lyonel Watts. Although it’s mean- 
ing seems clear enough now, it 
proved somewhat puzzling to play- 
goers then. However, it was reason- 
ably successful, having a run of 112 
performances. It was later filmed 
by Warners. 

Present engagement is presented 
by the Playhouse Co., of which Rob- 
inson Smith, Bramwell Fletcher and 
William A. Brady (who operates the 
Playhouse) are reported partners. 
Smith is rated as ~ *'ng director, 





while Jean E. Rodney is production 
director. Otto L. Preminger staged 
the revival. 

Despite its age and misty senti. 
mentality, ‘Outward Bound’ holds up 
surprisingly well in the face of the 
modern trend of realistic drama. 
There appear to have been several 
slight changes in the dialog to bring 
it up to date, but in general it is just 
as it was originally. In any case, the 
revival appears a definite click. 

Drama is_ extraordinarly well 
played in this production. Premin- 
ger’s direction is keen and deft. Out- 
standing performance is given by 
Laurette Taylor as the kindly old 
scrubwoman, Mrs. Midgit. Her play- 
ing is an inspired blend of gentle- 
ness, sympathy and sure character 
drawing. 

Florence Reed is witty and persus.- 
sive as the brittle snob, Mrs. Clive- 
don-Banks, although she is some- 
times too consciously theatrical. 
Bramwell Fletcher, in the long part 
of the young souse, gives one of his 
best performances to date, while Vin- 
cent Price catches the varied moods 
of the youthful minister. Louis Hec- 
tor is a properly pompous business 
man, and Thomas Chalmers plays the 
‘examiner’ with admirable simplicity. 

Morgan Farley is correctly color- 
less as the barman, but Helen Chand- 
ler (who played the part in the pic- 
ture) seems artificial in the single 
good scene of the tragic young girl. 
Alexander Kirkland muffs the part 
of her intense lover by posturing and 
stilted facial expressions. Hobe, 


YIDDISH PLAY 
WHO IS WHO 


Drama in three acts (3 scenes) by H. 


Leivick; presented by the Yiddish Art 
Players; produced by Maurice Schwariz; 
staged by Schwartz; stars Schwartz; fea- 


tures Miriam Riselle, Samuel Goldenburg 
and Jacob Ben-Ami; settings, Samuel Leve; 
music, Sholom Secunda; at Yiddish Art, 


N. Y., Dec. 23, °38. $2.75 top. 
Professor Alexander Shelling......... 
Maurice Schwarts 
BEMET 6 6 dine ecd een cesesevseeses Genia Schlitt 
LIBR DOtR. ccccoccssscsesdses Miriam Riselle 
CAMAWIE. c cccccccewecccvcceseses v.vee Scooler 
Se MD cies ge ahthec tod duane er Isidore Casher 
Herman Shacht.........Samuel Goldenburg 
AGa BAMUGM. ccrsccccoes Judith Abarbanell 
EMD. BONG c 0 os cvicvsctecvca David Popper 
SEO TOVAGD. 2 0000 decoaedes Jacob Ben-Ami 
SEs cecdsicesnedseseededs Sonia Gurskyia 
Secretary to Judge Evans. Reuben Wendorf 
REPOST ccc cccscessccecese Arthur Winters 





H. Leivick—no one seems to know 
what the initial stands for—has sunk 
his teeth into the Nazi persecutions 
and emerged with a very capable 
Yiddish drama. ‘Who Is Who’ is a 
portrayal of American-Jewish life. 
It may have been written for the 
Yiddish stage, but the implications 
of Leivick’s message carry also to 
world democracies. ‘Who Is Who’ is 
actually a purposeful play in any 
language. Maurice Schwartz's splen- 
did group, the Yiddish Art Players, 
now in their 19th year, are carrying 
the mail, as it were, and doing it 
with a far greater eloquence than 
employed in their first play of the 
season, “Three Cities.’ 

The author has shown astute- 
ness in moulding his characters. His 
Professor Shelling, a refugee teach- 
ing in an American university, is 
ever-dominating. Professor Shelling 
has for years nurtured a heart-rack- 
ing secret. He is a Jew. For years 
he had kept that secret from every- 
one, even to rearing his motherless 
son and daughter as Christians, so 
that they would be saved from pos- 
sible Jewish persecution. 

But when Herman Schacht, a 
journalist compiling a list of ‘Who's 
Who’ for a volume, invades the sanc- 
tum of Professor Shelling’s Connec- 
ticut home, and in his summation of 
the professor’s achievements, reveals 
that he’s a Jew, the latter is taken 
aback. His secret is out. His 
entreaties and even the resources of 
the courts are insufficient to keep 
his secret from the volume. His 
good Christian friend, Judge Evans, 
would have him know that this is a 
free country and as such there is 
nothing to retard the truth. P 

Schwartz contributes one of his 
best performances as Professor Shel- 
ling. There are times when the role, 
in other hands, would have been 
submerged by the sheer weight of 
the dialog but under Schwartz's con- 
trol it takes on added significance. 

There have been few Yiddish ac- 
tresses with the beauty and poignant 
emotionalism of Miriam _Riselle, as 
the crippled daughter. Miss Riselle 
is a mere slip of a miss but she por- 
trays her role solidly and assuredly. 
Samuel Goldenburg and Jacob Ben- 
Ami are excellent, too, among the 
splendid cast, as the journalist and 
Judge Evans, respectively. Genia 
Schlitt, Zvee Scooler, Isadore Casher 
and Judith Abarbanell also do well. 

Schwartz staged excellently and 
Samuel Leve’s settings are beyond 
reproach. 


MAURICE TOPS ‘SEJANUS’ 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Victor Maurice gets the top role 
in Lucien Henri’s production of the 
legit play, ‘Sejanus,’ opening at the 
Biltmore Jan. 9. 

Bruce Lane, George Wolcott and 
Barbara Denny have been added to 
the cast. 
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Wednesday, December 28, 


See B’klyn Eagle Row Settled 
Conferences between. management 
of Brooklyn (N, Y.) Eagle and 
Newspaper Guild point to settlement 
of differences which last week 
threatened to halt publication of the 


daily. Likelihood is that publisher 


will win his point and dismiss 
around 15% of the editorial and 
business staffs. . 
Publisher’s claim is that the daily 
is greatly overmanned. He asked 


‘the Guild to accept either a 20% re- 


duction in staff or salaries. Under- 


‘stood Guild has conceded staff is too 


heavy, but has balked on 20% re- 
duction. Expected that Guild will 
agree to perhaps as much as 15% of 
the editorial and business force go- 
ing, with ratification due tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 





Real’s Necessary Expansion 


Activities of the Real Book Co. are 
currently divided between the Wool- 
worth building and the Barbizon- 
Plaza hotel, New York, as a result of 
the firm having been caught with a 
near best-seller on its hands. Book 
is ‘If I Were a Jew,’ by N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice William Har- 
man Black. 

Specialized publishing house, in 
the Woolworth building for over 15 
years, figured the Justice Black 
volume another one of those things. 
But pre-publication response was 
such that additional publishing space 
had to be procured in a hurry. With 
the result that a suite was engaged 
at the hotel and the book will be 
published out of there under the 
Real imprint, although the concern’s 
other activities continue downtown. 

Milton J. Freedman is in charge of 
the special book publishing branch 
at the hotel. 





Getia Believe It Now 

Legend that the working news- 
paperman rarely, if ever, gets around 
to writing ‘that book’ proved a gross 
canard in a survey undertaken by 
the journalism department of Notre 
Danie University. Country’s metro- 
politan newspapers showed unusually 
large number of authors. 

Leading all other metropolitan 
dailies in book writers is the Chicago 
Daily News, with 23. N. Y. Daily 
News second, with 16, and Detroit 
News third, with 14. 

Survey, which also queried 149 
leading authors, showed more than 
half had had previous newspaper ex- 
perience. 





Hersey Edits Pulp Chain 

Harold Hersey, for years a leading 
pulp mag publisher and editor, re- 
turns to the industry as editor of 
what will be a string of 10 or 12 
periodicals to be published by a new 
organization, Fact Magazines. 

Starter is to be Fact Detective 
Magazine, publication of factual de- 
tective stuff, to appear next month. 
Each of the others will be on a dif- 
ferent subject, but will operate on 
the same factual principle. All ma- 
terial must be accompanied by docu- 
mentary proof of veracity. 

Head of Fact Magazines is Harry 
Donnenfeld, who has a number of 
other publishing properties. 





Huddle on Top Stories 

Prize story awards committee of 
the N. Y. Newspaper Women’s Club 
is now engaged in selecting four out- 
standing pieces written by the sob- 
bies of the metropolis during the past 
year. Selections will earn for their 
writers $100 each in cash, awards to 
be made at the club’s Front Page 
Ball at the Waldorf, N.Y., Feb. 10. 

Chairman of the committee is 
Kathleen McLaughlin. Other se- 
lectors are Miriam Lundy, the club’s 
prez; Ruth Reynolds, Dorothy Dun- 
bar Bromley, Emma Bugbee, Jean 
Lyon, Sally MacDougall, Loretta 
Miller and Mary Elizabeth Plummer. 





Events in the Black 
. Completion of second year of pub- 
lication finds Events, the monthly re- 


view of world affairs, just about out | 
of the red. Spencer Brodney, for- | 


mer New York Times man, its edi- 
tor and publisher, originally esti- 
mated it would be three years before 
the periodical would go into the 
black. 

Brodney edited Current History 
before starting Events. Undertook 
his own mag when N. Y. Times Pub- 


lishing Co. disposed of Current His- | 


tory. Authority on world affairs, 
Brodney was on the Times editorial 
Staff before late Adolph Ochs, Times 


Publisher, placed him in the Current | 


History editor’s chair. 





N. Mex. Authors’ Co-op 
Group of scribblers wintering in 
ew Mexico have formed a co-op- 
erative publishing organization 
under the name of the New Mexico 
Writers’ Guild. Plan. is to. publish 
@ variety of fiction, poetry and arti- 

©s by members in a sort of com- 


1938 


bined book-mag form, Each volume 
will contain e single work and will 
be complete in itself, but the num- 
bers will be on a sort of mag con- 
tinuity basis. 

Headquarters of the New Mexico 
Writers’ Guild have been established 
in Santa Fe, 





‘The Stars Say——’ 


Current hot mag subject is 
astrology, mysticism and the like, 
with a number of new periodicals on 
that topic in the making or just out. 
Ascribed to the reputed big rise in 
the popularity of astrology. 

Besides the many new mags on 
astrology, there are also a number of 
new annuals on the subject. These 
cabalistic pubs in particular are big 
sellers, since they give a year’s read- 
ing at a throw. Number of mags 
on astrology and mysticism now out 
exeeeds a dozen, with perhaps halt 
that many annuals on the same sub- 
ject. 





Nast’s New Mag? 


Although repeatedly denied by 
Conde Nast that he contemplates a 
new mag, special staff at the Nast 
offices is reported readying new 
class film mag with emphasis on 
Hollywood femme fashions. Alice 
Thompson said to be editing, and, 
although title for the periodical not 








Florabel Muir, Take a Bow 

Anonymous coverer of the Col. 
Gimp-Ruth Etting trial for the New 
York Daily News was Floribel Muir, 
former Hollywood columnist for the 
News-Chi Trib syndicate. Newsmen 
watching the accounts to the N. Y. 
News realized that whoever was 
covering the trial] for the tab was 
Broadway-wise to the Gimp. 

Many of Miss Muir’s kidding 
phrases were fine bits of reporting 
and evidenced a showmanship slant 
on the principals. 


Garmise Quits Scribner’s 


Bert Garmise, associated with Har- 
lan Logan in the publication of 
Scribner’s Magazine, has severed his 
connection with the periodical to 
publish his own mag. Has plans for 
a new class monthly, but withhold- 
ing nature of the publication, title 
and associations until ready to start. 

Garmise was sec of Harlan Logan 
Associates, publisher of Scribner’s, 
and had charge of the mag’s circu- 
lation. 





Continue Atlantic’s Offshoot 


The Atlantic Presents » which 
the Atlantic Monthly put out, recent- 
ly as a one-shot offshoot, is to be 
continued along with policy of pre- 
senting varied aspects of a single 
subject in each issue. Next issue, 








yet selected, an advertising force is | now in preparation, is to be sub- 


said to be already at work. 

Similar mag, the Hollywood 
Woman, began publication a few 
months ago, also in New York, 
jointly edited in New York and in 
the film capital. 





NEW PERIODICALS 


Man and His Sports, claimed by 
its sponsors as the most elaborate 
mag printing job in America, is in 
the making. Initial issue to appear 
in May. Publication will be quar- 
terly. Hal A. Salzman publisher, 
with Michael A. Weiss, formerly of 
Esquire and feature editor of the 


Washington, D. C., Times-Herald, 
managing editor. Periodical will 
carry piétes by topnotch sports 


names only, with first issue to con- 
tain articles by Bob Considine, Jim 
Tully, Vincent Richards, Jack 
Kofoed, Johnny Weissmuller, Jack 
Dempsey, Bill Corum, Walter Hagen, 
Ralph Guldahl, Sammy Baugh, Law- 
son Robertson, Weiss, and possibly 
Joe Di Maggio. 

Movie Digest, pocket-sized digest 
mag, is first periodical published in 
Canada to make a play for American 
readers. While many American 
mags go into Canada, no periodical 
from across the border has ever at- 
tempted to buck the terrif competi- 
tion here. Digest, exactly what its 
title implies, will have reprints of 
the best pieces on films and their 
makers. Editorial offices in Toronto, 
with American branch editorial of- 
fice in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. To sell for 
25c on either side of the border. 
Roly Young the editor. 

The Americas, mag to make its 
bow next month, is being published 
in Los Angeles by the Mayan Co. 
Will circulate in the U. S. and 21 
Latin American countries, covering 
events of interest to both continents. 
Not to be confused with a similar 
new mag, Three Americas, to be 
published in N. Y. by Rudolf Mat- 
tesic. Three Americas originally 
slated to be called Americas inci- 
dentally. 

Your Personality will be preemed 
by Wilfred J. Funk and Douglas 
Lurton next month. Will be similar 
in format to pair’s other monthly, 
Your Life, which, though of general 
digest mag size, is not a digest. Per- 
sonality, too, will carry original 
pieces. Funk otherwise head of the 
book firm of Funk & Wagnalls. Lur- 
ton was with the old Literary Di- 
gest. 

Jungle Stories, pulp quarterly, has 
been added to the rapidly-increasing 
string of Fiction House mags. To 
specialize in tales of the Africa of a 
past day, from melodramatic stories 
to chillers. : 
tion House pubs, Malcolm Reiss is 





| editing. 

| $wedam, monihly mag, 
| better American-Swedish 
Title a combination of the first 
| syllables of Sweden and America. 
Issued in N. Y. by the Swedam Pub- 
lishing Co. Eric Sylvan editor. 
Jerusalem Radio, a magazine, has 
| been given the concession to operate 
by the government, to Paul Boro- 
_scheck, German emigre. Weekly is 
edited by Harry Zinder, American 
freelancer. 

Go, sub-titled The Magazine of 
Washington Life, will debut shortly 
after the first of the year as a sort 
of New Yorker of the national 
capital. Norman Hagen publishing 
fortnightly. 

Manhattan, eight-page weekly tab 
covering all fields of N. Y. entertain- 
ment and gossip, preems Jan. 4, 


aimed to 
relations. 


| 





| titled ‘Labor’s Stake in the Ameri- 


can Way.’ 

Although the Atlantic Monthly is 
oublished from Boston, The Atlantic 
Presents will be issued from 
New York. 








Cue’s New Subsid 


Cue, guide to N. Y. entertainments, 
has acquired Jersey Life, northern 
New Jersey weekly mag, which is 
to be merged with Cue, with the 
name to become a Cue departmental 
head. 

David H. Hedley, Jersey Life pub- 
lisher, goes along with the pur- 
chase. Will handle for Cue territory 
formerly covered by his weekly. 





Pic Mags Dwindling 
Seen inevitable following the first 





As with the other Fic- | 


gold rush, picture mags are dwind- 
ling. Focus is latest to pass out, fol- 
lowing the demise of See. Photo 
History went earlier, 
gone bi-monthly. 

Giants stand stalwartly, however. 
Life and Look have no complaints, 
and Click and Pic also giving good 
accounts of themselves. 





CHATTER 


Herbert Agar goes to London next 
month. 

Margaret Lane has done a biog of 
Edgar Wallace. 

Evelyn Starre, the shortstory scrib- 
bler, doing a play. 

James T. Farrell has made the 
British Who’s Who. 

Hans Otto Storm finishing up his 
new novel in Peru. 

Jonathan Latimer has a Para- 
mount writing chore. 

Charles Hanson Towne will have 
@ new novel out soon, 

Lawrence Lee the new ed of the 
Virginia Quarterly Review. 

Upton Sinclair has switched pub- 
lishers, going to Vanguard. 

Arthur Kurlan has quit as exec 
editor of Voyager Magazine. 

Alice Kauser, the agent, finally 
over a long siege of the grippe. 

Charles Hoffman sold ‘My Won- 
dering Boy’ to Good Housekeeping. 

Edward McV. Blanner taking in 
the fights to gain color for a prize 
novel. 

Satevepost changes its publication 
day from Tuesday to Wednesday, 
Jan. 7. 

Maxine Davis staying with the 
|Carl Brandts since her return from 
| abroad. 

J. C. Johnsen has been named as 
iv.p. and editor of the Kansas City 
| Journal. 

Plans for Peter Arno to publish 
a magazine are cold—at least for the 
‘time being. 

Canadian book firm, 
House, has set up an American 
|} branch in N.Y. 
| J. E. Burr has halted his publish- 
ling activities for hibernation in 
| Montclair, N. J. 

Cecil B. DeMille wrote a chapter 
on films for new edition of Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica. 

Pearl Gray working out a new 
publishing project which she'll call 
Gray Publications. 

Collier's bought “Wages of Inno- 
| cence,’ 
| Leonard Neubauer. 
| Pittsburgh Post-Gazette has added 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.’s, daily 
‘Going Places’ column. 





And Peek has | 


Clenray | 
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form a feature syndicate. 

Sammy Fuller’s new book, ‘Make 
Up and Kiss,’ hit the stalls under the 
imprint of Godwin Publishers. 

John S. Martin, one of Time's edi- 
tors, has written his first novel. 
Simon & Schuster will publish. 

Ahnual award of the Book Clinic 
‘for consistent excellence in book 
design’ goes to Random House this 
year. 

A. Hamilton Gibbs in from Massa- 
chusetts and will winter in N.Y. in- 
stead of going abroad as per his 
custom. 

Erskine Caldwell about three- 
fourths through a book of European 
vignettes. Will contain photos by 
Margaret Bourke-White. 


Antoine de St. Exupery, who wrote 
‘Night Flight,’ finishing another book, 


which Ann Eimo has already sold} 


to Reynal & Hitchcock. 


C. Raymond Everitt, of Little 
Brown, sailed Monday (26) on the 
Normandie to look in on some of 


the firm’s scribblers abroad. 


Harper’s has received Ruth St. 
Denis’ autobiog. Skedded for March 
publication under the title of ‘Ruth 
St. Denis, an Unfinished Life.’ 

Horace E. Kramer has delivered 
the manuscript of his first novel to 
Lippincott. ‘Marginal Land’ is 
skedded for spring publication. 

Domino Press, book publishing 
house operated for some years in 
Paris by Esther Averill, has been 


|moved by her to New York. 


At 31, Delphine du Maurier has 
five novels and two biogs to her 
credit. Her newest novel, ’Rebecca,’ 
is the No. 1 best seller just now. 


‘Manual of New York’ with Double- 
day, Doran, for spring publication. 

John L. Spivak doing a book on 
Hitler’s agents outside the Reich. 
Modern Age Books will issue it un- 
der the title of ‘Uiler’s Fifth Col- 
umn.’ 

Karl Krug, stage-screen critic and 
nitery columnist for Pittsburgh Sun- 
Telegraph, celebrating 20th anniver- 
sary as Pitt newspaperman this 
month, 

Carlota, the British poetess, here in 
advance of the publication of her 
new book of verse by Putman’s. In 
private life she’s Mrs. Louis Oppen- 
heimer. 

Claude Bragdon’s ‘The Beautiful 
Necessity,’ which Knopf will reissue, 
originally published by Bragdon, 


before the war. 

Wilfred J. Funk’s ‘When the 
Merry-Go-Round Breaks Down,’ go- 
ing into a second edition. Funk one 


writes them, too. 

Elizabeth Marion, 21- year - old 
clerk on WPA in Spokane, has sold 
her first novel, ‘The Shadows Gather 
Round Me,’ to Thomas Y. Crowell 
for April publication. 

Paul Michelson to A.P. division 
headquarters in Kansas City as di- 
rector of news. New director comes 
from sports department, where he’d 
been last eight years. 

Jimmie Fidler’s contract as Holly- 
wood columnist for the McNaught 
Syndicate was renewed for 10 years, 
His daily pillar appears in 116 Mc- 
Naught-serviced papers. 

Bo Strable, Swedish  scribbier, 
here to do a book in his native lan- 
guage on New York. He’s already 
done two on Paris. Bo not a nick- 
name, but a given name. 

Sam Lowe, head of Whitman Pub- 
lishing Co., closed a deal with Walt 
Disney for the publication of ‘Don- 
ald’s Golf Game’ and ‘The Barnyard 
Symphony’ in book form. 


the Chicago Journal of Commerce, 
and whose new novel, ‘It’s Not My 
Problem,’ is just out, elected prez of 
the Society of Midland Authors. 
New book publishing company in 
N.Y. has been formed by Everett H. 
Rupert, to be known as Ardsley 
Press, Publishers. Will issue various 
types of books, excluding fiction. 
This year’s top rating of Freder- 
ick C. Davis as a whodunit scrib- 
bler is a vindication for Mrs. Robert 
Thomas Hardy, who enthused over 
his mystery tales from the start. 
Virginia Faulkner’s ‘Friends and 
|Romans’ to get another dramatiza- 
tion. Robert Morley, the current 
| ‘Oscar Wilde’ and sometime play- 
wright, will do the new stage ver- 
sion. 
| J. Stewart Hunter, former editor 
,of Bulletin-Index, Pittsburgh class 
| weekly, and now instructor in Eng- 





ireviews for the 
Press in that city. 
| Edward Hunter, who had been do- 
jing mag pieces for a year in New 


Scripps-Howard 


Majer have quit Young America to 


Helen Worden, of the New York | 
World Telegram, has placed her | 


himself with his own Manas Press | 


of the very few book publishers who | 


Kenneth Horan, literary editor of | 





Hetel Adeiphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Howard Woods Ore 

Lou Valero 

3 Harmonica Boys 

Helen Pammer 

M'rice & B Whalen 

Paul Gordon 

Rene de Jarnette 

Don Angelina Ure 

Hotel Philadelphia 

C Wolf Gis (6) 

| Jackie Beekman 

Kathleen May 

| Walton & Joanne 

Tony Harris 

| Girara Ream 

| Joe Frasetto Ore 

) Girard & Carol 
Latimer Club 
(Blue Room) 

Ann Rush 

Virginia Howard 

Barbara Bradley 

| Jeri Foster 

| Jonie’s Ba 

| Little Rathskeller 

Jack Grifie Ore 

Zorita 

Bob Carney 

Barry & Barclay 

Cleo Barr 

Julia Gerrity 
Jack Lynch’s 

Jeno Donath Ore 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

Barney Zeeman 

Mona Reed 

Mitzi Green 

|; Stroud 2 

| Raul & Eva Reyes 

Chilton & Thomas 

| Ann Kirwin 

} Helene Heath 

| Chas Smith 

|} Jimmy Biake 

| J Lynch Gis (17) 
Parrish Cafe 

Flo Gross 

Marion Aiken 

Johnny Holmes Ore 

Vernon Guy 

Ann Fisher 

Kitty Murray 

Bebe Fitzgerald 

Janet Waters 











Rendezvous 
| Adorables (6) 
George Scotti 
Chet Fennis Ore 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Johnny Walsh 
South & Lane 
Nanette 
Marrone & Gallo 
Patsy Shaw 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Rita & Rubin 
Alpinettes 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 





Avalon . 
Hy Barron Ore 
Jack Ruseell 
Jess Abarbanell 
Bob Marchand 
Cedar Gardens 
| Madeline Jackson 
Susie Brown 
Monette Moore 
Sn’kes-Hips Pet’rs’n 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Chateau 
| Pete Geraci Ore 
Jay Jason 
|} Al Gayle 
| Gayle Gaylord 
Peltz & James 
Eight O'Clock Club 
Bill Miller Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Cliff Winehill 
Dagmar 
Lillian Barnes 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
TeTaylor 
Philomena Ranello 
Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
Billy Bugbee 
Bill Loehman 
Hatton's Club 
Phil Heikell 
Sherry Martin 
Rose- Marie 





Hughie Morton Ore 

Arlington Lodge 
Joe Raveil Ore 
Laverne Kidd 
Jack Keller 


Balconades 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Green's 
Ray Herbeck Ore 

Kirby Brooks 
Top-Hatters 
Johnny Duffy 
Club Petite 
4 Comiques 
Ted Blake 
Donna Gleiser 
2 Johnsons 
Pete Evans 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Eddie Peyton's 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Eddie Peyton 
Mike Peyton 
| Louise Carroll 





Harlem Casino 
| Sherdina Walker Or 
| George Gould 

Rose Morgan 

| Billy Knight 

| Willie Williams 
Pedro & Dolores 
Dorice Bradley 
Harlemettes (8) 
Larry Steele 


by Leonard Levinson and list at Pitt University, is doing book | 02zie Diai 


Hotel Henry 
Nita Normen 
| Townsmen 
| Hotel Roosevelt 
Lowe & Kissinger 


| Robert Deardorff has joined the | York, after 17 years as a foreign | sa /h°tel Schemley 


Walton Orc 


publicity staff of Prentice-Hall, the correspondent and editor, off for Art Giles 


| book publishing house. 
Louis A. Langreich and Frederic 


| Europe and the Red Sea region as 


/a roving correspondent. ‘ 


| Hotel William Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Jackie Heller Ore 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 40) 





Paul Mall 
Irving Braslow Ore 


Sliver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 

Alice Lucey 
Burns & Swanson 
George Reed 

Sky Top Club 
Murray Parker 
Norma Mitchell 
Paul Rich 
Margie Smith 
J & Adele Martin 
Dec Dougherty Ore 
Jutkin’s Rathskelier 
Ryan Sis 
Peggy Martin 
Casper & Roth 
Frances Carroll 
Jay Jerome Orc 
Frank Ponti 


20th Century 


Harold Beswick 
Leon Prima Orc 
Viking Cafe 
Ou Conred 
Walton Sis 
Doris Fields 
Grace O’ Hara 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Village Barna 
Dolores O'Neill 
C &C Joy 
Edna Thompson 
Eadie Lang 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Teddy Oliver Ore 


Weber's Hof Brag 
(Camden) 


Karl & Gretchen 

Bavarians 

Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Ray Miller 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Herbert Dexter 

Irene St Clair 

Hicks from Sticks § 

Prince & P’s Ce 

Rose Graham 

Su-Foo 

Golden Co 

Jackie Moss 

J & T Shellenh’mer 
Yacht Club 

Kitty Helmling Ore 

Jimmy Bailey 

Niki Nickoli 

Dottie Sacco 

Bill Bauersfield 

Judy Cummings 

Ruth Kaye 





Patricia Robinson 
Roberta Ramsey 


CLEVELAND 


Shirley Handler 
Bee Sarche 


Hotel Cleveland 
Manny Landers Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Jules DeVorson 
Jack Webb 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Orc 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Terry Lawlor 
Billy Rayes 
Pancho & Dolores 
Romany 3 

Hotel Statler 
Geo Hamilton Ore 
Pollard & Costello 
Lindsay’s Sky-Clab 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlit 
Pearl De Lucca 


Lyndhurst Cl 
Lee Allen Orc 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jacques Pollack Or 

Ted & Mary Taft 

Orpha Towl 
Nancy Day 
Burns & King 
Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 
Southern Tavern 
Paul Burton Ore 
Don Kaye 
Nick Bontemps 


Ubangi Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Poison Gardner 


Hanna Grill Bessie Brown 
Gypsy Lee Sonny Carr 
PITTSBURGH 
Anchorage Lovanne Hogan 


(Continental Bar) 
Larry Murphy 4 


(Grill) 
Bavarians 
Italian 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Debold 2 
Ted Meredith 


New Penn 
Ken Francis Ore 
Michael Strange 
Weston Sis 


Nixon Cafe 
Fran Eichler Ore 
Bob Carter 
Angelo Di Palma 
Mayfair Gis (6) 
Melford 3 
Hi Montgomery 
Mahon & Rucker 


Nut House 
Joe Klein 
Boogy-Woogy 
Harry Nosokoff 
Cher Clark 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 


Plaza Cafe 


Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 
Lenore Rika 

Burt Layton 

4 Flirts 

Billy Cover 


Riviera 
Joe Berlek Ore 


Show Boat 


Al Marsico Ore 
Jackie Jenkins 
Evelyn Lee Gis 
Kay Marie Baird 


Webster Hall 
Buzzy Kountz Ore 
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Broadway 





P | 
Capitol, Melbourne, prior to further 


Par bills, 
Allan Doone presented ‘Molly 
Bawn’ in Melbourne for short pre- 


Vincent G. Hart, of the Hays office,| Yuletide run. 


to the Coast, 


Cinesound will premiere ‘Mr. 


Jane Bryan due back from the|Chedworth Steps Out’ next month 


Coast early next week. 

Lynn Farnol to Charleston, S. C. 
for a rest. Returns Jan. 2. 

Helen Hayes will receive honorary 
degree at Hamilton College, Jan. 15. 

Louis Dreyfus back to London 
Monday (26) after a 14-week stay 
here. 

Bob Reinhart broke in his new 
magic act last week at Firenze res- 
taurant. 


Treasurers Club having open 
house each afternoon this week at 
its office. 

Ernest K. Gann out of Vinton 
Freedley’s office, Ralph MKravette 
taking over. : 

Mrs. Herman Bernie wintering 


With the Nat Deveriches (Seiznick 
agency) on the Coast. 

Florence Marston back on the job 
as eastern rep of the Screen Actors 
Guild after recent illness. 

Post-Jan. 1 gag is the walk-a-line 
contest at the Sherry-Netherland, 
with prizes to the steadiest. 

Al Altman, talent executive in the 
east for Metro, went to his home in 
New England for the holidays. 

Walter Woolf King precedes Eddie 
Cantor to the Coast by two weeks, 
leaving on a film commitment. 

Will Rockwell, owner of Mammy’s 
Chicken Farm on 52nd street, may 
do a comeback into the music biz. 

Auguring well for the Florida sea- 
son were the sellout reservations in 
Miami Beach for the holiday exodus. 

Roberta Becker, of the Maurice 
Evans office, to Boston, where her 
mother is recovering from a throat 
operation, 

The Jimmy Graingers holidaying 
with their son, Edmund, producer at 
Universal. Return east immediately 
after the first. 

Luise Squire (Harry Lang and 
Squire) running an eatery as a side- 
line in Hollywood, besides picture 
and radio work. 

Ernie Holst and his El Morocco 
pranksters presented the chef with 
a bride’s primer on ‘how to cook in 
10 easy lessons.’ 

Two guys, standing on the corner, 
were discussing New Year’s eve. 
‘I'm going to augment my orchestra 
to six pieces,’ said one. 

New York to Hollywood phone 
callers over the holiday weekend 
found three to five-hour delays due 
to heavy seasonal greetings traffic. 

Vic Shapiro back in the p.a. biz 
to handle picture, commercial and 
industrial accounts. He left for the 
Coast Monday (26) to open offices in 
Hollywood. 

Alec Templeton, blind English 
pianist, at the Rainbow Room, re- 
citals at Carnegie Hall Feb. 3 for 
the benefit of National Bureau of 
Blind Artists. 

Julian Fuhs has arrived from Eu- 
rope to direct Majestic theatre 
orchestra with start of Kurt 
Robitschek’s vaudeville policy Fri- 
dav (30). 

Benny Fields may play a New 
Year’s Eve one-nighter in Miami 
Beach, with fares to be paid both 
ways. Fields closed after seven 
weeks at Casa Manana. 

Herb Crooker, boss of Macfadden 
Publications’ N. Y. World’s Fair ex- 
hibit, plans to plane to the Coast in 
a few days to attend to details on a 
picture Macfadden will show at the 
Fair. 

Frank Norris, who wrote the 
*Killer-Diller’ piece on Benny Good- 
man for Satevepost, authored that 
two-page layout on Paul Whiteman 
in current Life. Norris is managing 
editor of Time. 

Artie Shaw was on a split-second 
schedule Sunday (25), completing his 
clarinet solo with Paul Whiteman at 
Carnegie Hall at 9:45 p. m .and dash- 
ing over to CBS for his Old Gold 
commerrial 15 minutes later. 

Mrs. Clifford C. Fischer to Miami 
for the winter while her husband 
tends to London and Paris show mat- 


ters. New International Casino show | “ 


ans tonight (Wednesday) with 
ts producer en route home. 

Employees of the Paramount kid- 
naped Bob Weitman’s auto and trad- 
ed it in for a new one, making the 
down payment, all as a_ surprise 
Christmas package for the theatre's 

Ss, 

Those weekly bridge sessions at 
Ben Bernie’s, with George S. Kauf- 
man, Max Gordon, Nate Spingold, 
Billy Rose, Fred Ahlert, Benny Davis 
and the ole maestro participating, 
now are attracting kibitzers just for 
the burn-up laffs. 

Billy Rose’s new Diamond Horse- 
shoe skipped its premiere dinner 
show Sunday (25) due to the Paul 
Whiteman concert at Carnegie, plus 
the usual Xmas day lassitude, de- 
flecting the usual first-nighters until 
the midnight frolic. 


. Sydney 


By Erie Gorrick 








‘The Women’ still major click in 
Melbourne. 

Hoyts opening a new house in 
Preston, Victoria. 

ANZT reported dickering to build 
new legit house in Sydney. 

Nickola, magician, clicked in Auck- 
land opening for the Fullers. 

Par has made a deal with 20th-Fox 
to spot ‘Three Blind Mice’ into its 


| over GUT chain. 


‘I Married an Angel’ looks a big 
\winner for Australian-New Zealand 
| Theatres in Melbourne ~ ‘ 

Acts playing for Hoyts include Will 
'Mahoney, Dick, with Don and 
|Dinah, and Johnny Bryant. . 
| Stuart F. Doyle said to be lining 
‘up special overseas attractions for 
| Australia and New Zealand. | 
| Dan Carroll still attempting to 
bring peace between exhibs and dis- 
tribs via Film Board of Trade 

Try will be made next year to stop 
nabe and stix exhibs from going 
heavily into the giveaway racket. 

{arry Howard, through the Fullers 
and others, preparing for South Af- 
rican tour of ‘Hollywood Hotel’ next 
June. 

After a good run in Melbourne for 
Tivoli, Larry Adier is the Yuietide 
lattraction in Sydney for same man- 

agement. ; 
| Understood 20th-Fox will erect 
\bigger offices in Sydney next year. 
City Fathers forcing 20th to quit 
| present location due to land deal. 
| Covent Garden Russian Ballet pre- 
|miered okay in Sydney for ANZT. 
\Costly lineup must pull capacity 
| throughout season to keep out of red. 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Al Myles, of Universal home 
office, a visitor. 

Knox Haddow, Paramount home- 
office rep, a visitor. 

Flu downed Harold B. Johnson, 
Universal branch manager.  —s_. 

Reno Wilk, state’s rights distribu- 
tor, enroute to Los Angeles to visit 
folks. 

New Happy Hour nite club, largest 
and most elaborate in Twin Cities, 
launched. . 

Don Conley in charge at Columbia 
during Hy Chapman’s vacation in 
Milwaukee. : 

Jerry Odlum, Paramount scenarist, 
in from Hollywood to spend holidays 
with parents. 

Arnold and George Crane, inde- 
pendent exhibitors, off to Florida 
for a fortnight. 

Bill Elson committee chairman: for 
Twin City Variety club’s children’s 
Christmas party. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, to remain in California until 
after first of year. 

Jay MacFarland, National Screen 
branch manager, invited all mem- 
bers to the Twin City Variety club 
to help him celebrate his birthday. 

Jack Schlaifer and Jack Goldhar, 
United Artists’ western division and 
district sales-managers, respectively, 
here to confer with J. J, Friedl on 
Paramount circuit deal. 

Abe Kaplan to be drafted as Twin 
City Variety club Dough Guy if he'll 
accept, Norwood Hall,_ recently 
elected, being found ineligible for 
office because of insufficient resident 
membership. 

Local film exchanges supplied pic- 
tures gratis for the Journal’s free 
Christmas show for underprivileged 
children at the Orpheum, with Man- 
ager Bill Sears of that house and 
Merle Potter, critic, in charge. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Sam Gould up and around again, 
but still has to use a cane. 

Playhouse may do an original re- 
vue by Vernon Crane in the spring. 

Sun-Tele drama ed Bill Lewis and 
the missus home from Florida vaca- 
tion. 

Beverly Stull back from nitery 
run in Washington to rest for few 


eeks. 
Variety Club has organized a bas- 
ketball team with Ray Downey in 
charge. 

Lela Moore off again on another 
world tour with her ‘Dance of 
Lovers.’ 

Mike Cullen’s mother here from 
Washington spend the holidays with 
friends. 

Postmaster Steve Bodkin hosting 
brother Tom Bodkin, here with 
‘Our Town.’ 

Town’s youngest maestro, Brad 
Hunt, celebrated 20th birthday yes- 
terday (27). 

Hal Davis and Gene Urban new 
board members of Local 60 Musi- 
cians Union. 

RKO presented Mabel Sessi with 
chest of silver upon her marriage to 
Ian Packman. 

Johnny Neill celebrated both 
birthday and first wedding anniver- 
sary over weekend. 

Manie Sachs coming in for Jackie 
Heller’s opening at William Penn 
hotel Saturday (31). 

Coast duties cancelled Director 
Sylvan Simon’s scheduled holiday 
visit with his mother. 

M-G district sales chief John J. 
Maloney speaking on films before 
flock of women’s clubs. 

Late Chester Wallace, 
Tech drama professor, 
of $10,000 to his sister. 
Joe Feldman’s parents in from 
New York to spend New Year’s with 
| Warners’ publicity chieftain, 


Carnegie 
left estate 





London 


Eddie Peabody to the Scala, Berlin, 
for February, with dates in Sweden 
to follow. 

‘They Walk Alone,’ Max Catto’s play 
tried out at the ‘Q’ theatre, goes into 
the Shaftesbury Jan. 21 for run, 

Charles Urry, brother of Len 
Urry, likely to join the Charles 
Tucker agency early in the year. 

John Sutro has joined the board 
|of Capad, newly formed film pro- 
| duction organization, which releases 








‘through Associated British Film. 
| Sam Joseph organizing charity 
| auction of books for German and 


| Austrian refugees. Books will be by 
living authors bearing their auto- 

| graphs. 

| Reports are ‘Magyar Melody,’ the 
rewritten ‘Paprika,’ was success in 
Manchester. It goes to Glasgow for 

|four weeks and then to His Majesty’s, 

| London. 


| ‘Gang’s All Here’ is title of Jack 
| Buchanan's new picture, which he’s 
| doing with Associated British Pic- 
| tures at Elstree, Thornton Freeland 
directing. 


Paramount trying to dispose of the 
Carlton theatre, as it figures the 
Plaza is enough for first runs in the 
West End. Will not let to opposition 
company. 


Cliff Whitley likely to return to 
West End musical production with 
version of Walter Hackett’s old 
American farce, ‘It Pays to Adver- 
tise,’ with Bobby Howes to head the 
cast. 

Noel Coward’s ‘Design for Living,’ 
never staged here, opens at Brighton 
for a week and comes to the Haymar- 
ket Jan. 25. Leads are Diana Wyn- 
yard, Rex Harrison and Anton Wal- 
brook. 


John Gielgud staging for charity 
Oscar Wilde’s comedy, ‘The Impor- 
tance of Being Earnest,’ at the Globe 
for eight matinees, from Jan. 31. 
Show has not been in the West End 
for 15 years. 


Henry Cotton getting many offers 
to play vaudeville after his Coliseum 
opening, but turning ’em all down 
due to commitment to go to America 
next month for series of exhibition 
golf matches. 


Metro’s deal for busines. offices to 
be moved from Tower street to 
Shaftesbury avenue, adjoining Sa- 
ville theatre, fell through. Now like- 
ly to accept accommodations in Lei- 
cester Square. 


Gaumont’s, Holloway, has arranged 
to change its policy from one feature 
and big-time vaudeville to double 
feature and medium-priced vaude, 
but suddenly decided to continue 
with original policy. 

Acts booked for African tour, sail- 
ing Feb. 2, are Dunan Sisters, Cookie 
Bowers, Chester Frederick and 
Gloria Day, Gipsy Nina, Maurice and 
May, and Hatten and Manners. First 
five are all Foster acts. 


Decca Record Co. is going through 
a capital reconstruction whereby its 
assets are reduced by $2,500,000. 
There’s also a modification of the re- 
demption rights of the holders of 
$1,250,000 of 6% debentures. 


has finally permitted Frances Day to 
double in cabaret from the Hippo- 
drome musical, ‘The Fleet’s Lit Up.’ 
Martinus Poulsen has booked her for 
the Cafe de Paris for four weeks, 
opening Jan. 9. 

‘French Without Tears’ closes at 
the Criterion Jan. 28, after run of 
two years and three months. Then 
goes to Golder’s Green and Streat- 
ham, week at each spot, and returns 
to the West End, opening at the Pic- 
cadilly at cheap prices. 

Criterion leased by Henry Sherek, 
prior to his departure for America, 
where he’s been conferring with 
Tommy Dugan and Ray Mayer, writ- 
ers of ‘New Faces’ (RKO), who have 
a revue which Sherek stages some 
time in February. Naunton Wayne 
and Calgary Bros. to star in latter. 





Rome 





Three Scalera Film productions on 
at Cine Citta’, 

Italia Vitaliani, once a legit star, 
dead at 72 in Milan. 

Hilda Hermat starring in new mu- 
sical at the Quirino. ~ 

The De Filippo brothers to Milan 
with their Neapolitan company. 

Amleto Palermi preparing for 
Manenti Film production ‘Napoli che 
non muore.’ 

Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’ 
given at the Eliseo, with Adelina 
Pagnani clicking. 

Ruggero Ruggeri interpreting in 
French and Italian new Scalera pro- 
duction, ‘Papa Lebonnard.’ 

Astra and Ufa producing ‘Castelli 
in Aria,’ starring Lilian Harvey and 
Vittorio De Sica. Augusto Genina 
directing. 

Newly formed legit company di- 
rected by Cominetti performing at 
the Valle. Stars Luigi Almirante 
and Rosana Masi. 

‘Terra di Nessuno’ in production 
at Cine Citta’. . Director is Mario 
Bafico. Script from two Luigi 
Pirandello short stories. Lamberto 
Picasso, Laura Solari and Valli Cor- 
radi starred. 

New comedies scheduled this sea- 
son; ‘Fontana dei Sospiri,’ by Salva- 





After several refusals George Black | C 


| three weeks because 








tor Gotta: ‘Tutte le cose finiscono,’ 
by Guido Cantini, and ‘Est Ovest,’ 
‘Lettere d’Amore’ and ‘Autunno,’ all 
by Gherardo Gherardi. : 
Leading soprano, Gina Cigna, be- 
came sick shortly before opening of 
the Royal Opera theatre’s first per- 
formance of the season recently. Di- 
rector Tullio Serafin replaced sched- 
uled Montemezzi’s new opera, ‘La 
Nave,’ from D’Annunzio’s play, with 
‘Tannhauser’ in 50 minutes. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Ballet Russe will give four per- 
formances in Municipal Auditorium 
Jan. 6-7-8. 

Salary bonuses totaling $5,300 were 
distributed to 109 employees of 


|\Loew’s theatre and M-G exchange. 


Garrick, burg’s sole burlesk house, 
opens (30) after being sh'ttered for 
of slumping 
biz. 

Because of Xmas, St. Louis svmph 
moved Friday matinee concert to 
Thursday. Myra Hess, English pian- 
ist, drew well. 

Mrs. Mary Kathryn Baker, who, as 
Kathryn Mary Baker, was member 
of the 1935 Muny Opera chorus, died 
in hospital from pneumonia. 

Paramount newsreel made sound 
films of new KSD facsimile news- 
paper broadcasting in home of Rob- 
ert L. Coe, station’s chief engineer. 

Tap for New Year’s Eve parties 
here range from $1 in smaller bis- 
tros to $5.50 in the hotels that also 
furnish entertainment. Prices about 
same as last year. 

All criminal charges. against Mrs. 
Irene Kate, ax-wielding reformer of 
Alton, Ill, have been dropped. Mrs. 
Kite in Madison County, IIl., recent- 
ly went on a tour to purge the coun- 
ty of gambling by smashing slot ma- 
chines, 





Paris 


By Hugo Speck 





Lemarchand in from America. 

Marie Dubas in from Swiss tour. 

Rita Georg topping European bill. 

Grace Moore concerted at Salle 
Pleyel. 

Pierre Brasseur and Jeanne Pro- 
vost to Rome. 

Edwige Feuillere to star in ‘Fran- 
cois-Ferdinand.’ 

‘Swiss Miss’ (M-G) opening at thé 
Champs-Elysees. 

‘The Nid’ (‘The Nest’) opened at 
Theatre Daunou. 

‘Marseille Mes Amours,’ new re- 
vue, opened at Alcazar. 

Bernard Zimmer adapting his play, 
‘Le Veau Gras,’ for film. 

Vivianne Romance receiving hos- 
pital treatment after fall. 

Megger Jean Renoir becoming own 
producer for his next film. 

Revue starring Charpin, Nadia 
Dauty and Mauricet at ABC. 

Robert Pau,, assistant te Marcel 
l’Herberie, on own as megger. 

Henri Albert presenting 
Pierre Dac revue at Deux-Anes, 

Edouard Bourdet denying he’s 
quitting direction of Comedie-Fran- 
caise. 

‘Werther,’ starring Pierre-Richard 
Willm and Annie Vernay, at the 
esar,. 

‘Rue des Vertus’ will be Marcel 
Carne’s next; and will star Jean 
Gabin. 

Mireille Balin signing with Mau- 
rice de Canonage for his ‘Le Captaine 
Benoit.’ 

John Lodge starring opposite Miss 
Romance in ‘L’Esclave Blanche,’ now 
in production. 

ean Murat to Rome to appear in 
‘Le Pere Lebonnard,’ which Jean de 
Limur is making. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ starring Pierre 
Fresnay and Yvonne Printemps, 
opened at Marginan, 

Dita Parlo in from Italy after com- 
pleting French and Italian versions 
of ‘La Dame de Monte Carlo.’ 

Clara Longworth de Chambrun 
turning theatre critic for Paris edi- 
ae A e) New York Herald Tribune. 
of Cleopatra’), by Leopold Marchand 
and Edouard Crocikia, at Marignay. 
; Lisette Lanvin signed with Marcel 
l'Herbier for femme lead in his next, 
an Mrigote Savage,’ opposite Charles 


Hen Bernstein expected to be 
selecte from three applicants to di- 
rect city of Paris’ Theatre des Am- 
bassadeurs next year. 


new 
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for a trip to New York, if it stacks 
up. 

Cutters have even hired Russell 
Abbott, a professional director, and 
Mitch Plotkin, a pro _ publicizer. 
Troupe will carry 16-piece sym- 
phony. Operetta has one of those 
Graustarkian kingdom themes. Tunes 
and players are getting good ad- 
vance breaks from crix who have 


‘taken a look. 


Lead of king is taken by a coat- 
cutter, sleeve-cutter is prince while 
hand-stitcher is the princess. No 
chance for any kicks to a wardrobe 
mistress, because tailor-actors have 
to sew their own costumes. 


ez de Cleopatra’ (‘The Nose’ 


Hollywood 


Alan Hale laid up with flu. 

Shirley Ross to New Orleans. 

Victor Maurice in from London. 
int Garnett back from Manhat- 





n. 
Sam Berkowitz back from Lon- 


on. 

Roy Rogers in from midwest per. 
sonals. 

Tony Martin to Detroit for per. 
sonals, 

Eva Tanguay recovering from ar- 
thritis. 

Capt. William Morris back from 
Africa. 

Alec Lawes in from Australian 
vacash. 

Edward J, Mannix recuperating in 
Tucson. 

Walter Lantz 
pleurisy. 

Harry Brand back at his desk after 
flu attack. 

Gracie Fields leaving on personal 


recovering from 


'tour Jan. 5 


John Lee Mahin recovering from 
pneumonia. 

Truman Bradley visiting th: folks 
in Chicago. 

Hunt Stromberg back from Broad- 
way vacash. 

James Fitzpatrick in for studio 
conferences, 

Kay Kamen here for confabs with 
Walt Disney. 

John Litel out of hospital after 
oak poisoning. 

Albert Lewin leaving for Europe 
after holidays. 

Jim Lundy to New York for his 
father’s funeral. 

Joseph Mankiewicz 
from Manhattan. 

James Grainger holidaying with 
his son, Edmund, 

Joan Davis to Chicago for per- 
sonal appearance, 

Hugh Herbert in hospital as a re- 
sult of auto crash. 

George Laganas in from New York 
for studio huddles. 

Robert Odell recovering after be- 
ing tossed by a horse. 

Joan Crawford awarded trophy by 
fan mag cameramen. 

Joan Marsh and Charles Belden 
back from honeymoon. 

David Hempstead. returned from 
South American vacash. 

Mel Epstein named assistant to 
Wesley Ruggles at Paramount. 

Jack Anderson taking a leave of 
absence from his exhib chores, 

The Jerry Hoffmans celebrated 
their 15th wedding anniversary. 

Prexy M. L. Brittain, of Georgia 
Tech, guest of Y. Frank Freeman. 

John Van Druten here from Lon- 
don as guest of Manuel Del Campo. 

Kane Richmond nursing arm in- 
jury sustained during fight sequence, 

Motion Picture Relief Fund ben- 
efited by $5,000 on sale of ‘Christmas 
cards. . 

Frankie Darro celebrated 21st 
birthday and cut loose from guard- 
ianship. 

Charles Irwin finished 18 months 
as m. c. for Orpheum theatre’s 
weekly guest-star night, and was 
presented with a wrist watch by 
Manager Sherrill Cohen, 


Berlin 


Mrs. Jack London in Berlin. 

‘Cavalcade’ revived at Kamera. 

Gustav Frohlich trying his hand 
at film script. 

Fannin. | of Italy handed Emil Jan- 
nings Italian medal 

German-Italian ct signed on 
regular exchange of radio programs. 

Walter Schreiber, Berlin Para- 
mount press agent, marrying El- 
friede Barutzki, 

Barnabas von Geczy, contracted 
for three weeks, etherizing over 
Deutschlandsender, 

International Festival of Contem- 
porary Music to come off at Baden- 
Baden beginning of April. 

Hans bers bought dramatie 
rights of Dumas’ drama, ‘Kean,’ 
adapted by Johannes von Guenther 
and Bernd Hofmann. 

Three Par pictures making West 
End wickets spin, ‘Without Regret’ 
at Ufa Kurfurstendamm, ‘Tropic 
Holiday’ at Kurbel and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond in Africa’ at Atrium. 


Miami Beach 


By Arthur Thomson 


Mike Jacobs in from N. Y. 

Nick Kenny due in next week. 

Billy Hill checked in at the Roney. 

Larry Hart convalescing at the 
Roney Plaza. 

Minsky burley inaugurated new 
season Friday (23). 

Walter Coghlan opened the 700 
club in Ft. Lauderdale. 

Hazel Franklin, 14-year-old Lon- 
don skating star, in from N. Y. 

Newest nabe house on the Beach 
is the Surf. Member of new Cameo 
chain. 

Club Ha Ha opened in Hollywood 
Thursday (22). Jackie Maye heads 
show. 

Lew Mercus to open Nut club 
soon. Spot formerly known as Em- 
bassy club. 

Sonny Shepherd back from N. Y. 
Reports Benny Fields and Blossom 
Seeley arrive here soon. a 

Mae Clark, former film star, living 
in Coral Gables as Mrs. Stevens Ban- 
croft. Bancroft is a Pan-American 
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OBITUARIES 


HOWARD E. MORTON 
Howard E. Morton, 60, editor of 
the Sunday edition of New York 
Journal-American, died in New York 
Dec. 23 of a heart attack. He’d been 
associated with Hearst Newspapers 
since 1900. 





Though most of his life was spent 
in news work, he became a play- 
wright and screen writer to some 
extent. His play, ‘The Dream 
Maker,’ brought William Gillette out 
of retirement in 1929. With rise of 
motion pictures he made several 
irips to the Coast, where he wrote 
Wil- 


for D. W. Griffith and others. 


wrote. 
His widow, nee Eleanor Gordon, a 
former actress, survives. 





KAREL CAPEK 
Karel Capek, 48, prominent Czech- 
oslovakian editor, author and play- 


OUTDOORS—FORUM 
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MRS. CHARLOTTE E. DE ANGELIS 

Mrs. Charlotte Elliott De Angelis, 
43, former stage player and widow 
of Jefferson De Angelis, died Dec. 
22 in New York. 

Mrs. De Angelis appeared in a) 
number of plays and light operas | 
with her husband, She was born in| 





| Marlboro, Mass., and studied music 
|}in London. . . 
|in 1927. A sister, Mrs. Clifton Dun- | their home Dec. 22. Sconce was for- 
jlap, and a brother, Elinus Elliott, | 
| survive. 


Her marriage took place 





| 


| MRS. EDWINA BOOTH CROSSMAN 


Mrs, Edwina Booth Crossman, only | 


daughter of Edwin Booth, 77, died | 


i suddenly Dec, 24 in New York, Born | 
|in England, Mrs. Crossman came to| Theatre, New Orleans, died Dec. 26 
|this country with her father when | of a heart attack. He was also one 


very young and attended the Sacred | 
Heart Convent, Philadelphia. 
was married in 1885. 

Two children, Edwin Booth Cross- 


She 


He | survive. 


wright, died Dec. 25 at Prague. 
had kept in the background since | 
the advent of the new regime. 

Capek wrote ‘R.U.R., produced in | 


New York in 1922, which put ‘robot’ | composer and many years a leader | had conducted his own concert or- 
|of circus bands, died Dec. 20 at his | 
| home in Zanesville, Ohio, after a 
| brief 


into the American vocabulary. Later 
he became director of the Munici- 
pal theatre at Prague and wrote 
‘The World We Live In,’ ‘The Ma- | 
cropulos Affair,’ produced in New 
York in 1926; ‘Power and Glory,’ 
‘White Malady’ and “The Mother.’ 
He also published a number of 
novels. 

He was married in 1935 to Olga 
Sheinpfugova, Czech actress. 





HARRY MYERS 

Harry Myers, 56, veteran film 
actor, died in Hollywood, Dec. 25 
after an illness of three days. 
Coming from the stage he scored hits 
in the early silent days of motion 
pictures, being starred in the origi- 
nal ‘Connecticut Yankee’ which later 
was used as a starring vehicle for 
Will Rogers. He had an important 
part in Charlie Chaplin’s ‘City Lights’ 
seven years ago and later had been 
cast with Bing Crosby in several of 
the singer’s films. 

Rosemary Theby, also a favorite of 
early Lubin and Universal output, 
whom he married while acting for 
the latter, survives. 





RAYMOND SOOY 

Raymond Sooy, 59, for the past 11 
years superintendent of recordings 
for RCA-Victor, died Dec, 21 of a 
heart attack at his home in Mer- 
chantville, N. J. 

Sooy kept a diary of each record- 
ing session, noting down the words 
of the artists. At the time of his 
death he was compiling a book of 
memoirs based on the diary. 

Two of Sooy’s brothers also worked 
for Victor, Charles and Harry. It 
was on latter’s death in 1927 that 
Raymond became head of the re- 
cording department. 





J. FRANK BROCKLISS 

J. Frank Brockliss, 59, ex-chair- 
man of the British Cinematograph 
Manufacturers’ Association and past 
chairman of the Committee of the 
British Board of Censors, died in 
London Dec. 23. 

Lately he had devoted the greater 
part of his time to the welfare of his 
own interests, the accessory house he 
founded. From 1921 to °25 he 
directed the Metro Paris office which 
he established, and then became 
managing director of First National 
Pictures, Ltd, in London until 1927. 





CHARLES S. MERCEIN 
Charles S. Mercein, 50, advertis- 








ing executive and dramatist, died in 
Milwaukee Dec. 21, after a year’s 


* illness. 


Began working as a cub reporter 
for a local newspaper, but moved 
to Detroit in 1915 where he became 
a protegee of Walter Hampden. 
Later he returned to Milwaukee. 
At his death he was v.p. of Klau, 


| 
| 


Van Pietersom, Dunlap & Associ- | 


ates, Inc. 
Mercein Kelly, writer. 

Surviving are his widow, sister 
“8nd a son, Tom. 





ANTHONY KINNEY 
Anthony Kinney, 40, manager of 
the Santa Clara (Calif.) theatre and 
ormer manager of a Stockton house 
Was found dead in a San Jose hotel 
room Dec. 18, a bullet through his 
heart. He had apparently ended his 
life the day before. 
hainney left three notes, one to his 
—e employers, another to his 
° rmer wife, and a third ‘to all my 
riends. He explained he 
couldn't take it any longer.’ 


His sister is Mrs. Eleanor | 





‘just |nold Daly. 





/man and Mrs. Mildred Booth Tulton, | 
| 


WILLIAM N. MERRICK | 
William N. Merrick, 83, musician, | 


illness. He retired in 1914, 
but composed ‘Vote for Landon’ in 
1936. He was a former member of | 
Sousa’s band. 


Merrick was born in Zanesville 


| April 1, 1856. During 32 seasons he 
| had charge of the Sells Bros. circus 


band. His widow, three sons and a 
daughter survive. Burial was in 
Zanesville. 





LOUIS REINHARD 

Louis Reinhard, 79, one of the first 
vaudeville band leaders, who once 
worked for Tony Pastor, died Friday 
night (23) in Brooklyn.* For years, 
when the Orpheum, Brooklyn, played 
Keith vaudeville, he conducted the 
orchestra there. 

About 10 years ago he was shifted 
from that theatre to what is now the 
RKO home office, where he was in 
the company’s statistical department 
at the time of his death. 





WILLIAM GRAINGER 

William F. Grainger, 84, died Dec. 
23 in Hollywood. A lifelong friend 
of Frank Bacon, with whom he ap- 
peared in several legit shows, 
Grainger for past few years had 
made his home with Mrs. Bacon, in 
Hollywood. He played with Bacon 
during entire run of ‘Lightnin’ in 
New York, and was also with the 
star during run of ‘Fortune Hunter’ 
in Chicago. At one time Grainger 
was a star in his own right. 





MICHAEL PRESS 

Michael Press, 67, conductor and 
violinist, died Dec. 21 at Lansing, 
Mich., following a long illness. Press 
was last a professor of violin at the 
Michigan State College of Music. 
Prior to that he was a teacher at the 
Curtis Institute, Philadelphia; con- 
ductor of the Philadelphia Philhar- 
monic; member of the PhilaJelphia 
Orchestra, and guest conductor of 
the Boston Symphony. 





RICHARD H. CUMMINGS 

Richard H. Cummings, 80, vaude- 
ville, minstrel, legitimate, and film 
actor, died in Los Angeles, Dec. 25. 
He got his start in pictures in 1912 
with the old Tannhauser Company in 
New York. Later he went to Holly- 
wood for a role in D. W. Griffith's 
‘Birth of a Nation.’ 

He retired just a few years ago. 





ARTHUR BARRY 
Alfred Booty, 70, known profes- 
sionally as Arthur Barry, died Dec. 
21 in Flushing, N. Y., after a three- 
day illness from pneumonia. 
Born in England, Booty had ap- 
peared with Maude Adams, Jcin 


Drew, Lady Forbes-Robertson and > 


others. Widow, Mrs. Grace C. Booty, 
formerly a concert pianist, and a 
son, Alfred O. Booty, survive. 
LEO DAROUX 
Funeral services were held Dec. 


16 for Leo Daroux Hickman, 50, at | 


one time well known as a singer in 
vaudeville. He was a native of 
Reno and began singing in public as 
a child, Later he was with theatri- 


‘cal troupes. He also composed songs. 


One daughter, one son and his 


mother survive. 





VIOLET BESSON 

Violet Besson, dramatic 
died Dec. 21 in New York. 
Mrs. Besson came to the U. S. from 
England as leading woman for Ar- 
Later she was « head- 
liner in vaudeville. Her final Broad- 


player, 


ia 


way appearance was in “The Country | 
Wife,’ with Ruth Gordon, last sea- 
son. 





H. H. McCOLLUM 
H. H. McCollum, 54, legit player, 
died Dec. 19 in New York. 
McCollum was born in Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., where he taught school 
and studied law. He had -appeared 
in several plays on Broadway and | 
was rehearsing a Federal Theatre 
show when he became ill. 





FORREST N. SCONCE 
Forrest N. Sconce, 26, was fatally 
burned while rescuing his four-year- 
old son from a fire which burned 


merly chief of service at the In- 
diana theatre, Indianapolis, and held 
a similar post at the Fox, San Diego, 
in 1932-33, 





HARRY GARIC 
Henry Garic, 60, one 


foundore and trescur f + 
¢ c “ray 
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of the group’s best known actors. 

Widow survives. 

AL GREEN 

Al Green, pit orchestra leader for 
more than 25 years in the old vaude 
days at the Temple theatre, Detroit, 
died Dec. 18 in Detroit, from heart 
affliction. For the past two years he 





chestra in Detroit. 





CHARLES BERNHARD 
Charles Bernhard, 73, composer, 
died Dec. 22 in Hollywood. He was 
member of the Mutual Musical 
Ass’n of New York and was known 
for his ‘Coronation March.’ Surviv- 
ing are his widow, son and daughter. 





Ethelwyn Evans, 24, wife of Tom 
Evans, screen player, died Dec. 17 in 
Holly wood. 


FAIR CONCESSIONAIRES 
PUSH ORGANIZING MOVE 


After Jan. 1 letters will be sent 
to every proposed concessionaire at 
the New York World’s Fair in can- 
vassing drive to group them together 
in newly formed association. Harry 
D. Baker, president of the National 
Assn, of Amusement Park Owners, is 
temporarily heading the organization 
which was formed to create a united 
front among concessionaires. 

A committee has been formed to 
work out plans and by-laws. They 
also report after the first of the year 
when organization will adopt a 
name. Meeting held last week in 
Baker’s offices was first official setup 
taken. Boys had been talking about 
idea for about a month before 
actually getting started. Idea is to 
have united front to deal with prob- 
lems and to have a say in Fair opera- 
tion and policy. 

Thing was kept q.t., concéssion- 
aires not wanting to smarten up 
officials until they were organized. 
However, mistaken impression was 
corrected when Grover Whalen ap- 
proached them and suggested that an 
association be formed for mutual 
benefit. He was informed that boys 
had beaten him to the punch and 
were already lining up. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Tito Guizar, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Dec. 20. Father 
is film player and radio singer. 

Dr. and Mrs. Herman Semenov, 
daughter, in’ Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Mother is Sol M. Wurtzel’s daugh- 
ter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Redmond, son, 
in Kansas City, Dec. 17. Father is 
manager of Fox-Midwest’s Esquire, 
mB. 4K 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wilson, son, in 
Kansas City, Dec. 12. Father is’ 
member of editorial staff of Kansas 




















City Star. 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Simmons, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 


|Mother is former Marie Burke, nitery 
dancer, 

Mr. and Mrs. James Totman, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. Father's in 
WB publicity department. 

Mr. and Mrs. George F. Callahan, 
| Jr., son, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 
Father is Exhibitors Service exec. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danenberg, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 22, at Norwalk, Conn. 
Father’s publisher and mother’s 
writer on Bridgeport Herald. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Lester White, twin 
'son and daughter, in Hollywood, 
| Dec. 26. Father is Metro cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Del Sharbutt, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Dec. 24. Father 
|is radio announcer. Mother is for- 
mer singer. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mills, 
| daughter, in Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 
26. Son of Irving Mills, is with Mills 
| Artists. She’s former Shirley Heller 


| (vaude). 
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Local 99 Corrects 


Portland, Ore. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In your issue of Dec. 14 you repre- 
sent KGW-KEX music staff as 23 
men. That number is_ incorrect. 
Staff employed on those two stations 
as indicated by our official records is 
seven men. 

You have correctly shown KOIN as 
11 men, which station is one of the 
few in America which has for many 
years maintained a staff of musicians 
of at least that size. 

Herman D. Kenin. 

President Local 99, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. 


Plea for Agents Ass’n 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

There is need of a whip-cracker 
for agents and bookers alike. There 
is need of an organization to weld 
and to coalesce discordant forces 
into one healthy and wholesome ag- 
gregaie. On past occasions attempts 
on behalf of agents, notwithstanding 
their perfect persistence to effect 
such an organization, have met with 


Theirs was more vocal than 
structive. Ideas were obscured by 
divergent opinions. 

Big shot bookers shunned the call 
to meet and discuss ways and means. 
Personal representatives; personal 
managers and other phonetic eva- 
sions looked askance at organiza- 
tional attempts. 

At one meeting “licensing” got a 
barrage of lambasting from agents 
fearful of regimentation and control. 
Little do they realize that clean 
hands need not fear control; that 
mystery is concomitant with décep- 
tion; that hidden corners must be 
lighted for the good of the business; 
that agents must be kept out of the 
muddy waters of filth, by some sort 
of control and management. 

Perhaps Commissioner Moss may 
interest himself in calling an open 


—s 


WHAT THEY THINK 


meeting for formulation of rules of 
| ethics, beyond which nod agent dare 
tread, 

| How many agents can afford, when 
ifate strikes indiscriminately, to 
| finance doctor and hospital bills—let 
;alone rent, and office necessities? 
| With an organization we can provide 


medical, hospitalization and burial 
expenses; loans, aid and solace in 
; more ways than one. Many abuses 
|}and sharp practices can be elim- 
inated. The agent will have come 
into his own by the simple ex- 
pedient of getting a voice in his own 
business. Or perhaps, it is not so 
simple. 
B. Gillman 


W. W. Behrman Clarifies 
Terre Haute. 
Editor, VARIETY: 





In your issue of Dec. 21, on 
page No, 24, under Examiners’ Re- 
ports, you state that ‘WBOW, which 


|otherwise would not have anything 
‘to gain by the change, would re- 
| ceive $5,000 present for being agree- 
|able with all expenses.’ 


For your records, we wish you to 
know, and, if. possible, to state that 


much discussion but little action. | the $5,000 subscribed by the joint 
con- |applicants, WJBL and WJEC, 


is to 
cover all necessary and proper ex- 
|penses incurred by this company, in- 
|cluding engineering and other ex- 
| Penses. It will be necessary for this 
station to move its transmitter, erect 
la new transmitter building, as well 
as make other technical changes. It 
was stated during the hearing by 
competent witnesses that the sum of 
$5,000 would not actually cover the 
cost of these changes. 

We feel that your description of 
this Examiner’s Report might give 
rise to the belief that WBOW sold a 
frequency for $5,000, which is de- 
cidedly not the case. Our only in- 
terest in the whole hearing was to 
enable two Illinois part time stations 
|to get full time. 

W. W. Behrman, Director, 
Radio Station WBOW. 











Jack Kearns May Head 
Michigan State Fair 


Detroit, Dec. 27. 


Most likely successor to Frank N. 
Isbey, who pulled Michigan State 
Fair into black past two years, ap- 
pears to be Jack Kearns, one-time 
manager of Jack Dempsey and now 
a cafe proprietor here. 


Although Isbey accomplished what 


fair for about 10 years, it’s generally 
believed he’ll fall under the political 
ax when Gov.-Elect Frank Fitzgerald 
assumes office Jan. 1. Isbey, who 
has served in several appointive po- 
litical jobs without pay, is being 
groomed for the Detroit mayoralty 
race next year under tutelage of 
Gov. Frank Murphy. 


Besides Kearns, other frequently 
mentioned successors to Isbey in- 
clude Lee C. Richardson, former De- 
troit and Lansing newspaperman, 
and Robert Buckley, member of 


Huron County Fair. 


Rochester Expo’s Finale 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 27. 


Sale of office furniture and other 
assets of the Rochester Exposition 
Ass’n for $175 on a judgment ob- 
tained by the Hutchins Advertising 
Agency for $2,971 wrote finis to the 
30-year-old Rochester Exposition. 


Refusal of the county board of 
supervisors to appropriate usual 
$10,000 was immediate cause of de- 
mise, although show has __ been 
slipping several years. Mayor Lester 
Rapp pleaded with the board to pro- 
vide $6,000 to pay last year’s 
premiums. 

Creditors, led by Hutchins agency, 
are trying to link city with show 
by court action to force taxpayers 
to make good the deficit. 
in funds owed is $1,500 to 54th Regi- 
ment band for music last fall. 











MARRIAGES 


Lee Dixon to Jeseph Herold, 
Detroit, Dec. 24. 


in 
Bride is secretary 


at WWJ, Detroit: he’s assistant chief 
engineer at WOW, Omaha. 

Mildred Cooley to Jack Stanley, 
Dec. 27, in Los Angeles. Groom in 
| publicity biz with father, Fred Stan- 
| ley, former VarieTY mugg. 

Louise Campbell to Horace Mac- 
|Mahon, in Chicago, Dec. 27. Both are 





| film players. 


no one else was able to do with the | 


state fair board and manager of | 


Included | 


to Harry Bannister, sales manager | 


— 


‘Carnival Dates Shift 
In Midwest; Beokers 
Turning to AFA Units 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Season of 1939 will see a consid- 
erable readjustment of dates among 
| the carnivals, with several key situ- 
ations having been changed. Farley 
& Little show, one of the top truck 
outfits, has a number of the prize 
plums in the Ohio and Minnesota 
fair bookings. 


Big Three, officially known as the 
Amusement Corp. of America, is said 
to have a total of 47 fair dates lined 
up, with another half-dozen or so 
pending. 

The American Federation of Ac- 
tors, in unionizing the carnival busi- 
ness, has had a great deal to do with 
many of these dates. Most of the 
fair secretaries are taking the aitti- 
tude that unionization of the carn’- 
vals is certain, but they want the 
carnivals to keep their fights off the 
fair grounds. Same fair secretcries 
also realize that union electricians, 
carpenters, musicians, etc., likely to 
be affected in case of any trouble 
between the AFA and the carnivals. 
For that reason they have refused 
| to negotiate with carnivals until 
| they have cleared their difficultics 
with the AFA. 











$100,000 Amus. Park 
Planned for Charlotte 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 27. 


Construction of a $100,000 amuse- 
, ment park on a 100-acre tract on the 
northern city limits is planned by 
Southern States Expzscition, Inc., 
headed by Dr. J. S. Dorton. The 
| property has been acquired from the 
J. P. Matheson estate. 


Plant will include a race track, 
swimming pool, coasiers, skating 
rink, agricultural display buildings, 
| pavilion for stage shows, and midway 
| and sideshow atiracticns. 
| Dorton managed the Cleveland 
County fair for 15 years and the 
| State fair at Raleigh for three. 





N. C. FAIR DATES TO BE SET 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 27. 

Dates and amusement contracts for 
this state’s 1939 fairs will be set at 
the annual meeting of fair managers 
at Raleigh, Jan. 19-20. 

North Carolina’s porticipation in 
the N. Y. World’s Fair also will -be 
| discussed. 
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WE’RE ALL SMILING .... 


You'd be smiling, too, if you 
opened on Broadway at the 
WARNER BROS. STRAND 
THEATRE, New York, playing 
to CAPACITY AUDIENCES 
and on the way to anew record 





























after opening on December 


cata Bets sets b 


aI a 


23rd, supposedly one of the 
worst days in show business. | 











TO all my friends in and out of 
show business.... Allow me to 
extend my wishes for a greater 


and more prosperous New Year. 


Ole Berean 











Opening February 8th with My Pal 


HARRY RICHMAN 


Royal Palms Club, Miami, Florida 
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Tune In On : 


WALTZ TIME 


Fridays, 9 P.M., E.S.T. 
Sponsored by Phillip’s Milk of 
Magnesia ... Thanks to My Radio 
Agency, Blackett - Sample - Hum- 
mert, Inc. 





P. S.:— 
To the top flight band leaders of the na- 
tion... . I know you will be happy to 
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hear that we are enjoying our engage- 
ment at the Strand Theatre, New York. 





You, too, will enjoy your engagement at 
this theatre when you play it ....I hope 


you will have that pleasure soon. 


Thanks to Willard Patterson, Harry Mayer, 
Harry A. Gouriain, Zeb Epstin and the 


entire Warner Bros. organization for their 





splendid co-operation. 


ees 


We are appearing at the New York Strand Theatre with Warner Bros.’ ‘DAWN 
PATROL,’ starring ERROL FLYNN 

















